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The government has been organising and supporting various programmes and
activities to create a more motivating language environment to help Hong
Kong students and workforce enhance their Chinese and English language
competencies. The Census and Statistics Department conducted the
Thematic Household Survey on use of language in Hong Kong during
February to May 2012 to collect information on Hong Kong persons aged 6 to
65 on the use of spoken and written Chinese and English.

This article gives a brief account of the major findings of the survey.
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(EEzE ¢ 2887 0416 ; &) : thematic@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Social Surveys Section, Census and
Statistics Department
(Tel. : 2887 0416; E-mail : thematic@censtatd.gov.hk).
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Use of Language in Hong Kong in 2012
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1. Introduction

1.1 The government has been organising and
supporting various programmes and activities to
create a more motivating language environment to
help Hong Kong students and workforce enhance
their Chinese and English language competencies.
The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
conducted the Thematic Household Survey (THS) on
use of language in Hong Kong during February to
May 2012 to collect information on Hong Kong
persons aged 6 to 65 on the use of spoken and written
Chinese and English.

2. Major survey findings
Use of language among persons aged 6 to 65

2.1 All persons aged 6 to 65 were enquired about
their perceived language competence on using
Cantonese, spoken English and Putonghua. Among
these persons, some 85.9% perceived their language
competence on using Cantonese was very good or
good; 11.3% said average; and the remaining said not
so good or no knowledge. Analysed by economic
activity status, the proportions of economically active
and economically inactive persons who perceived
using Cantonese as very good or good were 86.7%
and 84.6% respectively. (Table 1)
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Table 1 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence

on using Cantonese

{58 FH B PN EERE 70T B Beab Al

Perceived language competence on using Cantonese

wBE T )
EE 4 R&F —f% Not No Hast
Very good Good Average sogood  knowledge Total
N N N 4 N 4 N 4 N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
LEEH G Persons  Persons ~ Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) (*000) (*000) ("000)
fﬁé%%@ﬁﬁﬁ@]m 19745 1104.4 375.2 39.9 59.3 3553.2
Economically active® (55.6) (31.1) (10.6) (1.1) (1.7) (100.0)
FHEELEAES) 1004.5 739.1 259.6 29.1 29.6 2061.9
Economically inactive (48.7) (35.8) (12.6) (1.4) (1.4) (100.0)
B4 5445 377.4 105.5 15.9 13.6 1057.0
Students (51.5) (35.7) (10.0) (1.5) (1.3) (100.0)
PSS 752 270.0 232.0 100.6 8.0 12.8 623.5
Home-makers (43.3) (37.2) (16.1) (1.3) (2.1) (100.0)
BIEAL 164.6 113.1 38.1 3.6 2.8 322.3
Retired persons (51.1) (35.1) (11.8) (11) (0.9) (100.0)
A 25.4 16.6 154 kel Fkx 59.2
Others (42.9) (28.0) (26.1) ok ok (100.0)
&% 2979.0 18435 634.8 68.9 88.9 5615.1
Overall (53.1) (32.8) (11.3) (1.2) (1.6) (100.0)
R BRI ARG o (BB E AR AT RN R Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
HaEst -
FEIE N I R AT (B R & TS B & 43 4 A A5 P Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
H A E S - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) REFELFEE AT EEREE AN REEAL (1) Economically active persons comprise employed persons
and unemployed persons.
ok B R R IR IR DA BE A E ZE R 4R B o FiA *** Figures are compiled based on a very small number of
Bz SR A - sampled cases and not released due to very large sampling
errors.
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2.2 For spoken English, some 23.7% of people
perceived their language competence was very good
or good; 36.9% said average; and 39.5% perceived as
not so good or no knowledge. Analysed by
economic activity status, the proportion of persons
perceiving their language competence on spoken
English as very good or good was higher for
economically active persons, at 26.4%, as against
18.9% for economically inactive persons. (Table 2)
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Table 2 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence

on spoken English

HeaB CISERE IR E RS

Perceived language competence on spoken English

wke T X
FEEH =333 —f% Not No Hst
Very good Good Average so good  knowledge Total
N N ANB ANB ANB N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KEEEN S 5> Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) (000) ("000)
feEgmEEY 210.4 7288 12617 780.4 5719 35532
Economically active® (5.9) (20.5) (35.5) (22.0) (16.1) (100.0)
FETEEA EE) 755 313.7 809.0 457.3 406.4 2061.9
Economically inactive (3.7) (15.2) (39.2) (22.2) (19.7) (100.0)
B4 45.6 232.7 561.8 177.4 39.5 1057.0
Students (4.3) (22.0) (53.1) (16.8) (3.7) (100.0)
PHER 5 20.1 48.7 160.8 187.0 206.9 623.5
Home-makers (3.2) (7.8) (25.8) (30.0) (33.2) (100.0)
BIRAA- 9.4 28.0 74.2 77.9 132.8 322.3
Retired persons (2.9) (8.7) (23.0) (24.2) (41.2) (100.0)
H falaied 4.2 12.2 15.0 27.2 59.2
Others il (7.2) (20.6) (25.4) (46.0) (100.0)
&% 286.0 10425 2070.7 1237.7 978.3 5615.1
Overall (5.1) (18.6) (36.9) (22.0) (17.4) (100.0)
S A TR A ARG o (BB AR AR o] RE R S Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
Haust -
FE 5% P HY - B AT (8 B KR E B & oy S R Ak P Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
H ANHIE S o persons in the respective economic activity status groups.

(1) RBLPEIANLEFEIRFEA L RIEAL -

IR IR R RIREAE R TR -
PRARE A SR T

EEV i
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(1) Economically active persons comprise employed persons
and unemployed persons.

*** Figures are compiled based on a very small number of
sampled cases and not released due to very large sampling
errors.
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23 EWRFEFERSEEHE 0 4 24.1% 7Y 2.3 Regarding Putonghua, some 24.1% of people
J 0 -0l e A perceived their language competence was very good
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economically active and economically inactive
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persons who perceived their language competence on
i 0,

23.9% T 24.5% » i fEELAL b 2 H ] - using Putonghua as very good or good were 23.9%
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and 24.5% respectively. The proportion was the
highest among students, at 28.4%. (Table 3)

*3 B TER S 7y K fE R EEERE JTHY B EabtEE 08y 6 = 65 A LB H
Table 3 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence
on using Putonghua

{50 FH ¥ B aa AE JTHY B Featih

Perceived language competence on using Putonghua

LN )
FEHEEF R&F —f& Not No Hast
Very good Good Average so good  knowledge Total

AE AE ANB ANB ANB AE

. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KREE S 7 Persons  persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) (*000) ("000) (*000) ("000)
s 197.0 650.9 14411 846.3 417.8 3553.2
Economically active® (5.5) (18.3) (40.6) (23.8) (11.8) (100.0)
R LR EE) 129.1 375.8 794.5 497.8 264.8 2061.9
Economically inactive (6.3) (18.2) (38.5) (24.1) (12.8) (100.0)

4 754 224.6 481.7 220.5 54.8 1057.0
Students (7.1) (21.2) (45.6) (20.9) (5.2) (100.0)
PIPER 52 41.4 106.1 201.6 168.5 105.9 623.5
Home-makers (6.6) (17.0) (32.3) (27.0) (17.0) (100.0)
BIRAA- 10.4 38.1 96.1 92.7 85.0 322.3
Retired persons (3.2) (11.8) (29.8) (28.8) (26.4) (100.0)
A faladed 7.0 15.0 16.1 19.2 59.2
Others Fkx (11.8) (25.4) (27.2) (32.4) (100.0)
&8 326.0 1026.7 2235.6 1344.2 682.7 5615.1
Overall (5.8) (18.3) (39.8) (23.9) (12.2) (100.0)
S A TR A ARG o (E B A AR AR o] RE R S Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
Haust -
FE 5 P HY - B AT (8 B KR E B & oy 4 R Ak B Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
H ANHIE S o persons in the respective economic activity status groups.

(1) RBLPEIANLEFEIRFEA L RIEAL -

R EIREIEE DRI AR -
BRRAEER - SR A -

FHEGET AT 201446 H
TRRIITRE BINGETE

(1) Economically active persons comprise employed persons
and unemployed persons.

*** Figures are compiled based on a very small number of
sampled cases and not released due to very large sampling
errors.
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2.4 All persons aged 6 to 65 were also enquired
about their perceived language competence on
written Chinese and English. For written Chinese,
some 66.5% of people perceived their language
competence as very good or good; 28.6% said
average; and the remaining said not so good or no
knowledge. Analysed by economic activity status,
the proportion of persons perceiving their language
competence on written Chinese as very good or good
was higher for economically active persons, at
68.9%, as against 62.3% for economically inactive
persons. (Table 4)

I EER S K P SCERAE IR B BEFAEEITHY 6 2 65 A LBE

Table 4 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence

on written Chinese

P ERAE IR B BT
Perceived language competence on written Chinese
e X
EEEHF R4 —f% Not No &t
Very good Good Average so good  knowledge Total
N N N N N N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KEEB S5 Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) (000) ("000)
e Es) Y 9154 15325 951.0 61.5 92.7 35532
Economically active® (25.8) (43.1) (26.8) (1.7) (2.6) (100.0)
LR ES) 413.9 870.2 652.7 75.4 49.7 2061.9
Economically inactive (20.1) (42.2) (3L.7) (3.7) (2.4) (100.0)
5 215.1 494.2 308.9 24.8 14.0 1057.0
Students (20.3) (46.8) (29.2) (2.4) (1.3) (100.0)
PIPER 112.9 247.6 210.7 27.0 25.3 623.5
Home-makers (18.1) (39.7) (33.8) (4.3) (4.1) (100.0)
BIEAL 745 110.0 112.5 19.0 6.2 322.3
Retired persons (23.1) (34.1) (34.9) (5.9) (1.9) (100.0)
At 115 18.4 20.6 4.5 4.2 59.2
Others (19.4) (31.0) (34.8) (7.6) (7.2) (100.0)
&% 13293 2402.7 1603.7 136.9 142.5 5615.1
Overall (23.7) (42.8) (28.6) (2.4) (2.5) (100.0)
S A TR ARG o (8B A hIAR Ak T RE R A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
HAEET -
FE 5% P BV B AT (I8 B KR E B 5 oy 8 R Ak P Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
HAFHIE S - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.

(1) RBLPEIANLEFEIRFEA L RIEAL -

FHEGET AT 201446 H
ERRITRE BUFSETR
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(1) Economically active persons comprise employed persons
and unemployed persons.
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2.5 Regarding written English, some 24.2% of
people perceived their language competence was
very good or good; 37.5% said average; and 38.3%
perceived as not so good or no knowledge.
Analysed by economic activity status, the proportions
of economically active and economically inactive
persons who perceived their language competence on
written English as very good or good were 26.7% and
20.0% respectively. (Table 5)

HEEER S RIESCERETIN B BRI 6 2 65 s ALRE

Table5 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence

on written English

FE R A0 B Al
Perceived language competence on written English
wHE T .
EE 4 R&F —f% Not No Hast
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
N N N 4 N 4 N 4 N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KREE S 7 Persons  persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) (*000) ("000)
e EpEE " 204.3 7447 12913 770.3 5426 35532
Economically active® (5.8) (21.0) (36.3) (21.7) (15.3) (100.0)
I ELL S 78.0 344.7 812.2 436.0 401.1 2061.9
Economically inactive (3.8) (16.2) (39.4) (21.1) (19.5) (100.0)
B4 47.5 250.2 567.9 154.6 36.9 1057.0
Students (4.5) (23.7) (53.7) (14.6) (3.5) (100.0)
PHER 7R E 21.2 51.8 158.0 183.4 209.2 623.5
Home-makers (3.4) (8.3) (25.3) (29.4) (33.6) (100.0)
BN 8.5 28.8 75.5 82.1 127.4 322.3
Retired persons (2.7) (8.9) (23.4) (25.5) (39.5) (100.0)
A kel 4.0 10.9 16.0 27.6 59.2
Others kel (6.7) (18.4) (27.0) (46.6) (100.0)
&% 282.3 10794 21035 1206.3 943.7 5615.1
Overall (5.0) (19.2) (37.5) (21.5) (16.8) (100.0)
SRE . BRI ARG o (BRI AR A AT RER A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
st -
FEIR A IV T B AT (A SO TS 8 5 43 4 A A5 P Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
HAFESLE - persons in the respective economic activity status groups.
(1) RELFEHA LEEREALREEAL - (1) Economically active persons comprise employed persons
and unemployed persons.
wxk B BRI IR D AR A E ZE R 4R B - (Rl *** Figures are compiled based on a very small number of
BEREE A BUILA PO » sampled cases and not released due to very large sampling
errors.
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Use of language among employed persons aged 15
to 65

2.6 Among 3398 600 employed persons aged 15
to 65, some 61.5% cited that English was the spoken
language that they would like to learn and further
study most for the sake of work, followed by
Putonghua (28.4%) and Cantonese (4.5%). For
written language, the corresponding percentages for

English and Chinese were 83.4% and 10.7%

10.7% - (fE 1 K& 2) .
respectively. (Chart 1 and Chart 2)

1 HRTEEREMRGGRE EENEEES N 15 £ 65 EMEALHNE IR
Chart1 Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 65 by spoken language which they would
learn/further study most for the sake of work

E{J@(l)
R IE Others™®
Cantonese 5.5%
4.5%
i
Putonghua
28.4%
P CmEs
Spoken English
61.5%
R (1) BfE TARBEEY EEREINEE S EEELRE S Note: (1) Including “learning/studying Cantonese/spoken English/
LIFEE | o Putonghua was not required”.
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Chart 2 Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 65 by written language which they would
learn/further study most for the sake of work

At
Others®

Chinese

HL
English
83.4%
HRE () B TREEEE BT S e Note : (1) Including “learning/studying Chinese/English was not
required”.
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Use of language among persons aged 6 to 65 who
were attending schools/educational institutions

2.7 At the time of enumeration, there were
1104 200 persons aged 6 to 65 who were attending
schools or educational institutions. They were
asked whether they were willing to spend spare time
on studying spoken English or Putonghua. Some
71.7% said they were willing to spend spare time on
studying spoken English while the corresponding
percentage for Putonghua was 65.4%. (Chart 3)

3 ERCHBERGR MBS, L ESR N EESKR B MERE BB 6 £

65 B ALHVE L

Chart 3 Percentage of persons aged 6 to 65 who were attending schools/educational

institutions by whether
English/Putonghua

&
No
28.3%

Yes
71.7%

3. ®E—ISEEH

3.1 1F 2012 FEfTHYARHE BNEESEH
BRR T EEMEE PSR E ) SRS
R CHIERBUGSET R RS 51 58 (£
AP RE RS ) N - H PR PR
JFaREt R4t (www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/
sub/sp453_tc.jsp?productCode=C0000086) fz
BN ERZ IS -
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were willing to spend spare time on studying

Putonghua

No
34.6%

Yes
65.4%

3.  Further references

3.1 Detailed results of the THS on use of language
in Hong Kong conducted in 2012 was released in
the THS Report No. 51 published by C&SD. Users
can download this report free of charge at the
website of C&SD (www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/

sp453.jsp?productCode=C0000086).
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