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A survey was conducted by the Census and Statistics Department during July
to August 2019 to collect the age-sex profile of persons residing in private
elderly homes (PEH). Results of the survey together with some other
administrative records are used in the General Household Survey to estimate
the age-sex profile of the land-based non-institutional population of
Hong Kong. This article gives a brief account of the results of the 2019 round
of Annual Survey on Profile of Inmates of PEH.
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1. Introduction

1.1 A survey was conducted by the Census and
Statistics Department (C&SD) during July to
August 2019 to collect the age-sex profile of persons
residing in private elderly homes (PEH). Results of
the survey together with some other administrative
records (e.g. information on subvented elderly homes
from the Social Welfare Department (SWD)) are used
in the General Household Survey to estimate the
age-sex profile of the land-based non-institutional
population of Hong Kong.

1.2 This article gives a brief account of the results
of the 2019 round of Annual Survey on Profile of
Inmates of PEH. A comparison with the results of
the 2018 round of survey is also made.

2.  Survey coverage

2.1 The sampling frame of the survey in 2019 was
the list of PEH maintained by SWD as at
end June 2019. There were a total of 552 PEH on the
listand all were selected for enumeration in the survey.
SWD maintains the list with the enrollment only but
not information on the age-sex profile of persons of
PEH.

2.2 C&SD had sent each of the PEH an invitation
letter, a copy of the questionnaire and a return
envelope to collect the number of persons residing
therein by age and sex asat 1 July 2019. To boost the
response rate, a letter from SWD inviting PEH to
participate in the survey was sent out together.
Questionnaires completed by PEH were mainly
collected by post. Telephone follow-up calls were
made to those outstanding cases and cases which
required verification on the data provided.
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3. Enumeration results

3.1 Of the 552 PEH, 539 (97.6% of the total)
returned the completed questionnaires by post or fax
or provided the required data during the telephone
follow-up calls (i.e. fully completed cases). The
remaining 13 cases were non-response cases.

3.2 The response rate of the 2019 round of Annual
Survey on Profile of Inmates of PEH was 97.6%, while
the corresponding figure in 2018 was 97.3%.

4. Estimation method

41 For the 13 non-response cases, the
corresponding enrollments from SWD were used as
the estimated totals. The age-sex distribution was
assumed to be the same as the overall pattern of the
completed cases.

4.2 Combining information from the completed
cases and non-response cases, the estimated total
number of persons residing in PEH by age and sex can
be derived.

5. Survey results

5.1 There were 39 500 persons residing in PEH on
the list maintained by SWD as at 1 July 2019.  About
45.7% were male and 54.3% were female, with a sex
ratio (males per 1000 females) of 840. 65.6% of
them were aged 80 and over. The overall median age
was 84. (Tables 1 and 2)
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Table 1 Persons residing in private elderly homes by age and sex as at 1 July 2019

i B/Nc BiEet
FEHRAE A Male Female Both sexes
Age group BH % #H % BH %

No. No. No.

<55 400 11 300 0.7 700 1.8
55-59 600 15 300 0.8 900 2.3
60 - 64 1100 2.9 700 1.7 1800 4.6
65 - 69 1500 3.9 1000 24 2500 6.4
70-74 2100 5.2 1400 35 3400 8.7
75-79 2400 6.2 1800 4.5 4200 10.7
80-84 3500 8.8 3700 9.3 7100 18.1
>85 6 300 16.1 12 400 31.4 18 700 475
S 18 000 45.7 21 400 54.3 39 500 100.0
Total
FRe P (5%) 81 86 84

Median age (years)
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Notes : Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.

5.2 The number of persons residing in PEH in 2019
(39500) was more or less the same as that in 2018
(39 600). However, the proportion of males was
higher in 2019 as compared with 2018, with the sex
ratio increased from 818 to 840 over the period. The
proportion of persons aged 80 and over decreased
slightly from 66.4% in 2018 to 65.6% in 2019, while
the overall median age remained unchanged at 84 in
both years. (Table 2)
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Table 2 Key indicators of the 2018 round and 2019 round of Annual Survey on Profile of
Inmates of Private Elderly Homes (PEH) results

iz

Indicator 2018 2019
N 39 600 39 500
Number of persons

MERIEER (HEEF TR EEE) 818 840
Sex ratio (males per 1 000 females)

FleP g (5%) 84 84

Median age (years)
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Proportion of persons in the respective age group among all persons residing in PEH

60 5% K DA 95.7% 95.9%
60 and over
80 kK LA I 66.4% 65.6%
80 and over

5.3 1 2019 FAEPEHE A LG > A 0.5% 5.3 Ofthe Hong Kong Resident Population (HKRP)

e = - . proportion was the same for both females and males
& > [F 7 0.5% o FLEFERAHRAITIHT » 60 LRI (0.5%). Analysed by age group, 2.0% of HKRP aged

EHEEAEAOH - FH 2.0% EEELELE 60 and over were residing in PEH. The proportion

B o FEEREIRS FEfSZM T 1160 & 64 iy increased gradually with age, from 0.3% for those

0.3%54 % 85 B L F6) 9.1% - (£3) aged 60-64 to 9.1% for those aged 85 and over.
(Table 3)
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Table 3 Persons residing in private elderly homes as at 1 July 2019 as a rate in the mid-2019
Hong Kong Resident Population (HKRP) by age and sex

SEBCAH A B 8 Biast
Age group Male Female Both sexes
<55 8 8 8
55-59 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%
60 - 64 0.4% 0.2% 0.3%
65 - 69 0.7% 0.4% 0.6%
70-74 1.4% 0.9% 1.1%
75-79 2.6% 1.9% 2.2%
80 - 84 4.4% 3.9% 4.1%
> 85 8.6% 9.3% 9.1%
&% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%
Overall
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Notes : Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.
§  Less than 0.05%.
(1) Asa percentage of HKRP in the respective age/sex group.
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