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The Hong Kong International Airport is one of the busiest and most advanced
airports. It consolidates Hong Kong’s position as a hub of commerce and
plays a very important role in the development of Hong Kong as a logistics
centre. In terms of international air cargo throughput, the Hong Kong
International Airport continued to rank first among all airports in the world in
2014. This article provides a detailed analysis of the air cargo statistics of
Hong Kong from 2010 to 2014 and briefly highlights the more recent
performance of the industry by making reference to the quarterly air cargo
statistics from the first quarter of 2013 to the third quarter of 2015.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Trade Statistics Processing Section,
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 2582 5039; E-mail : tsp_l@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Hong Kong International Airport is one of
the busiest and most advanced airports. It
consolidates Hong Kong’s position as a hub of
commerce and plays a very important role in the
development of Hong Kong as a logistics centre. In
terms of international air cargo throughput, the Hong
Kong International Airport continued to rank first
among all airports in the world in 2014.

1.2 This article provides a detailed analysis of the
air cargo statistics of Hong Kong from 2010 to 2014
and also briefly highlights the more recent
performance of the industry by making reference to
the quarterly air cargo statistics from the first quarter
of 2013 to the third quarter of 2015.

2. Data sources

2.1  Air cargo statistics of Hong Kong are compiled
by the Civil Aviation Department based on
information provided by the Airport Authority Hong
Kong. The information of the international air
cargo throughput of other airports is obtained from
the Airports Council International. Besides, trade
statistics of Hong Kong are compiled by the Census
and Statistics Department.
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3.1

RE 2B EYEH BHEARF 3. International air cargo throughput

ranking

FE IR AE 2014 A SEYIEH 2 5 3.1 The cargo throughput of the Hong Kong

438 /N » (T 5 S RS 2 1 Ly International Airport in 2014, at 4.38 million tonnes,
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was the largest in terms of international air cargoes’
handled among all airports in the world followed by

et EFfELESTRE 247 AN - airports in Incheon, Dubai, Shanghai and Taipei.
237 BN ~ 233 B /NME K, 207 B\ o Their respective figures on throughput were
(B 1) 2.47 million tonnes, 2.37 million tonnes, 2.33 million
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tonnes and 2.07 million tonnes. (Chart 1)
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Chart1l Ranking of international airports by air cargo throughput in 2014 (Top 10)
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1) EiEEEEE - Note : (1) Includes transit freight.

BRACH RS Source:  Airports Council International

1 FEEEEZR HEUAZEEELE - 1  Excluding domestic air cargo throughput within the country/

territory.
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4. Air cargo throughput of Hong Kong
Annual air cargo throughput from 2010 to 2014

4.1 The air cargo throughput of Hong Kong
increased generally from 4.13 million tonnes in 2010
to 4.38 million tonnes in 2014 with an average
annual growth rate of 1.5%. This was lower than
the 2.0% average annual growth rate for the total
cargo throughput over the same period. (Chart 2)

4.2  The growth in the air cargo throughput was
in a larger part contributed by the inward air cargoes
which increased from 1.48 million tonnes in 2010 to
1.59 million tonnes in 2014, with an average annual
growth rate of 1.7%. Over the same period,
outward air cargoes increased from 2.65 million
tonnes to 2.79 million tonnes, with an average annual
growth rate of 1.3%. (Chart 2)
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Chart2  Air cargo throughputs, 2010 to 2014
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year.
Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

Source : Civil Aviation Department
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4.3 In terms of tonnage, cargoes transported by
air constituted only 1.3% of the total cargo
throughput of Hong Kong in 2014. Despite the
small share of air cargoes in the total cargo
throughput, they accounted for about 36% of the total
trade value of Hong Kong in 2010 and the proportion

T A R A ] 25 T - rose to 39% in 2014. This reflected the growing
WL R - - - - -
(B 3) importance of the air freight industry in the Hong
= Kong economy. (Chart 3)
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Chart3  External merchandise trade statistics by mode of transport, 2010, 2012 and 2014
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Major regions of loading/discharge

4.4 Inward air cargoes came mainly from
countries/territories in Asia. From 2010 to 2014,
inward cargoes from Asia grew from 0.99 million
tonnes to 1.05 million tonnes, while its share
decreased from 67% to 66%. (Chart 4)

4.5 Other major countries/territories of loading
included Europe and North America, accounting for
around 14% and 12% of the total inward cargoes in
2014 respectively. However, it should be noted that
while the share of inward cargoes from North
America held steady, there was a decline in the share
of inward cargoes from Europe. (Chart 4)
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Chart4 Inward movement of air cargoes by major region of loading, 2010, 2012 and 2014
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4.6 Like inward cargoes, a significant proportion
of outward cargoes were discharged in
countries/territories in Asia, accounting for over half
of the total outward cargoes. In 2014, there
were 1.44 million tonnes. Compared with the
1.33 million tonnes in 2010, this represented an
average annual growth rate of 2.1%. (Chart 5)

4.7 North America and Europe were the major
countries/territories of discharge, just after Asia.
The share of outward cargoes to North America
increased from 19% in 2010 to 20% in 2014. Over
the same period, the share of outward cargoes to
Europe as well as Australasia and Oceania dropped
from 21% to 15% and from 3% to 2% respectively.
On the other hand, the share of other
countries/territories showed a rise from 7% to 11%.
(Chart 5)
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Chart5 Outward movement of air cargoes by major region of discharge, 2010, 2012 and
2014
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Quarterly air cargo throughput from the first
guarter of 2013 to the third quarter of 2015

4.8 Chart 6 shows the quarterly statistics on air
cargo throughput from the first quarter of 2013 to the
third quarter of 2015. Comparing with 2014, the air
cargo throughput recorded a 2.9% year-on-year
increase in the first quarter of 2015, but fell 1.4% and
0.7% on a year-on-year basis respectively in the
second and third quarter of 2015.

4.9  Of the 1.09 million tonnes of the total air cargo
throughput in the third quarter of 2015, 0.70 million
tonnes were outward air cargoes and 0.39 million
tonnes were inward air cargoes, with the year-on-year
rates of decrease being 0.2% and 1.5% respectively.
(Chart 6)

6 2013 4855 1 & 2015 458 3 TR FEERYGHE
Chart6 Quarterly air cargo throughputs, first quarter of 2013 to third quarter of 2015
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