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The socio-economic ties between Hong Kong, the mainland of China and
Macao are growing stronger, leading to tremendous growth in cross-boundary
travel over the years.

The Planning Department has been conducting a programme of cross-
boundary travel surveys since 1999 to collect statistical information about the
characteristics of cross-boundary trips and trip makers on a regular basis.
The Cross-boundary Travel Survey 2013/14, conducted during February to
March 2014, is the eighth round of the survey.

This article briefly describes the major findings of the survey.
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Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the Planning
Department.  Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Cross-boundary
Infrastructure and Development Section, Planning Department

(Tel. : 2231 4707; E-mail : cidpd@pland.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Cross-boundary Travel Survey 2013/14
(2013/14 Survey) collected statistical information
about the patterns of cross-boundary trips as well as
the socio-economic profiles of trip makers. It
provides reference data for bureaux/departments and
other stakeholders to better understand cross-
boundary travel activities, which is crucial to
government planning work relating to cross-boundary
transport infrastructure, community and tourism-
related facilities.

1.2 The 2013/14 Survey was conducted at
10 immigration control points' from 24 February to
9 March 2014. A total of 57 300 passengers and
17 400 drivers were interviewed.

1.3 Detailed findings of the survey were released
in the report entitled Northbound Southbound
2013/14 published in December 2014. This article
briefly describes the major findings of the survey.
Comparison with the findings of previous rounds of
the survey’ is also presented where applicable. The
figures presented in this article for a particular year
refer to the two-week survey period but not the whole
year.

2.  Concepts and definitions

2.1 A cross-boundary passenger trip is a one-way
movement of a person as passenger between Hong
Kong and the mainland of China (the Mainland) or
between Hong Kong and Macao in either direction.

The arrival to Hong Kong and departure from Hong

Kong of a round trip are counted as two separate

trips.

1  The 10 immigration control points include the Lo Wu Control Point,
Hung Hom Control Point, Lok Ma Chau Spur Line Control Point,
Man Kam To Control Point, Lok Ma Chau Control Point, Sha Tau
Kok Control Point, Shenzhen Bay Control Point, China Ferry
Terminal, Macau Ferry Terminal and Hong Kong International
Airport.

2 The previous 7 rounds of survey were conducted in October to
November 1999, November 2001, November 2003, November to
December 2006, November to December 2007, November 2009 and
October to November 2011.
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2.2 A cross-boundary vehicle trip is a one-way
movement of a vehicle, including private cars, shuttle
buses and coaches, container trucks and other types
of goods vehicles, between Hong Kong and the
Mainland in either direction.

3. Cross-boundary passenger trips

3.1 The socio-economic ties between Hong Kong,
the Mainland and Macao are growing stronger,
leading to tremendous growth in cross-boundary
travel over the years. The average daily number of
658 100 cross-boundary passenger trips in 2014 as
recorded in the two-week survey period was more
than 60% higher than that of 408 200 trips in 2003.
(Table 1)

3.2 Of all the cross-boundary passenger trips in
2014, 91.9% were passenger trips between Hong
Kong and the Mainland, and the remaining 8.1%
were between Hong Kong and Macao. An average
daily cross-boundary passenger trips of 604 900 was
recorded in 2014 for the former, representing an
increase of 7.6% over 2011. The corresponding
figures for the latter were 53 200 trips and a decrease
of 1.7%. (Table1l)
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Tablel  Average daily cross-boundary passenger trips by trip ends
AR
Number of trips
1999 2001 2003 2006 2007 2009 2011  2013/14
REEZRG GETAE GETiE GETRE ST ST SEE GREE fohRE
Trip ends Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey
1FARE A S A 284600 333200 382800 448100 490900 504600 562400 604 900
Between Hong Kong and (93.5%)  (93.2%)  (93.8%)  (92.3%)  (90.9%) (915%)  (91.2%)  (91.9%)

the Mainland

AR T s K AP 19 600 24 200 25 400 37 400 49 100 46 600 54100 53 200
Between Hong Kong and Macao (6.5%) (6.8%) (6.2%) (7.7%) (9.1%) (8.5%) (8.8%)  (8.1%)
4EET 304300 357400 408200 485500 539900 551300 616500 658 100
Total (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.09%) (100.09%) (100.09%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
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Notes : Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares of cross-
boundary passenger trips, which are derived from unrounded
figures.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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4. Passenger trips between Hong Kong
and the Mainland

4.1 Four different types of passengers between
Hong Kong and the Mainland on the basis of their
usual places of residence were distinguished for
analytical purposes, namely :

(i)  People Living in Hong Kong — all people who
reported “Hong Kong” as their usual place of
residence during the enumeration;

(i) Hong Kong Residents® Living in the
Mainland - all Hong Kong Permanent and
Non-Permanent Residents who reported “the
Mainland” as their usual place of residence
during the enumeration;

(iii)  Visitors from the Mainland — all people who
were usually living in the Mainland, except
those who were Hong Kong Residents. This
group comprised mainly Mainland Residents
but also included a small number of people
whose places of origin were outside the
Mainland or Hong Kong but who were usually
living in the Mainland; and

(iv) People Living in Other Places — all people who
were usually living in places outside the
Mainland and Hong Kong. A small number
of Hong Kong Residents as well as Mainland
Residents usually living in such places are
included.

4.2 Although trips made by People Living in Hong
Kong still make up higher proportion of the
passenger trips between Hong Kong and the
Mainland, their share declined from 60.8% in 2011 to
51.9% in 2014. In absolute terms, the average daily
number of trips they made also dropped by 8.1%
from 341 800 trips in 2011 to 314 200 trips in 2014.
(Table 2)

4.3 The share of trips by Hong Kong Residents
Living in the Mainland increased from 12.6% in 2011
to 13.6% in 2014, and in absolute terms the number
of trips increased from an average daily of 70 800
trips in 2011 to 82 400 trips in 2014. (Table 2)

3 “Hong Kong Residents” refer to persons who have the status of
Hong Kong Permanent Residents or Hong Kong Non-Permanent
Residents, regardless of their current usual place of residence.
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4.4 Following the continual development of
economic and community connections between the
Mainland and Hong Kong and the expansion of the
Individual Visit Scheme* (IVS), the number of
passenger trips made by Visitors from the Mainland
increased from an average daily of 39 200 trips in
2003 to 136 600 trips in 2011 and further increased to
195 800 trips in 2014. Their shares also rose from
10.2% in 2003 to 24.3% in 2011 and further to 32.4%
in 2014. (Table 2)

%2 e R B AR E M 9 B kg AR

Table2  Average daily passenger trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland by passenger
type
AR
Number of trips
1999 2001 2003 2006 2007 2009 2011  2013/14
TREE GETREE GETHEE SFERE GETEE SRR SRR SETE GENRRE
Passenger type Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey
EREAEANL 239900 275400 299400 329300 349300 342600 341800 314 200
People Living in Hong Kong (84.3%)  (82.7%)  (78.2%)  (735%) (712%) (67.9%)  (60.8%) (51.9%)
ERANEEER 18 900 33100 36 200 38 400 49 500 53000 70800 82400
Hong Kong Residents Living in (6.6%) (9.9%) (9.5%) (8.6%)  (10.1%)  (105%) (12.6%) (13.6%)
the Mainland
A E NHATIRE 14100 17 600 39 200 65 200 76 800 94400 136600 195800
Visitors from the Mainland (5.0%) (5.3%)  (10.2%)  (14.6%) (15.6%) (18.7%) (24.3%) (32.4%)
JERHA T A 11700 7100 8100 15100 15 200 14 600 13200 12400
People Living in Other Places (4.1%) (2.1%) (2.1%) (3.4%) (3.1%) (2.9%) (23%)  (2.1%)
HEEt 284600 333200 382800 448100 490900 504600 562400 604 900
Total (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.09%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
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Notes : Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares of passenger
trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland, which are derived
from unrounded figures.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

4 The Individual Visit Scheme (IVS) was first introduced in four
Guangdong cities (Dongguan, Zhongshan, Jiangmen and Foshan) on
28 July 2003. The Scheme allows residents of these cities to travel
to Hong Kong individually. Prior to the Scheme, Mainland
Residents usually could only travel to Hong Kong on business visas
or group tours. The coverage of the Scheme has expanded in the
past years. The Scheme is now implemented in 49 Mainland cities,
and from April 2009 onwards, a measure of one-year multiple-entry
IVS endorsement to Hong Kong is implemented in Shenzhen.
Under the Scheme, eligible Mainland Residents in cities covered by
the Scheme can apply for the relevant exit endorsement from the
relevant Mainland authorities.  The endorsement is valid for
3 months or 1 year and good for one, two or multiple visit(s) (only
applicable to Shenzhen residents with permanent household
registration) to Hong Kong. The endorsement holder can stay in
Hong Kong for not more than 7 days on each visit.
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Trips made by People Living in Hong Kong

4.5 The most common purposes of People Living
in Hong Kong for visiting the Mainland were leisure,
visiting relatives and friends, and business. Of the
trips they made in 2014, 42.0% were for leisure,
27.1% for visiting relatives and friends, and 18.6%
for business. (Table 3)

4.6 94.2% of the trips made by People Living in
Hong Kong were for visiting places within the Pearl
River Delta region. Within the region, Shenzhen
remained their most popular place of visit. In 2014,
74.3% of the trips between Hong Kong and the
Mainland (or an average daily of 233 400 trips) made
by People Living in Hong Kong were to or from
Shenzhen. (Table 3)

4.7 53.5% of trips between Hong Kong and the
Mainland (or an average daily of 168 200 trips) made
by People Living in Hong Kong in 2014 were same-
day trips. The proportion of trips lasted for one to
two nights and three nights or more were 33.9% and
11.0% respectively. (Table 3)
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Table3  Summary statistics of passenger trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland made
by People Living in Hong Kong, 2013/14 Survey
EREBAL
People Living in Hong Kong
FggH AR 314 200
Average daily trips
FEAMTRE BB T HIRE AR (BHath)
Distribution of passenger trips by trip purpose to the Mainland (percentage)
JHH 42.0%
Leisure
R 21.1%
Visiting relatives and friends
NER 18.6%
Business
Bt 7.1%
Work
HA Y 5.2%
Other purposes
FAEAHVREEZREE IR AR AR (H ot
Distribution of passenger trips by trip ends in the Mainland (percentage)
HT=rAM 94.2%
Pearl River Delta
Hofr
within which:
F 74.3%
Shenzhen
R 7.5%
Dongguan
N 5.8%
Guangzhou
s B A At 35 1.3%
Other places in Guangdong Province
P LA S 4.5%
Other places in the Mainland
FAEA B B R B R AR SR (FHth)
Distribution of passenger trips by duration of stay in the Mainland (percentage)
FBE 53.5%
Same-day
— £ [ 33.9%
One to two night(s)
=F IR 8.3%
Three to six nights
EQIANIH 2.8%
More than six nights
RIRE 1.6%
Not decided yet

R (E X e TS
AR E WA IR AL A A e R R A KT
SrEE R DUOREGE AL B a5t 5 - R IS 7o AR
& (EFIE DS ATRE 22 100%
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Notes : Figure is rounded to the nearest hundred.

Percentage shares of passenger trips between Hong Kong and the
Mainland made by People Living in Hong Kong are derived
from unrounded figures. They may not add up to 100% due to
rounding.
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Trips made by Visitors from the Mainland

4.8 There was an average daily of 143 900 trips
made by IVS visitors in 2014, representing a notable
increase of 53.0% over that of 94 000 trips in 2011.
This was contributed by the marked increase in both
the general VS visitors and one-year multiple-entry
IVS visitors. It was observed that the average daily
number of trips made by general VS visitors grew by
14.9% from 58 400 trips in 2011 to 67 100 trips in
2014. Besides, the average daily number of trips
made by one-year multiple-entry IVS visitors doubled
from 35700 trips in 2011 to 76 900 trips in 2014.
(Chart 1)
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Chartl Average daily passenger trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland made by
Visitors from the Mainland by type of endorsement
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Notes : Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares of passenger
trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland made by Visitors
from the Mainland, which are derived from unrounded figures.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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4.9 In 2014, trips made by Visitors from the
Mainland, irrespective of whether or not under the
IVS, were predominantly for leisure purpose (72.2%
for general IVS visitors, 74.2% for one-year multiple-
entry IVS visitors and 56.1% for non-IVS visitors)
and for visiting relatives and friends (17.5% for
general IVS visitors, 13.8% for one-year multiple-
entry VS visitors and 15.1% for non-I1VS visitors).
(Table 4)

4.10 While coming to Hong Kong for leisure was
the main purpose among Visitors from the Mainland,
there was an apparent difference in the duration of
stay in Hong Kong among visitors coming under
different types of endorsement. One-year multiple-
entry IVS visitors tended to make short trips, with
84.7% being same-day trips and 12.7% lasted for one
to two nights. On the other hand, the duration of
trips made by general VS visitors and non-IVS
visitors was longer.  The distributions of trip
duration of these two types of visitors were rather
similar, with some 40%, 30% and 20% being same-
day trips, one to two-night trips and over two-night
trips respectively. (Table 4)
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Table4  Summary statistics of passenger trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland made

by Visitors from the Mainland, 2013/14 Survey

—BHT
MEAZE
One-year Fra 2 8 Pyt
—f% "{EAZE, multipleentry 3k TEAZE HIEE
General Individual Individual Non-Individual All Visitors from
Visit Scheme  Visit Scheme Visit Scheme the Mainland
HEgH AKX 67 100 76 900 51 900 195 800
Average daily trips (34.2%) (39.2%) (26.5%) (100.0%)
R ABTE BB RIS AR (B
Distribution of passenger trips by trip purpose to
Hong Kong (percentage)
JHIH] 72.2% 74.2% 56.1% 68.7%
Leisure
REHR 17.5% 13.8% 15.1% 15.4%
Visiting relatives and friends
NEE 6.4% 6.9% 15.6% 9.0%
Business
HALHEY 3.9% 5.2% 13.1% 6.8%
Other purposes
AT AEER B IRE AR (2t
Distribution of passenger trips by duration of stay
in Hong Kong (percentage)
AR 42.5% 84.7% 47.8% 60.5%
Same-day
— T 32.9% 12.7% 31.5% 24.6%
One to two night(s)
EQNT 24.6% 2.6% 20.7% 14.9%
More than two nights"
RE L WFCOE B REEIE I - Notes : Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred.
FEIR NIV BE e AR B s T E TS A, Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares of passenger
Bk A e R TR A R B 4 HE trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland made by Visitors
from the Mainland, which are derived from unrounded figures.
FHAPURE T ARRI G - (ERI B AR AT e SRR Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
7
N ORISR TARRE S - A Including “Not decided yet”.
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5. Vehicle trips

5.1 During the two-week survey period in 2014,
there was an average daily of 42 000 cross-boundary
vehicle trips recorded at the four road-based control
points®, representing a decrease of 5.1% as compared
with 44 300 trips recorded in 2011. (Table 5)

5.2 The number of private car trips dropped from
an average daily of 18400 trips in 2011 to
18 100 trips in 2014, representing a slight decrease of
1.7%. On the other hand, the coach trips increased
by 18.1% from an average daily of 2 500 trips to
3000 trips, whereas the shuttle bus trips between
Huanggang and San Tin (via the Lok Ma Chau
Control Point) decreased by 24.6% to an average
daily of 700 trips in 2014. (Table 5)

5.3 The number of goods vehicle trips other than
container trucks decreased from an average daily of
12900 trips in 2011 to 11800 trips in 2014.
Container truck trips recorded a decrease of 11.0%,
from an average daily of 9500 trips in 2011 to
8 500 trips in 2014. (Table 5)

5.4 Interms of share among all vehicle trips, goods
vehicle (including container trucks) trips fell slightly
from 50.7% in 2011 to 48.2% in 2014. Private car
trips, however, rose from 41.6% to 43.1%. Coach
trips rose from 5.7% in 2011 to 7.2% in 2014 and
shuttle bus trips decreased from 2.0% to 1.6%.
(Table 5)

5  The four road-based control points include the Man Kam To Control
Point, Lok Ma Chau Control Point, Sha Tau Kok Control Point and
Shenzhen Bay Control Point.
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Table5  Average daily vehicle trips between Hong Kong and the Mainland by vehicle type
R
Number of trips
1999 2001 2003 2006 2007 2009 2011 2013/14
SR FEHRE GEEE GEHREE ST SRR SGRNEEE GETEE SRR
Vehicle type Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey Survey
EfEE 13700 12 600 12 800 11 300 11 000 8 800 9500 8500
Container truck (45.6%)  (402%)  (32.7%)  (26.8%) (24.6%) (204%)  (21.5%) (20.2%)
& (BRI 12 000 12 100 15 700 15 800 15 600 13 900 12 900 11 800
Goods vehicle (other (40.0%)  (38.7%)  (40.4%)  (37.5%) (34.8%) (32.4%)  (29.2%) (28.0%)

than container truck)

L 3300 5200 7 500 11 600 14 100 16 700 18 400 18 100
Private car (11.0%)  (165%)  (19.3%)  (27.6%) (31.6%) (38.9%)  (41.6%) (43.1%)
P38t 900 1000 2 100 2 300 3000 2 600 2500 3000
Coach (2.9%) (3.3%) (5.5%) (5.4%) (6.6%) (6.2%) (5.7%) (7.2%)
ZERE 200 400 800 1200 1100 900 900 700
Shuttle bus (0.6%) (1.3%) (2.1%) (2.8%) (2.4%) (2.1%) (2.0%) (1.6%)
4T 30000 31300 39 000 42 100 44700 42 800 44 300 42 000
Total (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)  (100.09%)  (100.0%) (100.0%)  (100.0%)

R BT E R E A -
FE SR IRV 1 DOR SO (i B st B PTG AR
BN EATEEREE L -

HTRA IS FA B 4+ (BB PIAE A 7T B ER
RE -

6. EftaH

6.1 f£ 20142 H#E 3 A#fTHY 12013/14
RS SURES AT ) HURRAHAE R - FAR
FEIZ ARy (JEEmsk 2013/14) #H&E=H
I v = T D A -1/ = < 1
(www.pland.gov.hk/pland_tc/p_study/comp_s/
nbsb2013-2014/index.html) N#Z s E -

FHRGET AT 201545
BERRITRE BUFSETR

Notes : Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares of vehicle trips
between Hong Kong and the Mainland, which are derived from
unrounded figures.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

6. Further reference

6.1 Detailed results of the Cross-boundary Travel
Survey conducted during February to March 2014
have been released in the report entitled Northbound
Southbound 2013/14 published by the Planning
Department. This report can be downloaded at the
website of the Planning Department
(www.pland.gov.hk/pland_en/p_study/comp_s/nbsb2
013-2014/index.html).
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