DOMESTIC HELPERS
FrEffE 1

Many households in Hong Kong are employing domestic helpers. This article
presents the characteristics of live-in domestic helpers in Hong Kong as at late
1993 and those of households employing them.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Inview of a relatively high standard of living
of the population and more females participating in
the labour force, employment of domestic helpers
(DH) has become popular in Hong Kong.
Households requiring their service may employ live-
in, fulltime or part-time DH depending on théir
own requirements.

1.2 Live-in DH stay ovemnight in their
employers' homes while the other two types do not.
Full-time and part-time DH are distinguished by the
hours.of work per week. Full-time DH are defined
as those working 40 hours or more a week. Part-
time DH are those working less than 40 hours a
week and some of them are remunerated at a fixed
hourly rate.

1.3 The main duties of DH include taking care of
children or elderly persons, cooking meals, cleaning
the house or washing clothes. Many of them are
employed to perform a combination of these duties.

14 Employment of DH helps to increase the
labour supply of the right type by allowing more
housewives to join the labour force. Most DH
employed by households are live-in DH. The
proportion of households employing this type of
DH has been increasing in recent years. This article
concentrates on the analysis of the characteristics
of live-in DH.

1.5 Apart from local live-in DH, households in
Hong Kong may also employ foreign domestic
helpers (FDH). FDH first started to work in Hong
Kong in the late nineteen sixties. Their
employment has become popular since the early
eighties. They are the major source of live-in DH.
Most of them are from the Philippines, Indonesia
and Thailand.
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2.  Characteristics of live-in domestic
helpers

2.1 Based on the supplementary enquiry on
'‘Domestic helpers' conducted via the General
Household Survey during August to December
1993, there were 98 400 live-in DH in Hong Kong.
An analysis on the characteristics of these DH is

presented below (Table 1).

2. HEXRRERE

2.1 BUFHEHEZEBRE-NNA=F/\RE+ZH
HRETHESEPREHAET > E£17 7 —HEMW
"FEMT ) WEERST - RIBEEMHATAE - £
BHLAR 4002 BEXM - W T BEREOFED
AT &) e

Table1 Number of live-in domestic helpers

x—  HEFEHE

No. ('000)
Enquiry period shid H 8 HEHFN
Oct - Dec 1987 —NWN\EE+AE+ZA 415
Oct - Dec 1988 —hJU\E+RE+ZH 47.4
Oct - Dec 1989 — S hWE+RAE+ZH 54.9
Oct - Dec 1990 —hNEF+AE+ZAH 63.3
Oct - Dec 1991 —hWNA—F+AE+ZH 75.0
Nov 1992 - Feb 1993 —ANZHF+—AE—-AN=EFZAR 85.0
Aug - Dec 1993 —hWN=FNABE+ZA 98.4

22 DH might be cooks, baby-sitters or servants

taking care of washing,
household chores.
however, not included.

2.3 Nearly all live-in DH were females.

cleaning and
Gardeners and drivers were,

other

Males

accounted for only 1% of the 98 400 live-in DH.
As regarding the age of live-in DH, the majority of
them were rather young. Some 44% (or 43 000
persons)  were below 30. Another 37% (or
36 400 persons) were aged 30 to 39 (Table 2).
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Table 2 Live-in domestic helpers by sex and age

x=  HEHEBIELIREE

No. (000) %
Sex and age MBI RFHES gHFTN) Bkt
Sex 5
Male B 1.1 1.1
Female o 97.2 98.9
Age Fi
Below 25 25 LT 15.0 15.3
25-29 25-29 28.0 284
30-34 30-34 23.1 23.5
35-39 35-39 13.3 13.5
40 - 44 40 - 44 8.6 8.8
45 -49 45 -49 4.7 4.8
50-54 50-54 32 32
55 or over 55 BWAE 2.4 2.5
Total FEET 98.4 100.0

2.4 Most of the live-in DH were single. The 24 HWERBES BEHALMLS6% BEAL

proportion of single live-in DH was 56% while the A&E40% (=) -
proportion of those who were married was 40%
(Table 3).

Table 3 Live-in domestic helpers by marital status

K= HEXEBIEIHAT

No. ('000) %
Marital status UEIRAR YT SISO Bt
Never married REARIEE 55.2 56.1
Married B 392 39.9
Widowed/Divorced/Separated 8 SO E 3.9 4.0
Total HaEt 98.4 100.0

2.5 By far the great majority (78 %) of the live-in 2.5  KEMPRBEZIE(18%) T ZhEKTERIEE -

DH had received secondary or matriculation 5% ERHAHEEE (&M -
education.  Some 15% had received tertiary
education (Table 4).
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Table 4 Live-in domestic helpers by educational attainment

RN HEXENEEEE

No. (000) %

Educational attainment HEREE EEIGPN Btk

Primary or below INEBECEAT 73 74

Secondary/Matriculation 2 /F8%} 76.8 78.1
Tertiary HEHA

- Non-degree - FEE{IFFE 6.0 6.1

- Degree - B{EFE 8.3 8.4

Total #Est 98.4 100.0

2.6 The median monthly salary of the live-in DH
was $3,200 over the period August to December
1993. This was the minimum salary as stipulated
by Govemment for FDH at that time. The
distribution of their monthly salary was very
concentrated, with 74% of them eaming exactly
$3,200 per month.  There was no specific
relationship between monthly household income of
the employers and monthly salary of the live-in DH
(Table 5).
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Table S Live-in domestic helpers by monthly salary

Essal CHEER A R)EET

No. ('000) %
Monthly salary* (HKS$)  A$" (#7T) EHEIGPN) BAatk
Less than 3,200 1EH2 3,200 2.4 2.5
3,200 3,200 72.5 73.7
3,201 - 3,500 3,201 - 3,500 16.3 16.6
3,501 - 3,800 3,501 - 3,800 3.8 3.8
3,801 or over 3,801 LA E 3.4 3.4
Total FaEt 98.4 100.0

Note: * Figures were adjusted for any pay in excess of 12-month salary for the year.
HE: * BEHEFSMNTMEAZFH - QRIS -
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3. Characteristics of domestic
households employing live-in
domestic helpers

3.1 The 98 400 live-in DH were employed by
89 200 households. Some 9% of the households
were employing more than one live-in DH
(Table 6).
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Table 6 Domestic households employing live-in domestic helpers by
number of live-in domestic helpers employed

TN

TEREERBNEFAEMRNEERREE

Number of live-in

No.of domestic

domestic helpers households ('000) %
employed RAEEXEHE EPEHECR) [Eps)ae
One —{& 81.1 90.9
Two R fE 7.1 8.0
Three or over =@zl E 0.9 1.1
Total fast 89.2 100.0

3.2 Household income is a significant factor
affecting the employment of DH. High income
households had a higher rate of employing live-in
DH. For households with a monthly household
income of $80,000 and over (excluding income of
the live-in DH), 62% employed live-in DH. It
decreased steadily to less than 1% for households
with a monthly household income of less than
$10,000. The median monthly household income of
those households employing live-in DH was
$35,000, while that of those not employing any
live-in DH was $12,600 (Table 7).
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Table 7 Domestic households employing live-in domestic helpers by
monthly household income

Lt ERA¥EEXRBEPERIA

Monthly household No.of domestic

income # EISESIEN PN households ('000) Rate*
(HK$) (#J0) FPEHEETP) iy
Less than 10,000 {&5210,000 2.6 0.5
10,000 - 14,999 10,000 - 14,999 45 1.2
15,000 - 19,999 15,000 - 19,999 75 3.0
20,000 - 24,999 20,000 - 24,999 13.1 77
25,000 - 29,999 25.000 - 29,999 8.3 8.5
30,000 - 39,999 30,000 - 39,999 14.8 12.8
40,000 - 49,999 40,000 - 49,999 10.1 220
50,000 - 79,999 50,000 - 79,999 158 36.1
80,000 or over 80,000 B2A £ 12.4 62.3
Total #EEtT 89.2 5.3
Median monthly household income (HK$) 35,000

EPEAKBAPUE (BT

Notes: # Monthly household income refers to the total cash income received in the preceding month by
persons who usually lived in the household. However, for households employing live-in
domestic helpers, the monthly eamings of the live-in domestic helpers employed were

excluded.

* As a percentage of the total number of domestic households in the respective monthly

household income sub-group.
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3.3 The rate of employing live-in DH, however,
was not directly proportional to the household size.
The average household size (excluding the live-in
DH) of the 89200 households was 3.6.
Households with a size of four had the highest rate
of employing live-in DH, at 8 per 100 households.
Single person households had the lowest rate, at 2
per 100 households (Table 8).
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Table 8 Domestic households employing live-in domestic helpers by

household size

N\ (EAEEREBEPTIHES AR

No.of domestic

households ('000) Rate*
Household size # FRPAEY E3at M EIGUED) i<y
One —A 39 1.8
Two ZA 9.6 32
Three = 25.0 7.1
Four A 334 8.1
Five AA 13.9 5.4
Six or over AAELLE 3.4 2.2
Total FaEt 89.2 5.3
Average household size ~ FIHEF A 3.6

Notes: # Household size refers to the number of persons who usually lived in the household. However, for
households employing live-in domestic helpers, the live-in domestic helpers were excluded.
*  Asa percentage of the total number of domestic households in the respective household size sub-

group.
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34 It was more likely for households with
children aged below 12 or those with elderly
persons aged 65 or over to employ live-in DH. This
was probably because someone had to take care of
the elderly or children while the adult members
were at work. For these households, the rate of
employing live-in DH was 8 per 100 households
whereas for households without children or elderly
persons, the rate was much lower, at 3 per 100
households (Table 9).
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Table 9 Domestic households employing live-in domestic helpers by whether with

children aged under 12 or elderly persons aged 65 or over

. EBREEXRBVEFERSE T 2R FRESOS T AL LS

Whether with children aged EGHETIERMUT No. of domestic
under 12 or elderly persons REHATARK households ('000) Rate*
aged 65 or over # B IN FPHEEFR) Fe*
Yes B 70.0 7.6
With children only RERE 53.9 113
With elderly persons only [EEPN 8.6 2.4
With both children and BREREAN 7.5 8.4
elderly persons
No BE 19.1 2.5
Total #8st 89.2 53
Notes: # It refers to the persons who usually lived in the household.
*  As a percentage of the total number of domestic households in the respective sub-group.
i 4 REZEFOEYRERS -
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