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Mortality trend is often used as one of the indicators for assessing the state of
health of the population. Analysis of age-sex mortality rates and causes of
death can also facilitate planning of healthcare services.

In Hong Kong, the age-sex specific mortality rates for both genders and all
age groups have been decreasing continuously, reflecting that residents of
Hong Kong tend to live longer along with advancement in healthcare services.
Yet, because of population ageing, the overall mortality rates and the number
of deaths showed an increasing trend.

This article gives a brief account of the mortality trend in Hong Kong over the
period from 1981 to 2013. It also discusses the leading causes of death, the
expectation of life and the seasonality of deaths.

WEARSCH AR - SEBSBUNSET R A D4t 4H
(ZEzE ¢ 2716 8044 ; B - population@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Demographic Statistics Section,
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : 2716 8044; E-mail : population@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 Mortality trend is often used as one of the
indicators for assessing the state of health of the
population. Analysis of age-sex mortality rates and
causes of death can also facilitate planning of
healthcare services.

1.2 In Hong Kong, the age-sex specific mortality
rates for both genders and all age groups have been
decreasing continuously, reflecting that residents of
Hong Kong tend to live longer along with
advancement in healthcare services. Yet, because
of population ageing, the overall mortality rates and
the number of deaths showed an increasing trend.

1.3 This article gives a brief account of the
mortality trend in Hong Kong over the period from
1981 to 2013. It also discusses the leading causes
of death, the expectation of life and the seasonality
of deaths.

2. Mortality trend

2.1  The number of deaths in Hong Kong increased
from 24 832 in 1981 to 43 397 in 2013. The crude
death rate, which refers to the number of deaths in a
given year per 1000 mid-year population of that
year, fluctuated at around 5-6 deaths per 1000
population during this period. Though the crude
death rate is a simple and common measure of
mortality, it is susceptible to changes in the
population in respect of age, sex and other
characteristics. (Table 1)

2.2 The standardised death rates calculated by
discounting the effect of the age-sex structure of the
population reflect more accurately the mortality
trend. The standardised death rate of Hong Kong
dropped by 45% from 10.4 per 1 000 population in
1981t05.7in 2013. (Table 1)
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2.3 Mortality rate varies significantly with age.
In general, the mortality rate starts at a high level
during the first year of life, falls to a minimum
around ages 5 -9, then increases slowly until mid-
life. Thereafter, it rises with the advance of age.
The trend of mortality rate improvement can be
readily studied with reference to the age-sex specific
mortality rates. The rate relates the number of
deaths in a given age-sex group occurring in a
calendar year to the population at mid-year in that
age-sex group.

2.4 During 1981 to 2013, the greatest improvement
in mortality rate was amongst infants, with the
mortality rates dropped by 73% and 83% for males
and females respectively. Meanwhile, a moderate
improvement in mortality rate for older persons aged
70 and over was also observed. (Table 2)
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Table 1 Number of deaths, crude death rate and standardised death rate, 1981 to 2013

£ FECAB TR B IR0
Year Number of deaths Crude death rate Standardised death rate!)
(#FTHAOEH)
(per 1 000 population)

1981 24 832 4.8 10.4
1982 25 396 4.8 10.4
1983 26 522 5.0 10.6
1984 25520 4.7 9.8
1985 25 258 4.6 9.4
1986 25912 4.7 9.2
1987 26 916 4.8 9.3
1988 27 659 49 9.3
1989 28 745 5.1 9.4
1990 29 136 5.2 9.4
1991 28 429 5.0 8.9
1992 30550 5.3 9.3
1993 30571 5.2 8.9
1994 29 905 5.0 8.3
1995 31 468 5.1 8.3
1996 32176 5.0 8.0
1997 31738 49 7.7
1998 32 847 5.0 7.8
1999 33258 5.0 7.7
2000 33758 5.1 75
2001 33378 5.0 7.0
2002 34 267 5.1 6.9
2003 36971 55 7.3
2004 36 918 5.4 7.0
2005 38 830 5.7 7.0
2006 37 457 55 6.5
2007 39476 5.7 6.6
2008 41796 6.0 6.7
2009 41175 5.9 6.3
2010 42 194 6.0 6.2
2011 42 346 6.0 6.0
2012 43 917 6.1 6.0
2013 43 397 6.0 5.7
(1) FER(SEUREMRE 2011 £ ACEERZIN Note: (1) Standardised death rate is computed using the age-

N AR R M o3 AR B A R BT E T sex structure of the population at 2011 Population

Census moment as standard.
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Table 2 Age-sex specific mortality rates in selected years

R
Age group 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2013
(B2 AOZET AE)
(Number of deaths per 1 000 population)

B
Male

0 10.7 7.5 6.2 4.3 2.9 2.8 3.0 2.9

1-4 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2

5-9 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
10-14 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
15-19 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2
20-24 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3
25-29 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.4 0.4
30-34 1.2 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.7
35-39 1.7 1.3 1.2 11 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9
40-44 2.8 2.3 2.2 1.8 15 1.4 13 1.2
45 - 49 4.6 3.6 34 2.6 2.7 2.0 2.1 2.0
50-54 7.6 6.7 5.7 4.6 3.9 3.7 35 3.1
55-59 12.2 10.3 8.9 8.0 7.0 5.6 5.4 5.2
60 - 64 19.5 17.2 154 12.8 10.3 9.9 8.6 8.4
65 - 69 30.8 27.4 23.6 21.9 18.0 154 15.0 12.6
70-74 47.4 42.1 39.7 33.7 30.0 26.8 224 22.5
75-79 68.1 65.6 60.8 52.8 48.4 441 39.0 36.0
80 -84 97.9 87.6 90.6 89.7 76.9 76.0 69.1 61.4
85+ 119.9 133.7 126.6 127.2 128.8 129.5 129.6 128.9
Fi A i 5.1 5.1 5.5 5.7 5.8 6.4 7.2 7.2
All ages
2z
Female

0 9.2 7.1 6.8 35 2.4 2.7 1.8 1.6

1-4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2

5-9 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
10-14 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
15-19 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
20-24 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2
25-29 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2
30-34 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3
35-39 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.4
40-44 1.6 1.2 11 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.7
45 - 49 2.7 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.3 1.2 11 11
50 -54 3.9 3.6 2.9 2.1 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.7
55-59 6.6 5.2 4.5 3.6 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.8
60 - 64 9.8 8.6 7.3 5.9 4.8 4.4 4.1 3.9
65 - 69 16.6 14.7 13.2 10.6 9.3 6.9 5.9 5.8
70-74 25.0 23.8 23.1 18.2 15.5 13.1 10.7 105
75-79 41.9 40.5 38.2 32.8 26.8 23.8 20.5 18.4
80 -84 714 52.3 62.5 58.3 46.1 43.3 38.2 36.6
85+ 122.1 109.2 1135 110.4 101.9 98.2 95.9 90.0
FiiA 5 45 4.3 45 4.4 4.2 4.6 4.9 5.0
All ages
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3.  Causes of death

3.1 Classification of diseases and causes of death
was based on the “International Statistical
Classification of Diseases and Related Heath
Problem” (ICD) 9" Revision for 2000 and before.
During 1981 to 2000, neoplasms, diseases of the
circulatory system and diseases of the respiratory
system remained the dominant causes of death.
These three diseases together accounted for about
78% of all deaths in 2000. Specifically, neoplasms
had overtaken diseases of the circulatory system to
become the top killer since 1985. In 2000,
neoplasms accounted for about 33% of all deaths
while diseases of the circulatory system accounted
for about 28%. Diseases of the respiratory system
accounted for a relatively stable share of about 17%.
The other causes contributed a relatively minor share
of all causes. (Table 3(A))

3.2 During 1981 to 2000, neoplasms took a heavier
toll than diseases of the circulatory system for males.
Diseases of the circulatory system were the leading
cause of death for females. In 2000, the percentages
of male deaths due to neoplasms and diseases of the
circulatory system were 36% and 25% respectively,
and the corresponding percentages of female deaths
were 30% and 32% respectively. (Table 3(A))

3.3 From 2001 onwards, classification of diseases
and causes of death is based on ICD 10th Revision.
Neoplasms, diseases of the circulatory system and
diseases of the respiratory system were still the main
causes of deaths from 2001 to 2013. The
percentages of male and female deaths for neoplasms
dropped by about 5 percentage points to 34% and
dropped by about 1 percentage point to 30%
respectively during 2001 to 2013. The percentages
of male deaths for diseases of the circulatory system
and diseases of the respiratory system during the
period decreased by about 1 percentage point to 22%
and increased by about 5 percentage points to 22%
respectively.  The corresponding percentages for
females decreased by about 6 percentage points to
24% and increased by about 4 percentage points to
20% respectively. (Table 3(B))
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Table 3 (A) Percentage distribution of deaths® by cause of death and sex, 1981, 1991 and

2000
1981 1991 2000

SRR B it e® B ak &Y B x &
Cause of death® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall®
iR 29.1 23.1 26.4 335 27.5 30.9 36.4 29.5 33.4
Neoplasms
GER 25T 26.3 32.2 28.9 25.6 31.9 28.4 25.2 319 28.1
Diseases of the circulatory

system
IR, 25 400 7 16.1 15.3 15.7 16.9 16.1 16.5 17.2 15.7 16.6
Diseases of the respiratory

system
EBEETE 9.1 6.1 7.8 7.6 4.7 6.3 6.5 4.4 5.6
Injury and poisoning
AR A2 FE B SRR 3.3 4.7 3.9 3.6 5.7 4.5 3.4 5.6 4.4
Diseases of the genitourinary

system
b RSER 49 3.6 4.3 4.6 3.6 4.2 4.1 4.3 4.2
Diseases of the digestive

system
AN ~ ZE MR HE 0.9 14 11 0.7 1.3 1.0 1.9 35 2.6

PRI DA S R R AR
Endocrine, nutritional and

metabolic diseases and

immunity disorders
{BEAYRE 4 85 3.8 2.2 3.1 3.6 3.0 3.3 2.2 2.0 2.1
Infectious and parasitic

diseases
EAR ~ BRI BRRERY 100 2.8 7.2 4.8 1.8 3.4 25 1.3 0.8 1.1
Symptoms, signs and ill-

defined conditions
HAthH A 3.7 42 3.9 2.1 2.7 2.4 1.8 2.3 2.0
Other causes
Yazt® 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total® (13855) (11116) (24978) (16135) (12540) (28682) (19270) (14719) (33993)
S AR ARG o (SR8 IR AR o] AR PR EUR 7T o Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

(1) B RERARIFIAN S IE T A B RS > BLA (1) Figures are compiled using registered deaths during the
SEEE A B AN FE T A B4R B [B]— B A Y St S ] relevant period.  They may differ from other figures
BEARTE - BEIE T HER RIS A U B S e 1 presented in this article which are compiled using known
AU H B o B EESE T B 2 I SR RS FE R B AR deaths in the same period. The date of death registration
?ﬁj‘ﬁj‘i&?ﬁdﬁi% » R BSOS HH A A a refers to the date when a death is registered at the death
L L1 F HAE - . B registry. Some death cases have to get a verdict by the

b ’ Coroner’s Court before being registered. As a result, some
death registrations may significantly lag behind the dates of
death known.

(2) FERFTENETTERE T BRAA R N E (2) Figures presented above are compiled based on the
Baistodd | 8 9 WBETARGREL » HEL AR BiA “International Statistical Classification of Diseases and
£ ZERETELY 2001 FREREE TR AIA R R Related Health Problems” (ICD) 9" Revision. Hence, they
SEERIBR LRSS | 5 10 WS ET A SR B B E may not be comparable with those for 2001 and onwards
Bl o presented in Part B of this table, which were compiled based

on the ICD 10™ Revision.

(3) FESRNBF Rz EE IR T AN - (3) Figures in brackets denote the total number of registered

deaths in the year.

(4) GETEREERAENIET A8 - (4) Overall includes deaths of unknown sex.
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Table 3 (B) Percentage distribution of deaths® by cause of death and sex, 2001, 2011 and 2013
2001 2011 2013
FECRE? R T A
Cause of death® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall®
fizeeid 38.0 30.8 34.9 34.2 29.2 32.0 335 30.1 32.0
Neoplasms
TEER 2SRRI 225 29.1 25.4 22.9 26.6 245 21.8 23.5 225
Diseases of the circulatory system
0K 2400 17.1 16.0 16.6 22.0 19.6 20.9 22.3 20.2 21.4
Diseases of the respiratory system
BERFISETHISNA® 6.3 45 55 4.2 3.1 37 5.0 3.4 43
External causes of morbidity and mortality®
TINER ARV 2SR 35 5.4 4.3 3.9 5.9 4.8 4.1 6.0 5.0
Diseases of the genitourinary system
MRS 4.0 3.8 3.9 3.4 37 35 3.2 3.3 3.2
Diseases of the digestive system
FEL (PR 27 4 S50 2.9 26 2.8 2.9 2.4 2.7 2.7 3.0 2.8
Certain infectious and parasitic diseases
FERR - BS ORI R L B = SR AT IR, Rl 11 0.7 0.9 23 3.0 2.6 29 3.7 3.3
1EfE &
Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and laboratory
findings, not elsewhere classified
A3 ~ BB HEER 1.8 3.0 2.3 11 1.6 1.3 1.0 1.2 1.1
Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases
A PAITT Ry Pt 0.5 1.2 0.8 1.2 2.6 1.8 1.6 3.2 2.3
Mental and behavioural disorders
THEE SR 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9
Diseases of the nervous system
J7 RGN 4H SRR 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.4
Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue
HILPAVE R 2R SR NG 4 A 4P 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4
Diseases of the musculoskeletal system and
connective tissue
Fe R ~ SFIT e R 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
Congenital malformations, deformations and
chromosomal abnormalities
IR S I T2 B PR A 260 B S et R e i 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3
Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs and
certain disorders involving the immune mechanism
HA R 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Other causes
S @ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total® (19007) (14294)  (33305) (23608) (18576)  (42188) (24 149) (19244) (43 399)
SERE S URE AR (R o (8 S I AR ] A B AR Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
S
(@)) %&?%Eﬁﬁﬁ%éﬁ%ﬂ;@ﬂﬁﬁ‘;ﬂft)\%{ﬁﬁﬁﬁ*” , (1) Figures are compiled using registered deaths during the relevant period.
BRI B FrFI9E T A\ B B[] — R HA A They may differ from other figures presented in this article which are
{’@%{%T EAE - compiled using known deaths in the same period.

@) ERATEB TR TP %Dﬁ%ﬁ{i%?ﬁé (2) Figures presented above are compiled based on the “International
INEIFRSRET %8 ) 55 10 BT ARFTéREL - Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems” (ICD)
Etiﬁ%\ﬁéﬁizﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%‘éﬂ’j 2000 E&U\FM‘E 10" Revision. Hence, they may not be comparable with figures for 2000
B TR R R R A B PSSR R B and before presented in Part A of this table, which were compiled based on
9 KIEFT AR BNV FEELES - the ICD 9™ Revision.

(3) fi#% rFrﬂlﬁfﬁﬁ&WF'%EE’JIFW}E?;%*EJ (3) According to the ICD 10" Revision, when the morbid condition is
10 TEETA » SECEZERSERE BN 19 classifiable under Chapter XIX as “Injury, poisoning and certain other
= M85 - EPEr%Dé"I\IE’JKIk Hirig R , - Al consequences of external causes”, the codes under Chapter XX for
F‘%Lj\’% 20 = EEASECHIINA | M EE - “External causes of morbidity and mortality” should be used as the

primary cause of death.

(4) FESRNEF R SR T A - (4) Figures in brackets denote the total number of registered deaths in the year.

(5) EEtEREMERAR IR A - (5) Overall includes deaths of unknown sex.
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4.  Expectation of life

4.1 Expectation of life is a useful measure to
describe and compare mortality conditions at specific
ages. The expectation of life at birth defines the
number of years of life that a person born in a given
year is expected to live if he/she was subject to the
prevalent mortality conditions as reflected by the set
of age-sex specific mortality rates for that year.

4.2 In 1981, the expectations of life at birth were

72.3 years for males and 78.5 years for females. By

et 2013, the corresponding figures increased to
S b 2 J N / N
HOAE IG5 0 2 ARG 811 A RLHERY 81.1 years for males and 86.7 years for females,

86.7 . » BUNMEBHIFAVE U ARIESE - indicating a substantial improvement in mortality rate
(&4) over the period. (Table 4)

anky 712.3 4 2cERI Ry 78.5 4F - 2013 4

®4 BE AT KRR I M R I RS Ay

Table4  Expectation of life at selected ages by sex in selected years
W (FHEEED)
Fig Increase (in number of years)
Age 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2013 1981-2013
51
Male
0 72.3 74.1 75.2 76.7 78.4 79.4 80.3 81.1 8.8
20 53.6 55.0 56.0 57.4 58.8 59.8 60.6 61.5 7.9
40 345 35.7 36.7 38.2 39.6 40.4 41.2 42.1 7.6
60 17.7 18.5 19.3 204 217 22.2 23.0 238 6.1
80 6.4 6.6 7.0 7.6 8.4 8.3 8.7 9.3 2.9
2
Female
0 78.5 79.4 80.7 82.7 84.6 85.5 86.7 86.7 8.2
20 59.6 60.4 61.5 63.2 65.0 65.9 67.0 67.0 7.4
40 40.3 40.9 41.9 43.7 45.4 46.2 47.3 47.3 7.0
60 22.3 22.6 234 24.9 26.6 27.3 28.4 28.4 6.1
80 8.5 8.3 8.9 9.8 11.0 11.2 11.9 11.7 3.2
7= (2t - B
Difference (Female — Male)

0 6.2 5.3 55 6.0 6.2 6.1 6.4 5.6 -
20 6.0 5.4 55 5.8 6.2 6.1 6.4 55 -
40 5.8 5.2 5.2 5.5 5.8 5.8 6.1 5.2 -
60 4.6 4.1 4.1 4.5 4.9 51 5.4 4.6 -
80 2.1 1.7 1.9 2.2 2.6 2.9 3.2 24 -
= - RiH Note: — Not applicable

4.3 HAEfh SRS 2 bR FERAVIETRIR 4.3 Compared with other economies, Hong Kong
(66 o BB oy 2 ) 2 5 S ) TR A 2 oy $ enjoys very low mortality rate. The expectations of

. ey o life at birth for both sexes compared favourably to
B LR TF 4 % SR AT 4K e . . ) .
ﬁt“/\ﬁﬂai&&?;“‘ BRI {RSE Ty S those economies experiencing low mortality rate
fo % o %=

such as Japan and Sweden. (Table 5)
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1981 FF & 2013 & f B E KBRS Sy N AR g THEA S ay
Table 5 Expectation of life at birth for Hong Kong and selected economies, 1981 to 2013

&K FEREZ Economy 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
EE
Male
it Hong Kong 723 741 752 767 784 794 794 794 798 801 803 807 811
SAFEE  Australia 714 728 744 752 77.0 787 790 792 793 795 797 799 na
P Denmark na. 716 722 729 745 759 759 763 765 771 773 779 780
S France 704 715 729 741 755 772 774 776 777 780 784" 785" 787"
=E®  Germany® - - 722 736 755 766 769 772 773 775 777 na  na
H Japan 738 752 761 770 781 790 792 793 796 796 79.4 799 80.2
T Netherlands 727 731 740 747 758 776 780 783 785 788 792 792 na
0, Norway 727 729 740 754 762 781 782 783 786 789 79.0 794 797
WifnsE  Singapore 701 721 735 744 763 778 781 784 790 792 795 798 80.2
B Sweden 731 740 749 765 775 787 789 791 793 795 798 799 80.1
B United Kingdom  70.8 719 732 743 757 772 714 776 778 781 786 789 na
£ United States 704 712 720 731 743 752 755 756 760 762 763 na  na
of America
i
Female
ik Hong Kong 785 794 807 827 846 855 854 855 859 860 867 864 86.7
SEAFIEE  Australia 784 791 803 811 824 835 837 837 839 840 842 843 na
P Denmark na. 775 778 780 792 804 805 807 808 812 816 819 819
pER T France 785 797 812 820 829 842 844 843 844 846 850" 848" 850"
wmEY  Germany® - - 787 799 813 821 823 824 825 826 827 na na
B Japan 791 809 821 836 849 858 860 861 864 863 859 864 86.6
i Netherlands 793 796 802 804 807 819 823 823 826 827 829 829 na
ifE Norway 794 797 801 811 815 827 827 830 831 832 835 834 836
¥in#E  Singapore 752 765 779 789 803 826 829 833 837 840 841 843 846
BR Sweden 791 800 805 815 821 829 830 832 834 835 837 835 837
HH United Kingdom  76.8 777 787 794 804 815 816 817 819 822 826 827 na
£ United States 778 782 789 791 795 803 806 806 809 810 811 na na
of America
72 (2 - B
Difference (Female — Male)
&t Hong Kong 62 53 55 60 62 61 60 61 61 59 64 57 56
SAFEE  Australia 70 63 59 59 54 48 A7 45 46 45 45 44 na
P Denmark na. 59 56 51 47 45 46 44 43 41 43 40 39
e France 81 82 83 79 74 70 70 67 67 66 66° 63 63
7 g V) Germany® - - 6.5 6.3 5.8 55 5.4 5.2 5.2 5.1 5.0 n.a. n.a.
H Japan 53 57 60 66 68 68 68 68 68 68 65 65 64
Vil Netherlands 6.6 6.5 6.2 5.7 49 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.1 3.9 3.7 3.7 n.a.
1, Norway 67 68 61 57 53 46 45 47 45 43 45 40 39
sz Singapore 51 44 44 A5 40 48 48 49 47 48 46 45 44
B Sweden 60 60 56 50 46 42 41 41 40 40 39 37 36
HEE United Kingdom 60 58 55 51 47 43 42 41 41 41 41 39 na
RE United States 74 70 69 60 52 51 51 50 49 48 48 na na
of America
SR (1) SHEEPEELE 1990 4 10 HEpts—E Notes: (1)  German Democratic Republic (East Germany) and the Federal

Bt

- fEH

na BEHF

A iR e

EAEGETHT 2014511 H
ERSRITHE BUFSistR

Republic of Germany (West Germany) united to form one State in
October 1990.
Not applicable

n.a. Notavailable
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Provisional figures

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics November 2014
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



5. JEUHIZREIE

51 JEUHVSAFRINEETE - —f&im
5 EAFHDEBLCE TS - SN
RALMEERLIECTHM - £ 12 A2 4 B
SR8y > e AL (Bl 5 A=
11 A) W8 FRE - (£6)

&6 BEFAE A R AERIFE T AR

5.  Seasonality of deaths

5.1 There is pronounced seasonality in the
incidence of deaths. In general, mortality is far
greater in the winter months where the cold weather
apparently takes its toll on life. In the months of
December through April, the number of deaths are
higher than those in the warmer months of May
through November. (Table 6)

Table 6 Monthly and yearly incidence of deaths in selected years

SETABL el =t
Number of deaths Seasonal index™

At B3
Month 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2013 Month 1981-2013
1 2 364 2502 2529 2928 2 984 3558 4522 4178 1 117
2 2009 2176 2379 2915 2 830 3075 3970 3516 2 106
3 2214 2 555 2528 3242 2870 3286 3866 3815 3 112
4 1886 2182 2337 2 926 2763 3023 3658 3664 4 101
5 2074 2177 2371 2720 2773 3067 3327 3490 5 08
6 1924 1953 2178 2424 2598 3003 3165 3 356 6 92
7 1908 2080 2313 2 661 2 695 3127 3120 3529 7 97
8 2 165 2 066 2 386 2428 2732 2975 3245 3421 8 93
1871 1842 2 156 2262 2581 2909 3150 3364 89
10 1954 1985 2271 2372 2740 2925 3348 3452 10 92
11 1975 2035 2 459 2 408 2721 3006 3203 3449 11 93
12 2 488 2 359 2522 2 890 3091 3503 3772 4163 12 109
1-12 24832 25912 28429 32176 33378 37457 42346 43397 SEEHE 100

Average

B 1) I5ECEIER " X-12 HilEE-SKA-EEEY Note : (1) The index is compiled using “X-12 ARIMA”

(X-12 ARIMA) J5354m 8 » BRIEC ANBUIER
BREAR A Y 5 A e B I E - BRI
IR ZRE MRS S 9B Fy 100 - B{E IR
100 HYZREIMEIE M REZ H I HISE T A B
PR o MEMEER 100 HIZEEIEEEER
TR A PR T ARSI Ry -

EAEGETHT 2014511 H

ERRITHE BUNGETE
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method.

It shows the average monthly seasonal

index for the number of deaths within the relevant

period.

The average seasonal index for the period

is 100. A seasonal index above 100 means the
number of deaths for that month is more than the
average, whereas a seasonal index below 100
means the number of deaths for that month is less
than the average.
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