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The Census and Statistics Department conducted the Thematic Household
Survey on use of language in Hong Kong during March to June 2018 to collect
information on Hong Kong persons aged 6 to 65 on the use of spoken and
written Chinese and English. This article gives a brief account of the major
findings of the survey.
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
conducted the Thematic Household Survey (THS) on
use of language in Hong Kong during March to June
2018 to collect information on Hong Kong persons
aged 6 to 65 on the use of spoken and written Chinese
and English.

2. Use of language among persons aged
6 to 65

Perceived language competence in using Cantonese/
spoken English/Putonghua

2.1 Persons aged 6 to 65 (excluding persons with
hearing or speech difficulty) were asked about their
perceived language competence in using Cantonese,
spoken English and Putonghua. Among them, 87.7%
perceived their language competence in using
Cantonese as very good or good, 8.1% as average
and 4.2% as not so good or having no knowledge.
Analysed by economic activity status, the percentages
of economically active and economically inactive
persons who perceived their language competence in
using Cantonese as very good or good were 87.8% and
87.4% respectively. (Table 1)
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Table 1 Persons aged 6 to 650 by economic activity status and perceived language
competence in using Cantonese

{52 F B EEAE TTHY B BTG

Perceived language competence in using Cantonese

wge .
FEH 4T BL4F —% Not No &t
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
N N N N N N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
BOETEEN S 5 Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000)
TEEE L £, @ 2232.3 879.4 275.0 71.0 85.8 35434
Economically active® (63.0) (24.8) (7.8) (2.0) (2.4) (100.0)
FIHEELE R 1209.9 590.4 180.5 42.7 36.9 2 060.3
Economically inactive (58.7) (28.7) (8.8) (2.) (1.8) (100.0)
24 550.2 278.2 68.3 17.3 19.0 933.0
Students (59.0) (29.8) (7.3) (1.8) (2.0) (100.0)
WIS 7R Z 404.6 183.2 59.5 17.0 13.7 678.1
Home-makers (59.7) (27.0) (8.8) (2.5) (2.0) (100.0)
BN 229.8 113.4 46.2 s s 400.5
Retired persons (57.4) (28.3) (11.5) # &) (100.0)
At 25.3 15.5 6.5 ¥ ¥ 48.7
Others (51.9) (31.8) (13.3) (€3] (€3] (100.0)
&% 3442.2 1469.7 455.5 113.7 122.6 5603.7
Overall (61.4) (26.2) (8.1) (2.0) 2.2) (100.0)
R RN AR A o (E B EARIRE AR AT B R A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
H4HEET -
FEIR NI B R A IS 7 G B & oy 4H B R AL Bl Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
75 6 F 65 g AT E AL © persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective economic activity status
groups.
(1) FNEfEE s EEa RN AL - (1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.
(2) ReBLEFEE A LEREREA L RIEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.
T iR E K ARG EER AL - T  Statistics are not released due to large sampling error.
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2.2 For using spoken English, 29.0% of persons
perceived their language competence as very good or
good, 37.9% as average and 33.1% as not so good or
having no knowledge.  Analysed by economic
activity status, the percentage of persons perceiving
their language competence in using spoken English as
very good or good for economically active persons

(31.4%)

Jrtb (24.8%) e (R 2)
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(31.4%) was higher than that for economically inactive
persons (24.8%) (Table 2)
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Table 2 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence
in using spoken English

Perceived language competence in using spoken English

{5 P PERE I GERE JTRY B e FAS

g 2) & N
JEHEIF REF —f% Not No &Et
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
PN PN PN PN PN PN
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
BOETEEN S 5 Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000)
REEL R EHH@ 202.9 911.4 1362.2 761.7 305.4 3543.4
Economically active® (5.7) (25.7) (38.4) (21.5) (8.6) (100.0)
S LTS 81.8 428.7 759.8 511.9 2781 20603
Economically inactive (4.0) (20.8) (36.9) (24.8) (13.5) (100.0)
24 59.6 286.5 447.3 128.7 t 933.0
Students (6.4) (30.7) (47.9) (13.8) # (100.0)
LS 145 93.4 203.3 231.6 135.3 678.1
Home-makers 2.1) (13.8) (30.0) (34.2) (200)  (100.0)
BRA L 6.6 45.0 101.4 132.8 114.6 400.5
Retired persons (1.6) (11.2) (25.3) (33.2) (28.6) (100.0)
At ¥ ¥ 7.8 18.8 17.4 48.7
Others ) ) (16.1) (38.5) (35.6)  (100.0)
&% 284.6 1340.1 2121.9 1273.6 583.5 5603.7
overall (5.1) (23.9) (37.9) (22.7) (10.4)  (100.0)
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Hagst -

FEIR AR AL (8 H KT RS B 7y 431 A5 P

6 % 65 RALRYE EE -

(1) TEERE S EREA R AL -

Q) FeHEEES A LEEE AL RREAL -

OB EEER - BRI T O -

FHBGET AT 202041 8
ERRBITHE BUF4ETER

Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.

FB4

Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective economic activity status

groups.

(1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.

(2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.

T  Statistics are not released due to large sampling error.

Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics January 2020
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



23 ENFEHSGESE S 0 28.0% iy A+ 2.3 Regarding using Putonghua, 28.0% of persons

ok 1 CURE TR AT+ 39.3% B perceived their language competence as very good or
DR 3070 7 s ol O o S good, 39.3% as average and 32.7% as not so good or
B ke 32.7% SR Rtk b B A o AR EE) having no knowledge.  Analysed by economic
733 M 0 27.4% (RSB LF IS A - K activity status, 27.4% of economically active persons
29.0% JELELETSEFINT A 305 E C Y and 29.0% of economically inactive persons perceived
SRR R - (£ 3) their language competence in using Putonghua as very

good or good. (Table 3)

=3 HRETEEN S 5 B P BREAE T B AL BT 6 = 65 R ALV H
Table 3 Persons aged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence
in using Putonghua

{50 PR A RS AE TIHY B PPl

Perceived language competence in using Putonghua

wBe .
FEH 4T BL4F —% Not No &t
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
N N N N N N
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
LREE S Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000)
REEL I EHH@ 175.7 795.3 1462.2 771.7 338.6 35434
Economically active® (5.0) (22.4) (41.3) (21.8) (9.6) (100.0)
JEE B B EY 116.5 482.0 741.5 466.8 253.5 2 060.3
Economically inactive (5.7) (23.4) (36.0) (22.7) (12.3) (100.0)
AL 65.5 281.0 388.6 143.8 54.2 933.0
Students (7.0) (30.1) (41.6) (15.4) (5.8) (100.0)
PLPESEFEE 45.9 147.2 218.1 172.3 94.5 678.1
Home-makers (6.8) (21.7) (32.2) (25.4) (13.9) (100.0)
BRA L 4.7 47.1 118.7 139.2 90.9 400.5
Retired persons (1.2) (11.7) (29.6) (34.7) (22.7) (100.0)
=i ¥ 6.7 16.2 11.5 14.0 48.7
Others ) (13.7) (33.1) (23.6) (28.8) (100.0)
&F 292.2 1277.3 2 203.7 1238.5 592.1 5603.7
Overall (5.2) (22.8) (39.3) (22.1) (10.6) (100.0)
R RN AR o (E B ARIRE AR T B R A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
H4HEEt -
FEIR NI B R A IS 7 TG 8 B oy 4H B R AL Bl Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
6 % 65 B AR E ST - persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective economic activity status
groups.
(1) FNEfEE N EEa RN AL - (1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.
(2) ReBLEEEE A LEREREA L RIEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.
T iR E K ARG EER AL - T  Statistics are not released due to large sampling error.
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Comparison with the results of a similar survey in
2015 - spoken languages

2.4  The percentage of persons aged 6 to 65 who
perceived their language competence in using spoken
English as very good or good in 2018 (29.0%) was
higher than that in 2015 (23.1%). The percentage of
persons aged 6 to 65 perceived their language
competence in using Putonghua as very good or good
in 2018 (28.0%) was also higher than that in 2015
(24.7%).

2.5 Meanwhile, the percentage of persons aged 6 to
65 who perceived their language competence in using
Cantonese as very good or good in 2018 (87.7%) was
slightly higher than that in 2015 (86.5%). (Table 4)

=4 PR E T OB TIER AT AP 6 2 65 R AV E
Table 4 Persons aged 6 to 650 who perceived spoken language competence as very good or

good
mo sy H CEROREEIIEE F R T
Perceived spoken language competence as very good or good
STl
Survey Period
20055 HFE8H 20183 H&E6 H
May to August 2015 March to June 2018
N N
N No. of No. of
e persons persons
Language ("000) ("000)
& I 4 863.5 4911.9
Cantonese (86.5) (87.7)
FEELIRE 1300.3 1624.7
Spoken English (23.1) (29.0)
e iEh 1386.8 1569.5
Putonghua (24.7) (28.0)
SR L A IURE AR o (B BIEEARIIRE AR B BE R EE Y Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
HaEst
FESRAN B FFoRIEE SR HA S FTA 6 2 65 5% Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
AEE S persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective survey periods.

(1) FEFEIE SR NER AL -

FHBGET AT 202041 8
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(1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.
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Perceived language
Chinese/English

competence in  written

2.6 Persons aged 6 to 65 (excluding persons with
visual difficulty) were asked about their perceived
language competence in written Chinese and English.
For written Chinese, 78.2% of persons perceived their
language competence as very good or good, 16.2% as
average and 5.6% as not so good or having no
knowledge. Analysed by economic activity status,
the percentage of persons perceiving their language
competence in written Chinese as very good or good
for economically active persons (80.1%) was higher
than that for economically inactive persons (74.8%)
(Table 5)

2.7 Regarding written English, 28.6% of persons
perceived their language competence as very good or
good, 39.2% perceived as average, and 32.2%
perceived as not so good or having no knowledge.
Analysed by economic activity status, 31.0% of
economically active persons and 24.6% of
economically inactive persons perceived their
language competence in written English as very good
or good. (Table 6)
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Table 5 Personsaged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence
in written Chinese

PICERAE IR B B
Perceived language competence in written Chinese
wge l
FEHAF R4F —f& Not No #st
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
AN AN AN AN AN AN
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
BOETEEN S 5 Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  Persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000)
TEER L £, @ 1488.2 1350.9 502.9 91.8 110.0 3543.8
Economically active® (42.0) (38.1) (14.2) (2.6) (3.1) (100.0)
E| SRS R4Sy R 722.1 819.8 405.5 70.6 42,5 2 060.5
Economically inactive (35.0) (39.8) (19.7) (3.9 (2.1) (100.0)
B4 338.4 397.1 158.7 23.4 155 933.0
Students (36.3) (42.6) (17.0) (2.5) .7 (100.0)
WIS 7R Z 237.6 257.8 135.7 26.5 20.4 678.1
Home-makers (35.0) (38.0) (20.0) (3.9) (3.0) (100.0)
BRA L 134.9 146.4 95.9 18.2 i 400.5
Retired persons (33.7) (36.5) (24.0) (4.5) &) (100.0)
At 11.2 18.5 15.1 ¥ ¥ 48.9
Others (23.0) (37.9) (31.0) (€3] (€3] (100.0)
&% 2210.3 2170.7 908.4 162.4 152.4 5604.3
Overall (39.4) (38.7) (16.2) (2.9) @.7) (100.0)
SR [AURE AR o (BB ARIIRE AR BT RE R EE Y Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
H4HEET -
FEIR N B R AT BUAE 7 TG 8 B oy 4H B R AL F Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
7 6 % 65 pg A LHYE ST o persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective economic activity status
groups.
(1) RNERERITEREN AL - (1) Excluding persons with visual difficulty.
(2) ReBLEEEE A LEREREA L RIEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.
T iR E K ARG EER AL - T  Statistics are not released due to large sampling error.
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Table 6 Personsaged 6 to 65 by economic activity status and perceived language competence
in written English

FEERAE IR E T
Perceived language competence in written English
BE M l
FEH 4T B4 —% Not No &t
Very good Good Average so good knowledge Total
A A A A A A
. No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
KB EE T 5 Persons  persons  persons  persons  persons  persons
Economic activity status ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000) ("000)
TEER L £, @ 206.1 892.8 1397.3 784.3 263.4 3543.8
Economically active® (5.8) (25.2) (39.4) (22.1) (7.4) (100.0)
IR EE) 76.5 430.3 798.0 497.3 258.4 2 060.5
Economically inactive (3.7 (20.9) (38.7) (24.1) (12.5) (100.0)
24 56.7 286.4 468.5 112.3 ¥ 933.0
Students (6.1) (30.7) (50.2) (12.0) (€3] (100.0)
PLPESEFRE 14.8 91.0 215.8 234.9 121.6 678.1
Home-makers (2.2) (13.4) (31.8) (34.6) (17.9) (100.0)
BIFAL t 49.2 106.2 1315 110.3 400.5
Retired persons # (12.3) (26.5) (32.8) (27.6) (100.0)
At ¥ t 7.5 18.7 17.3 48.9
Others (€3] (€9)] (15.3) (38.1) (35.3) (100.0)
&% 282.5 1323.1 2195.3 1281.6 521.7 5604.3
Overall (5.0) (23.6) (39.2) (22.9) (9.3) (100.0)
R RN AR A o (E B EARIRE AR AT B R A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
Hagst -
FEIR N B R AT BUAE 7 TG 8 B oy 4H B R AL F Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
75 6 F 65 g AT E AL © persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective economic activity status
groups.
(1) RNERERITEREN AL - (1) Excluding persons with visual difficulty.
(2) ReBLEEEE A LEREREA L RIEAL - (2) Economically active persons comprise employed persons and
unemployed persons.
T iR E K ARG EER AL - T  Statistics are not released due to large sampling error.
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Figve—3 1 2015 - written Chinese/English

2.8 ff 2018 & P EEC {HERSEEE 2.8  The percentage of persons aged 6 to 65 who

e 6 65 T perceived their language competence in written
TIFRAFBRAS 6 & RALIE L Chinese as very good or good in 2018 (78.2%) was

(78.2%) - #r 2015 & (73.1%) Fyis - higher than that in 2015 (73.1%).
2.9 [Eli% > fF 2018 4 A CHEATS 2.9 Meanwhile, the percentage of persons aged 6 to

B s A ft 65 who perceived their language competence in
%/m 5 = 6 65 B N . . .
FACTISRIAFERAFS 6 & 65 A TIE written English as very good or good in 2018 (28.6%)

syEL (28.6%) - 7ni 2015 4 (23.3%) Jy was also higher than that in 2015 (23.3%). (Table 7)
me o (R

&1 RRECEREIIIFE TR 6 2 65 FALOHE

Table 7 Persons aged 6 to 652 who perceived written language competence as very good or

good
RRECEREIFE TR
Perceived written language competence as very good or good
&=tHd
Survey Period
201545 A& 8 B 201843 &6 B
May to August 2015 March to June 2018
N N
N No. of No. of
= persons persons
Language ("000) ("000)
T ES 4108.1 4381.0
Written Chinese (73.1) (78.2)
Wiy 1.309.4 1 605.6
Written English (23.3) (28.6)
R AU AR & o (BB A I AR B BE R A Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
HAEET -
RSN TR (E RS B PGP 6 2 65 5% Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of all
ANFHBIE S - persons aged 6 to 65 in the respective survey periods.
(1) RNERERITEREN AT - (1) Excluding persons with visual difficulty.
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3. Use of language among employed
persons aged 15 to 65

3.1 Of employed persons aged 15 to 65 (excluding
persons with hearing or speech difficulty) in 2018,
25.4% indicated that it was necessary for them to learn
and further study Cantonese, spoken English or
Putonghua for the sake of work (lower than 40.1% in
2015). Among them, 79.1% cited English as the
spoken language that they would like to learn and
further study most, followed by Putonghua (16.7%)
and Cantonese (4.2%). (Chart 1)

HEERTEREMRERE, EEENGE - JREOERIEREN 15 = 65 gt ALY

Chart 1 Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 65% by whether would learn/further study
Cantonese, spoken English or Putonghua for the sake of work

GERTIFRZEMREEE EEREMN
5~ SLREIRE B Eh
Whether would learn/further study
Cantonese, spoken English or Putonghua
for the sake of work

2015 2018
59.9
74.6
mg Ofg
Yes No
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Q) WFFoREFT AN LR E M & EE e
[ IMEE ~ PEEOIREETHmaGAY 15 2 65 BRAYEL
FEANLFAEE DL -
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W RFREEE B TEE?
If yes, spoken language which they would
learn/further study most®

2018 02015

Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.

(1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.

(2) Figures represent the percentages in respect of all employed
persons aged 15 to 65 who would learn/further study
Cantonese, spoken English or Putonghua for the sake of work.
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32 f£2018 % - 15 % 65 pRAVLE AL (1 3.2 Of those employed persons aged 15 to 65
IR ARENAL) § o 24.1% FoRAT. (excluding persons with visual difficulty) in 2018,

{F If 7 5 5238 K AEE Ki@ii%% (jff 24.1% indicated that it was necessary for them to learn
20155 E?EET 372%’ 7%1'&52 ’ %ﬁggf_‘l-g% TE';'? and further study written Chinese or English for the
IEW%?%gﬁﬁfg\jgw R sake of work (lower than 37.0% in 2015). Among
PI(51%) - ([ 2) them, 94.9% cited English as the written language that

they would like to learn and further study most. The
remaining cited Chinese (5.1%). (Chart 2)

2 HEERTEREMRERE, P CERREXERN 15 Z 65 Bt ALONES

E:
Chart 2 Percentage of employed persons aged 15 to 65 by whether would learn/further study
written Chinese or written English for the sake of work

GANTEREmMHEEE B P

FHIGEER
Whether would learn/further study written
Chinese or written English for the sake of W RFREEE EENESEESO
work If yes, written language which they would
learn/further study most®
2015 2018
HEVEH
Written English 91.8
HEE 5.1
Written Chinese 8.2
0 20 40 60 80 100
Horkk %
2018 02015
B Off
Yes No
SR RIUER T ARG o ([EREEEAR A B AR FE L Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
Hagst -
(1) REER BRI AL - (1) Excluding persons with visual difficulty.
2) MFrFE TEARTIEFEmMBEEY i#E (2) Figures represent the percentages in respect of all employed
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4.  Use of language among persons aged
6 to 65 who were attending schools/
educational institutions

4.1 It was estimated that there were 968 800 persons
aged 6 to 65 who were attending schools/educational
institutions (excluding persons with hearing or speech
difficulty) in 2018. When asked whether they were
willing to spend spare time on studying English or
Putonghua, 57.6% said that they were willing to spend
spare time on studying English. The corresponding
percentage for studying Putonghua was 49.4%. Both
were lower than the corresponding percentages in
2015 (at 68.8% and 57.9% respectively) (Chart 3)
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Chart 3 Percentage of persons aged 6 to 65 who were attending schools/educational
institutions by whether were willing to spend spare time on studying

English/Putonghua
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Note : (1) Excluding persons with hearing or speech difficulty.

5.  Further information

51 THS on use of language in Hong Kong were
conducted in 2012, 2015 and 2018. Detailed results
were released respectively in the Thematic Household
Survey Reports No. 51, 59 and 66 published by C&SD
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/sp140.jsp?productC
0de=B1130201).
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