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Along with the recent economic downward adjustment, there was a marked
easing in the labour market conditions of Hong Kong during the first half of
1998. The unemployment rate increased sharply from 2.2% in 1997 to 4.3% in
the second quarter of 1998.  This article aims to analyse the characteristics of
the latest unemployed population of Hong Kong.
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Hong Kong economy has experienced a
downward adjustment starting from the latter part of
1997. Along with the recent setback in economic
activity, there was a marked easing in the labour
market conditions. Both the number of
unemployed persons and the unemployment rate
recorded a continuous increase.

1.2 Unemployment has become one of the focal
issues of social concemn. Statistical measures of
unemployment provide an indication of the situation
of the economy and also reflect the extent of unused
capacity in the labour force.

1.3 Unemployment statistics are compiled based
on data obtained from the General Household Survey
(GHS). The current quarterly sample size of the
GHS is about 27 000 quarters. A rotawonal
replicate sample design is adopted such that half of the
sample in a momnth will be enumerated again three
months later. Informaton on personal, labour force
and household characteristics is collected from all
persons in the sampled quarters where appropriate.

14 This article provides an analysis on the
characteristics of the latest unemployed population
of Hong Kong. It aims to give a better
understanding about unemployment.

2.  Conceptual framework

2.1  Statistics on the labour force, unemployment
and so on are produced in accordance with the
framework recommended by the Intermational
Labour Organization (ILO).

2.2 The population can be divided into two main
groups according to their economic activity status,
viz. the economically active population and the
economically inactive population.
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2.3 The economically active population, also
known as the labour force, comprises the employed
population and the unemployed population.
Labour force participation rate refers to the
proportion of labour force in the total land-based
civilian non-institutional population aged 15 and
over. This is a measure of the working age
population’s propensity to be in the labour force.

24 The economically inactive population is
made up of those persons who have not had a job and
have not been at work during the seven days before
enumeration, excluding persons who have been on
leave/holiday during the seven-day period and persons
who are unemployed. It comprises mainly home-
makers, retired persons and those below the age of 15.

2.5 The employed population comprises all those
persons aged 15 and over who have been at work for
pay/profit or have had formal job attachment during
the seven days before enumeration.

2.6 The unemployed population comprises all
unemployed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to
be classified as unemployed, that person should:

(a) not have had a job and should not have
performed any work for pay or profit
dunng the seven days before enumeration;
and

(b) have been available for work during the
seven days before enumeration; and

(c) have sought work during the thirty days
before enumeration.

Besides, if a person aged 15 or over fulfils the
conditions (a) and (b) above but has not sought
work during the thirty days before enumeration
because he/she believed that work was not available,
he/she is still classified as unemployed, being
regarded as a so-called “discouraged worker™.

2.7 Unemployment rate refers to the proportion
of unemployed persons in the labour force. It is
computed as the number of unemployed persons
divided by the size of the labour force and multiplied
by 100%.
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2.8 It should be noted that “unemployment” is a
state of affairs, being not the same as events of
“losing a job” like dismissal or lay-off or having left
a job for other reasons. Thus, for persons who
have been dismissed from their jobs or who have left
their jobs for certain reasons, but have managed to
take up another job within a short period of time
(i.e. within seven days), they are by definition not
counted in the unemployed population, even though
they have experienced the event of “losing a job”
during the period.

2.9 The underemployed population comprises
those employed persons who have involuntarily
worked less than 35 hours during the seven days
before enumeration and have sought additional work
during the thirty days before enumeration, or have
not sought but have been available for additional
work during the seven days before enumeration.
The underemployed population is a part of the
employed population.

2.10 This article aims to analyse the
characteristics of the unemployed population.
Analysis of the employed population, including
those who are underemployed, is not included.

2.11 A well-structured questionnaire is adopted in
the GHS to collect the required data for classifying
the economic activity status of the respondents
objectively and accurately.

2.12 Greater details on the data topics, concepts
and definitions are given in the “Quarterly Report
on General Household Survey”.
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3. Trend of changes in the

unemployment rate

31 In the late 80s, the unemployment rate was
very low. It then increased from a record low of
1.1% 1n 1989 to 3.2% in 1995, and then dropped to
22% in 1997.  After that, the rate increased
sharply to 4.3% 1n the second quarter of 1998 (Q2
1998) along with the setback i the economy. The
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate (i.e.
adjusted for seasonal variations in the proportion of
first-time job-seekers in the labour force) in the
same period was 4.4%. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

3.2 The unemployment rates for males and
females followed a broadly similar trend. While
there was no significant difference between the
unemployment rates for the two sexes during 1989
to 1993, the unemployment rate for males was
significantly higher than that for females in more
recent years. In Q2 1998, the unemployment rate
for males was 1.0 percentage point higher than that
for females. (Table 1 and Chart 1)

r— b rqi i L e e
Table1l Unemployment by sex
B g ‘it
Male Female Overall

$ARI A b =5 AE HhE
Period Number Rate® Number Rate” Number Rate

('000) (%) ('000) (%) ('000) (%)
1989 19.1 1.1 10.6 1.1 29.7 1.1
1990 23.3 1.3 13.3 1.3 36.6 1.3
1991 33.8 1.9 16.6 1.6 50.4 1.8
1992 35.3 2.0 19.4 1.9 54.7 2.0
1993 35.8 2.0 20.6 1.9 56.3 2.0
1994 37.7 2.1 18.6 1.7 56.2 1.9
1995 62.3 3.4 33.3 2.9 95.6 3.2
1996 58.0 3.1 28.1 2.3 86.1 2.8
1997 45.7 2.3 25.6 2.0 71.3 2.2
19984 F 4 FE 6 B 95.7 4.7 43.0 3.7 143.7 43

Apr - Jun 1998

SR H IBEX—NEENERIE KRR -

Note : # Unemployment rate in respect of the specified sex group.
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Chart 1 Unemployment rate (not seasonally adjusted) by sex
KHEE (BLL)
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33 HEF&ON TAEET AR FEHMARIRAE 3.3 Analysed by age, the unemployment rate for

R ERNHMFERERAER EBRARSH the 15-19 age group remained at a much higher level

it FIRAER. - (RZ) than that for other age groups throughout the period.
This situation is quite similar to that in many other
economies. (Table 2)
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r= HEFERAI TR ERT T
Table 2 Unemployment by age
FA
Thousand
1998
Fantan £TF
Age group 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Q2
15-19 5.5 7.4 9.2 6.8 7.6 7.3 10.7 10.6 8.2 13.7
(4.4%) (6.2%) (8.1%) (66%) (8.1%) (8.5%) (12.7%) (12.5%) (10.2%) (17 5%)
20 - 29 14.5 15.8 19.4 223 22.3 20.6 32.2 29.5 23.0 39.8
(1.6%) (1.8%) (23%) (.7%) (.7%) (2.5%) (4.0%) (3.6%) (2.8%) (4.8%)
30 -39 4.4 5.9 9.6 12.0 11.9 12.9 22.7 20.2 17.2 34.3
0.6%) (0.7%) (1.1%) (1.4%) (13%) (1.3%) (23%) (2.0%) (1.6%) (3.1%)
40 - 49 2.4 3.9 6.7 7.4 7.3 8.8 18.1 16.0 13.9 35.2
0.5%) (0.8%) (13%) (13%) (1.3%) (1.4%) (27%) (22%) (18%) (4.2%)
50-59 22 2.9 4.5 4.9 5.6 5.3 9.6 8.5 7.7 18.1
0.7%) (1.0%) (1.5%) (1.7%) (1.8%) (1.8%) (3.2%) (2.7%) 23%) (4.8%)
60 BALLE 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.3 23 1.4 1.2 2.7
60 and over (0.4%) (0.5%) (0.6%) (0.8%) (1.2%) (1.0%) (1.7%) (1.1%) (1.0%) (2.2%)
&t 29.7 36.6 50.4 54.7 56.3 56.2 95.6 86.1 71.3 143.7
Overall (1.1%) (1.3%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.0%) (1.9%) ((3.2%) (2.8%) (2.2%) (4.3%)
e HAFRVHFEAREAK QAT A BRAKFIUSEENXRE (ETEBENERMARIF - X¥AL
TEHHAOPFEEIELH)) -
Note Figures in bold type refer to number of unemployed persons (in thousand). Bracketed figures are the

corresponding unemployment rates (i.e. the proportion of unemployed persons in the labour force in
the corresponding age group).
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4. Basic profile of the unemployed

population in Q2 1998
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Sex

4.1 The number of unemployed persons in Q2
1998 was 143 700. Among them, 95 700 (66.6%)
were males and 48 000 (33.4%) were females. The
uneraployment rate for males (4.7%) was higher than
that for females (3.7%). (Table 1)

Age

42 Analysed by age, the number of unemployed
persons was largest in the 20-29 age group, with
39 800 persons. They constituted 27.7% of all
unemployed persons. In terms of unemployment
rate, persons in the 15-19 age group were hardest
hit, with a high unemployment rate of 17.5%. This
can be partly attributed to the greater proportion of
first-time job-seekers in this age group. (Table 2)
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FEducational attainment

43 In both Q2 1997 and Q2 1998, the majornty
of unemployed persons were those who had
secondary or matriculation education. As the
labour force comprised mainly (nearly 60%) those
who had attained this educational level, this does not
necessarily mean that those with secondary or
matriculation education have a higher propensity of
being unemployed. In fact, the unemployment rate
was highest for those who had primary education
(5.4%). (Table 3)

#£= —MWNEFEZFR—AN\FEE A EREEH TN REARK
Table 3  Unemployed persons by educational attainment, Q2 1997 and Q2 1998
1997 1998
B_=F 5=
Q2 Q2
HERE N ey N : iy
Educational attainment Number Rate” Number Rate”
('000) (%) ('000) %)

REZHB/SHER 1.1 1.7 3.2 49
No schooling/kindergarten
N 16.9 2.7 335 54
Primary
ch2/TRR 40.9 2.2 90.9 4.7
Secondary/matriculation
HIHEH
Tertiary

- FEE(u 3.6 1.2 88 2.9

non-degree
-2 5.5 1.5 7.4 1.7
degree

=H 68.0 21 143.7 43
Overall
HE O H BEERSEREEEMAREERE -
Note : # Unemployment rate in respect of the specified educational attainment group.
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5.  Unemployed persons in Q2 1998
with a previous job

5.1 Of the 143 700 unemployed persons in Q2
1998, 133 400 had a previous job (not including
first-time job-seekers and re-entrants into the labour
force for whom information on the previous job was
not available). Analyses of the previous indusky n
which they were engaged as well as their previous
occupations are given in this secton. (Table 4)

5.2 The number and propertion of unemployed
persons in respect of various industries reflect
unused capacity in the labour force for each
industry, while the unemployment rates in respect of
various industries reflect the degree of severity of
unemployment in each industry. However, two
points have to be noted regarding unemployment
rates by industry.. (i) in deriving both the numerator
and the denominator, unemployed persons are
classified according to their previous industcy which
may not necessarily be the one which he/she will
enter subsequently; and (ii) there is no information
on previous industry in respect of first-time job-
seekers and re-entrants into the labour force. Such
rates are therefore not strictly comparable to the
overall unemployment rate and should be interpreted
with caution.

5.3  Apart from being applicable to the analysis in
“industry”, the remarks in the last paragraph
(paragraph 5.2) are also applicable to “occupation”.

Previous industry

5.4 Analysed by the industry sector in which
these unemployed persons had previously been
engaged, the number of unemployed persons with a
previous job in the wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels sector increased
significantly from 22 700 in Q2 1997 to 49 800 in
Q2 1998. In contrast, only 10 900 (or 8.1% of all
unemployed persons with a previous job) were from
the financing, insurance, real estate and business
services sector in Q2 1998. (Table 4)

5.5 In Q2 1998, the unemployment rate for tlie
construction sector was the highest (7.6%), followed
by that for the manufacturing sector (5.0%) and the
wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels sector (4.9%). (Table 4)
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Table 4 Unemployed persons with a previous job® by previous industry, Q2 1997 and Q2

1998
1997
BTF
Q2

LABTHE BT 5 N e’ N g
Previous industry Number Rate” Number Rate”
_ ('000) %) ('000) (%)
ghE% 13.4 3.0 20.9 5.0
Manufacturing
B 8.8 2.8 27.2 7.6
Construction
R FE - EHOES SRERBEE 22.7 23 49.8 4.9
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,

restaurants and hotels
EH - BB REIAR 8.2 2.3 12.6 3.4
Transport, storage and communications
&Rl - fRER - HE R AR 4.6 1.2 10.9 2.6
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services
& ~ it G RBAREHE 5.2 0.8 115 1.6
Community, social and personal services
HAth 0.3 1.1 0.6 2.0
Others
A
Overall

TEEERXRBALTREFIMASBAONAFEAL 63.3 - 133.4 -

Not including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants

into the labour force
BREERBALTRERMASBAONLEAL 68.0 2.1 143.7 43

Including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants
into the labour force

HE 0 @ TEBEFMASHAONEEAL  ASIKEMAMMFILIATREBITROE -
# IETEE BRI BT RERNOA RGN  E—AANEEZF  DATHFHEROA LR KRS 5.0%) -

Notes : @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.

#  Unemployment rate in respect of the specified previous industry group (e.g. the unemployment rate for those who
had previously been in the manufacturing sector was 5.0% for Q2 1998).
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ERBRY - BHH 27 300 A ({SFFABEIIFHNE
HRFEANLDY 298%) - ToZER 22 500 A (&P
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5.6  Further analysed by sex, the largest group of
unemployed persons for both males and females was
from the wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels sector. There were 27 300
males (or 29.8% of all male unemployed persons with

DAmife FRE XK ZENT(ERARAIEESI (G
28.4%) - (XA)

a previous job) and 22 500 females (or 53.8% of all
female unemployed persons with a previous job). For
males, a sizable proportion (28.4%) of unemployed
persons was from the construction sector. (Table 3)

XL —HUIL S LR BT R R BB 098 TRk 3 AR ®
Table 5 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by previous industry and

sex, Q2 1998

5 T =5
Male Female Overall
LARTHE BRITT AZ datk AE Bt AE Btk
Previous industry Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000)
LB 139 152 7.1 169 209 15.7
Manufacturing
g% 260 284 1.1 2.7 272 204
Construction
HE B ELOES  RERBEX 273  29.8 22.5 538 498 374
Wholesale, retail and import/export
trades, restaurants and hotels
& - BERGERE 10.7 117 1.9 44 12.6 9.4
Transport, storage and communications
&R - R - HEKR AR 6.5 7.2 43 103 10.9 8.1

Financing, insurance, real estate and
business services

e - e AR 6.5 7.1 49 118 11.5 8.6

Community, social and personal services

Hity 0.6 0.6 0 0 0.6 0.4
Others
EET 91.6 1000 41.8 100.0 1334 100.0
Total

HE @ @ TaEEFNASHAONIEAL  ASREMRAMEFILIEIEETRORLR -
Note : @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.
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33.1% ° fOEA +BR R LA RS ERARRH - RICALAAT
R BROE MR FEALERALES (1526.4%) > K
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5.7 When analysed by age, the largest proportion
of unemployed persons for both the age groups
1529 and 3049 was from the wholesale, retail and
import/export trades, restaurants and hotels sector,
constituting 48.7% and 33.1% of all unemployed
persons with a previous job in the corresponding age
groups respectvely.  For the age group 50 and over,
the largest proportion was from the manufacturing
sector (26.4%), followed closely by the wholesale,
retail and import/export trades, restaurants and hotels
sector (26.0%) and the construction sector (25.3%).
(Table 6)

KN —NSNEB ZFIE R BTERER B S8 TIFRAEAEC
Table 6 Unemployed persons with a previous job® by previous industry and age, Q2
1998
A sl
Age group
15-29 30 - 49 > 50 &5t
Overall
LARTHEBaI1T 3 A® B2t A& Btk A% Bt UN ST
Previous industry Number % Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)

LB 3.8 83 119 17.5 5.3 26.4 20.9 15.7
Manufacturing
s 5.7 12.6 16.3 24.1 5.1 25.3 27.2 20.4
Construction
#% - FE - EHOES - 222 48.7 22.4 33.1 5.2 26.0 49.8 374

RERBIER
Wholesale, retail and import/export

trades, restaurants and hotels
Ei - BERGRERE 4.2 9.2 6.7 9.9 1.7 8.5 12.6 9.4
Transport, storage and communications
TR - RIS - HERBRARBEH 4.8 10.6 4.7 6.9 1.3 6.7 10.9 8.1
Financing, insurance, real estate

and business services
Tt& - it g R AR 4.8 10.4 5.5 8.1 1.2 6.1 11.5 8.6
Community, social and personal

services
Hith 0.1 0.2 0.3 04 0.2 0.9 0.6 04
Others
#Et 45.5  100.0 67.7 100.0 20.1  100.0 133.4 1000
Total
HE @ @ TEEEFMASHAONEEAL  BSRAMMUFILEIERITROEN -
Note : @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous industry is not available.
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Previous occupation

5.8  With regard to the previous occupation of the
unemployed persons mn Q2 1998, those who had
previously been service workers and shop sales
workers constituted the largest group, totalling 29 000
(or 21.8% of all unemployed persons with a previous
job).  On the other hand, the number of those who
had previously been professionals was smallest among
all major occupational groups, being only 1 300
(1.0%). (Table 7)

5.9 In Q2 1998, the unemployment rate for those
who had previously been craft and related workers
was highest (6.2%), followed by those who had
previously been service workers and shop sales
workers (6.0%). (Table 7)
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AH®
Table 7 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by previous occupation, Q2 1997
and Q2 1998
1997 1998
5-F BZF
Q2 Q2
AR BhoR s N i pE’ A% Ay
Previous occupation Number Rate” Number Rate”
('000) (%) (000) (%)

RERITBHRA B 1.5 0.7 4.7 1.8
Managers and administrators
HEAR 1.3 0.8 1.3 0.8
Professionals
HBIEXABR 6.4 1.2 13.2 2.6
Associate professionals
XE 10.8 1.8 219 3.6
Clerks
RELIERMISHEANE 133 3.0 29.0 6.0
Service workers and shop sales workers
TEREMAE 8.6 23 2438 6.2
Craft and related workers
B REFRIFERERE 6.7 23 12.5 43
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
IR TA 14.5 25 25.8 43
Elementary occupations
Hith 0.2 2.1 0.2 1.9
Others
At
Overall

TEEHTKBALTREFMALSBAONLFEAL 63.3 - 1334 -

Not including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants

into the labour force
BEEXKBALREHRMASBAOBLEAL 68.0 2.1 1437 43

Including first-time job-seekers and re-entrants
into the labour force

HE @ TEBEFIMABHAONEEAL - BERAMAMEFILIEIEBRENER -
# IEEX—NELAIESHREMARNERREN  E—ANNFBE_F - UEISEBRBBIFRABHALHEERE 2.6%) -

Notes : (@ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation 1s not available.
# Unemployment rate in respect of the specified previous occupation group (e.g. the unemployment rate for those who had
previously been associate professionals was 2.6% for Q2 1998)
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510 MBEUME SEBMIBEERERAEBNALS 5.10 For males, the largest proportion was craft

HnZ A SIERBHAEA LR 263% B and related workers, constituting 26.3% of all male

REFFMTA ({4 21.2%) - Mozt RIDLS{HR L unemployed persons with a previous job. This was

EMALBHRD (GE S TIFRCEAEA LR followed by workers in elementary occupations

33.7% - U EMBARTS TIER AIESHE A ENWALIR (21.2%). For females, the largest proportion came

{GERZERILES] (15 31.1%) - (R/\) from clerks, constituting 33.7% of all female
unemployed persons with a previous job. Service
workers and shop sales workers also constituted a
significant proportion (31.1%). {Table 8)

=N — IS D AT BRI EE Rt B 12 088 TAERI R A @
Table 8 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by previous occupation and sex,
Q2 1998
5 L8 &t
Male Female Overall
DARTEE SRaOmE A% Bt A& Btk A% Bt
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000)
RERITEHRAR 4.1 4.5 0.6 1.5 47 35
Managers and administrators
HEAR 1.1 1.2 0.2 04 1.3 1.0
Professionals
HBHEEASR 9.1 9.9 4.1 9.7 13.2 9.9
Associate professionals
X8 7.7 8.5 14.1 337 219 164
Clerks
B IFRAIEEEAR 16.0 175 13.0  31.1 290 21.8
Service workers and shop sales workers
TEREWMAE 241 263 0.7 1.7 248 186
Craft and related workers
BERBBIRMEERLERE 9.8 107 2.7 6.5 12.5 9.4
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
1353 TRIWN 195 212 64 153 258 194
Elementary occupations
Hth 02 0.2 0 0 0.2 0.1
Others
#ast 91.6 100.0 41.8 100.0 133.4 100.0
Total

HE @ TREESFMAHDAONLEAL REREMMAEFILETH FREORH -

Note : @  Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.
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511 E+AEZ T ABRFEBRIRILAZEALS LU
RIERRTS TER mIGSHE A B A {6 Fi il
RIS TERIAZE A TR AKLEH] £ 33.2% U LA
A{ER S B A LRSS = AMR ({526.4%) -
RIEE=+ BN+ A EE ARG DT IR IEE
TAMALAERALES] (16521.1%) » HRZEFH
TERARAR (1519.7%) FIRFE LIERE/GINE
AB (1517.1%) AL - TER TR R LA LR S
8519 > DIRTE (EREFEE T T A AT{E R ALLH
(1 34.6%) > HXBEEBIBEREWAEBN AL
(1526.3%) - (FAN)

5.11 For the 15-29 age group, the largest
proportion of unemployed persons came from
service workers and shop sales workers, constituting
33.2% of all unemployed persons with a previous job
in this age group. Clerks represented the second
largest group (26.4%). For the age group 30-49, the
largest proportion came from workers in elementary
occupatons (21.1%), followed by craft and related
workers (19.7%) and service workers and shop sales
workers (17.1%). For the age group 50 and over, the
largest proportion came from workers in elementary
occupatons (34.6%), followed by craft and related
workers (26.3%). (Table 9).

Fh — MRS LRI BB R AR R0 TR A AKC®
Table 9 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by previous occupation and age,
Q2 1998
FansaR!
Age group
15-29 30-49 =50 45t
Overali
ARGEE SEaOR A& Btk A8 BSL A& Bt A& B\t
Previous occupation Number % Number % Number % Number %
('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
REERITERAR 0.1 0.2 36 53 1.0 5.1 47 35
Managers and administrators
HH¥AB 0.4 1.0 0.7 1.0 0.2 0.9 1.3 1.0
Professionals
HEEEAR 53 11.7 6.7 9.9 1.2 5.8 13.2 9.9
Associate professionals
X&8 120 264 86 126 1.3 6.3 219 164
Clerks
R TERBIEHEAR 15.1 33.2 11.6 17.1 23 11.6 290 2138
Service workers and shop sales
workers
TEREMAR 62 136 133 197 53 263 248 186
Craft and related workers
HERBBRFEREERE 1.8 3.9 89 132 1.8 9.0 12.5 9.4
Plant and machine operators and
assemblers

JEEM T A 4.6 10.0 14.3 211 7.0 34.6 258 19.4
Elementary occupations
HAh 0 0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.1
Others
et 455 100.0 67.7 100.0 20.1 100.0 133.4 100.0
Total
HE . @ TEBEFMABDAONEEAL RERAEMREFLEIEBRRNEH -
Note : (@ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous occupation is not available.
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BB = Mode of leaving last job

512 HEEERE S AN AT KEBDHIKZEN L 2B 5.12 When analysed by the mode of leaving last

BGEER EAMB—ANAEFEE "FH936 400 A8 job, it was found that the majority of the

INE—ASNN\FELZZFER) 94 400 A > ZF+ 159.0% - unemployed persons were dismissed or laid off.

(F+) The number of such persons increased sharply by
159.0%, from 36 400 in Q2 1997 to 94 400 in Q2
1998, (Table 10)

£+  —AAEEBSFER-ANER CEEERA S8 TR AR
Table 10 Unemployed persons with a previous job@ by mode of leaving last job,

Q2 1997 and Q2 1998

1997 1998
5—F BTE
Q2 Q2
B A= A B4t N B4t
Mode of leaving last job Number (%) Number (%)
(1000) (000)
E AR R BB AL 36.4 57.6 94.4 70.8
Dismissed or laid off
FENRA
Leaving job on own accord
HIIERH 214 33.9 26.9 202
Dissatisfied with job
Hith 5.4 8.5 12.1 9.1
Others
KEEt 63.3 100.0 133.4 100.0
Total

HE @ TEEREFMASHAONELEAL - ABRBMAFIL AT S TIFNER -
Note : @ Not including re-entrants into the labour force for whom information on previous job is not available.
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6. —IEBZFERKEEAL

FH TR F B2

61 TE—HNANFEL_FH 143 700 LEFEANL
th > 137300 AfESEHRI= TR EREIKSTE -
AEBS (62.0%)BIKEEA L EAREXTIBESH
MMEBSH I T EHE - (F+—)

6. Job-seekers in Q2 1998

Main action taken to seek work

6.1 Of the 143 700 unemployed persons in Q2
1998, 137 300 had actively sought work during the
thirty days before enumeration. The majority
(62.0%) of these job-seeckers answered or placed
advertisement as their main action taken to seek work.
(Table 11)

Fxt— —MWNEEBEZFR—NNNERE _FHEIFPL TN TR S ERI AR A
Table 11 Job-seekers by main action taken to seek work, Q2 1997 and Q2 1998

1997 1998

5= B_F

Q2 Q2
SR ITENETESE A B4t A& Bt
Main action taken to seek work Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)

CIfE/TIBES 43.6 67.9 85.1 62.0
Answered/placed advertisement
RSV AR ZoR BB 15.0 23.4 39.5 28.8
Sought assistance from relatives/friends
Hith 5.6 8.7 12.7 9.3
Others
st 64.3 100.0 137.3 100.0
Total
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BHEMETATY

RILUFITTHE

6.2 FREKREBA LTS  EHEBERSENTER
BIDAT - #t5% - FE  EEOES  RERBEEEMNZ
EESRBATRHERENTE - HHZT R
5.0%HKEEA THILRE E2 R/ - fREg - HEREH
ARIEFE EEERAE—NNEFE FUE-ANNE
BIFREAER - (R+2)

Desired industry of employment

6.2 When analysed by the industry sector in
which these job-seekers intended to work, the
wholesale, retail and import/export trades, restaurants
and hotels sector and the construction sector were the
two most popular sectors which the job-seekers desired
to work in. In contrast, only 5.0% of these job-
seekers desired to work in the financing, insurance,
real estate and business services sector. These
phenomena were broadly similar in Q2 1997 and Q2
1998. (Table 12)

£+ AN EEBEZFRANNEE _FHEEZESBNTER AR AS
Table 12 Job-seekers by desired industry of employment, Q2 1997 and Q2 1998
1997 1998
B5F B_=F
Q2 Q2
HERBATH A& Btk A& B4t
Desired industry of employment Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)
BhE% 6.6 10.2 11.6 8.4
Manufacturing
B 7.1 11.0 23.7 17.3
Construction
# - FTE  EHOES - RERBEERE 16.1 25.0 39.1 28.5
Wholesale, retail and import/export #rades, restaurants and
hotels
E - BEREIA 4.8 7.4 10.6 7.7
Transport, storage and communications
kb - REg - WERBARER 32 4.9 6.8 5.0
Financing, insurance, real estate and business services
& - it R EARR 36 5.7 11.5 8.4
Community, social and personal services
HA T3/ H A 22.9 35.7 34.1 24.8
No preference/Others
e 64.3 100.0 137.3 100.0
Total

—hWANEFR
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HLIEBHIBEFE Desired occupation of employment

63 FE—NNNFLBZF > #354%89KEEALH 6.3 In Q2 1998, about 35.4% of these job-seekers

SEBNE - RBTERELEAR -HEZT » desired to work as clerks, service workers and shop

L ERRE R TBERA B - RBFE A B KEE AL sales workers. In contrast, the proportions of those

F&EERIRIERA » B 2.5%F01.7% » (FR+=) desiring to work as managers and administrators, and
professionals were the smallest, being 2.5% and 1.7%
respectively. (Table 13)

x+= —MWNEFBZFR—INAN\FEE ZFLNLEBIVBER 19K 2
Table 13  Job-seekers by desired occupation of employment, Q2 1997 and Q2 1998
1997 1998
== [
Q2 Q2
MR BRI A& B4t N B4tk
Desired occupation of employment Number (%) Number (%)
('000) ('000)

RERITERAE 0.9 1.5 34 2.5
Managers and administrators
HEAB 1.6 25 23 1.7
Professionals
HBHEXAR 4.9 7.6 12.8 93
Associate professionals
N8 10.6 16.4 24.1 17.6
Clerks
R TIERABISHEAR 8.4 13.0 24.5 178
Service workers and shop sales workers
TZERERAS 6.1 9.4 21.5 15.6
Craft and related workers

SRHEBBFERERS 4.8 7.4 9.9 7.2
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FEEMITA 9.6 14.9 20.0 14.6
Elementary occupations
{F{ar Rk e/ E fth 17.4 27.1 19.0 13.8
No preference/Others
st 643 100.0 1373 100.0

Total
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