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Mortality trend is often used as one of the indicators for assessing the state of
health of the population. Analysis of age-sex mortality rates and causes of
death can also facilitate planning of healthcare services.

In Hong Kong, the age-sex specific mortality rates for both genders and all
age groups have been decreasing continuously, reflecting that residents of
Hong Kong tend to live longer along with advancement in healthcare services.
Yet, because of population ageing, the overall mortality rates and the number
of deaths showed an increasing trend.

This article gives a brief account of the mortality trend in Hong Kong over the
period from 1981 to 2015. It also discusses the leading causes of death, the
expectation of life and the seasonality of deaths.

WA SCE LA - BRSBTS A C4EET4E
(EExE ¢ (852) 3903 6933 ; ZE & - population@censtatd.gov.hk) -

Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Demographic Statistics Section,
Census and Statistics Department
(Tel. : (852) 3903 6933; E-mail : population@censtatd.gov.hk).
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1. Introduction

1.1 Mortality trend is often used as one of the
indicators for assessing the state of health of the
population. Analysis of age-sex mortality rates and
causes of death can also facilitate planning of
healthcare services.

1.2 In Hong Kong, the age-sex specific mortality
rates for both genders and all age groups have been
decreasing continuously, reflecting that residents of
Hong Kong tend to live longer along with
advancement in healthcare services. Yet, because
of population ageing, the overall mortality rates and
the number of deaths showed an increasing trend.

1.3 This article gives a brief account of the
mortality trend in Hong Kong over the period from
1981 to 2015. It also discusses the leading causes
of death, the expectation of life and the seasonality
of deaths.

2. Mortality trend

2.1  The number of deaths in Hong Kong increased
from 24 832 in 1981 to 46 108 in 2015. The crude
death rate, which refers to the number of deaths in a
given year per 1000 mid-year population of that
year, fluctuated at around 5-6 deaths per
1 000 population during this period. Though the
crude death rate is a simple and common measure of
mortality, it is susceptible to changes in the
population in respect of age, sex and other
characteristics. (Table 1)

2.2 The standardised death rates calculated by
discounting the effect of the age-sex structure of the
population reflect more accurately the mortality
trend. The standardised death rate of Hong Kong
dropped by 46% from 10.4 per 1 000 population in
1981 t0 5.6 in 2015. (Table 1)
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2.3 Mortality rate varies significantly with age.
In general, the mortality rate starts at a high level
during the first year of life, falls to a minimum
around ages 5 -9, then increases slowly until mid-
life. Thereafter, it rises with the advance of age.
The trend of mortality rate improvement can be
readily studied with reference to the age-sex specific
mortality rates. The rate relates the number of
deaths in a given age-sex group occurring in a
calendar year to the population at mid-year in that
age-sex group.

2.4 During 1981 to 2015, the greatest improvement
in mortality rate was amongst infants, with the
mortality rates dropped by 83% and 86% for males
and females respectively. Meanwhile, a moderate
improvement in mortality rate for older persons aged
70 and over was also observed. (Table 2)
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Table1l Number of deaths, crude death rate and standardised death rate, 1981 to 2015

& FETAE FHIET R BRI RY
Year Number of deaths Crude death rate Standardised death rate®®
(FEETHADFE)
(per 1 000 population)

1981 24 832 4.8 10.4
1982 25396 4.8 10.4
1983 26 522 5.0 10.6
1984 25520 4.7 9.8
1985 25258 4.6 94
1986 25912 4.7 9.2
1987 26 916 4.8 9.3
1988 27 659 4.9 9.3
1989 28 745 5.1 94
1990 29136 5.2 94
1991 28 429 5.0 8.9
1992 30550 5.3 9.3
1993 30571 5.2 8.9
1994 29905 5.0 8.3
1995 31468 5.1 8.3
1996 32176 5.0 8.0
1997 31738 4.9 7.7
1998 32 847 5.0 7.8
1999 33258 5.0 7.7
2000 33758 5.1 7.5
2001 33378 5.0 7.0
2002 34 267 5.1 6.9
2003 36 971 55 7.3
2004 36918 54 7.0
2005 38830 5.7 7.0
2006 37 457 55 6.5
2007 39 476 5.7 6.6
2008 41796 6.0 6.7
2009 41175 5.9 6.3
2010 42194 6.0 6.2
2011 42 346 6.0 6.0
2012 43917 6.1 6.0
2013 43 397 6.0 5.7
2014 45 087 6.2 5.7
2015 46 108 6.3 5.6
HE (1) EEILURZEEE 2011 £ A O ESE1EY) Note: (1) Standardised death rate is computed using the age-sex

BN OIS SR o A R R a3 o structure of the population at 2011 Population Census

reference moment as standard.
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Table2  Age-sex specific mortality rates in selected years

R
Age group 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2015
(FTRAORIET AED
(Number of deaths per 1 000 population)
B
Male
0 10.7 75 6.2 4.3 2.9 2.8 3.0 1.8
1-4 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
5-9 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
10-14 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
15-19 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1
20-24 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4
25-29 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.4 0.3
30-34 1.2 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.5
35-39 1.7 13 1.2 11 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.8
40-44 2.8 2.3 2.2 1.8 15 14 1.3 15
45 - 49 4.6 3.6 34 2.6 2.7 2.0 2.1 1.9
50-54 7.6 6.7 5.7 4.6 3.9 3.7 35 3.2
55-59 12.2 10.3 8.9 8.0 7.0 5.6 5.4 5.1
60 - 64 195 17.2 154 12.8 10.3 9.9 8.6 8.1
65 - 69 30.8 27.4 23.6 21.9 18.0 154 15.0 125
70-74 47.4 42.1 39.7 33.7 30.0 26.8 224 21.1
75-79 68.1 65.6 60.8 52.8 48.4 441 39.0 34.7
80-84 97.9 87.6 90.6 89.7 76.9 76.0 69.1 61.3
85+ 119.9 133.7 126.6 127.2 128.8 129.5 129.6 126.3
Fi A i 5.1 5.1 5.5 5.7 5.8 6.4 7.2 75
All ages
peqs
Female
0 9.2 7.1 6.8 35 2.4 2.7 1.8 13
1-4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1
5-9 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
10-14 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
15-19 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
20-24 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1
25-29 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2
30-34 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3
35-39 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.4
40-44 1.6 1.2 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.8
45 - 49 2.7 1.9 1.7 14 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.2
50 -54 3.9 3.6 2.9 2.1 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.8
55-59 6.6 5.2 45 3.6 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.7
60 - 64 9.8 8.6 7.3 5.9 4.8 4.4 4.1 3.9
65 - 69 16.6 14.7 13.2 10.6 9.3 6.9 5.9 6.1
70-74 25.0 23.8 23.1 18.2 15.5 13.1 10.7 9.7
75-79 41.9 40.5 38.2 32.8 26.8 23.8 20.5 18.6
80 -84 71.4 52.3 62.5 58.3 46.1 43.3 38.2 34.8
85+ 122.1 109.2 1135 110.4 101.9 98.2 95.9 91.6
FiiA 5 45 4.3 45 4.4 4.2 4.6 4.9 5.3
All ages
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3.  Causes of death

3.1 Classification of diseases and causes of death
was based on the “International Statistical
Classification of Diseases and Related Heath
Problem” (ICD) 9" Revision for 2000 and before.
During 1981 to 2000, neoplasms, diseases of the
circulatory system and diseases of the respiratory
system were the dominant causes of death. These
three diseases together accounted for about 78% of
all deaths in 2000. Specifically, neoplasms had
overtaken diseases of the circulatory system to
become the top killer since 1985. In 2000,
neoplasms accounted for about 33% of all deaths.
Diseases of the circulatory system accounted for
about 28% while diseases of the respiratory system
accounted for about 17%. The other causes
contributed a relatively minor share of all causes.
(Table 3(A))

3.2 During 1981 to 2000, neoplasms took a heavier
toll than diseases of the circulatory system for males.
Diseases of the circulatory system were the leading
cause of death for females. In 2000, the percentages
of male deaths due to neoplasms and diseases of the
circulatory system were 36% and 25% respectively,
and the corresponding percentages of female deaths
were 30% and 32% respectively. (Table 3(A))

3.3 From 2001 onwards, classification of diseases
and causes of death is based on ICD 10th Revision.
Neoplasms, diseases of the circulatory system and
diseases of the respiratory system were still the main
causes of deaths from 2001 to 2015. The
percentages of male and female deaths for neoplasms
dropped by about 5 percentage points to 33% and
2 percentage points to 29% respectively during 2001
to 2015. The percentages of male deaths for
diseases of the circulatory system and diseases of the
respiratory system during the period decreased by
about 2 percentage points to 21% and increased by
about 6 percentage points to 23% respectively. The
corresponding percentages for females decreased by
about 7 percentage points to 22% and increased by
about 6 percentage points to 22% respectively.
(Table 3(B))
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Table 3 (A) Percentage distribution of deaths'”) by cause of death and sex, 1981, 1991 and 2000

1981 1991 2000
FECIRE® B oz &Y B oz & B ai &R
Cause of death® Male  Female Overall® Male  Female Overall® Male Female Overall®
ER 29.1 231 26.4 335 275 30.9 36.4 29.5 334
Neoplasms
GRS ETR 26.3 32.2 28.9 25.6 31.9 28.4 25.2 31.9 28.1
Diseases of the circulatory
system
IR, 25400 7 16.1 15.3 15.7 16.9 16.1 16.5 17.2 15.7 16.6
Diseases of the respiratory
system
BEKTHE 9.1 6.1 7.8 7.6 4.7 6.3 6.5 44 5.6
Injury and poisoning
YNGR 2R TE 25 R 3.3 4.7 3.9 3.6 5.7 45 34 5.6 44
Diseases of the genitourinary
system
b B S BER 4.9 3.6 4.3 4.6 3.6 4.2 4.1 4.3 4.2
Diseases of the digestive
system
WP ~ EE AT 0.9 1.4 1.1 0.7 1.3 1.0 1.9 35 2.6
PRI DR SRR R
Endocrine, nutritional and
metabolic diseases and
immunity disorders
{E IR IS 4E 22 3.8 2.2 3.1 3.6 3.0 3.3 2.2 2.0 21
Infectious and parasitic
diseases
FEAR ~ BSEFIAR BHREAY TS 2.8 7.2 4.8 1.8 34 25 13 0.8 11
Symptoms, signs and ill-
defined conditions
HoAth A 3.7 4.2 3.9 2.1 2.7 2.4 1.8 2.3 2.0
Other causes
Hazt® 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total® (13855) (11116) (24978) (16135) (12540) (28682) (19270) (14719) (33993)
HEE D AR ARG o (85I EEE IR AR O] AR B4R EOR 1T - Notes :  Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
1) HEEFEHAFRSENESIET AErEE - B (1) Figures are compiled using registered deaths during the
ST A BT AN BE T A B4 B B — S HA Gy o 8 v relevant period.  They may differ from other figures
BERE » BT HE RS R U B s e T presented in this article which are compiled using known
B EE o LT (H B T R H R E 5T deaths in the same period. The date of death registration
R A Bl T E o » RS EIET H B o S sl refers to the date when a death is registered at the death
BFOE T A H AR o ) a registry. Some death cases have to get a verdict by the

Coroner’s Court before being registered. As a result, some
death registrations may significantly lag behind the dates of
death known.

(2) EFERpTEAEEERTE TR AA R AR (2) Figures presented above are compiled based on the
BEARET4HE | 5 9 TEETARLSL » (R R Bl g “International Statistical Classification of Diseases and
R LI FTEN 2001 AEALMREE TR AIA R R Related Health Problems” (ICD) 9" Revision. Hence, they
SRR AL ST E | B 10 REST AR BN may not be comparable with those for 2001 onwards presented
bl o in Part B of this table, which were compiled based on the ICD
10" Revision.
(3) FEIRNEF Rz B E0n T A8 - (3) Figures in brackets denote the total number of registered
deaths in the year.
4) TEEt ) EREERREENSET AR - (4) “Overall” includes deaths of unknown sex.
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Table 3 (B) Percentage distribution of deaths'” by cause of death and sex, 2001, 2011 and 2015

2001 2011 2015

FECIRA B ox aH® B B &Y B ak and
Cause of death® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall® Male Female Overall®
] 38.0 30.8 34.9 34.2 29.2 320 331 29.1 31.3
Neoplasms
TEER 28R 225 29.1 254 22.9 26.6 24.5 21.0 224 21.6
Diseases of the circulatory system
S ENTRI T 17.1 16.0 16.6 22.0 19.6 20.9 234 21.9 22.7
Diseases of the respiratory system
PERAISE T HISNA® 6.3 45 55 42 3.1 3.7 5.0 34 43
External causes of morbidity and mortality®
AR A TE SRR 35 5.4 4.3 3.9 5.9 4.8 4.1 5.8 4.8
Diseases of the genitourinary system
SN 4.0 3.8 3.9 3.4 3.7 35 34 33 34
Diseases of the digestive system
FEEL AR LA 25 AR 8 2.9 2.6 2.8 2.9 24 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.7
Certain infectious and parasitic diseases
FEAR - BREORIER PR L B B o S P L A T ik 11 0.7 0.9 2.3 3.0 26 2.8 39 33

TEAE
Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and laboratory

findings, not elsewhere classified
P53 ~ B EFIAHEER 1.8 3.0 2.3 1.1 1.6 1.3 1.1 15 1.3
Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases
HF AT Ry Pt 0.5 1.2 0.8 1.2 2.6 1.8 1.8 33 2.5
Mental and behavioural disorders
THILE 2405w 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.0 0.9
Diseases of the nervous system
F7 REF R T 4H Sk 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.4
Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue
FILPA B & Z S R4S 4 A SR 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3
Diseases of the musculoskeletal system and

connective tissue
SRV ~ SR O RE RE 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1
Congenital malformations, deformations and

chromosomal abnormalities
LR e 225 1T B8 B R LI 078 R S P AR R 8 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2
Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs and

certain disorders involving the immune mechanism
HAFEEA 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Other causes
gEst@ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total® (19007) (14294) (33305) (23608) (18576)  (42188) (25810) (20943) (46 757)
SRR HAURE AAR R o (BRI AR AT RE B AESORRF o Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

(1) 572 A R AR B 500E T AR dm il - BLK
X?%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂft)\ﬁﬁ*”I—J~H—*fﬁ;ﬁﬁ’7§ﬁt§§z%7
AE

2 L%ﬁhﬁﬁﬁ%&?%ffﬁ'ﬁ MBI A1 [ (2 R R 9
SEF B 5 10 TESTAFTERE > L AR H]
@K%Eﬁ”ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ 2000 R ARTIRIE T B ATA
B (R Y B PR T 08 ) 55 9 RIEST ARG
B fEERE -

(3) R4 T BAIA R B PR B A 0 4 5 10
TEFTA > FETEENFERE RS 19 7 15
5~ PHMIMNAR R AR, - AIFELIEE 20
= TEHEABETHYINA ) (EH -

(4) FESNBTE BRIt T AR -
(6) "AE BEMERAEFEIET AR -
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(1) Figures are compiled using registered deaths during the relevant pe

riod.

They may differ from other figures presented in this article which are

compiled using known deaths in the same period.

(2) Figures presented above are compiled based on the “International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems”
(ICD) 10" Revision. Hence, they may not be comparable with figures
for 2000 and before presented in Part A of this table, which were

compiled based on the ICD 9" Revision.
@3

~

According to the ICD 10" Revision, when the morbid condition is

classifiable under Chapter XIX as “Injury, poisoning and certain other
consequences of external causes”, the codes under Chapter XX for
“External causes of morbidity and mortality” should be used as the

primary cause of death.
4

=

year.
(5) “Overall” includes deaths of unknown sex.
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4.  Expectation of life

4.1 Expectation of life is a useful measure to
describe and compare mortality conditions at specific
ages. The expectation of life at birth defines the
number of years of life that a person born in a given
year is expected to live if he/she was subject to the
prevalent mortality conditions as reflected by the set
of age-sex specific mortality rates for that year.

4.2 In 1981, the expectations of life at birth were
72.3 years for males and 78.5 years for females. By
2015, the corresponding figures increased to
81.4 years for males and 87.3 years for females,
indicating a substantial improvement in mortality rate
over the period. (Table 4)

=4 BEE B R M B S TR S ey
Table 4 Expectation of life at selected ages by sex in selected years

W& (ZERED

Fig Increase (in number of years)
Age 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2015 1981-2015
51
Male
0 72.3 74.1 75.2 76.7 78.4 79.4 80.3 81.4 9.1
20 53.6 55.0 56.0 57.4 58.8 59.8 60.6 61.6 8.0
40 345 35.7 36.7 38.2 39.6 40.4 41.2 42.2 7.7
60 17.7 18.5 19.3 20.4 21.7 22.2 23.0 23.9 6.2
80 6.4 6.6 7.0 7.6 8.4 8.3 8.7 9.3 2.9
2
Female
0 78.5 79.4 80.7 82.7 84.6 85.5 86.7 87.3 8.8
20 59.6 60.4 61.5 63.2 65.0 65.9 67.0 67.6 8.0
40 40.3 40.9 41.9 43.7 45.4 46.2 47.3 47.8 7.5
60 22.3 22.6 23.4 24.9 26.6 27.3 28.4 29.0 6.7
80 8.5 8.3 8.9 9.8 11.0 11.2 11.9 12.4 3.9
72 (2t - B
Difference (Female — Male)

0 6.2 5.3 55 6.0 6.2 6.1 6.4 5.9 -
20 6.0 5.4 55 5.8 6.2 6.1 6.4 6.0 -
40 5.8 5.2 5.2 55 5.8 5.8 6.1 5.6 -
60 4.6 4.1 4.1 4.5 49 5.1 5.4 5.1 -
80 2.1 1.7 1.9 2.2 2.6 2.9 3.2 3.1 -

R - REEH - Note: — Not applicable.

43  BLHAMAEFAGLLE - FAEAISETHER
& o FHBEBME RN H AR THIA S &
EE#ELERTRRZ— - (RD)
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4.3  Compared with other economies, Hong Kong
enjoys very low mortality rates. The expectations
of life at birth for both sexes in Hong Kong are
among the longest in developed economies.
(Table 5)
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xS 1981 ££ & 2015 F&H 3 E K BRI H AR g RIS
Table5 Expectation of life at birth for Hong Kong and selected economies, 1981 to 2015
&KBRE  Economy 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Bt
Male
T Hong Kong 72.3 74.1 75.2 76.7 78.4 79.4 80.3 80.7 81.1 81.2 814
JEAF|EE  Australia 71.4 72.8 74.4 75.2 77.0 78.7 79.7 79.9 80.1 80.3 80.4
£z Denmark n.a. 71.6 72.2 72.9 74.5 75.9 77.3 77.9 78.0 78.5 78.6
AR France 70.4 715 72.9 74.1 75.5 77.2 78.4 78.5 78.8 79.3 79.0
e Germany® - - 72.7 73.3 75.1 76.6 7.7 7.7 77.9 78.1 78.2
HA Japan 73.8 75.2 76.1 77.0 78.1 79.0 79.4 79.9 80.2 80.5 80.8
Vil Netherlands 72.7 73.1 74.0 4.7 75.8 77.6 79.2 79.1 79.4 79.9 79.7
Wk Norway 72.7 72.9 74.0 75.4 76.2 78.1 79.0 79.4 79.7 80.0 80.4
S Singapore 70.1 72.1 73.5 74.4 76.3 77.8 79.5 79.8 80.1 80.3 80.4 #
Fij L Sweden 73.1 74.0 74.9 76.5 77.5 78.7 79.8 79.9 80.1 80.4 80.3
B[R United Kingdom 70.8 717 72.9 74.1 75.3 76.9 78.4 78.7 78.9 79.1 79.1
E United States 70.4 71.2 72.0 73.1 74.3 75.2 76.3 76.4 76.4 76.4 n.a.
of America
2t
Female
HhE Hong Kong 78.5 79.4 80.7 82.7 84.6 85.5 86.7 86.4 86.7 86.9 87.3
JBEAFEE  Australia 78.4 79.1 80.3 81.1 82.4 83.5 84.2 84.3 84.3 84.4 84.5
T Denmark n.a. 77.5 77.8 78.0 79.2 80.4 81.6 81.9 81.9 82.7 82.5
TR France 78.5 79.7 81.2 82.1 82.9 84.2 85.0 84.8 85.0 85.4 85.1
=H®  Germany® - - 791 797 811 821 87 828 89 81 831
HA Japan 79.1 80.9 82.1 83.6 84.9 85.8 85.9 86.4 86.6 86.8 87.1
o T Netherlands 79.3 79.6 80.2 80.4 80.7 81.9 82.8 82.8 83.0 83.3 83.1
s Norway 79.3 79.8 80.1 81.1 81.5 82.7 83.5 83.4 83.6 84.1 84.2
ST Singapore 75.2 76.5 77.9 78.9 80.3 82.6 84.1 84.3 84.5 84.8 84.9%
Fir Sweden 79.1 80.0 80.5 81.5 82.1 82.9 83.7 83.5 83.7 84.1 84.0
LR United Kingdom 76.8 77.6 78.4 79.3 80.1 81.2 82.4 82.6 82.7 82.8 82.8
EE United States 77.8 78.2 78.9 79.1 79.5 80.3 81.1 81.2 81.2 81.2 n.a.
of America
i (A - B
Difference (Female — Male)
T Hong Kong 6.2 5.3 5.5 6.0 6.2 6.1 6.4 5.7 5.6 5.7 5.9
JEAF|EE  Australia 7.0 6.3 5.9 5.9 5.4 4.8 4.5 4.4 4.2 4.1 4.1
£z Denmark n.a. 5.9 5.6 5.1 4.7 4.5 4.3 4.0 3.9 4.2 3.9
AR France 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.0 7.4 7.0 6.6 6.3 6.2 6.1 6.1
e Germany® - - 6.4 6.4 6.0 55 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.0 4.9
HA Japan 5.3 5.7 6.0 6.6 6.8 6.8 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.3 6.3
Vil Netherlands 6.6 6.5 6.2 5.7 4.9 4.3 3.6 3.7 3.6 34 34
Wk Norway 6.6 6.9 6.1 5.7 5.3 4.6 4.5 4.0 3.9 4.1 3.8
S Singapore 5.1 4.4 4.4 4.5 4.0 4.8 4.6 4.5 4.4 4.5 45*
Fij L Sweden 6.0 6.0 5.6 5.0 4.6 4.2 3.9 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.7
B[R United Kingdom 6.0 5.9 55 5.2 4.8 4.3 4.0 3.9 3.8 3.7 3.7
E United States 7.4 7.0 6.9 6.0 5.2 5.1 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 n.a.
of America
SRRE (1) SH{EHEPEEFE 1990 4 10 H&6th—EE Notes: (1) German Democratic Republic (East Germany) and the
F o Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) united to
form one state in October 1990.
- @A - —  Not applicable.
na. EHEFE- n.a. Notavailable.
# BRI E - - # Provisional figures.
FAGETHT 2016 12 A FA10 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics December 2016

ERNITRE BUTEstE

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



5. JEUHIZREINE

51

SECHY AU M - — ki
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SECEY > MmN EERA AL (A1 5 A=

5. Seasonality of deaths

5.1 There is pronounced seasonality in the
incidence of deaths. In general, mortality is far
greater in the winter months when the cold weather
apparently takes its toll on life. In the months of
December through April, the numbers of deaths are

1178) - (F%6) higher than those in the warmer months of May
through November. (Table 6)
=6 BEE TR B AR AR
Table 6 Monthly and yearly incidence of deaths in selected years
FETAE e i=t vl
Number of deaths Seasonal index®
Atz Aty
Month 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2015 Month 1981-2015
1 2364 2502 2529 2928 2984 3558 4522 4838 1 117
2 2009 2176 2379 2915 2830 3075 3970 4329 2 107
3 2214 2555 2528 3242 2870 3286 3866 4197 3 112
4 1886 2182 2337 2926 2763 3023 3658 3720 4 101
5 2074 2177 2371 2720 2773 3067 3327 3792 5 98
6 1924 1953 2178 2424 2598 3003 3165 3684 6 93
1908 2080 2313 2661 2695 3127 3120 3665 7 96
8 2165 2066 2386 2428 2732 2975 3245 3519 8 93
1871 1842 2156 2262 2581 2909 3150 3418 9 89
10 1954 1985 2271 2372 2740 2925 3348 3678 10 92
11 1975 2035 2459 2408 2721 3006 3203 3302 11 93
12 2488 2359 2522 2890 3091 3503 3772 3966 12 109
1-12 24832 25912 28429 32176 33378 37457 42346 46108 SEH(E 100
Average
R (1) fSEEMER TX-12 HERE-RA-BETY Note: (1) The index is compiled using “X-12 ARIMA”

(X-12 ARIMA) J5354m % » BRIEC ANBUIEHR
R AR A Y 5 A R e B I E - BRI
PR ZRE MRS S 9B Fy 100 - B{E IR
100 HYZFREIMEIE R H I HISE T AL
PR MEMERR 100 HIZEEIEEEER
R A PR T ARSI Ry -

EHEEE AT 2016 412 F
BERRITRE BUFSETR

FA11

method. It shows the average monthly seasonal
index for the number of deaths within the relevant
period. The average seasonal index for the period
is 100. A seasonal index above 100 means the
number of deaths for that month is more than the
average, whereas a seasonal index below 100
means the number of deaths for that month is less
than the average.
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