Drug Abuse Situation in Hong Kong in 1996
—IIANFEEENEYRE B

This article aims to give an overview of the drug abuse situation in 1996.
Drug abuse has for many years been a problem of concern to society. The
Central Registry of Drug Abuse currently maintained by the Narcotics
Division of the Government Secretariat collects, collates and analyses
information on drug abuse for the purpose of monitoring changes in trends of
drug abuse and characteristics of the local drug abusers.
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Drug Abuse Situation in Hong. Kong in 1996
—NMAANERFEEBNEYERGER

1. Introduction

1.1 This article aims to give an overview of the
drug abuse situation in 1996. Drug abuse has for
many years been a problem of concern to society.
The Central Registry of Drug Abuse (CRDA)
currently maintained by the Narcotics Division of
the Government Secretariat provides the relevant
mformation for monitoring changes in trends of
drug abuse and characteristics of the local drug
abusers. The Registry serves to support statistical
analyses of drug abusers on their demographic and
social characteristics as well as drug abuse
characteristics which facilitate the planmng of
suitable anti-drugs swrategies and programmes in
Hong Kong.

1.2 Information of drug abusers is supplied
through a wide network of reporting agencies,
comprising law enforcememt and treatment
agencies, welfare organisations, hospitals and
clinics. Statutory protection to the confidentiality
of all records maintained by the CRDA and
reporting agencies is provided under the Dangerous
Drugs Ordinance.

1.3 Although the reporting network is
comprehensive, it 1s not possible for the CRDA to
ascertain the exact size of the drug abuse
population in Hong Kong as the reporting of data to
the CRDA i1s voluntary in nature.  Statistics in this
article should therefore be taken as an indication of
the wends in drug abuse over time rather than an
exact dehneation of the situation.

2.  Overall situation

21 In 1996, a total of 19 626 drug abusers
were reported to the CRDA, representing an
mncrease of 1.5% when compared with 19 343 in
1995. Nevertheless, the number of Hong Kong
drug abusers has remained relamvely stable over the
past two years. The 1996 figure represented a
decrease of 3.4% when compared with 20 327 n
1994. (Table 1)
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Table 1 Reported drug abusers by sex by age group, 1990 -1996

=— —NAEE-ANANEREERIREaH N E S %k 2HREAEYE Y

Sex / Age group 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

H5I / FEHETY \

Male 5% 14 018 13 981 13 951 16 036 18 144 17 022 17 209
Agedunder 21 H—BEATF 906 1 088 1570 2 528 3362 3 057 2799
Aged 21 orover H—pREEIIE 13112 12 893 12 381 13 508 14 782 13 965 14 410

Female Zrtf 1221 1282 1265 1656 2183 2 321 2417
Agedunder21 H—BEUT 301 317 387 602 927 931 830
Aged21 orover H—BERELUAL 920 965 878 1054 1256 1390 1587

Total f&% 15239 15263 15 216 17 692 20 327 19 343 19 626
Agedunder 21 H—pFHUT 1207 1405 1957 3130 4289 3 988 3629
Aged 21 orover H—pBEEIAE 14 032 13 858 13259 14 562 16 038 15355 15 997

22 The upward trend of drug abuse among 22 WHALOEEREVABEAZEFAAE LA

young people observed in the 1990s has been
reversed in the past two years. In 1996, there
were 3 629 drug abusers under the age of 21
reported to the CRDA, representing a decrease of
9.0% when compared with 3 988 in 1995. (Table
1 and Chart 1)

2.3 However, the upward trend of drug abuse
among females since 1992 persisted in 1996. The
reported figure 1 1996 was 2 417,
representing an increase of 4.1% as compared with
23211n1995. (Table 1 and Chart 2)

2.4 Heroin continued to be the predominant drug
of abuse. In 1996, of the 18 593 drug abusers
reported to the CRDA, 86.6% were known to have
abused heroin. Other commonly abused drugs
were cannabis (8.4%), cough medicine (3.0%),
amphetamines (2.9%) and tnazolam (2.9%). The
proportion of drug abusers taking psychotropic
substances was found to be increasing. In 1996,
18.1% were known to have abused psychotropic
substances as compared with 145% i
1995. (Table 2)
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Chart1 Young drug abusers aged under 21 reported to the CRDA, 1990 -1996
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Chart2 Female drug abusers reported to the CRDA, 1990 - 1996
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Table 2 Percentage distribution of reported drug abusers by common type
of drug abused, 1990 -1996
= —NMNEE—NAANFIREREFAEYRRER N2
Ay EAE b di ]
Common types of drug abused 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
HHEREYEE % % % %o % % %o
Heroin FIRHE 92.8 93.1 91.8 92.2 92.7 89.0 86.6
Cannabis KR 33 33 42 5.5 5.8 7.9 84
Cough medicine %ES 13 2.0 3.6 2.8 2.9 2.9 3.0
Amphetamines  ZIEfidy 0.1 0.2 03 0.5 04 0.9 2.9
Triazolam MECRE 0.6 0.7 12 1.9 1.9 22 2.9
Psychotropic FETHEEY** 7.7 7.8 10.2 12.1 12.5 14.5 18.1
substances**
No. of drug abusers 575 & /5 2B REXT 13 466 13 526 13 642 15 921 18 591 18 006 18 593
with types of drug  BHIHTH 2 S
abused reported ~ EEIE N B
**Include cannabis, wriazolam, amphetamines, **EFERRE - SMWE RS - TG
cough medicine and organic solvents etc. ZEE N EBEBE% o
3. Sex and age distribution 3. WHHERSHEO
3.1 Of the 19 626 drug abusers reported in 31 fE—AAAFHERN 19 626 LEHAEY
1996, 87.7% were men and 12.3% were women. FErh, 87.7%8B58M - 12.3%8tE - 21 BT
18.5% were aged under 21, 28.8% between 21 and BI{G 18.5% > 21 X 30 B&AY(528.8% > 31 E 405%
30, 23.6% between 31 and 40, 18.9% between 41 BI{G 23.6% » 41 2 50 EEAI{L 18.9% > T 50 BRLL
and 50, and the remaining 10.2% over 50. (Table LHRMEER TN 10.2% - (F=)
3)
3.2 The age breakdown between males and 32 BuBERABYMENERSMAESE-ES
fernales showed significant variations. While HEAEYWED > 31 BLATHIG 43.7% > Tote
43.7% of the male drug abusers were aged under AR 72.6%- B—HmE > EBRUEERAEYWE D »
31, the corresponding figure for females was FEEB 40 BEA915 31.8% > TOZCMERIS 9.9% - 38
72.6%. Also, 31.8% of male drug abusers were TR~ IHEABYWERBYEEE - AT
aged over 40, whereas the corresponding figure for MEEEHS 260  MEBRIS 3M4E (=
females was 9.9%. These statistics suggested that HE=)
female drug abusers tended to be younger than
males; the mean age for the forrner was 26 while
that for the latter was 34. (Table 3 and Chart 3)
October 1997
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4. District of residence

4.1 Ofthe 19 123 abusers reported to the CRDA
m 1996 with their district of residence reported,
those living in Kwun Tong constituted the largest
proportion (11.9%), followed by Sham Shui Po
(9.3%) and Wong Tai Sin (9.3%). Among those
aged under 21, 14.6% lived in Tuen Mun, 10.4% in
Kwun Tong and 9.4% in Yuen Long. (Table 4)

4. FEE

41 —NNAFEREEZLHEREMEE
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Table 4 Percentage distribution of reported drug abusers by district of residence
by age group, 1996 4
< —ANANEEBRFERFEHRANE S E2REHAEEA S LS h
Age group FEaiH 5
District of residence BEE Under 21 21 or over Overall
H—&LT H—E LA &5t
(%) (%) (%)
Hong Kong Island EHE 15.7 14.8 15.0
Central & Western hFEE 25 2.0 2.1
Wanchai BT 1.2 2.6 2.4
Eastern HE 4.9 6.5 6.2
Southern A& 7.1 3.7 43
Kowlseon hEe 27.7 48.1 44.3
Yau Tsim Mong THSRAE 43 10.4 9.2
Sham Shui Po Y857 4.4 104 93
Kowloon City hEEs 3.0 4.9 4.5
Wong Tai Sin BHAAL 5.6 10.1 93
Kwun Tong &g 10.4 12.3 11.9
New Territories & Islands FREEBE 56.6 37.1 40.7
Kwai Tsing HH 5.4 5.0 5.1
Tsuen Wan =M 3.0 5.8 53
Tuen Mun P 14.6 7.5 8.8
Yuen Long JCEH 94 53 6.0
North JE& 58 3.2 3.7
Tai Po K 7.6 3.0 3.9
Sha Tin ¥WH 6.8 4.9 5.2
Sai Kung [iiZ)=¢ 3.1 15 1.8
Islands BEE 0.9 1.0 1.0
No. of drug abusers with BB BAIH 3557 15 566 19123
district of residence reported  #52 IR HBYEN &
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BEHEYNER

5.1 Of the 19 626 drug abusers reported to the 51 —hAAANERHBEEN 19 626 LEHEE
CRDA in 1996, 94.7% or 18 593 provided WES > 94.7%(E1 18 593 NIRRT g A %Y
information on the types of drug abused. Of BEWER - B fF 86.6%RBEAEERE
these, 86.6% reported having abused heroin and HAE/NED & RAHEAEEY) - PIANARK(S. 4%) ~ B2
only a small proportion had abused other kinds of 28(3.0%) - ZLIHEMA(2.9%)  =ME = F = (2.9%)
drugs such as cannabis (8.4%), cough medicine FIRBTER(1.6%) - {RBEABSR—RBEYHNE
(3.0%), amphetamines (2.9%), triazolam (2.9%) 7.7%° (FH)

and flunitrazepam (1.6%). 7.7% claimed to have

abused more than one type of drug. (Table 5)

5. Types of drug abused 5.

5.2 Heroin abuse was also very significant 52  7£ 21 BRUATHHE A ES » BEREIRENLE
among young persons aged under 21, with 67.0% FMER > (E—ANAAFEHZEHRN 3 337 ZHF L
of the 3 337 youngsters reported to have abused FH67.0%- B—AHE FOFEERAKMC20.8%) ~
heroin in 1996. The abuse of cannabis (20.8%), LIEME(T.7%) ~ BZEE(T7.6%) - AHEYEHEI(4.8%)
amphetamines (7.7%), cough medicine (7.6%), FIRIETER 4. 2% BB 5 EE - ot - B
organic solvents (4.8%) and flunitrazepam 13. 2% FAOFEERBR—EEY - (RA)
(4.2%) was also very popular among young

persons. 13.2% of the youngsters were known to

have abused more than one type- of drug.

(Table 5)
Table 5 Percentage distribution of reported drug abusers by type of drug abused
by age group, 1996
xR —NNAEIRE A EYRENFRANR S NS 2REAEMEa S Lo m
Age group F# AR
Types of drug abused EREMER Under 21 21 or over Overall
H—&LT H—Ee& E =1
(%) (*0) (%)
Heroin MRS 67.0 90.9 86.6
Opium BH - 0.4 0.4
Morphine 131513 - * *
Physeptone/methadone EWHE / FEE 0.5 1.2 1.0
Other narcotic analgesics H At RREFERREI * * *
Amphetamines HTIEMbEN 7.7 1.9 2.9
Cocaine =L 0.1 0.1 0.1
Barbiturates B L 1-FREE - * *
Methaqualone LHERA 0.5 0.1 0.2
Cannabis Kk 20.8 57 84
Brotizolam BIEZAE - * *
Flunitrazepam AT 4.2 1.0 1.6
Triazolamn ZWE RS 1.6 3.2 2.9
Cough medicine %z EE 7.6 2.0 3.0
Organic solvents AT 4.8 * 0.9
No. of drug abusers with B BB EEERAT 3337 15 256 18 593
types of drug abused reported %2R BB N B
Note : - nil ;-
* less than 0.05 * AR 0.05
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6. Age of first drug abuse 6. HEREHEWNEER

6.1 Of those drug abusers who provided 6.1 —HhhAE EFMRRUEERERAEYE
information on the age of first drug abuse in 1996, WERNERZEWED » 68.T%FBE15E 24
68.7% claimed to have started drug abuse at the REARGBAAREFAEEY > 18.9%7E 15 BRLLAT » 68
age between 15 and 24, 18.9% under 15, and the T 12.3%80587 24 Y EREREY - BEFHEE
remaining 12.3% over 24. The mean age of first MEBEXRERBYNTI9ERS 18.6 5% - &t
abuse of all abusers was 18.6, with females starting KERBERAEY - F97E18.25% » B4R
drug abuse slightly earlier, at 18.2 compared with £18.7% - (FK)

18.7 for males. (Table 6)

Table 6 Percentage distribution of reported drug abusers by age of first
drug abuse by sex, 1996
TN — NN ERE RZEYE RN EI N8 2 REREYE
[Epigiasgiil
Sex MR
Age of first drug abuse Male 54 Female zt§ Overall &3t
BRERAEY Fin (%) (%) (%)
<15 18.7 20.1 18.9
15-19 47.5 51.0 47.9
20 -24 21.1 19.2 20.8
25-29 75 6.0 73
30-34 3.1 25 3.0
35-39 1.2 0.8 1.1
40+ 1.0 0.4 0.9
Mean age of first drug abuse 18.7 18.2 18.6
BREREYTIFE
No. of drug abusers with 16 261 2161 18 422
age of first drug abuse reported
5 B RS F b EFTH
WERE TR EN B
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7. Reason for current drug abuse

7.1 Ofthe 15 128 abusers reported to the CRDA
m 1996 who gave reasons for current drug abuse,
56.3% took drugs to avoid discomfort of its
absence, 32.3% under peer influence, 32.1% for
cuniosity and 15.4% to relieve boredom. Among
those young abusers aged under 21, their mam
reasons for current drug abuse were under peer
influence (57.0%), for curiosity (44.9%), to avoid
discomfort of its absence (32.6%) and to relieve
boredom (22.9%). On the other hand, the main
reasons among adult abusers were to avoid
discomfort of its absence (61.0%), for curiosity
(29.5%) and under peer influence (27.4%).
(Table 7)

7. BEFERHEMNERRE

71 —hAAAE  RUERBREAEWRER
15 128 HLERBRENEREWED > 56. 3%k
BERTRERAREEYWHRYFHE
R.UREFAERREE > R.EREFFH
15 4% T HEREEM - TN 21 RUTHELEE
REYWE  FIEREAEYHNRREIERRE
FE#EPLEZE (57.0%) - ARLFH(44.9%) - #R
R A Ik B EE YT 2RA9T 8 (32.6%) FIR T8
RAERI (22.9%) - B—HH ' RENEREYWEE
REYHNEERRE > BERTHERRAEREEY
O 2RET @ (61.0%) ~ R (29. 5% FIR E
FEEPAEREEQT.H) - (Rt)

Table 7 Percentage distribution of drug abusers by reason for current
drug abuse by age group, 1996
=<t — AR Y R AR AE a2 BIE  fi8 23R
EHEYEa S LS
Age group FHEGEHR

Reason for current drug abuse Under 21 21 or over Overall
HRFERAEYH RE H—&UT H—&sL E &aat

(%) (%) (%)
Curiosity 449 295 32.1
ES)=3aass
Peer influence/To identify with peers 57.0 274 323
REFEBLZE / BAREBERITR—H
Relief of boredom/Depression/Anxiety 229 13.9 15.4
BRAEN / FEEE /KR
For self-medication 1.1 2.9 2.6
BiTREER
Avoid discomfort of its absence 32.6 61.0 56.3
BRI AR BB 2R @
To seek euphoria or sensory satisfaction 143 13.7 13.8
FRRBKERE LI TZE
Under influence of the partner 13 0.8 0.9
TR EEE
Other reasons 17 0.7 0.8
HfttRER
No. of drug abusers with reason for 2477 12 651 15128

current drug abuse reported

BRI BB RTER #HE R
EHBYEN B
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