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Hong Kong and the mainland of China (the Mainland) have maintained a
close trading relationship with each other for many years. In the past decade,
the Mainland was Hong Kong’s largest destination of total exports and
supplier of imports. On the other hand, Hong Kong has also played an
important role in the external trade of the Mainland. This article analyses the
performance and highlights the salient features of trade between Hong Kong
and the Mainland during the period from 2008 to 2017.
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Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Trade Analysis Section, Census and
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Trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland of China
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1. Introduction

1.1 Hong Kong has maintained a close trading
relationship with the mainland of China (the
Mainland) for many years. In the past decade, the
Mainland was Hong Kong’s largest destination of
total exports and supplier of imports, on average
accounting for 53.2% and 47.0% of Hong Kong’s
total exports and imports respectively.

1.2 On the other hand, Hong Kong has also played
an important role in the external trade of the
Mainland. According to the trade statistics of the
China Customs, Hong Kong was the third largest
trading partner of the Mainland in 2017, following
the U.S.A. and Japan. The Mainland’s imports from
Hong Kong origin amounted to US$7.3 billion, while
exports to Hong Kong were US$279.3 billion in
2017.

1.3 This article analyses the performance and
highlights the salient features of trade between Hong
Kong and the Mainland during the period from 2008
to 2017.

2.  Total exports to the Mainland

2.1 Hong Kong’s total exports to the Mainland
experienced notable growth in the past decade. The
value of Hong Kong’s total exports to the Mainland
increased substantially from $1,370.4 billion in 2008
to $2,105.8 billion in 2017, representing an average
annual growth of 4.9% over the period. Performance
was particularly satisfactory in 2010 and 2011, with
annual growth rates of 26.5% and 9.3% respectively.
After that, the annual increases gradually moderated
to 1.5% in 2014, and an annual decrease of 2.1% was
registered in 2015. However, rebounds in value of
total exports to the Mainland were subsequently
recorded during 2016 to 2017. (Table 1)
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Table 1 Merchandise trade with the mainland of China, 2008 to 2017

HETT
$ Mn
B5EE

Type of trade 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
FpE O 1,370,444.7 1,263,249.4 1,598,222.2 1,747,355.0 1,857,758.6 1,949,247.0 1,979,016.0 1,936,515.2 1,943,468.9 2,105,828.6
Total exports [48.5] [51.2] [52.7] [52.4] [54.1] [54.8] [53.9] [53.7] [54.2] [54.3]
(+4.7) (-7.8) (+26.5) (+9.3) (+6.3) (+4.9) (+1.5) (-2.1) (+0.4) (+8.4)
iyl 1,410,735.1 1,249,373.6 1,529,751.2 1,696,807.2 1,840,862.4 1,942,130.7 1,986,964.4 1,984,048.5 1,916,830.9 2,030,144.9
Imports [46.6] [46.4] [45.5] [45.1] [47.1] [47.8] [47.1] [49.0] [47.8] [46.6]
(+6.1) (-11.4) (+22.4) (+10.9) (+8.5) (+5.5) (+2.3) (-0.1) (-3.4) (+5.9)
S HESANBTFEE AN Y SEET o PR Notes : Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of the

(EHAAEATE 5L - mainland of China in individual type of trade.
BRSNS % - Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage

changes.

2.2 BB EY) T EE D E 2.2 The majority of Hong Kong’s total exports to

w50 > B 2008 4219 69.0% FHHE the Mainland was transported by land, with the share

: — . . increased from 69.0% in 2008 to 75.8% in 2017. The
2017 £EHY 75.8% - ZEAYLLEN A 2008 S£AY share of air transport also increased from 15.0% in

15.0% FF+2 2017 4R 16.3% - &A1 2008 to 16.3% in 2017, remaining as the second
PP LS 1 o EE — F G = - important mode of transport for Hong Kong’s total
(£2) exports to the Mainland. (Table 2)

R 2 2008 2= 2017 a7 =UE 0 rY BRI O R At
Table2  Total exports to the mainland of China by mode of transport, 2008 to 2017

BHEIT
$ Mn

=
Mode of transport 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
sy 206,191.7 194,892.7 230,363.8 294,3785 320,840.0 360,139.5 363,090.9 344,978.8 320,622.3 343,658.0
Air [15.0] [15.4] [14.4] [16.8] [17.3] [18.5] [18.3] [17.8] [16.5] [16.3]
(+7.7) (-5.5) (+18.2) (+27.8) (+9.0) (+12.2) (+0.8) (-5.0) (-7.1) (+7.2)
i 945,983.8  879,449.1 1,139,247.0 1,207,181.0 1,322,536.1 1,379,209.6 1,413,684.7 1,406,772.3 1,455,075.9 1,595,810.6
Land [69.0] [69.6] [71.3] [69.1] [71.2] [70.8] [71.4] [72.6] [74.9] [75.8]
(+4.6) (-7.0) (+29.5) (+6.0) (+9.6) (+4.3) (+2.5) (-0.5) (+3.4) (+9.7)
i 101,780.5  85,657.7 94,7179 102,269.9  96,912.5 88,893.2 853434 76,8057 70,4738  77,762.8
Ocean [7.4] [6.8] [5.9] [5.9] [5.2] [4.6] [4.3] [4.0] [3.6] [3.7]
(+6.0) (-15.8) (+10.6) (+8.0) (-5.2) (-8.3) (-4.0) (-10.0) (-8.2) (+10.3)
JA] i 107,391.2  93,831.8 120,875.4 127,388.4 103,911.1 107,080.4 101,2189 939410 83,1275 73,4787
River [7.8] [7.4] [7.6] [7.3] [5.6] [5.5] [5.1] [4.9] [4.3] [3.5]
(-1.3) (-12.6) (+28.8) (+5.4) (-18.4) (+3.1) (-5.5) (-7.2) (-11.5) (-11.6)
HAr 9,097.5 9,418.2 13,018.1 16,137.2 13,558.9 13,924.3 15,678.0 14,017.4 14,169.5 15,118.5
Others [0.7] [0.7] [0.8] [0.9] [0.7] [0.7] [0.8] [0.7] [0.7] [0.7]
(+21.6) (+3.5) (+38.2) (+24.0) (-16.0) (+2.7) (+12.6) (-10.6) (+1.1) (+6.7)
SRR TRESRAS TR R BE S 5 TG R Y O B A Notes :  Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of individual

HAEE I E 4L © mode of transport in total exports to the mainland of China.
BEFESRE N R EET R - Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes.
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2.3 Prices for total exports to the Mainland
generally increased year-on-year during 2008 to
2017. Discounting the price effect, the volume of
total exports to the Mainland registered an average
annual growth of 2.7% during 2008 to 2017.

(Table 3)

*3 2008 fE 2 2017 SR8 O h B POt Ay B S a8
Table 3  Trade indices on total exports to the mainland of China, 2008 to 2017
(2016 ££=100)

(Year 2016=100)
feREs
Type of index 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
BEfEE 70.5 65.0 82.2 89.9 95.6 100.3 101.8 99.6 100.0 108.4
Value index (+4.7) (-7.8) (+26.5) (+9.3) (+6.3) (+4.9) (+1.5) (-2.1) (+0.4) (+8.4)
BANT B TEEL 83.1 84.0 89.1 95.3 98.3 99.2 101.7 101.7 100.0 102.9
Unit value index (+1.8) (+1.1) (+6.0) (+7.0) (+3.2) (+0.8) (+2.5) (8) (-1.7) (+2.9)
BafeH 82.9 75.7 90.6 92.9 96.2 100.5 99.8 97.9 100.0 105.4
Quantum index (+3.5) (-8.7) (+19.7) (+2.5) (+3.5) (+4.5) (-0.7) (-2.0) (+2.2) (+5.4)

R EFERNETF R REEREE R -
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EAEEIHANE 14.4% #E6 EFF % 14.5% -
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Notes : Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage

changes.
§ Change within £0.05%.

2.4 Analysing by principal commodity group,
“electrical machinery, apparatus and appliances, and
electrical parts thereof” and “telecommunications
and sound recording and reproducing apparatus and
equipment” were the two major commodity groups in
Hong Kong’s total exports to the Mainland in 2017.
The proportion of the former increased from 35.2%
in 2008 to 51.3% in 2017, while the latter increased
slightly from 14.4% to 14.5% over the same period.
In contrast, the share of “office machines and
automatic data processing machines” went down
gradually from 12.7% to 10.5% over the same period
and was the third largest share in 2017. Moreover,
among Hong Kong’s various total exports
commodities in 2017, some of them were mainly
(over 90%) exported to the Mainland, including
“plastics in primary forms”, “pulp and waste paper”
and “crude rubber”, etc. (Table 4)

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics June 2018
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



x4 2008 22 2017 SRS H DE P B thAY E E B IR B E

Table4  Total exports to the mainland of China by principal commodity group, 2008 to
2017
HE#IT
$ Mn
FEERMHER]

Principal commodity group 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
BEMEN, - BRAIFE KT 482,3065 483,497.6 609,019.6 6553324 669,2133 739,176.8 821,127.8 873,954.4 964,315.9 1,079,451.4
Electrical machinery, apparatus [35.2] [38.3] [38.1] [37.5] [36.0] [37.9] [41.5] [45.1] [49.6] [51.3]
and appliances, and electrical (+8.7) (+0.2) (+26.0) (+7.6) (+2.1) (+10.5) (+11.1) (+6.4) (+10.3) (+11.9)

parts thereof

R B R E RN e

reproducing apparatus
and equipment

PN EEE R HENE PRI (RS 174,626.7 167,091.2 229,455.7

Office machines and automatic [12.7] [13.2] [14.4]
data processing machines (+9.6) (-4.3) (+37.3)

B MERESIHES KR 31,9943 334258 39,6668

Professional, scientific and [2.3] [2.6] [2.5]
controlling instruments and (+9.9) (+4.5) (+18.7)
apparatus

JEB BB 13,8739 13559.4 23,178.8

Non-metallic mineral manufactures [1.0] [1.1] [1.5]

(+16.8) (23)  (+70.9)

197,034.8 176,577.2 225,882.7
Telecommunications and [14.4] [14.0] [14.1]
sound recording and (+6.1) (-10.4) (+27.9)

255228.0 312,236.9 359,0885 337,599.6 334,460.7 308,049.0 304,779.7
[14.6] [16.8] [18.4] [17.1] [17.3]  [15.9] [14.5]
(+13.0)  (+223)  (+15.0) (-6.0) (-0.9) (-7.9) (-1.1)

256,826.5 295,600.0 280,124.3 273,723.0 2350965 204,739.3 220,741.6
[14.7] [15.9] [14.4] [13.8] [121]  [10.5] [10.5]
(+11.9)  (+15.1) (5.2) (23)  (141)  (-12.9) (+7.8)

483137 57,4594 588207 540352 47,8130 50,3359 58,6952
[2.8] [3.1] [3.0] [2.7] [2.5] [2.6] [2.8]
(+21.8)  (+18.9)  (+2.4) (81  (-115)  (+53)  (+16.6)

355137 37,4182 43,6754 484207 40,3238 44,9940 49,2005
[2.0] [2.0] [2.2] [2.4] [2.1] [2.3] [2.3]
(+#53.2)  (+54) (+167)  (+10.9)  (-16.7)  (+11.6) (+9.3)

iR RSN T RN E B B A i B AR T R
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EHESE A B Z R T 5 -
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Notes :  Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of individual
commodity group in total exports to the mainland of China.

Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes.

3. Imports from the Mainland

3.1 During 2008 to 2017, the value of Hong
Kong’s imports from the Mainland
increased substantially from $1,410.7 billion to
$2,030.1 billion, representing an average annual
growth rate of 4.1%. Year-on-year changes in the
value of Hong Kong’s imports from the Mainland
were mostly positive in the past decade, with
decreases of 11.4%, 0.1% and 3.4% recorded in
2009, 2015 and 2016 respectively. (Table 1)

3.2 A moderating growth trend was observed in
the prices of imports from the Mainland over the past
decade. Annual rate of changes in prices for imports
from the Mainland fluctuated between 0.4% and
8.0% during 2008 to 2017, except only for 2016 in
which an annual decrease of 2.2% was recorded.
Discounting the effect of price changes, the volume
of imports from the Mainland increased by an
average annual growth rate of 2.2% for the period
2008 to 2017. (Table 5)
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Table5 Trade indices on imports from the mainland of China, 2008 to 2017
(2016 F=100)

(Year 2016=100)
ERER
Type of index 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
EEEH 73.6 65.2 79.8 88.5 96.0 101.3 103.7 103.5 100.0 105.9
Value index (+6.1) (-11.4)  (+224)  (+10.9) (+8.5) (+5.5) (+2.3) (-0.1) (-3.4) (+5.9)
BRI 82.5 83.1 87.5 94.5 98.0 98.9 101.9 102.3 100.0 101.7
Unit value index (+4.2) (+0.6) (+5.4) (+8.0) (+3.7) (+0.9) (+3.0) (+0.4) (-2.2) (+1.7)
BEEEH 86.0 76.5 89.0 91.9 96.4 101.6 101.0 100.9 100.0 104.3
Quantum index (+2.6) (-11.1) (+16.4) (+3.3) (+4.9) (+5.4) (-0.6) (-0.1) (-0.9) (+4.3)
SR BERESRANE T RIS R - Note: Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage

changes.

3.3 BHELEE RN —AE o A AT 3.3 Hong Kong’s imports from the Mainland were

ARVHECOSY) LD i gy > HEEEAER
2% 10 FERE Y 70% o 22 58 K g A I (i P i
VR — R 5 = 2y g 520 > 42 2017
FFHYEEEE TRy 14.3% F2 6.5% - (£ 6)

mainly transported by land, being the same as total
exports to the Mainland. The share of land transport
in total imports from the Mainland was higher than
70% in the past decade. Air and ocean were the
second and third most commonly used modes of
transport for imports from the Mainland, accounting
for 14.3% and 6.5% in 2017 respectively. (Table 6)

*=6 2008 £E 2 2017 e i )7 =B 0 AR R B Y St
Table 6  Imports from the mainland of China by mode of transport, 2008 to 2017
HETT
$ Mn
g7
Mode of transport 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
72 3H 143,056.4 136,728.4 165,654.6 167,049.2 184,687.8 230,032.6 252,399.8 269,810.1 251,2134 291,173.9
Air [10.1] [10.9] [10.8] [9.8] [10.0] [11.8] [12.7] [13.6] [13.1] [14.3]
(+7.1) (-4.4) (+21.2) (+0.8) (+10.6) (+24.6) (+9.7) (+6.9) (-6.9) (+15.9)
syt 999,973.6  895,101.5 1,102,182.5 1,238,588.4 1,375,524.9 1,433,270.4 1,457,941.0 1,458,037.5 1,426,001.1 1,483,636.8
Land [70.9] [71.6] [72.0] [73.0] [74.7] [73.8] [73.4] [73.5] [74.4] [73.1]
(+4.8) (105)  (+231)  (+124)  (+11.1) (+4.2) (+1.7) (8) (2.2) (+4.0)
i 137,240.8 105,991.6 132,367.1 146,589.6 143,517.7 147,703.5 142,6559 128,720.9 121,792.7 132,231.7
Ocean [9.7] [8.5] [8.7] [8.6] [7.8] [7.6] [7.2] [6.5] [6.4] [6.5]
(+3.9) (228)  (+249)  (+10.7) (-2.1) (+2.9) (-3.4) (-9.8) (-5.4) (+8.6)
Ja] 106,346.8 87,258.0 97,086.5 102,109.1 89,556.4 79,005.2 82,685.8 76,658.6 70,967.3 72,701.2
River [7.5] [7.0] [6.3] [6.0] [4.9] [4.1] [4.2] [3.9] [3.7] [3.6]
(+20.2) (17.9)  (+1L3) (+5.2) (-12.3) (-11.8) (+4.7) (-7.3) (-7.4) (+2.4)
HAr 24,1175 24,294.0 32,460.5 42,470.8 47,575.5 52,119.0 51,281.8 50,821.4 46,856.3 50,401.5
Others [L7] [1.9] [2.1] [2.5] [2.6] [2.7] [2.6] [2.6] [2.4] [2.5]
(+14.4) (+0.7)  (+336)  (+30.8)  (+12.0) (+9.6) (-1.6) (-0.9) (-7.8) (+7.6)
SR RS N B U7 U TR B A 4R Notes :  Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of individual
BHE 5L » mode of transport in total imports from the mainland of China.
BEFESR N R EET E R - Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes.
§  SEEH{E+0.05%7 A o §  Change within +£0.05%.
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3.4 Hong Kong’s imports from the Mainland
mainly consisted of “electrical machinery, apparatus
and appliances, and electrical parts thereof” and
“telecommunications and sound recording and
reproducing apparatus and equipment” in 2017. The
proportion of the value of imports from the Mainland
of the former group rose from 20.2% to 28.6% during
2008 to 2017, while the share of the latter increased
from 19.5% to 28.5% over the same period.
Moreover, among Hong Kong’s various imports
commodities, some of them were mainly (over 75%)
supplied by the Mainland in 2017, such as
“prefabricated buildings” and “telecommunications
and sound recording and reproducing apparatus and
equipment”. (Table 7)

=T 2008 ££Z 2017 S P A E O L B & SR B E

Table 7 Imports from the mainland of China by principal commodity group, 2008 to 2017
HETT
$ Mn

FERRE

Principal commodity group 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
EE - EEST A KB 285,011.3 266,589.7 354,956.1 382,263.5 394,549.8 451,969.2 502,493.7 498,571.7 513,430.7 579,722.3
Electrical machinery, apparatus [20.2] [21.3] [23.2] [22.5] [21.4] [23.3] [25.3] [25.1] [26.8] [28.6]
and appliances, and electrical (+11.0) (-6.5) (+33.1) (+7.7) (+3.2) (+14.6) (+11.2) (-0.8) (+3.0) (+12.9)

parts thereof

HER ~ SR R B A S

reproducing apparatus
and equipment

AN EE R HEE R R EEE  153,692.0 145,924.0 193,660.4

Office machines and automatic [10.9] [11.7] [12.7]
data processing machines (+12.1) (-5.1) (+32.7)
HerEsy ( FEEREEE 152,470.9 136,703.7 136,595.3
TrE SRS T [10.8] [10.9] [8.9]
Miscellaneous manufactured (+12.8) (-10.3) (-0.1)

articles (mainly baby
carriages, toys, games and
sporting goods)

U & ] WES 128,246.5 106,932.0 112,183.6
Articles of apparel and [9.1] [8.6] [7.3]
clothing accessories (-5.2) (-16.6) (+4.9)

275,161.5 246,478.1 317,636.9
Telecommunications and [19.5] [19.7] [20.8]
sound recording and (+5.9) (-10.4) (+28.9)

358,721.2 430,834.2 473,658.9 519,759.7 595,907.9 576,176.3 578,951.9

[21.1] [23.4] [24.4] [26.2] [30.0] [30.1] [28.5]
(+12.9) (+20.1) (+9.9) (+9.7) (+14.7) (-3.3) (+0.5)

230,513.1 278,248.3 269,433.9 256,296.1 241,416.4 221,012.9 241,690.1

[136]  [151]  [13.9]  [129]  [122]  [115]  [11.9]
(+19.0)  (+20.7) (3.2) (-4.9) (5.8) (85  (+9.4)

160,507.0 165,703.9 152,183.0 134,699.8 113,641.6 103,461.5 113,459.1

[9.5] [9.0] [7.8] [6.8] [5.7] [5.4] [5.6]
(+175)  (+3.2) (82)  (115)  (-15.6) (9.0)  (+9.7)

110,271.6 100,936.6 99,263.0 94,057.4 84,530.4 73,137.0 67,881.3

[6.5] [5.5] [5.1] [4.7] [4.3] [3.8] [3.3]
(-1.7) (-8.5) (-1.7) (52)  (101)  (-135) (-7.2)

SERE PRSP R SR O P R P
ERTE L -
BIFES P T R B 5% -

EHEEE AT 20184 6 H
ERRITRE BUFSETR

Notes :  Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of individual
commodity group in total imports from the mainland of China.

Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes.
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35 WAWHIEMEZE 10 FRTNEEBRRHEL
AJEHE > SEILE S O EEY 46.4% -
1£ 2008 fEZE 2017 4ERS > AFHE By N HE AT HE
OEHEEEFGEHEE 38%  Ef AT
2009 4 K 2016 £ 457 7l 4 &K g% 15 11.5% K
4.6% myEklE o (F£8)

3.5 The Mainland was also the largest origin of
Hong Kong’s imports in the past 10 years,
accounting for 46.4% of Hong Kong’s total imports
on average. The average annual growth of imports of
the Mainland origin was 3.8% during 2008 to 2017,
with decreases of 11.5% and 4.6% only recorded in
2009 and 2016 respectively. (Table 8)

xS 2008 2 2017 SRR Ry B Y S A T

Table8  Imports of the mainland of China origin, 2008 to 2017
E#IT
$Mn
B
Country of origin 2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

RE P ()
The mainland of China [46.7] [46.5] [45.1]
(The Mainland) (+6.9) (-11.5) (+21.2)

1,413,404.7 1,251,058.7 1,516,869.7 1,692,152.8 1,834,455.4 1,905,219.5 1,949,233.5 1,956,479.0 1,867,360.7 1,981,274.3

[46.9] [46.9] [46.2] [48.4] [46.6] [45.5]
(+8.4) (+3.9) (+2.3) (+0.4) (-4.6) (+6.1)

SRR PSP AL B YA R
ESLL -
B3 B R I 5% -

4. Hftt2HEEH

4.1 HRAEBEHAEAE St i
A2h (FEESIEME ) K (BEEG
HoEH) AT - Ah > iR E AR
"H S E LD BB RN
(https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk) ¥& H{ 5 % &
BN AR ST

EHEEE AT 20184 6 H
ERRITRE BUFSETR

Notes :  Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage share of imports
of the Mainland origin in total imports.

Figures in round brackets refer to year-on-year percentage changes.

4. Other references

4.1 More detailed statistics of trade between Hong
Kong and the Mainland can be found in the monthly
reports of Hong Kong External Merchandise Trade
and Hong Kong Merchandise Trade Index Numbers.
Moreover, users can obtain further statistics on
external merchandise trade of Hong Kong through
the Interactive Data Dissemination Service for Trade
Statistics (https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk).
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