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The total number of Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) cases
has decreased gradually at an average rate of 2.1% per annum in the past
decade. The number of cases fell from nearly 290 000 as at the end of 2007
to about 230 000 as at the end of 2017. Larger extents of decrease were
noted in low-earnings cases (-12.8%) and unemployment cases (-9.0%).
There were 336 681 CSSA recipients as at the end of 2017, representing a
drop of 32.2% when compared with that as at the end of 2007. This article
describes the major changes in the number of CSSA cases and recipients
during the period from 2007 to 2017.
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(EEzE ¢ (852) 2892 5225 ; &EH : rsenq@swd.gov.hk) -

Statistics presented in this article are based on the data source from the Social Welfare
Department. Enquiries on this article may be directed to the Research and Statistics
Section, Social Welfare Department

(Tel. : (852) 2892 5225; E-mail : rsenqg@swd.gov.hk).

THGETHT] 201849 H FB1 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics ~September 2018
ERFITEE BUNGETE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region


mailto:rsenq@swd.gov.hk

2007 £z 2017 4§
Satt e RERBE BN BT
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1. Introduction

1.1 The overall objective of social security in
Hong Kong is to provide for the basic and special
needs of the members of the community who are in
need of financial or material assistance. The non-
contributory social security system administered by
the Social Welfare Department (SWD) comprises the
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
Scheme, Social Security Allowance (SSA) Scheme,
Criminal and Law  Enforcement  Injuries
Compensation Scheme, Traffic Accident Victims
Assistance Scheme and Emergency Relief.

1.2 The CSSA Scheme was introduced in
July 1993, replacing the former Public Assistance
Scheme. It aims to provide a safety net for
individuals or families who cannot support
themselves financially for various reasons such as old
age, disability, illness, unemployment and low-
earnings, etc. The CSSA Scheme provides financial
assistance to such individuals or families in order to
meet their basic needs. In addition, all CSSA
recipients are entitled to free medical treatment at
public hospitals or public clinics.

1.3  Elderly CSSA recipients who choose to take up
permanent residence in Guangdong or Fujian
Provinces can apply for Portable CSSA (PCSSA)
Scheme. Applicants eligible for PCSSA will be
entitled to the monthly standard rate and the annual
long-term supplement during their stay in Guangdong
or Fujian.

FB2 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics September 2018

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



14 FREIRSIN - AL BHEITHY A IARA AT
A Sl ~ GRENE - REAVERAE K
[ R ET ] o Sl R R TR o ] Ry R
£ 70 pRekA BB ERE R ERER - B
PEMIR ARG > DU RS IR s B R
5IEHIFFRIFR R - 1 2013 4 4 HEEHIRE
ATEHRG S AE R AFERAE 65 el B AR
BEAER > GHRER - DB
AyAIERASE - 1 2013 47 10 HEEE AR S
sTE] > HAVYSHFEAE 65 praibl L - BEER
EERLFEHFERANEERE - HHE
EEE - TR SRR o PRRELIER
MG EEERETEIT 65 2 69 BREVEEEASN - 1
AR pEtE] T 52 AR RS R AR
A e

15 PURHY I EEE P e T L -

2. SFRGETEFME

2.1 REESTEIAZBI AR EHE AL
IR BRI E R - WA Gt BRYE R
RUE - FERFREN T HEFR AT T
ARIRIEAME - 5N 0 15 2 59 et e
Y36 N B0 H 1 T AF o Al AT U A B
TR BRI LB AT E LR AN £ - /AR
i AHN R IERS2N "B EEY
Eat#l, - AR ERFEHEHE -

1 534h - BUMRY 2018 4F 4 FAffeHirEstE] » mEERE
TEEN A B EERFE RSN -

EAEGETHT 201849 H
ERFITEE BUNGETE

1.4 Apart from the CSSA Scheme, the SSA
Scheme administered by SWD comprises Old Age
Allowance, Disability Allowance, Old Age Living
Allowance and Guangdong Scheme. Old Age
Allowance and Disability Allowance provide a
monthly allowance to Hong Kong residents who are
70 years of age or over or who are severely disabled
respectively to meet their special needs arising from
old age or disability respectively. Old Age Living
Allowance, launched in April 2013, aims to provide a
monthly allowance to supplement the living expenses
of Hong Kong residents aged 65 or over who are in
need of financial support. The Guangdong Scheme,
launched in October 2013, provides Old Age
Allowance for eligible Hong Kong elderly persons
aged 65 or over who choose to reside in Guangdong
without the need to return to Hong Kong every year.
Except for Old Age Living Allowance and applicants
aged 65 to 69 under the Guangdong Scheme, the
allowances paid under the SSA Scheme are non-
means-tested”.

1.5 The following analyses focus on the CSSA
Scheme.

2. Overview of CSSA statistics

2.1 The CSSA Scheme is non-contributory but
means-tested.  Applicants must also satisfy the
residence requirement under the Scheme. Under
exceptional circumstances, the Director of Social
Welfare (DSW) may exercise discretion to waive the
residence requirement. In addition, able-bodied
persons aged 15 to 59 who are unemployed or with
monthly earnings or working hours lower than the
prescribed levels set by SWD are required to actively
seek full-time paid employment and participate in the
Support for Self-reliance (SFS) Scheme as a
condition of receiving assistance.

1  Separately, the Government launched the Fujian Scheme in April
2018 to provide Old Age Allowance to eligible Hong Kong elderly
persons who choose to reside in Fujian.
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2.2 If the applicant is living with other family
members, the application must be made on a
household basis. Under exceptional circumstances,
DSW may exercise discretion to allow needy persons
living with family members to apply for CSSA on
their own. The resources and needs of all family
members in the same household are taken into
account in determining the family’s eligibility for
assistance. A case may consist of more than one
family member, but it is possible that not all family
members are eligible for receiving CSSA.

Caseload

2.3 Under the CSSA Scheme, a case may refer to a
single person or a family. The categorisation of a
case is done according to a set of established rules
and criteria based on the principal reason for applying
for CSSA with reference to the particulars of eligible
members in the case. The total number of CSSA
cases has decreased gradually from 288 145 as at the
end of 2007 to 232134 as at the end of 2017,
representing an average drop of 2.1% per annum in
the past decade. Larger extents of decrease were
noted in low-earnings cases (-12.8%) and
unemployment cases (-9.0%). (Table 1 and Chart 1)
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Table1  Number of CSSA cases by category, end-2007 to end-2017

P

7N

Cases

g

=iz

Average rate

of change

{EZ=EER per annum

Case category 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 (%)

FEE 152515 151954 153448 153754 153950 153302 151259 149149 146083 144336 144198 -0.6
Old age (529) (534) (53.1) (54.3) (556) (56.9) (58.0) (58.9) (59.8) (60.9) (62.1)

TR MR 17924 17796 18146 18381 18449 18384 18391 18225 17914 17602 17133 -0.5
Permanent disability 6.2) (6.3) (6.3) (6.5) 6.7) (6.8) (7.1) (7.2) (7.3) (7.4) (7.4)

TREER{E 24436 24440 25294 25190 25168 25319 25157 24973 24458 24184 23632 -0.3
II-health (8.5) (8.6) 8.7) (8.9) 9.1) 9.9) (9.6) (99) (100) (10.2) (10.2)

B 37036 36192 36233 34372 32860 30903 29193 29529 28403 26985 25792 -3.6
Single parent (129) (12.7) (125) (121) (119 (115 (112) (11.7) (116) (11.4) (111)

RUTA 17221 16080 15633 14407 12319 10339 8891 7584 6335 5230 4401 -12.8
Low-earnings (6.0) (5.7) (5.4) (5.1) (4.5) (3.8) (3.4 (3.0) (2.6) (2.2) 1.9

S 32893 31772 33279 29813 26859 23980 21149 18650 16332 14340 12741 -9.0
Unemployment (11.4) (11.2) (115) (105) 9.7 (8.9) 8.1) (7.4) 6.7) (6.0) (5.5)

HoAthr 6120 6335 7106 7259 7105 7012 6734 4944 4570 4379 4237 -3.6
Others (2.1) (2.2) (2.5) (2.6) (2.6) (2.6) (2.6) (2.0) 1.9 (1.8) (1.8)

et 288145 284569 289139 283176 276710 269239 260774 253054 244095 237056 232134 -2.1
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
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Notes : Figures in brackets refer to the percentage to totals.
Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

2.4 Analysed by category, the proportion of cases
under old age, permanent disability and ill-health
categories as a whole increased gradually from 67.6%
as at the end of 2007 to 79.7% as at the end of 2017.
On the other hand, the proportion of CSSA cases
involving mainly able-bodied recipients, i.e. single
parent, low-earnings and unemployment cases,
decreased from 30.2% as at the end of 2007 to 18.5%
as at the end of 2017. (Table 1 and Chart 1)
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Chart1 Number of CSSA cases by category, end-2007 to end-2017
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12/2012  12/2013  12/2014  12/2015  12/2016  12/2017

A/
Month/Year

Note : Figures in brackets refer to the percentage to total number of
CSSA cases.

Recipients

2.5 Among the 232 134 CSSA cases as at the end
of 2017, there were 336 681 recipients, representing a
decrease of 32.2% when compared with that as at the
end of 2007. Analysed by age, the number of
recipients aged 60 or over (regarded as elderly
persons under the CSSA Scheme) decreased
gradually from 188 283 as at the end of 2010 to
167 358 as at the end of 2017, while the rate of
elderly recipients to the whole population aged 60 or
over decreased gradually from 16% in 2007 to 9% in
2017. (Table2)

2.6 The number of recipients aged under 60 also
decreased gradually from 309 627 as at the end of
2007 to 169 323 as at the end of 2017. Their rate to
population of the same age group decreased gradually
from 5% in 2007 to 3% in 2017.
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Table2  Number of CSSA recipients by age group, end-2007 to end-2017

A
Persons
i Sk
Age group 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
15550 F 97 426 89 482 88 422 82516 75281 69 219 63 890 60 119 56 790 53 350 50 816
Below 15 (196)  (188)  (183) (17.7)  (17.0)  (165)  (162)  (158)  (156)  (153)  (15.1)
[11] [10] [10] [10] [l [ [8l [71 [71 [6] [6]
15 & 59 5% 212201 201100 205704 195207 180942 164684 151014 144635 135515 126076 118507
15-59 (42.7) (42.3) 42.7) (41.9) (40.8) (39.3) (38.2) (37.9) (37.1) (36.2) (35.2)
[4] [4] [4] [4] [4] [3] [3] [3] [3] [3] [2
60 KL 187295 185043 187875 188283 187099 184865 180003 176553 172541 169005 167 358
60 or over 37.7) (38.9) (39.0) (40.4) (42.2) (44.1) (45.6) (46.3) (47.3) (48.5) (49.7)
[16] [15] [15] [14] [14] [13] [12] [11] [11] [10] [l
4=t 496922 475625 482001 466006 443322 418768 394907 381307 364846 348431 336681
Total (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)  (100.0)
[71 [71 [71 [71 [6] [6] [5] [5] [5] [5] [5]
. MTEERE S RER BRI AR - Notes: Figures include CSSA recipients among all CSSA cases.
EFESE MR BAELEETIVE 7t - Figures in round brackets refer to the percentage to the overall
total.
FEFRANEFARFAGE —FEH 4RI A O H 5 Figures in square brackets refer to the percentage to the Hong
bk o Kong population of the respective age group.
FHFA IO AR 4 (B8 e AR BT RE BHLAHE TR Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

7 -

2.7 3 IEEEZI MEFTE$HEZA 2.7 The proportion of elderly/non-able-bodied

- 161 2007 (] 48.6% FiFHIZE recipients increased gradually from 48.6% as at the
LRI AR b BRI E end of 2007 to 66.2% as at the end of 2017, while the

2017 FEAEJEHY 66.2% - MR SLER proportion of able-bodied adult/child recipients
B AHIEEBIRNZ T Nk - 4£ 2008 4-5% MifE4H dropped gradually. The two categories of recipients

B2 B A & A5 BT A 438 =2 B A0 EE B A8 contributed a similar share in the overall CSSA
W (E2) recipients in 2008. (Chart 2)
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Chart2 Percentage of CSSA recipients by category, end-2007 to end-2017
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Expenditure

2.8 SFESEREAENA BB ESTEEAT R A 2.8 The rate of CSSA payments is adjusted
(B Y E S - 2017-18 4R fEL annually in accordance with the relevant price indices

which reflect the impact of price changes on CSSA

B3 TR S A B B BT 8 B S SRR 1 households. The share of CSSA recurrent
Eb&y 5.7% - M{E 2007-08 = REHTFH o3 EEAIE expenditure in the total recurrent government
8.6% o MiSR&IE(HZ R HIE Ik » LR expenditure in 2017-18 was 5.7%, compared with

#EE y 2007-08

8.6% in 2007-08. Although the number of CSSA

8 = o z=
R 170 fRoTRNE cases continued to decrease, the CSSA recurrent

2017-18 4 HY 206 T (REHFE) - 3R expenditure increased from $17.0 billion in 2007-08
#720.6% - (& 3) to $20.6 billion (provisional figure) in 2017-18,
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which represented an increase of around 20.6% as
compared with that in 2007-08. (Chart 3)
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Chart3  CSSA recurrent expenditure and its percentage in total recurrent government

expenditure, 2007-08 to 2017-18
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Year
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SETAVERY N—TABAYFIIE - one-off payments issued to CSSA recipients in the respective
years.
A TEEtE AR 2017-18 W H S ERES - AR A In compiling the percentage in 2017-18, figure on total
AR BN & B LA R B S TR B - recurrent government expenditure refers to that in the
revised estimates.
# FEGeE - # Provisional figure.
3. FEEZEERINSTESE 3.  Statistics on major case categories
FEE M Old age cases
3.1 fF 2017 R EEEZ T » 2 3.1 Among various case categories, old age cases
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accounted for 62.1% of the total number of cases as
at the end of 2017. Most of the old age cases were
single person cases (78.5%). There were 1399
cases under the PCSSA Scheme, represented about
1.0% of the total number of cases as at the end of
2017.

3.2 Analysed by type of housing among old age
cases, 59.8% of the recipients were living in public
housing, 28.7% in residential care homes, and the rest
in private housing and other types of housing.
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Unemployment cases

3.3 Since June 1999 when the SFS Scheme was
first introduced, the number of CSSA unemployment
cases dropped from 32 113 in June 1999 to 23 250 in
March 2001. After the SFS Scheme had been
implemented for 22 months (June 1999 to March
2001), the number of unemployment cases started to
increase since April 2001, reaching a new high of
48 789 cases in May 2003, which represented an
increase of 109.8% as compared with the trough
(23 250 cases) recorded in March 2001.

3.4 With the introduction of the intensified SFS
measures in June 2003, there was a rapid deceleration
in the rate of increase in the number of
unemployment cases during the period from June to
September 2003. The number of cases also started
to decline since October 2003 until October 2008,
followed by a slight increase in the number of
unemployment cases for 8 consecutive months. The
number of unemployment cases again gradually
decreased since September 2009 and stood at 12 741
in December 2017. (Chart 4)
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Chart4 Number of CSSA unemployment cases and unemployment rate in Hong Kong,
end-2001 to end-2017
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"""" S 4R 28 H Number of CSSA unemployment cases
A4 %% Unemployment rate in Hong Kong
SRR REGREXHEEEAMA G AREE - Notes: CSSA unemployment cases refer to the number of cases as at the
end of the respective months.
AR RERY TR IE A Ay R 1bryiEE 3 (E The unemployment rate pertaining to the respective months is
EE STk S s e the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for the 3-month
period ending that month.
35 fF 2017 FEERVELFHEEEF - 58.3% 3.5 Of the unemployment cases as at the end of
[=1=} 2 I 0, 1
IR RO A SoBo s  AU SOT vt s pron o Amor
5%
/ ) 0, WA ANSTZ ~ 2 A g ’ y
VE - 81.4% fFiF 40 % 59 5k ° - HEFHIER 81.4% were between the age of 40 and 592

BRI > REZ I EHEGR IR AR AT Analysed by the duration of receiving CSSA, the
thfird ks 7.3 4 i 73.0% H9ZEh A EL4EHT median length of receiving CSSA of unemployed

Yot amm . recipients was 7.3years. Around 73.0% of the
eriiEi 3 A (R3M=4) recipients had been receiving CSSA for more than 3

years. (Table 3 and Table 4)

2 TEEFERETEIT o EAREZE N E 60 By 2 Under the CSSA Scheme, unemployed recipients will be regarded as
EZHN - elderly recipients when they reach the age of 60.
THGETHT] 201849 H FB11 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics ~September 2018

ERFITEE BUNGETE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



*3 2017 SRR S EEREELN B ABE ORI R EGHREZE T s tho
Table 3  Percentage distribution of CSSA unemployment cases by number of eligible
members in a household, as at end-2017

BEREERBNB FEGREENE T
Number of eligible members in a household % of CSSA unemployment cases
1 58.3
2 11.4
3 11.7
4 10.3
5 5.3
6 B LA I 2.9
6 or over
st 100.0
Total
FERE RS AUARA R o (B R AR AR AT Note:  Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
REBLAEET AT -

#4 2017 SRR 4 A B MBI I R SE SRR B A B 2 Ee o AT
Table4  Percentage distribution of unemployed CSSA recipients by age group and sex,
as at end-2017

KGR AE I
% of unemployed CSSA recipients
FERRLET] ik 2k SEGT
Age group Male Female Total
0 RIAT 5.4 4.2 9.6
Below 30
30 & 39 5% 5.0 3.9 8.9
30 -39
40 & 49 5% 12.4 19.1 314
40 - 49
50 & 59 5% 26.8 23.3 50.0
50 - 59
{E=t 49.5 50.5 100.0
Total
Ferpir# (%) 51 49 50
Median age (years)
SRR L IR ALARR (G o @RIk ] Note: Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
HE BHAEETATT -
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3.6 EERA{EZAE 2007 FE 2017 RS
EHIERE - 8t H 2007 FEAEEAY 37036 5
BRE 2017 FERAY 25792 5% 0 BRiE 2
304% - (F1)

—
7N

=

3.7 f£ 2017 FERHEEMEZET > F
90% # FUNRE > KB BEMEEEZEN—2
W4T o TGRS A - B
SRR P 8% 5.6 £F - 47 54.4%
AEZEEENERREBE S £ - (R5)

Single parent cases

3.6 Single parent cases registered a significant
decrease during 2007 to 2017. The number of cases
dropped from 37 036 as at the end of 2007 to 25 792
as at the end of 2017, representing a decrease of
30.4%. (Tablel)

3.7  Of the single parent cases as at the end of 2017,
about 90% were small families comprising one parent
and one or two children. Analysed by the duration
of receiving CSSA, the median length of receiving
CSSA of single parent cases was 5.6 years. Some
54.4% of the cases had been receiving CSSA for
more than 5 years. (Table 5)

5 2017 A EARHAEHE I R S B R E R R AN BE N BEREZE T 2t
Table5  Percentage distribution of single parent cases by duration of receiving CSSA and
number of eligible members in a household, as at end-2017
BHEEE o1
Percentage distribution of single parent cases
BERRENRBAE
Number of eligible members in a household

FEGTREH : R
Duration of 6 5L E BT
receiving CSSA 2 3 4 5 6 or over Total
1AL 5.8 35 0.7 0.1 8 10.2
1 year or below

1ED EE 3F 10.7 6.8 1.4 0.2 0.1 19.2
More than 1 year - 3 years

SHELLEESFE 8.5 6.0 1.3 0.2 0.1 16.1
More than 3 years - 5 years

5L EE 10 4 15.5 10.1 2.3 0.4 0.1 28.4
More than 5 years - 10 years

10 FEDL | 14.6 8.4 2.4 0.5 0.2 26.1
More than 10 years

et 55.2 34.8 8.1 15 0.5 100.0
Total

R AR T ARG BRI AR AT AE B 4R Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
REF
§ /D 0.05% - § Lessthan 0.05%.
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3.8 ZERHBRERRZIATIH > 87.6% KL
M REEFRT 30 £ 49 3% - RE7
(64.5%) Hy=Z NELLHEESTE - 14.2%
R O4& / [Bl & AR A B - 10.9%
EEME - EREREISINA T XVEER K
HootbER 10.5% - (26 KR T)

3.8 For single parent recipients, 87.6% were
females and most of them were between the age of 30
and 49. The majority (64.5%) of them were
divorced/separated, 14.2% married/cohabited with
spouses living elsewhere, and 10.9% widowed. The
percentage of those who were never married and had
dependant child(ren) was 10.5%.

(Table 6 and Table 7)

%6 2017 SRR AE A R M RIE 2 ISR B R R Z B AB 73 EE AR

Table 6  Percentage distribution of single parent CSSA recipients by age group and sex,

as at end-2017

SHEREBRRRZEBANE I

% of single parent CSSA recipients
ElRAER i 2 &Est
Age group Male Female Total
0 LT 0.1 6.3 6.5
Below 30
30 & 39 % 1.2 29.5 30.7
30-39
40 2 49 3% 3.3 41.1 44.4
40 - 49
50 & 59 % 4.3 10.0 14.3
50 - 59
60 jpEl Ll 3.4 0.7 4.1
60 or over
BT 12.4 87.6 100.0
Total
El PR (%) 54 41 42

Median age (years)

R HRTETLAR G 6 hI 8 ISR AT RE BB T A AT

Note : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

= 2017 AR TRIZIEIIR M R A RIE 2 ISR B R R Z B AB 73 EE AR

Table 7  Percentage distribution of single parent CSSA recipients by marital status and sex,

as at end-2017

GBS R AT
% of single parent CSSA recipients

SRS LT 2 st
Marital status Male Female Total
TEARGEIE 0.4 10.1 10.5
Never married
B EfE 2.6 11.6 14.2
Married/Cohabited
HES o 8.6 55.8 64.5
Divorced/Separated
] 0.7 10.1 10.9
Widowed
BT 12.4 87.6 100.0
Total

SR R TETLAR G 6 hI 8 ISR AT RE BT A AT o

EAEGETHT 201849 H
ERFITEE BUNGETE

Note : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
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3.9 {F 2017 AAEEILE 4401 S2EULALE
% - ERSFAER A EEE B REEE -
T B VIR - 87.1% H(EIE T4
GHABIEIA 3 4 -

4. FRABGEZEALHHTE
?3

4.1 CHEGFRATHACE AL Y B 2007 4
JEERY 35677 AZFM NigkE 2013 fEAEEHY
13105 A - BRifiFs 63.3% - Ki% - 5 NH
B 2013 42 12 H 17 HiEE{EE " EE—FEH
5 | i EFF 23.3% & 2017 F4EEHT 16 155
Ao (58)

4.2 R BIAREZERIH 2007 4
TR 24 454 SRiZW FERE 2013 AFAFERY
9540 5% » Z1&WANE 2017 FAFEER 11524
o BEEGHARIAERIE & 52.9% - 1F 2017 4%
EREMEEN T ZEEEEN B EEE
(385% ) ~ % (26.8% ) F{#RFEK{E
(12.0%) - (#£8)

I

3 HAEZBINERERVR T FHIRBAL - Hp Lt
o B P T A A A 4R RSB (BTN T RE RS A TR
AHACE A -

4 TE&RERETEIT o HEEALE 2004 45 1 A 1 HDUFILAMERF
& TEA—EHE , c ARBIERE 2004 £1 H 1 H
RS TEETENME , /£ 2013 £ 12 A 17 H >
BN A ECHIL BRI EUE B ME & T JE
FE ) »
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Low-earnings cases

3.9 There were 4 401 low-earnings cases as at the
end of 2017. Nearly all the low-earnings cases were
family cases having at least two recipients. 87.1%
of them had been receiving CSSA for more than 3
years.

4, Statistics on new arrival CSSA
recipients®

4.1 The number of new arrival CSSA recipients*
decreased gradually from 35677 as at the end of
2007 to 13 105 as at the end of 2013, representing a
drop of 63.3%. Subsequently, the number increased
by 23.3% to 16 155 as at the end of 2017 upon
restoring the one-year-residence requirement since
17 December 2013. (Table 8)

4.2  The number of cases involving new arrivals
also decreased gradually from 24 454 as at the end of
2007 to 9540 as at the end of 2013 and then
increased to 11524 as at the end of 2017,
representing a drop of 52.9% over the whole period.
The major categories of these cases in 2017 were
single parent (38.5%), old age (26.8%) and ill-health
(12.0%). (Table 8)

3 New arrival CSSA recipients refer to those who have resided in

Hong Kong for less than 7 years. Although the great majority are
the new arrivals from the Mainland of China, they may also include
non-Mainlanders.

4 Under the CSSA Scheme, before 1 January 2004, applicants had to

meet the one-year-residence requirement (OYRR). The
requirement was adjusted to the seven-year-Hong Kong-resident
requirement on 1 January 2004. On 17 December 2013, the
Government restored OYRR in accordance with the judgment of
the Court of Final Appeal.
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* 8 2007 SFAEEE 2017 S£ETEERDN 7 ENGHRZBIA KBTS KAISHREZE
Table 8 CSSA recipients having resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years and CSSA

cases involved, end-2007 to end-2017

BRIBRDR T FEZHANSHREE
=5 CSSA cases with recipients having resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years
DR THH HEZEE B R E st
SREEZBIA Percentage distribution by category of case
CSSA recipients ErizfH
having resided in EHH Tk A MR By EKkA 3
S Hong Kong for CSSA S Permanent {BEE/XK{E Single Low- Unemploy- At da=t
Year less than 7 years cases Old age  disability IlI-health parent earnings ment  Others Total
2007 35677 24 454 20.9 3.1 8.3 30.1 16.5 15.0 6.0 100.0
2008 28 316 20 144 19.4 3.1 8.4 317 16.3 13.7 7.4 100.0
2009 24 925 17921 17.1 3.2 8.8 318 16.7 13.7 8.8 100.0
2010 19127 13 687 14.7 3.4 9.0 324 17.6 11.6 11.3 100.0
2011 17 253 12 264 15.4 3.6 9.3 32.7 16.5 10.9 11.6 100.0
2012 14 843 10 643 16.6 3.6 10.0 33.3 14.2 10.1 12.2 100.0
2013 13105 9540 17.4 3.9 10.8 34.2 12.6 9.0 12.2 100.0
2014 19127 13551 20.2 4.0 11.4 394 9.4 10.8 4.8 100.0
2015 18 715 13 446 22.6 4.1 11.4 40.1 7.8 10.0 4.1 100.0
2016 16 974 12 280 25.0 4.0 11.9 39.6 6.0 9.5 4.1 100.0
2017 16 155 11524 26.8 3.8 12.0 38.5 5.3 9.4 4.2 100.0
FERE AR T ARG o (BB 8 I ARk AT R AR A Note :  Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
RFF -
5. BRMSHENSEE 5. Statistics on the amount of
assistance

51 IEf1 ESCATEl - SRR RHEFIARIE 5.1 As mentioned above, the rate of CSSA
F&HS B T T B & 42 1 5 T S A Y i S payments is adjusted annually in accordance with the

e ;e thr et et relevant price indices which reflect the impact of
o % 9 MIMHEAEFIER A ABE b b

P H GRS RIS TR -

EAEGETHT 201849 H
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price changes on CSSA households.  Table9
provides statistics on average monthly CSSA
payments by the number of eligible members in a
household.
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*9 2009 4£2 2018 I EERRER B ABE T 9T &GREH
Table 9  Average monthly CSSA payments by number of eligible members in a household,
2009 to 2018
JC
$
BERRE
FE AR
Number of
eligible members
in a household 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
1 3,874 3,947 4,163 4,531 4,848 5,045 5,399 5,690 5,932 6,201
2 6,357 6,343 6,618 7,257 7,645 7,984 8,560 8,891 9,248 9,610
3 8,409 8,373 8,772 9,488 9,975 10,450 11,307 11,752 12,250 12,730
4 9,920 9,878 10,371 11,242 11,817 12,438 13,401 13,943 14,579 15,182
5 11,660 11,588 12,172 13,143 13,772 14,453 15,521 16,085 16,797 17,462
= 14,501 14,400 15,127 16,282 16,943 17,681 19,101 19,805 20,617 21,365
6 or over
R TSR SEAGERT  WE AR T Note : Average monthly CSSA payments refer to the estimated payments

TEMEHIFTIERVREE - BEGMS @ PEEER
FLA A SR PR A8 2 SR O 8 R R ]
GUEGREETE T TR, - BE A EEmsR
TRAE AR I — JOB BN

EAEGETHT 201849 H
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in the respective years, which have taken into consideration the rate
adjustment in accordance with the established mechanism. That
is, average payment refers to the amount of payment when CSSA
cases do not have other income and can be more specifically
regarded as “recognised needs” under the CSSA Scheme. Figures
do not include any additional one-off payments provided for CSSA
cases.
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