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The port of Hong Kong is a major hub port of the Asia-Pacific region. Hong
Kong’s port cargo throughput increased from 221 million tonnes in 2004 to
298 million tonnes in 2014, representing an average annual growth rate of
3.0%. The port cargo movements between Hong Kong and the mainland of
China (the Mainland) accounted for 50.1% of Hong Kong’s port cargo
throughput in 2014. About 79.4% of the port cargo movements between
Hong Kong and the Mainland were in the Pearl River Delta region.

This article provides a detailed analysis of the port cargo statistics of Hong
Kong from 2004 to 2014.

WA SRR - SABEBUR ST RS MEIN L5 5 R AL 4R T4E
(EEzh  (852) 2582 4889 ; & : shipping@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Outward Processing and Shipping
Statistics Section, Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2582 4889; E-mail : shipping@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The port of Hong Kong is a major hub port of
the Asia-Pacific region. Hong Kong’s port cargo
throughput increased from 221 million tonnes in
2004 to 298 million tonnes in 2014, representing an
average annual growth rate of 3.0%. The port cargo
movements between Hong Kong and the mainland of
China (the Mainland) accounted for 50.1% of Hong
Kong’s port cargo throughput in 2014. About
79.4% of the port cargo movements between Hong
Kong and the Mainland were in the Pearl River Delta
(PRD) region.

1.2 This article provides a detailed analysis of the
port cargo statistics of Hong Kong from 2004 to
2014.

2. Sources for compiling port cargo
statistics

2.1 Hong Kong’s port cargo statistics are compiled
based on a sample of consignments listed on cargo
manifests submitted by shipping companies. For
details of the methodology, please refer to the
quarterly report Hong Kong Shipping Statistics
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/sp130.jsp?product
Code=B1020008) published by the Census and
Statistics Department.

3. Port cargo throughput of Hong
Kong
Overview

3.1 In 2014, the port cargo accounted for 91.2% of
the overall cargo movements by all transport modes.
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Shipment type*

3.2 Between 2004 and 2014, the average annual
growth rate of port cargo was 3.0%. Within this
total, the average annual growth rate of transhipment
cargo and direct shipment cargo were 4.0% and 2.1%
respectively. The share of transhipment cargo in
total port cargo increased from 46.6% in 2004 to
51.4% in 2014. (Chart 1)
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Chart1l Port cargo throughput by shipment type, 2004 to 2014
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Note :  Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port
cargo throughput by shipment type.

1 Goods imported into Hong Kong or exported/re-exported from
Hong Kong are classified as direct shipment, whereas goods
transhipped in Hong Kong under a through bill of lading (as
distinguished from those imported into Hong Kong for
subsequent re-exportation) are classified as transhipment.
Statistics do not include goods in transit through Hong Kong.
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Seaborne/River?

3.3 In 2014, within port cargo, seaborne and river
cargo reached 197 million tonnes and 100 million
tonnes respectively. (Table 1)

3.4 Between 2004 and 2014, the average annual
growth rate of river cargo (4.9%) was higher than
that of the seaborne cargo (2.2%). The share of
river cargo in total port cargo rose from 28.2% in
2004 to 33.7% in 2014. (Table 1)
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Tablel Port cargo throughput by seaborne/river, 2004 and 2010 to 2014
T (A FEIRRIN)
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified
g
RS
Average annual
rate of change
2004 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2004-2014
7K 220 879 267 815 277 444 269 282 276 055 297 737 +3.0%
Waterborne (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
NESE 158 617 182 004 194 926 188 860 184 238 197 321 +2.2%
Seaborne (71.8%) (68.0%) (70.3%) (70.1%) (66.7%) (66.3%)
S 62 262 85811 82518 80 423 91817 100 416 +4.9%
River (28.2%) (32.0%) (29.7%) (29.9%) (33.3%) (33.7%)
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Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port
cargo throughput by seaborne/river.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

Countries/Territories

3.5 During the period from 2004 to 2014, the port
cargo movements between Hong Kong and the
Mainland recorded an average annual growth rate
of 6.2%. They continued to account for the largest

2 Port cargo comprises seaborne and river cargo. Seaborne cargo
refers to those carried by ocean vessels while river cargo refers to
those carried by river vessels. Ocean vessels refer to vessels
operating beyond the river trade limits while river vessels refer to
vessels plying exclusively within the river trade limits.
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share of Hong Kong’s port cargo throughput, being

50.1% in 2014.

This was followed by the port

cargo movements between Hong Kong and the
United States of America (U.S.A.), which accounted
for 5.4% of Hong Kong’s port cargo throughput in

2014.

(Table 2 and Chart 2)
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Table 2  Port cargo throughput by country/territory, 2004 and 2014
TN (AR
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified
HTEY E-EY =5
Cargo discharged Cargo loaded Overall
P P P aE
R SR gER
Average Average Average
annual annual annual
rate of rate of rate of
Bx,HE change change change
Country/territory 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014
PR A 43729 94 270 +8.0% 38 333 54 985 +3.7% 82063 149256 +6.2%
The mainland of China (32.4%) (51.2%) (44.6%)  (48.4%) (37.2%)  (50.1%)
= 7678 10 028 +2.7% 11 526 6011 -6.3% 19 204 16 039 -1.8%
United States of (5.7%) (5.4%) (13.4%) (5.3%) (8.7%) (5.4%)
America
HA 10 025 10 129 +0.1% 2 806 5033 +6.0% 12 831 15161 +1.7%
Japan (7.4%) (5.5%) (3.3%) (4.4%) (5.8%) (5.1%)
] 824 4503 +18.5% 1338 8194  +19.9% 2162 12697  +19.4%
Vietnam (0.6%) (2.4%) (1.6%) (7.2%) (1.0%) (4.3%)
=0 13133 7188 -5.8% 3375 4172 +2.1% 16 508 11361 -3.7%
Taiwan (9.7%) (3.9%) (3.9%) (3.7%) (7.5%) (3.8%)
Hrhnsz 11 050 7991 -3.2% 1549 2385 +4.4% 12599 10375 -1.9%
Singapore (8.2%) (4.3%) (1.8%) (2.1%) (5.7%) (3.5%)
EIEJEVS 5 9231 7906 -1.5% 1200 1924 +4.8% 10 431 9830 -0.6%
Indonesia (6.8%) (4.3%) (1.4%) (1.7%) (4.7%) (3.3%)
HoAtr 39185 42170 +0.7% 25899 30849 +1.8% 65083 73019 +1.2%
Others (29.1%) (22.9%) (30.1%) (27.2%) (29.5%) (24.5%)
&t 134854 184185 +3.2% 86 025 113552 +2.8% 220879 297 737 +3.0%
Overall (100.0%6) (100.0%0) (100.0%) (100.0%0) (100.0%) (100.09%0)
SRR SRR IEE R HE B SR O S EH Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port
HIE S EE A - cargo throughput by country/territory.
A VURE FL AR % o (B BT kL s vy i AR R Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
£
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1938 B EE R 1S AL 24) 40% - F It Kong and the PRD accounted for about 40% of Hong

y Kong’s port cargo throughput in 2014.  This
3 — TR YIRS o
A BRI = AR SRR (&3) reflected the close economic relations between Hong

Kong and the PRD. (Table 3)
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Table3  Port cargo movements between Hong Kong and the mainland of China, 2004 and
2010 to 2014

T (SAEFEHERIN)
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified

g
LTRSS

Average

annual rate

of change

2004 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2004-2014

FARMTARZR & MrsO8E s 220879 267815 277444 269282 276055 297 737 +3.0%
Port cargo movements between Hong Kong and (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
all countries/territories

TR RN ENEOSESE 82063 112267 114243 109096 121424 149 256 +6.2%
Port cargo movements between Hong Kong
and the mainland of China

B BRI A B R a2 &R (37.2%)  (41.9%)  (41.2%) (40.5%) (44.0%)  (50.1%)
HEFNIE 7

As a percentage of port cargo movements

between Hong Kong and all

countries/territories

AR T =AM MEO & E 62499 84904 82582 79959 91313 118580 +6.6%
%

Port cargo movements between Hong
Kong and the Pearl River Delta

BB RIPT AR, Wl fjiE#  (28.3%) (3L7%) (29.8%) (29.7%) (33.1%) (39.8%)
INy=3Z i = oarn
As a percentage of port cargo

movements between Hong Kong

and all countries/territories

1 BB E A 2 & & 7E  [16.2%]  [75.6%]  [72.3%] [73.3%] [75.2%] [79.4%]
BB

As a percentage of port cargo

movements between Hong Kong

and the mainland of China
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3.7 In 2014, 79.4% of the port cargo movements
between Hong Kong and the Mainland were taken up
by the PRD. Within this, Zhuhai had the largest
share (19.5%), followed by Guangzhou (14.2%) and
Jiangmen/Xinhui (10.9%). (Chart 2)

& 2 2014 i/ HE Sy LB BRI EYEH&
Chart2 Port cargo throughput in terms of tonnage by country/territory, 2014
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S E R LA cargo movements between Hong Kong and the mainland of
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3.8  fESERST o TIEEEREE (B 3.8 Analysed by commodity section, the largest
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share of port cargo throughput in 2014 was taken up
by “crude materials, inedible, except fuels” (36.0%),
followed by “manufactured goods” (25.3%) and
“chemicals and related products” (12.6%).

(Table 4)
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Table4  Port cargo throughput by commaodity section, 2004 and 2014
TFAugE (SHFEHEERN)
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified
HTEY ELEW &
Cargo discharged Cargo loaded Overall
PG PG PG
o IIES - IES IR
Average Average Average
annual annual annual
rate of rate of rate of
=t bl change change change
Commaodity section 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014
FEEREREE (RREIERSN) 21602 70437  +125% 14257 36663 +9.9% 35858 107100  +11.6%
Crude materials, inedible, (16.0%) (38.2%) (16.6%) (32.3%) (16.2%) (36.0%)
except fuels
BB 45936 41849 -0.9% 40534 33614 -1.9% 86470 75464 -1.4%
Manufactured goods (34.1%) (22.7%) (47.1%) (29.6%) (39.1%) (25.3%)
(BB R AR R 7 o 23725 20494 -15% 13461 17052 +2.4% 37186 37546 +0.1%
Chemicals and related products  (17.6%) (11.1%) (15.6%) (15.0%) (16.8%) (12.6%)
'Y Bk R 9155 18325 +72% 5084 14596  +11.1% 14239 32922 +8.7%
Food; beverages and tobacco (6.8%)  (9.9%) (5.9%) (12.9%) (6.4%) (11.1%)
BEIEREE ~ B R B 24 596 23791 -0.3% 1337 1154 -1.5% 25933 24945 -0.4%
I B - AR RS (18.2%)  (12.9%) (1.6%)  (1.0%) (11.7%)  (8.4%)
e
Mineral fuels, lubricants and
related materials; animal
and vegetable oils, fats and
waxes
Ttk s sc i T2 9774 9265 -05% 11298 10437 -0.8% 21071 19702 -0.7%
Machinery and transport (7.2%)  (5.0%) (13.1%)  (9.2%) (9.5%) (6.6%)
equipment
REEDTHHIEY) 67 23 -10.1% 54 35 -4.2% 120 58 -7.1%
Commodities not classified (8) (8) (0.1%) (8) (0.1%) (8
elsewhere
=11 134854 184185 +3.2% 86025 113552 +2.800 220879 297737 +3.0%
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
HRE - FESRNEFE R S RERE RO SR EN Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port cargo

B 5 HA A -
IR T AR © (ERIB I T A B
-
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throughput by commodity section.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding

§ Less than 0.05%.
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Cargo types

3.9 The percentage share of containerised cargo in
port cargo throughput decreased from 75.3% in 2004
to 67.4% in 2014. On the other hand, the
percentage share of unpacked solid bulk cargo
increased from 9.0% in 2004 to 22.1% in 2014.
(Table 5)

3.10 In 2014, containerised cargo accounted for a
larger share (84.9%) of cargo loaded than its
corresponding share (56.6%) of cargo discharged.

LEE (56.6%)

o 1 2004 fEJRHHERFELCIAY S

A similar situation was observed in 2004.

(Table 5)

He  (F£5)
=5 2004 4} 2014 Fi EYEEEITHEO BRI &
Table5  Port cargo throughput by cargo type, 2004 and 2014
TAm (SAEFHEERIN)
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified
HTEY BEEEY =1
Cargo discharged Cargo loaded Overall
PG PG PG
FWER gER FWER
Average Average Average
annual annual annual
rate of rate of rate of
EYEs change change change
Cargo type 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014
EfEEY 90295 104313 +15% 75976 96412 +2.4% 166271 200726 +1.9%
Containerised cargo (67.0%) (56.6%) (88.3%) (84.9%) (75.3%) (67.4%)
BALEREHE 18664 52815  +11.0% 1194 12924  +26.9% 19857 65739  +12.7%
Unpacked solid bulk cargo  (13.8%) (28.7%) (1.4%) (11.4%) (9.0%) (22.1%)
SRR E 15862 15353 -0.3% 1093 464 -82% 16955 15817 -0.7%
Unpacked liquid bulk (11.8%) (8.3%) (1.3%) (0.4%) (7.7%) (5.3%)
cargo
B E 10034 11703 +1.6% 7762 3751 -7.0% 17796 15 455 -1.4%
Break bulk cargo (7.4%) (6.4%) (9.0%) (3.3%) (8.1%) (5.2%)
=i 134854 184 185 +3.2% 86025 113552 +2.8% 220879 297 737 +3.0%
Overall (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)
R ESNEEIEEEYEEE RO EYEHEN Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port

[ER=nrii

FHRAPURE FARR (8 > ISR AR m] AE BAR SR

¥ o
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cargo throughput by cargo type.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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Cargo handling locations

3.11 Analysed by cargo handling location, container
terminals handled the largest share (55.8%) of the
port cargo throughput in 2014, followed by berths
and wharves (including public cargo working areas)
(30.8%) as well as anchorages and buoys (13.4%).
(Table 6)

3.12 In 2014, container terminals handled a larger
share (68.3%) of cargo loaded than the corresponding
share (48.1%) of cargo discharged. A similar
situation was observed in 2004. (Table 6)

x6 2004 £ ;¢ 2014 S RV EIM RS 2 HE O Y BT 8

Table 6  Port cargo throughput by cargo handling location, 2004 and 2014
T (SAEFEARRSN)
Thousand tonnes, unless otherwise specified
#HTEY EFEY =1
Cargo discharged Cargo loaded Overall
g P g
- IES o IIES EHR
Average Average Average
annual annual annual
rate of rate of rate of
B R, change change change
Cargo handling location 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014 2004 2014 2004-2014
GRS 49107 88653 +6.1% 44304 77537 +5.8% 93411 166 190 +5.9%
Container terminals (36.4%) (48.1%) (51.5%) (68.3%) (42.3%) (55.8%)
AL EEETE (G 53007 74681 +35% 21522 16915 -2.4% 74530 91596 +2.1%
NSRS ) (39.3%)  (40.5%) (25.0%)  (14.9%) (33.7%) (30.8%)
Berths and wharves
(including public cargo
working areas)
T A BE AT 32740 20852 -44% 20198 19099 -0.6% 52938 39951 -2.8%
Anchorages and buoys (24.3%) (11.3%) (23.5%) (16.8%) (24.0%) (13.4%)
=t 134854 184185 +3.2% 86025 113552 +2.8% 220879 297 737 +3.0%

Overall (100.0%) (100.0%)

(100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)

SERE T RSBSOS
RATETSLES -
RIS T AR » B DS T S B
2

TG AT 2005911 A
ERSRITHE BUFSistR
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Notes : Figures in brackets refer to percentage distribution of the port
cargo throughput by cargo handling location.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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