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This article provides an overview on the marriage and divorce trends in Hong
Kong from 1991 to 2013.

Over the last two decades from 1991 to 2011, the proportions of never married
population in both genders were on the rise. In 2011, 33.5% of males had
never been married, slightly higher than that of females (excluding foreign
domestic helpers), at 29.2%. Among those aged 45 or above, the extent of
never marriage among men and women in Hong Kong was less prevalent than
in Singapore, but more common than in the mainland of China. As for
marriage, out of the 55274 registered marriages in Hong Kong in 2013,
marriages between Hong Kong residents took up around 52.2%, while
Mainland-Hong Kong marriages took up another 38.0%. The latter was
significantly higher than that in 1991. On the other hand, the number of
divorces increased continuously, with the crude divorce rate at
3.1 per 1 000 population in 2013, nearly three times higher than that in 1991.

WA SCH AR - FEEBUFSET R A48 T4H
(B 2716 8054 ; FEE : population@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Demographic Statistics Section,
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : 2716 8054; E-mail : population@censtatd.gov.hk).
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Marriage and Divorce Trends in Hong Kong, 1991 to 2013
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1. Introduction

1.1 Marriage and divorce behaviours are of interest
to both demographers and the general public as they
shed light on family formation, family composition
and fertility.

1.2 This article provides an overview on the
marriage and divorce trends in Hong Kong from 1991
to 2013, using information obtained from the
population censuses/by-censuses and administrative
records of registered marriages and divorce decrees
granted.

2. Trend in marital status of the

population

2.1 Trend in the marital status of the population
can be analysed using data obtained from the past
population censuses/by-censuses. The proportions
of the marital status of the population are very much
affected by the age and sex structures. Therefore, in
the ensuing paragraphs under this section,
standardised proportions are used so that comparison
over different years can be done on the same basis.

2.2 Over the two decades from 1991 to 2011, the
standardised proportion of never married males aged
15 and over increased gradually from 27.8% in 1991
to 33.5% in 2011. That of females also increased
from 20.1% in 1991 to 29.2% in 2011. The
increasing trend reflected the tendency towards
marriage postponement or non-marriage in both
genders. (Table 1)
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2.3 In contrast to the increasing trend of never
married proportions, the standardised proportions of
married men and women dropped continuously from
1991 to 2011. While that of married men decreased
from 67.6% in 1991 to 61.2% in 2011, larger decline
was observed for married women from 65.3% in 1991
t0 55.0% in 2011. (Table 1)

24 In 2011, the standardised proportion of
divorced/separated persons was 3.2% for men and
5.5% for women. The proportions of divorced
women were higher than that of the men in all the
years under comparison, which was related to the
greater tendency of remarriage by divorced men than
divorced women. (Table 1)

2.5 The ratio of the number of widows to the
number of widowers was about 4:1 to 5:1 during
1991 to 2011. The relatively high ratio was
attributable to three main factors. Firstly, the higher
male mortality rates over those of the females,
particularly at the older ages, led to the number of
widows being greater than that of widowers.
Secondly, Hong Kong men tended to marry wives
who were younger than themselves, thereby hastening
the state of widowhood. Thirdly, marriage statistics
also revealed that in the past few years widowers
were more likely than widows to get re-married.
(Table 1)
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Tablel Population aged 15 and over by sex and marital status in selected years

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
MR B IEHEAR ST
Sex and ®H Bk BE ‘o ®H Bk BH ®Ok HE BHkk
marital status Number % Number % Number % Number % Number %
B
Male
TeR4EIE 806912 36.5 857304 34.2 918152 33.9 955822 34.3 964223 335
Never married (27.8) (28.7) (30.2) (32.6) (33.5)
[ 1332449 60.2 1555661 62.0 1672106 61.7 1693516 60.8 1758672 61.2
Now married (67.6) (66.6) (64.8) (62.2) (61.2)
celii) 48 566 2.2 55 331 2.2 60 996 2.3 60 369 2.2 60 449 2.1
Widowed (33) (3.0) (28) 2.4) (2.1)
s s 23 860 11 40909 1.6 57 423 2.1 77129 2.8 90 946 3.2
Divorced/separated (1.3) 7 (2.2) (2.8) (3.2)
L=t 2211787 100.0 2509205 100.0 2708 677 100.0 2786836 100.0 2874290 100.0
Total
£tk
Female
TERGELS 594 345 28.3 675791 27.7 777103 28.7 872203 29.6 910084 29.2
Never married (20.2) (22.0) (24.5) (27.7) (29.2)
[ 1270700 60.4 1466973 60.1 1572087 58.0 1645069 55.8 1715254 55.0
Now married (65.3) (63.5) (60.4) (56.7) (55.0)
A 209592 10.0 242 442 9.9 269632 10.0 292 416 9.9 321769 10.3
Widowed (12.9) (12.2) (11.6) (10.7) (10.3)
Heas oy s 28 929 14 53934 2.2 90 158 3.3 140 998 4.8 172 335 55
Divorced/separated (1.6) (2.4) (3.5) (4.8) (5.5)
=t 2103566 100.0 2439 140 100.0 2708980 100.0 2950686 100.0 3119442 100.0
Total
HE D BMERNEEINERERL - Notes : Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.
FEINA A B B B R ER ] EARE 2011 &2 A 03 Figures in brackets are standardised proportions, which are
TG ZIHY AR 85 R M B 45 A7 15 S AE s A T 5 computed using the age-sex structure of the population at the
= 2011 Population Census moment as the standard.
EHAVURE 7L AR o (B B B DL A vT B B4R Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
7
3. R\ AO 3. Never married population

3.1 HMERIRE 5 s —EELHRIS T - 45 3.1 Analysed by sex and quinquennial age groups,

. S B 1 o for men aged 45 or above, the extent of never
DL EE B LT EATIA B HA RO marriage in Hong Kong was generally less prevalent

Wi - HEREP RS i, D R compared with Japan and Singapore, but was more
M2 METTE > EAERFERA i iE - H common than that observed in the mainland of China
BHARAIEE - (F2) (the Mainland). For women, the situation in Hong

Kong was generally less prevalent than in Singapore,
but was more common than in Japan and the
Mainland. (Table 2)
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Table2  Proportion of never married population aged 15 and over by sex and age group,
Hong Kong and selected countries/territories

PR GEMBHIA LI ELB]
Proportion of never married population
gzl SEBRAH R B =P:N H R Y Fring
Sex Age group Hong Kong Japan The mainland of Singapore
2011® 2010@ China 2010
2010
Bt 15-19 99.8 99.1 99.4 99.9
Male 20-24 97.0 91.4 82.4 97.6
25-29 82.6 69.2 36.3 74.6
30-34 50.0 46.0 12.6 371
35-39 28.8 34.8 6.4 20.4
40 - 44 20.9 28.0 4.2 15.3
45 - 49 14.2 22.0 3.1 13.2
50 -54 8.5 17.5 3.2 12.1
55-59 6.0 14.4 34 9.4
60 - 64 5.2 10.2 35 7.2
65+ 4.1 3.6 3.1 4.9
fEst 335 31.3 24.7 347
Overall
BN i 15-19 99.7 98.9 97.9 99.6
Female 20-24 95.2 87.8 67.5 91.8
25-29 71.4 58.9 21.6 54.0
30-34 38.4 33.9 54 251
35-39 22.3 22.7 1.8 17.1
40 - 44 16.5 17.1 0.8 141
45 - 49 13.6 12.4 0.4 12.8
50 -54 10.1 8.6 0.3 13.0
55-59 6.6 6.4 0.2 11.8
60 - 64 4.9 55 0.2 9.8
65+ 2.6 3.9 0.4 4.4
fEst 29.2 22.9 185 29.8
Overall
HE (1) #SEFaEINEFEHET - Notes: (1) Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.
2) &RF&KHE (HASG T F8#2014) F2-12 - (2) Sourced from Table 2-12 of Japan Statistical Yearbook
2014.
(3) BERIAKHE (HE20104FE A\ OEEEE) & 4 (3) Sourced from Table 5-3 of Tabulation on the 2010
43455-3 o Population Census of The People Republic of China Part
1.
4 BRARE (FM¥22010FE AO0EELAE (4) Sourced from Table 12 of Census of Population 2010
BE 1 A A S~ EE -~ B RS Statistical Release 1: Demographic Characteristics,
£12 o S AR A RE AR - Education, Language and Religion in Singapore. Figures

include Singapore citizens and permanent population only.
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3.2  When analysed by educational attainment, the
never married proportions in males and females aged
25 - 39 exhibited some different trends. Firstly, for
females, the never married proportions among those
with post-secondary educational attainment were
substantially higher than those with primary
education or below. For instance, in 2011, 30.2% of
females aged 35-39 who attained post-secondary
education had never been married, as compared to
7.0% of those with primary education or below. For
their male counterparts, the differences were not as
substantial.  Indeed, for those at older ages, the
never married proportions among men with different
educational attainments were very close to each other.
In 2011, 26.4% of men aged 35-39 with
post-secondary education had never been married,
while the corresponding proportion was 25.4% for
those with primary education or below. (Table 3)

3.3 Secondly, over the two decades from 1991 to
2011, males with different educational attainment
showed notable increases in never married
proportions. For females, similar increasing trends
were found only for those with secondary education
or above. For those females with educational
attainment at primary level or below, the never
married proportions increased mildly. For instance,
for females aged 35 - 39 and with primary or below
educational attainment, the never married proportions
were 5.8% and 7.0% in 1991 and 2011 respectively.
(Table 3)

4. Marriage

4.1 The number of registered marriages in Hong
Kong decreased from 42 568 in 1991 to the trough of
30 879 in 2000, then rebounded to the peak at 60 459
in 2012. In 2013, the number of marriages rolled
back to 55274. Correspondingly, the crude
marriage rates for both males and females exhibited
similar trend, decreasing from about
14 per 1 000 population in 1991 to about 9 in 2000,
and then increasing to about 15 in 2013. (Table 4)

FA6 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2015
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



x 3 BEE M RMER] - BE AR KBS EE RSB/ A OLA
Table 3  Proportion of never married population by sex, selected age group and educational
attainment in selected years

BEER
Educational attainment

51 FERER F HEHEY g NERBTFY =5
Sex Age group  Year Post-secondary® Secondary® Primary or below® Overall
Bk 25-29 1991 76.3 65.6 60.4 67.0
Male 1996 78.6 68.3 57.9 70.9
2001 83.1 71.8 58.7 75.5
2006 87.3 76.7 68.6 814
2011 87.1 77.4 67.0 82.6
30-34 1991 35.2 32.1 34.5 33.1
1996 40.7 37.7 36.2 38.3
2001 46.6 43.7 35.1 44.2
2006 51.3 48.6 44.3 49.6
2011 49.4 50.7 47.7 50.0
35-39 1991 15.1 14.8 18.5 16.0
1996 19.3 17.7 185 18.2
2001 23.9 23.2 21.4 23.2
2006 28.3 30.2 24.6 29.2
2011 26.4 30.8 25.4 28.8
atE 25-29 1991 66.4 42.5 26.8 43.8
Female 1996 67.9 447 23.3 50.0
2001 74.9 50.3 23.4 59.2
2006 81.3 57.7 34.7 68.7
2011 81.4 58.2 27.5 71.4
30-34 1991 33.2 19.0 11.9 18.2
1996 38.8 22.3 13.9 24.4
2001 41.6 25.0 11.7 28.9
2006 46.1 28.0 13.3 34.3
2011 46.8 31.4 13.0 38.4
35-39 1991 20.7 10.5 5.8 9.3
1996 25.3 134 1.7 13.2
2001 30.1 155 9.4 17.4
2006 314 18.4 7.0 21.2
2011 30.2 18.4 7.0 22.3

HE . BERNEEINERERL - Notes : Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.
1) MFEEESHEASEE BZIERERE (1) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
£ VERIEL AT E SRR A (highest level attended) at university and different types of
+ o diploma/certificate courses, associateship courses or

equivalent courses.

2) HFHEIERSHENEREE BTER[E SRR (2) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
AT - (highest level attended) at sixth form or equivalent courses.
B) MFHEESHEASTREE B/NE By (3) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
5 R EREESRRN AT - (highest level attended) at primary, pre-primary, no

schooling or equivalent courses.
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4.2 Remarriages have become more common in
2013 than around two decades ago. The number of
remarriages (either or both parties have married
before) rose significantly from 4892 in 1991 to
19508 in 2013. Remarriages constituted 35.3% of
all marriages in 2013, as compared with 11.5% in
1991. (Table 4)
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Table4  Number of marriages by type of marriage and crude marriage rate” in selected

years
A & e
£ SIEIE A TRESEEE  Htsn® (EFERAMEA)  Crude marriage rate®
Year First marriage of = Remarriage of either Others® All marriages
both parties or both parties (including Others) Bt e
Male Female
1991 34522 4892 3154 42 568 13.6 14.1
1996 29 397 5896 1752 37045 11.0 11.0
1997 30 427 6298 868 37593 114 11.3
1998 25064 6 082 527 31673 9.6 9.5
1999 24 520 6 230 537 31287 9.4 9.2
2000 23917 6 631 331 30879 9.3 9.0
2001 25285 7273 267 32825 9.9 9.5
2002 23515 8354 201 32070 9.7 9.2
2003 25836 9474 129 35439 10.8 10.2
2004 29 306 11922 148 41 376 12.6 11.7
2005 27834 15 042 142 43018 13.1 12.1
2006 33352 16 890 86 50 328 15.4 14.0
2007 32288 15 060 105 47 453 14.4 13.0
2008 32 765 14 492 74 47 331 14.4 12.9
2009 35338 15742 95 51175 15.6 13.9
2010 35826 16 642 90 52 558 15.9 14.1
2011 39979 18 268 122 58 369 17.6 155
2012 40 841 19 542 76 60 459 18.1 15.8
2013 35703 19 508 63 55274 16.6 14.3
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Notes: (1) Time series figures on marriages are affected by the
tendency among some couples to avoid getting married in
“blind years” in the Chinese lunar calendar. Conversely,
there will be more couples marrying in auspicious years.

(2) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had
customarily married in Hong Kong before the Marriage
Reform Ordinance was enacted in October 1971 or had
married outside Hong Kong.

(3) Crude marriage rate for males or females refers to the

number of marriages in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year
population of the same sex of that year.
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4.3 Out of the marriages registered in Hong Kong,
those between Hong Kong residents continued to
account for the largest share. In 2013, there were
28 837 marriages registered between Hong Kong
residents, accounting for 52.2% of the total.
(Table 5)

4.4  On the other hand, Mainland - Hong Kong
marriages have also taken up a significant share in the
total marriages registered in Hong Kong. In 2013,
21 030 marriages, accounting for 38.0% of the total
marriages registered in Hong Kong, were registered
by either brides or bridegrooms coming from the
Mainland. (Table 5)

45  The number of Hong Kong males marrying
females from the Mainland decreased gently from
21 220 in 1991 to 19 166 in 2013. Over the period,
the place where the Mainland - Hong Kong marriages
registered gradually shifted from the Mainland to
Hong Kong. In 1991, over 97% of these marriages
took place in the Mainland with a Certificate of
Absence of Marriage Record issued to bridegrooms
from Hong Kong. In 2013, the bulk (over 80%) was
registered in Hong Kong, with Mainland females
coming to Hong Kong as visitors and registering their
marriages with males here. (Table 5)

4.6 As for Hong Kong females marrying males
from the Mainland, the number increased
significantly from 1 390 in 1991 to 7 444 in 2013. It
took up 28.0% of total Mainland - Hong Kong
marriages in 2013, as compared to 6.1% in 1991.
(Table 5)
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Table5 Number of marriages registered in Hong Kong (HK) with both bridegrooms and
brides being HK residents, bridegrooms/brides from the mainland of China® and
number of issuance of Certificate of Absence of Marriage Records (CAMR) for
the purpose of marrying in the mainland of China in selected years
PEBHTIRE BTN MBS R B AATIRRSAMA PR R BRI R AHA
Both bridegrooms and Bridegrooms are HK residents and Brides are HK residents and
brides are HK residents Brides from the mainland of China Bridegrooms from the mainland of China
FHBE EREL B8 TRGE ERGIEL ER TREE
a3 18 Gl cEsrs, 450 @E cseerE, 40
Year Marriages Marriages Issue of  Total® Marriages Issue of  Total®
registered in HK registered in HK CAMR registered in HK CAMR
1991 36 126 590 20630 21 220 90 1300 1390
1996 31143 2215 22 349 24 564 269 1552 1821
2001 24176 5169 13211 18 380 723 1636 2 359
2002 20713 7724 10 127 17 851 977 1394 2371
2003 21441 10 185 7501 17 686 1324 1083 2 407
2004 23853 13126 7842 20968 1888 1504 3392
2005 21102 16 775 8 094 24 869 2726 2193 4919
2006 25 682 18 182 9963 28 145 3406 3077 6 483
2007 25280 15978 5910 21888 2490 1825 4315
2008 26 697 14 206 4797 19 003 2 409 1539 3948
2009 31227 13751 4394 18 145 2599 1595 4194
2010 27534 15 400 3791 19 191 3259 1577 4836
2011 30903 16 506 3806 20312 4129 1738 5867
2012 32523 16 930 3691 20 621 4930 1987 6917
2013 28 837 15737 3429 19 166 5293 2151 7444
HEE D (1) 201045t S DL B BRI A S B R R % Notes: (1) Before the reference year of 2010, the figures of
H IR ALATE A &S S S ERAC SRR TE SR » B bridegrooms/brides from the mainland of China are
CAERT R AT TS | BRI AT IR estimated with reference to two data items in the individual
(YR RRRER | DR —AF » SRR HEED B registered marriage records provided by the Immigration
e A o it Tt A Department on a monthly basis, viz. “place of previous
e e &ﬁ%ﬁ%&@ﬁﬁk’ﬁlm residence” being in the mainland of China and “duration of
FR—FNEEEN AL - 2800 AT ; i .
AR | (B AT HS 8« £ 2010 %5 stay in HK . being Iess_ than one year. The fl_gure thus
fﬂ“ 55T el {; H o compiled might have included one-way permit holders
EJF?E}?E ’ Kﬁ%iﬂﬁ%%’ﬂ?[\ PR B A entering HK and getting married in less than one year.
HYERE (BIAFT R TR IR A Nevertheless, it still provides a good proxy indicator to
HETER,HTIRAIE R - cross-boundary marriage statistics.  Since the reference
year of 2010, besides the above two data items, more
information (e.g. holding of travel document type) is used
to enhance the estimates of bridegrooms/brides from the
mainland of China.
(2) Mg TEAESOSEEIHE ) (BRBIERE (2) Since applicants with issuance of CAMR (who claimed for
RN B AEE ) A TREBRNGEES - the purpose of marrying in the mainland of China) may not
DL b A8 EH B R SRS S ey — (B 45 eventually lead to marriages, the total figure above only
o gives a crude indicator of the total number of marriages.
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4.7  The median ages at first marriage for men and
women increased from 29.1 and 26.2 in 1991 to 31.2
and 29.1 in 2013 respectively. Since 2004, the
median age at first marriage for men had remained
stable at 31.0 to 31.2 while that for women continued
to increase, reflecting the steady trend of marriage
postponement among females. As a result, while
men continued to marry at older ages than women,
the gap narrowed from about 3 years in 1991 to about
2 years in 2013. (Table 6)
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Table 6  Median age at first marriage by sex in selected years

t Bt ttt
Year Male Female
1991 29.1 26.2
1996 30.0 26.9
2001 30.2 27.5
2002 30.5 27.6
2003 30.8 27.8
2004 31.1 28.1
2005 31.2 28.0
2006 31.2 28.2
2007 31.2 28.3
2008 311 28.4
2009 31.0 28.5
2010 31.2 28.7
2011 31.2 28.9
2012 31.1 29.0
2013 31.2 29.1
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5. Divorce

5.1  The number of divorce decrees granted in 2013
were about four times that in 1991, from 6 295 to
22 271. Eliminating the effect of population growth,
the crude divorce rate, which relates the number of
divorce decrees granted to the mid-year population,

still increased rapidly over the same period. In

2013,
population as compared with 1.1 in 1991.

the crude divorce rate was 3.1 per 1000
(Table 7)
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Table 7 Number of divorce decrees granted and crude divorce rate in selected years

42 WAEARREH R

Year Divorce decrees granted Crude divorce rate®

1991 6 295 111

1996 9473 1.48

2001 13425 2.00

2002 12943 1.92

2003 13 829 2.05

2004 15604 2.30

2005 14 873 2.18

2006 17 424 2.54

2007 18 403 2.66

2008 17771 2.55

2009 17 002 2.44

2010 18 167 2.59

2011 19 597 2.77

2012 21125 2.95

2013 22271 3.10

AR (1) MEREREREEERN O EEAEEESEEHE Note: (1) Crude divorce rate refers to the number of divorce decrees
S EE P ET2 AR - granted in a calendar year per 1 000 mid-year population of

that year.
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5.2  When analysed by educational attainment,
there were significant increases in the proportions of
divorce/separation for those with lower education
over the past 20 years. For instance, the proportion
of divorce/separation of men aged 45-49 with
primary education or below was 6.9% in 2011, which
more than tripled that in 1991, at 1.9%. For women,
the increase was even more prominent.  The
proportion of divorce/separation of women aged
45 - 49 with primary education or below was 10.2%
in 2011, compared to 1.8% in 1991. (Table 8)

5.3 In the 1990s, generally higher proportions of
divorced/separated population could be found among
men and women with higher educational attainment.
Entering the 2000s, this trend had changed, with
higher proportions of divorce/separation observed
among those with lower educational attainment in
most of the selected age groups. Using men aged
50 - 54 as an illustration, in 1991, the proportion of
divorce/separation of men with post-secondary
education was 2.5%, higher than other educational
attainment groups. In 2011, for the same age group,
the highest proportion of divorce/separation, at 5.5%,
was found among men with primary or below
education. (Table 8)
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Table8 Proportion of divorced/separated population by sex, selected age group and
educational attainment in selected years
BEEE
Educational attainment

51 E@En F HEHEY g BT it
Sex Age group  Year Post-secondary® Secondary® Primary or below® Overall
HiE 40-44 1991 1.6 19 1.9 1.8
Male 1996 2.6 24 25 25
2001 24 2.9 3.1 2.8
2006 2.9 4.1 4.5 3.8
2011 2.6 51 55 4.3
45-49 1991 2.0 1.8 19 1.8
1996 3.8 25 25 2.7
2001 3.0 3.2 34 3.3
2006 3.3 3.5 4.8 3.7
2011 34 5.1 6.9 4.8
50-54 1991 2.5 2.0 1.7 19
1996 2.9 2.3 2.6 25
2001 35 3.1 3.1 3.2
2006 4.4 4.5 5.0 4.6
2011 3.9 4.6 55 4.7
£tk 40-44 1991 2.8 2.7 2.1 24
Female 1996 5.4 44 3.4 4.1
2001 4.8 6.1 6.1 6.0
2006 5.6 7.9 8.6 7.5
2011 5.1 9.1 11.2 8.2
45-49 1991 34 2.8 1.8 2.3
1996 6.3 4.2 34 4.0
2001 7.0 6.6 54 6.1
2006 7.1 9.4 9.2 9.0
2011 7.8 9.8 10.2 9.5
50-54 1991 4.1 2.8 1.9 2.3
1996 4.9 4.3 3.2 3.7
2001 5.9 6.4 4.9 5.5
2006 9.1 9.3 8.2 8.8
2011 7.8 10.1 9.9 9.7

HE . BERNEEINERERL - Notes : Figures exclude foreign domestic helpers.
1) BFEEESHEASEE BIERERE (1) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
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(highest level attended) at university and different types of
diploma/certificate courses, associateship courses or
equivalent courses.

(2) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
(highest level attended) at sixth form or equivalent courses.

(3) Figures include all persons with educational attainment
(highest level attended) at primary, pre-primary, no
schooling or equivalent courses.
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