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Foreword 

This report presents births, deaths and 
marriages statistics of the Hong Kong 
population during the period 1981 to 1996, 
together with a comprehensive and in-depth 
analysis on the fertility, mortality and nuptiality 
trends. 

Not only does the report provide a 
clear picture on the changing structure of the 
Hong Kong population, it also studies the 
changes in demographic characteristics. Such 
information is crucial for future planning in such 
programme areas as housing, education, and 
medical and health. 

While the births, deaths and marriages 
statIstIcs mainly ongmate from various 
registration systems, the Population Censuses/ 
By-censuses also provide supplementary data. 
Readers who wish to study the profile of the 
Hong Kong population can refer to the 
publications of the 1996 Population By-census. 
A list of the publications is given at the last page 
of this report. 

Frederick W. H. HO 
Commissioner for Census and Statistics 

December 1997 
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Introduction 

BACKGROUND 

An analysis of the components of 
population change, i.e. births, deaths and 
migration, is crucial for our understanding of 
changes on Hong Kong's population size and its 
age-sex composition. This also provides the 
basic information required for making 
assumptions in the population projections and for 
formulating policies. 

Information on the components of 
population change in Hong Kong is obtained 
primarily from various registration systems 
including birth registration, death registration and 
marriage registration. Apart from these 
systems, Population CensuseslBy-censuses also 
provide detailed socio-economic characteristics 
of the Hong Kong population. The most recent 
population by-census was conducted in March 
1996. 

On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a 
Special Administrative Region of the People's 
Republic of China. In respect of statistics in this 
report, "Hong Kong " stands for the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region while "China" 
stands for the mainland of China with effect from 
July 1997. 

REPORT STRUCTURE 

This report consists of five chapters. 
Chapter 2 to Chapter 5 present results of analysis 
on particular demographic areas. 

The size and age-sex structure of the 
Hong Kong population are presented in Chapter 
2 on "Population Size and Structure". Changes 
in the marital situation of the population are also 
described in this chapter. 
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Fertility level of the Hong Kong 
population shows a continuous decline in the past 
years. An in-depth study of the fertility 
indicators in Chapter 3 attempts to find out the 
reasons behind. 

Chapter 4 presents the mortality trends 
of Hong Kong. The mortality analysis in terms 
of age-sex-specific mortality rates, causes of 
death and life expectancy are given in details. 

The study of marriage behaviour is 
presented in Chapter 5. Time series on marriage 
and divorce data give revealing observations on 
marriage and divorce patterns and trends. 

SYMBOLS 

N.A. not available 
not applicable 

* less than 0.5 

ROUNDING OF FIGURES 

There may be a slight discrepancy between the 
sum of individual items and the total as shown in 
the tables owing to rounding. 



2. Population Size and Structure 

AO.§ POPULATION SIZE 
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During the period 1981 to 1996, the 
population of Hong Kong increased from 5. 18 
million to 6.31 million. The increase of 1.13 
million constituted an average growth rate of 
1.3% per annum. The population experienced a 
rapid year-on-year growth from 1993 to 1996, at 
2% and over, as compared with the slow growth 
ofless than 1 % during 1988-1992. (Table 2.1) 

~ 2.1 
Table 2.1 

~cj:r 
Mid-year 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

. 1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

-nA-~~-nnA~~AO.§&~~$~~M~ 
Population size and components of change, 1981 - 1996 

*fl~:g~71- EI3 ~ cj:r ~ ~ cj:r I¥J"~ 
Component of change from 

mid-year to mid-year 

AD~~ 
AD tB~AI9: JELAI9: §~ijl~ ~~Si 

Population Births Deaths Natural Net balance 
mcrease of migration 

Cti§ tl'f-rr.) 
(Number in thousands) 

5 183400 
87.8 25 .3 62.5 18.6 

5264500 
85 .2 26.6 58 .6 22.0 

5 345 100 
80.8 25 .8 55.0 -2.2 

5397900 
77.6 25 .1 52.5 5.8 

5456200 
75 .0 25 .5 49.5 18.9 

5524600 
7l.3 25 .8 45 .5 10.4 

5580500 
70.3 27.8 42.5 4.6 

5627600 
76.3 28.0 48.3 10.3 

5686200 
70.8 28.8 42.0 -23 .7 

5704500 
69.5 28.4 4l.1 6.4 

5752000 
7l.7 30.7 4l.0 7.5 

5800500 
72.8 30.2 42.6 57.9 

5 901 000 
7l.5 30.0 41.5 92.9 

6035400 
71.7 30.8 40.9 79.8 

6 156 100 
66.9 3l.3 35 .6 119.3 

6311 000 

3 

~~ijl~$CEf 71-tb) 
Year-on-year 

growth rate (%) 

~-§f15 1Qf15 
AD~~ AD~~ 
Without With 

migration migration 

l.2 2.4 

l.2 l.6 

l.1 l.5 

l.0 l.0 

l.0 l.1 

0.9 l.3 

0.8 l.0 

0.8 0.8 

0.9 l.0 

0.7 0.3 

0.7 0.8 

0.7 0.8 

0.7 l.7 

0.7 2.3 

0.7 2.0 

0.6 2.5 
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Changes in the population size are the 
result of natural increase and net balance of 
migration. The former is related to trends of 
fertility and mortality which will be analyzed in 
detail in Chapters 3 and 4. There is no direct and 
complete measure of immigration and emigration. 
Only the net balance of population movements out 
of and into Hong Kong is available and this is 
referred to as net balance of migration. 

Natural increase (i.e. births less deaths) 
decreased from 62 500 in mid-1981 to mid-1982 to 
around 35 600 in mid-1995 to mid- 1996. The 
relative contribution of natural increase to 
population growth decreased substantially in recent 
years. The net balance of migration was 18 600 
in mid-1981 to mid-1982 and 119 300 in mid-
1995 to mid-1996. The significance of net 
balance of migration is further illustrated by the 
difference between the annual rates of increase 
with migration and without migration. The gap 
between these two rates widened starting from 
1993, indicating that there was a significant 
contribution from net balance of migration to the 
population growth. (Table 2.1) 

AGE STRUCTURE 

The age structure of a population 
depends, to a large extent, on past trends in fertility 
and migration; the impact of mortality is generally 
of less importance. In a growing population with 
high rates of fertility, the number of people in any 
age group will normally be smaller than that in the 
preceding younger age group and hence the 
population's age structure takes on the shape of a 
pyramid. However, this regular pattern can be 
distorted by fluctuations in the components of 
population change, particularly selective age and 
sex migration. 
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The population pyramids in 1981, 1986, 
1991 and 1996 bring out the changes in the age 
structure. The populations show a continuing 
dejuvenation and aging trend in the past 15 years. 
The number and proportion of the population aged 
under 15 have fallen markedly, reflecting the 
sustained reduction in fertility rates. This is also 
observed from the shrinking base of the pyramids. 
Similar phenomenon appears in the age group 15-
24. On the contrary, the proportion of the 
middle-aged persons (i.e. aged 25-54) shows a 
relatively greater increase from 38% in 1981 to 
49% in 1996, which is a result of the baby boom in 
the 1950-60' s and an influx of young immigrants 
during the 1970-80's. For those aged 65 and 
over, there was a slight increase. (Table 2.2, 
Chart 2.1) 

~ 2.2 
Table 2.2 

~nA~· ~~~nnA~~~.~J~~~AD8~~ 
Percentage distribution of the population by age group, 1981 - 1996 

.ififl*l3.53U 
Age grouQ .ififl cp llif& (~) .if8M!!!tfUt?$ ( I) 

Median Age dependency 
.if age (year) ratio (1) 

Year 0-14 15-24 25-54 55-64 65+ 

1981 24.6 22.7 38 .1 7.9 6.7 26.3 455 

1982 24.4 21.8 39.0 8.0 6.8 26.7 452 

1983 24.1 20.9 39.8 8.2 7.0 27.2 450 

1984 23 .8 20.2 40.6 8.2 7.2 27.7 449 

1985 23.4 19.2 41.5 8.4 7.5 28.2 446 

1986 23 .0 18.5 42.3 8.5 7.7 28 .8 443 

1987 22 .6 17.7 43 .1 8.6 8.0 29.4 438 

1988 22.2 16.9 44.2 8.7 8.0 30.0 433 

1989 21.8 16.3 44.9 8.8 8.2 30.4 430 

1990 21.5 15 .7 45 .6 8.7 8.5 31.0 427 

1991 20.8 15.2 46.6 8.8 8.6 31.6 420 

1992 20.6 14.6 47.0 8.8 9.0 32.2 419 

1993 20.1 14.4 47.7 8.6 9.2 32.7 416 

1994 19.7 14.3 47.9 8.5 9.6 33 .2 413 

1995 19.4 14.1 48.4 8.3 9.8 33.6 412 

1996 18.9 14.0 48 .9 8.1 10.l 34.2 407 

tt~ : (1) f&=F/f'1!!.m~mfia~ • Note : (1) Figures exclude Vietnamese migrants. 
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Chart 2.1 (Cont'd) Population pyramids, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 
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While there has been a significant 
reduction in the school age population, the 
numbers of persons of working age and of 
retirement age have risen substantially. The 
overall effect of these two changes is that the 
median age of the population has increased 
from 26 in 1981 to 34 in 1996. The age 
dependency ratio, which is the number of 
persons aged under 15 and those aged 65 and 
over per 1 000 persons aged between 15 and 
64, dropped from 455 in 1981 to 407 in 1996. 
(Table 2.2) 

SEX STRUCTURE 

The change of sex composition of a 
population is determined by the sex ratios of 
live births, deaths and migrants. 

Sex ratio of live births 

The birth statIstIcs of Hong Kong 
indicate a consistently moderate excess of baby 
boys over baby girls. For the period 1981-
1996, the average annual sex ratio of births was 
1 068 . The sex ratio at birth has remained 
rather stable throughout the period. (Table 
2.3) 

Sex ratio of deaths 

Males experience higher mortality 
rates, with the result that they are outnumbered 
by females at higher ages. Death statistics of 
Hong Kong reveal a consistently large excess of 
male deaths over female deaths. The average 
annual sex ratio of deaths during 1981 - 1996 
was 1 278 . There has been an upward trend; 
the ratio was 1 242 in 1981 , 1 255 in 1986, 
1 272 in 1991 and 1 305 in 1996. (Table 2.3) 
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Sex ratio of one-way permit holders from the 
mainland of China 

Among the one-way permit holders from the 
mainland of China, there has been a large excess 
of females over males. The sex ratio of these 
one-way permit holders showed a significant 
change as more women came to Hong Kong to 
join their husbands. The ratio was 492 in 
1996, as compared with 924 in 1981 . (Table 
2 .3) 

1R. 2.3 ~1t!\ ~~~--1t1t1\~~mBf~5G ' 9EL&tpmr-J~~.~ruE*tmA±~1tEtllt 

* Table 2.3 Sex ratios of live births, deaths and one-way permit holders from the mainland 

~ 
Year 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

of China, 1981 - 1996 

$.i£~)l 
Live births 

1 059 

1 062 

1 059 

1069 

1 067 

1 064 

1 059 

1 074 

1 059 

1077 

1064 

1072 

1075 

1085 

1075 

1 067 
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1Et: 
Deaths 

1242 

1270 

1279 

1279 

1 251 

1255 

1259 

1248 

1 304 

1273 

1272 

1 290 

1282 

1 329 

1 310 

1 305 

il'3!llifif ¥fjIDB!~~A± 
One-way permit holders from the 

mainland of China 

924 

843 

786 

739 

734 

672 

638 

635 

631 

627 

614 

641 

667 

586 

541 

492 

Note : (1) The number of males per 1 000 females. 
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The overall effect of the above three 
factors was the decrease in sex ratios in the Hong 
Kong population. The ratio dropped from 
1 087 in 1981 to 1 002 in 1996. In particular, 
there had been more females than males in the 
age group 25-34 since 1991. This arises as a 
result of the large inflow of female one-way 
permit holders from the mainland of China joining 
their husbands in Hong Kong and the importation 
of a large number of female foreign domestic 
helpers. (Table 2.4) 

1i 2.4 
Table 2.4 

-hA-~, -ftAA~' -hft-~&-ftftA~~~~~Jm~~ttm~* 
Sex ratios by age group, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

tl:5JUtt.$(l) 
Sex ratio(l) 

1f.&MEl.5JU 
1981(2) Age group 1986 1991 1996 

19M)'HjH~~fffJII 
Include foreign domestic helpers 

0-14 1 067 1 084 1082 1072 
15-24 1 088 1 063 1042 1027 
25-34 1 177 1 072 999 888 
35-44 1 303 1 175 1096 1008 
45-54 1 162 1 182 1225 1 155 
55-64 1 036 1049 1 101 1 132 
65-74 811 875 907 932 
75+ 434 480 599 649 

i1H 1 087 1062 1044 1002 
Overall 

::f1gt159i-~~fffJII 
Exclude foreign domestic helpers 

0-14 N .A. 1 084 1082 1072 
15-24 N .A. 1 072 1069 1084 
25-34 N .A. 1 101 1064 1004 
35-44 N .A. 1200 1 141 1077 
45-54 N .A. 1 189 1245 1 178 
55-64 N .A. 1049 1 101 1 135 
65-74 N .A. 875 907 932 
75+ N.A. 480 599 649 

i1H N .A. 1 072 1 071 1 049 
Overall 

tiff (l) l£~1f~m73Ucp , ~tEJ{( El W~T;gft::'1i Notes : (1) The number of males per 1 000 females 
*EI~i¥Jtt$ . in the respective age group. 

(2) -jLJ\=1fiW*fFf-E1.fI5ji.~~~$Ii¥J (2) Before 1982, figures excluding foreign 
J{(~ . domestic helpers were not available. 
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MARITAL STRUCTURE 

Statistics on the marital status of the 
population can be obtained from the Population 
CensuslBy-census. The proportions of these 
persons who were now married increased for 
both males and females during 1981-1996. 
While 54% and 56% of males and females aged 
15 and over were married in 1981 ; the 
corresponding proportions in 1996 were 62% 
and 59% respectively. The number of men 
who were married was slightly greater than that 
for women. This may arise as a result of 
married male expatriates working alone in Hong 
Kong and Hong Kong residents having wives 
living in the mainland of China or elsewhere. 
(Table 2.5) 

~ 2.5 -tL!\-~ .. -tL!\A~ .. - tLtL -~&-tLtLA~t1i1t}jlJBdH§~iSl'Ht~+1i 
a&J..;J.J:AD1(l13 

Table 2.5 Population aged 15 and over by sex and marital status, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 
1996 

1981 1986 1991 1996 
~~{tB5Ht(l) 

tt53U&~w.lJi7\t5l Standardized 
percentage(l) 

Sex and 15tEl B 15tEl B 15tEl B 15t El B 
marital status Number 5ttt Number 5ttt Number 5ttt Number 5ttt 1981 1986 1991 1996 

% % % % 

~tl: 
Male 

t'E**6~ 848037 43 .2 843697 39.7 807443 36.5 858341 34.2 3l.0 31.3 32.8 34.2 
Never married 
B~ 1 059856 54.0 1 207549 56.9 1 333049 60.2 1 557211 62.0 65 .4 64.6 63 .6 62.0 
Now married 
~ 41 492 2.1 50491 2.4 48584 2.2 55 338 2.2 2.9 3.0 2.5 2.2 
Widowed 
1U~/5t1iS 12418 0.6 21089 l.0 23871 l.l 40964 l.6 0.8 l.l l.2 l.6 
Divorced/separated 

*,~IT 1 96 1 803 100.0 2 122 826 100.0 2212947 100.0 25 11 854 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Total 

:P:tl: 
Female 

t'E**6~ 582430 32.6 616955 30.4 626554 29.0 737 926 28.9 2l.4 23.5 26.2 28.9 
Never married 
B~ 1 00 1 503 56.0 1 162301 57.4 1290860 59.8 1 515574 59.3 65.8 63.2 62.1 59.3 
Now married 
~ 191 474 10.7 225 380 1l.l 210 390 9.8 244866 9.6 . 12.1 12.1 10.2 9.6 
Widowed 
1U~/5t1iS 11 843 0.7 21588 l.l 29614 l.4 56298 2.2 0.8 l.2 l.5 2.2 
Divorced/separated 

*,~gt 1 787 250 100.0 2 026 224 
Total 

100.0 2 157418 100.0 2 554 664 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

tt" : (l) ~.~~fttt.~-ftft~~~~~AD~~ft~m Note : (1) Standardized percentage is computed using 
l£{'F~~.lffin~~ . the 1996 age distribution of the male and 

female popUlation as standard. 
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During 1981 to 1996, the proportion 
of never married for males dropped by 9.0 
percentage points while that for females 
decreased by 3.7 percentage points. This 
proportion was very much affected by the age 
structure of the population. Hence, 
standardized proportions have to be computed 
to eliminate the effects arising from different 
age-sex structures of the population in different 
years under comparison. The standardized 
proportion of never married showed an 
increasing trend from 1981 to 1996, which 
reflected the tendency towards marriage 
postponement for both males and females . 
(Table 2.5, Chart 2.2) 

The ratio of the number of widows to 
the number of widowers was 4.6 in 1981 , 4.5 in 
1986, 4.3 in 1991 and 4.4 in 1996. These 
relatively high ratios were attributed to three 
main factors. Firstly, the higher male mortality 
rates over that of the females, particularly at the 
elder ages, led to the number of widows being 
gr~ater than that of widowers. Secondly, 
Hong Kong men tended to . marry wives who 
were younger than themselves, thereby 
hastening the state of widowhood. Thirdly, 
marriage statistics (to be discussed in Chapter 5 
in details) also revealed that in the past few 
years widowers were more likely than widows 
to get married. (Table 2.5) 

The proportion of divorced/separated 
persons (and not remarried) was about 2.2% in 
1996. However, the percentage of divorced 
females was slightly higher than that of the 
males, illustrating the greater tendency of 
divorced males towards remarriage when 
compared with the divorced females . (Table 
2. 5, Chart 2.2) 
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~m~~~m~¥~.§~-ftA-~ 
¥-ftfth~OO~kT~ o m~¥~~.§~­
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Fertility 

FERTILITY TREND 

The annual number of live births in 
Hong Kong dropped steadily from 1981 to 
1996. There were 86 800 live births in 1981 , 

71 600 in 1986, 68 300 in 1991 and 63 300 in 
1996. The crude birth rate, which relates the 
number of live births in a calendar year to the 
mid-year population, declined from 17 live 
births per 1 000 population in 1981 to lOin 
1996 . (Table 3 .1) 

:a. 3.1 
Table 3.1 

~ftA~~~~ftftA~~m~~~ft§ ,mlli~*&~~n* 
Number of live births, crude birth rate and general fertility rate, 1981 - 1996 

if. 
Year 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

m~~5lJ!(EI 
Number of 
live births 

86800 
86 100 
83300 
77 300 
76 100 
71 600 
70000 
75400 
69600 
67700 
68 300 
70900 
70500 
71600 
68 600 
63300 

tt~ : ( 1) ;Lf;:~fH51*m&~UI±H~~1:.W$ · ~~mfJt~ 
~~~tt~~~ •• I~ADm~m~ 
iN . [:§J1tW~ftlHU¥JJPJT~ . ~~~tt~~ 
~ •• I~1:.W$tc~1lJng~~~ 0 
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*J3.ili1:$ 
(~@JTil 
ADH~) 

Crude birth rate 
(per 1 000 population) 

16.8 
16.4 
15 .6 
14.4 
14.0 
13 .0 
12.6 
13.4 
12 .3 
12.0 
12.0 
12 .3 
12 .0 
11.9 
11.2 
10.1 

-~1:W$(I) 
(~@JTil 
15-49 w}'1;I:. 

'I1H~) 
General fertility rate(l) 

(per 1 000 women 
aged 15-49) 

65 .2 
63.8 
60.7 
55.6 
53 .9 
49.8 
47 .9 
51.1 
46.8 
45.4 
45 .1 
46.3 
44.7 
44.1 
41.1 
36.8 

Note : (1) All fertility rates used and presented here 
are compiled using a population 
denominator which has excluded female 
foreign domestic helpers (FDR' s). They 
may therefore differ from fertility rates 
contained in other publications that include 
the female FDR's. 
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1f9=1 15-49 ~:9:ttAD~tt$ , ~tt$1:tt-11/\ 
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Though the crude birth rate is a 
simple and common measure on fertility, it is 
susceptible to changes in the population in 
respect of age, sex and other characteristics. 
In particular, the population at risk on fertility is 
basically confined to women of childbearing age 
(i .e. aged 15-49). In 1981-1996, the 
proportion of women of childbearing age 
increased by over 3.0%, despite the observed 
fertility decline. However, it is noted that the 
female population contained a large number of 
female foreign domestic helpers working _ in 
Hong Kong who had little exposure to the risk 
of childbearing. To better reflect the fertility 
situation in Hong Kong, female foreign 
domestic helpers are excluded from the 
population denominator in computing the 
fertility rates. (Table 3.1) 

Relating the annual number of live 
births to the mid-year population of women 
aged 15-49, the general fertility rate dropped 
from 65 live births per 1 000 women aged 15-
49 in 1981 to 37 in 1996. Yet this measure 
does not make allowance for differences in the 
age or marital composition of women of 
childbearing age; hence other indicators are 
used to assess the fertility changes in greater 
details. (Table 3.1) 

AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES 

The age-specific fertility rate relates 
the number of live births occurring to women in 
a given age group during a calendar year to the 
total female population in that age group at the 
middle of that year. 

In line with the observations on the 
crude birth rate and general fertility rate, the 
age-specific fertility rates declined across all age 
groups during 1981-1996. The most 
significant drop was at the eldest age group. 
For women aged 45-49, their fertility in 1996 
was less than one-third of that in 1981 . This is 
mainly due to the preference towards a small 
family, thus leading to the continuous 
curtailment of high-order births. (Table 3.2) 



~ 3.2 -itA -~3!-ititA~~~~ElJ~W*(l) 
Table 3.2 Age-specific fertility rates(1), 1981-1996 

lfiMEl53U 

if 
Age group 

Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 

(mT-i'J:tz:'lil¥Jmji~~~ El) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1981 11.7 85 .9 153.0 97.3 34.4 6.8 0.7 
1982 10.0 80.3 149.4 94.4 34.7 6.2 0.6 
1983 9.8 75 .7 140.0 86.7 30.5 5.0 0.6 
1984 8.4 63 .8 126.9 82 .3 28 .6 5.0 0.3 
1985 8.3 58.4 121.7 80.9 27.7 4.7 0.4 
1986 7.0 48.6 111.9 78 .5 26.9 4.0 0.3 
1987 6.2 42.7 106.1 79.9 26.8 4.3 0.2 
1988 6.4 43 .0 111.8 88.6 29.2 4.9 0.3 
1989 6.1 40.4 100.1 82.3 29.0 4.9 0.3 
1990 5.9 39.9 99.2 80.0 28 .3 4.4 0.3 
1991 6.5 39.1 97.4 81.2 30.4 4.5 0.3 
1992 6.6 45.4 99.9 84.9 31.0 4.6 0.3 
1993 6.9 49.2 94.8 84.0 31.1 4.7 0.3 
1994 6.6 48 .7 94.7 86.7 31.8 4.5 0.2 
1995 5.9 42.6 90.4 84.7 31.9 4.8 0.2 
1996 5.9 37.1 82.1 77.1 30.7 4.8 0.2 

tt.$m~(2) 
Index of rate(2) 

1981 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1982 85 93 98 97 101 92 94 
1983 83 88 91 89 89 74 82 
1984 72 74 83 85 83 73 39 
1985 71 68 80 83 81 69 59 
1986 59 57 73 81 78 59 47 
1987 53 50 69 82 78 63 33 
1988 55 50 73 91 85 72 40 
1989 52 47 65 85 84 72 40 
1990 50 46 65 82 82 65 42 
1991 56 46 64 83 89 67 38 
1992 56 53 65 87 90 68 39 
1993 59 57 62 86 91 69 44 
1994 57 57 62 89 93 66 33 
1995 51 50 59 87 93 71 37 
1996 50 43 54 79 89 71 31 

tt~: ( l) *¥fH5~m&JUllil¥J~1f$ , t!:J~mr5!fl'§, Notes : (1) All fertility rates used and presented here 
~~tl~~~~.II¥JADm~re~~,~ are compiled using a population 
~w~~~~~m~,'§,~~tl~~~~. denominator which has excluded female 
II¥J~1f$Jt!J3t ' OJ1JglH!i~:~ • foreign domestic helpers (FDA's). They 

may therefore differ from fertility rates 
contained in other publications that 
include the female FDH's. 

(2) tc$mlf(~J;)*iit{j'[I¥JIf(=¥~t. ' MlJ;)-n (2) Index of rate is computed on unrounded 
J\ -~I¥J~1f$m~~ (100) • figures with the rate for 1981 taken as the 

base (lOO). 
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For those women in the young age 
groups of 15-19 and 20-24, the fertility rates 
decreased by 50% and 57% respectively in the 
past 15 years. Such a decline is conceivable as 
women now have better education and their 
labour participation is high; thus leading to the 
practice of late marriage. According to the 
marriage statistics (to be discussed in detail in 
Chapter 5), the median age of spinsters 
increased from 24 years in 1981 to 27 years in 
1996. While the delay in marriage had a direct 
impact on the fertility in the young ages, the 
decline was further suppressed by the 
postponement of low-order live births. The 
median interval between marriage and first live 
birth increased from 15 months in 1981 to 27 
months in 1996, i.e. an increase of 12 months 
during the past 15 years. (Tables 3.2 & 5.4, 
Appendix AI) 

As a result of delay in marriage and 
postponement of low-order live births, the key 
fertility rates shifted from 20-34 in 1981 to 25-
39 in 1996. Some 84% of the live births in 
1996 were contributed by women aged 25-39. 
A graphical presentation on the age-specific 
fertility rates in 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 
illustrates this trend. The line graphs 
approximate to a normal curve with a slight 
skewness to the right. (Chart 3.1) 
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Chart 3.1 Age-specific fertility rates (number of live births per 1 000 women), 

1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 
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AGE-SPECIFIC MARITAL 
FERTILITY RATES 

Since most births are associated with 
marriage, marital fertility rates permit the 
discounting of the effect of changes on the 
tendency to marry from the effect of changes on 
the level of marital fertility upon overall fertility. 
By making use of the information on the 
number of persons by marital status collected at 
the population censuslby-census, the age­
specific martial fertility rates for 1981, 1986, 
1991 and 1996 can be computed. 



B~tz::tE~1f~lJU~W$~t!§a1fmJff 
~}l'H3 ~§f:t~1f 15-49 ~1W*~*6~tz::t1AD~ 
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~~1f~mlJrn.~B~~$&.~~~~m 
£~}l 0 (~ 3 . 3 ) 

Age-specific marital fertility rate 
relates the annual number of live births to the 
population of ever-married women aged 15-49 
in the given year. The rates decreased with 
increasing ages and the highest rate was at ages 
15-19. This is associated with the low level of 
married couples and the high rate of 
premaritally conceived live births. (Table 3.3) 

f& 3.3 ~hA~~~~hhA~~e~tt~.m~w* 
Table 3.3 Age-specific marital fertility rates, 1981 - 1996 

1f:~*fl1:lU 
Age group 

1f: 
Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 

(BlT;g 1W*~Mf~::tz::tt!¥J$~~)t~ El ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 ever-married women) 

1981 345 299 220 

1986 336 229 179 

1991 405 228 178 

1996 348 252 171 

1981 100 100 100 

1986 97 76 82 

1991 118 76 81 

1996 101 84 78 

tt~: (1) tt~m~~~)*~llia<J~~gf~ , ~~)-fL 
J\-4=a<J1:.1f~m~* (lOO) 0 

~W$~B~1fM"~o~m~wm~ 
~.~1f~'~Mf~~~W~Mm~~.~k 
7t°:(£-nJ\-1f~mJff~}l$ , 79%~:(£~1& 

~li1fili~ ' ~m~$:(£-nnA1fBT.~ 
69% 0 ~Mf~~~::xmJff~r~JEe${lL~~~-n 
J\ -1f~ 15 MJ3ffiJJo~-nnA1f~ 27 @1J3 0 

(~;f~ Al :& A2 ) 

109 36 7 

92 29 4 * 

101 34 5 * 

105 36 5 * 

tt.$m~(J) 
Index of rate(l) 
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• 100 100 100 100 

84 81 60 47 

93 94 70 39 

96 100 76 32 

Notes : (1) Index of rate is computed on unrounded 
figures with the rate for 1981 taken as the 
base (100) . 

Fertility varies with length of time 
after marriage. In connection with the 
delaying of births to higher ages, there was a 
significant increase in the time interval between 
birth and marriage. While 79% of the live 
births in 1981 occurred within the first five 
years of marriage, the corresponding 
percentage in 1996 dropped to 69%. The 
median interval from marriage to the first live 
birth also rose from 15 months in 1981 to 27 
months in 1996. (Appendices Al & A2) 
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Although the highest fertility rates still 
appeared in the first and second years of 
marriage, substantial decreases were observed 
in these fertility rates during the past 15 years. 
The 43 386 marriages registered in 1981 gave 
16 320 live births within the same year; 
indicating a fertility rate of 376 live births per 
1 000 registered marriages. The 
corresponding rate for those married in 1996 
dropped by more than one-half to 168. 
However, the fertility rates experienced only 
moderate decline with increased length of 
mamage. (Chart 3.2, Appendices A3 & A4). 

1il3.2 ~hA~~~~hAA~~~hh~~&~hhA~~e.~m~~~w* 

(4iT*ft1Mt~~m~~~I'l§) 
Chart 3.2 Fertility rates (number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered in Hong 

Kong) by duration of marriage, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 
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ORDER-SPECIFIC FERTILITY 
RATES 

Order of live birth refers to the 
number of children born alive to the mother, 
including the present child. The fertility 
decline in the past 15 years indicated that 
couples continued to favour small family. 
Apart from the shortening of women's 
reproduction span owing to marriage 
postponement, they were having fewer high­
order live births. The third and higher order 
live births contributed only 13% of the total live 
births in 1996 as compared with 23 % in 1981 . 
(Table 3.4) 

~ 3.4 ~hA~~£~hhA~~m~*.m~~m~~~B~~~~ 
Table 3.4 Percentage distribution of live births by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

~IZ.Y~& 
iF ~-~m~ ~=~m~ ~~~m~ ~).k.i¥Jm~ ?JT1fm~::x1{( 
Year First order Second order Third order Fourth and higher All order 

live birth live birth live birth order live birth live births 

1981 44 33 15 8 100 
1982 43 35 15 8 100 
1983 44 35 14 7 100 
1984 43 36 14 6 100 
1985 45 35 14 6 100 
1986 45 36 14 5 100 
1987 44 38 13 5 100 
1988 46 37 13 5 100 
1989 46 37 13 5 100 
1990 46 37 l2 4 100 
1991 46 38 12 4 100 
1992 47 37 12 4 100 
1993 48 37 11 4 100 
1994 49 38 10 3 100 
1995 49 39 10 3 100 
1996 49 39 10 3 100 
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Reductions in fertility over time are 
represented by the decreasing area under the 
curves of age-specific fertility rates by order of 
live births. The decreases are very significant 
for the third order and fourth and higher order 
live births. For the first and second order live 
births, the reductions concentrated at the 
younger age groups below 30. In particular, 
the peak of second order live births shifted from 
the age group 25-29 in 1981 and 1986 to 30-34 
in 1991 and 1996. The overall median 
childbearing age of women rose from 27 in 
1981 to 3 1 in 1996 and that for women having 
first live births increased from 25 in 1981 to 29 
in 1996. This is evidently related to the 
postponement of first marriage and the 
prolonged duration from marriage to first birth. 
(Chart 3.3, Appendices AS, A6 & A7). 
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Chart 3.3 Age-specific fertility rates (number of live births per 1 000 women) by 
order of live birth, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 
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The time differences between 
consecutive orders of live births can give a 
rough idea of the spacing intervals between 
order of live births. In 1981, the spacing 
interval between first order live birth and 
second order live birth as reflected from the 
median childbearing age of women was 2.4 
years . The interval increased by 0.5 year to 
reach 2.9 years in 1996. On the other hand, 
the child spacing between that of the second and 
third order live births as well as between that of 
the third and higher order live births decreased 
slightly from 1981 to 1996. This implies that 
while women postponed their marriage and 
low-order live births to later ages, child spacing 
was forced to narrow down as a result of the 
shortened reproductive span, in particular for 
high-order live births. (Appendix A7) 

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE 

The total fertility rate is one of the 
measures to assess the potential impact of 
current fertility on the Hong Kong population. 
Computed through period data (please refer to 
Technical Note 11 on the contrast between 
period fertility and cohort fertility), the total 
fertility rate sums up the age-specific fertility 
rates in a given year and represents the number 
of children that a woman would bear (ignoring 
mortality) if she were subject throughout her 
reproductive span to the fertility rates prevailing 
in that year. This measure represents a 
hypothetical average completed family size if 
fertility were to remain constant at a given level. 
For a generation of women to replace itself, 
each woman must produce on average one 
daughter who will survive to the end of 
childbearing age. This generally corresponds 
to an average completed family size of 
approximately 2.1 children under conditions of 
low mortality and allowing for such factors as 
sex differential at birth and infant and childhood 
mortality. 



.W~.*~-ftA-~~.~~~tt 
~ 1 930 ~m~M~~~~-ftft7\~~ 1 190 

~ , Jf'Mj~ 38% 0 ~W!~~.7j(ZjSB~1~~J!fi¥ 

7j(ZjS , ~§f-f~ftP.~1~~.**~~:t~~tmB*.&Jffif 
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The total fertility rate decreased by 
over 38% from 1 930 live births per 1 000 
women in 1981 to 1 190 in 1996. The fertility 
level in Hong Kong was very much below the 
replacement level. The current fertility level of 
Hong Kong has also fallen below those 
experienced in the low fertility economies such 
as Japan and Sweden. (Table 3.5) 

1tc. 3.5 
Table 3.5 

-hA-~~-hhA~~~~~~~n*~~~~~.~~n* 
Total fertility rates of Hong Kong and selected low fertility economies, 
1981-1996 

k,l!!~tlkw,­
Economy 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(~TiJ3z::1il¥Jm~~5G1!( El ) 
(Nwnber oflive births per 1 000 women) 

1!f~(1) 1 930 1 860 1 720 1 560 1 490 1 370 1 310 1 400 1 300 1 270 1 280 1 350 1 340 1 360 1 300 1 190 
Hong Kong(l) 

~m(2) 

Germany(2) 
1 450 1 330 1 290 1 280 1 240 1 250 N.A. 

B;<$: 1 720 1 760 1 790 1 800 1 740 1 720 1 690 1 660 1 570 1 540 1 530 1 500 1 460 1 500 1 420 1 430 
Japan 

Jffil !Jtlo 
Sweden 

1 630 1 620 1 610 1 650 1 730 1 790 1 840 1 960 2020 2 140 2 120 2090 2000 1 890 1 740 1 610 

iT1J1]~ 
Singapore 

1 780 1 740 1 610 1 620 1610 1430 1 620 1 960 1 760 1 870 1 770 1 760 1 780 1 750 1 710 1 700 

~Iim 1 810 1 780 1 770 1 770 1 800 1 780 1 820 1 840 1 810 1 840 1 820 1 800 1 760 1 750 1 710 N.A. 
United Kingdom 

rp m~tt!l 
Mainland of China 

3000 2300 2300 2200 2400 2500 2600 2500 2400 2 100 2400 2000 2000 1 950 1 800 N.A. 

tt" : (1) ;<$: ¥fH1if5Rm '&:?UI±lI¥J1:ff$ '~:li!:m ;~fff§m3z: 
1i~~*~.II¥JAD~~a~~,~~w~~ 
fl.ffi~ , §m3z:1i~~*~.II¥J1:ff$~ 

~'OJng~~~· 

(2) *~W[l!j~tE-nn~if.+,E] ~f1t~-@S11 

*. 

~ •• w~.*a~ , ~~tEJjU~m~M 
~~'P2fi5ft[7g ' ffif¥ij~~*JtU~~f-f~ttA.D~ 
J!fi¥o 
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Notes : (l) All fertility rates used and presented here are 
compiled using a population denominator 
which has excluded female foreign domestic 
helpers (FDH' s). They may therefore differ 
from fertility rates contained in other 
publications that include the female FDH' s. 

(2) German Democratic Republic (East 
Germany) and the Federal Republic of 
Germany (West Germany) united to form one 
State in October 1990. 

NET REPRODUCTION RATE 

While the total fertility rate involves 
births of both sexes, reproduction rates restrict 
to the replacement of the female population 
only. 



~~~~JjU~W$&~L::$~retJEI¥J ' 
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$1¥J~~~§o~~ 'WM~~$~~retJEI¥J~ 
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1¥J§~J!~f~N 0 :B~~$~ l.00 ~1~~~gjG 

~§~J!~ , r'&J~ l.00 ~UJ3[f!~ADB r'&J~§~ 

J!~7J<~ , ffiH~~ l.00 ~U~AD/f)Ej..:.z §~J! 

~ 0 l)jif~W$T~ , WM~~$tE-fLJ\-~ 

I¥J 0.92 Ji¥K~-fLfL7\~1¥J 0.57 0 -fLfL7\~i!f 

m~ttM~TI¥J~~~§ ' . §~J!~*~~ 
43%0 (~ 3 .6) 

The net reproduction rate is a 
measure of the number of daughters that a 
cohort of newborn girl babies will bear during 
their lifetime assuming a fixed schedule of age­
specific fertility rates and a fixed set of mortality 
rates. Thus, the net reproduction rate is a 
measure of the extent to which a cohort of 
newly born girls will replace themselves under 
given schedules of age-specific fertility and 
mortality. A rate of 1.00 means exact 
replacement, a rate above unity indicates that 
the population is more than replacing itself, and 
a rate below unity means that the population 
fails to replace itself. Following the fertility 
decline, the net reproduction rate in 1996 was 
just 0.57 as compared with 0.92 in 1981. 
Women in Hong Kong in 1996 were producing 
43% too few daughters to replace themselves. 
(Table 3.6 ) 

1!€ 3.6 
Table 3.6 

-ftA-~£-ftftA~~~~~* 
Net reproduction rates, 1981-1996 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(e:g3(tti¥Jm~3(~f!( El ) 
(Number of female live births per woman) 

~f!}~~$ 0.92 0.88 0.82 0.74 0.71 0.65 0.63 0.67 0.62 0.60 0.61 0.64 0.64 0.64 0.62 0.57 
Net reproduction rate 

ttnI: *~~f5j)m.&.~Utl:li¥J~ff$ · ~:m:mi9.li1£j83(tt~Hi 
~:rA!ilIfIi¥JADm?tStiU~ . ~JIt!fi.!~ft!!fU~PJT~ .1£ 
j83(tt9Hii*;!1l1fIi¥J~ff$tt~ . OJngliPJTi'i~ . 

~mtE-fLt7\~~~l¥Jili~~~*~ 
J5JTt!~I¥Jj{*," , PJ~ili~~tJ~U1[~~fJF~/f[o]*,g 

M ' tEffij~~~H,gM~t1 $D~lf -;gT~I¥J~ 
t1J5Mt5I¥J135ttt 0 
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Note All fertility rates used and presented here are 
compiled using a population denominator which has 
excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH's). 
They may therefore differ from fertility rates 
contained in other publications that include the 
female FDH's. 

WOMEN WITH AT LEAST ONE 
CHILD 

Based on information available from 
the birth registration system starting from 1976, 
birth statistics could be rearranged on a birth 
cohort basis to compute the proportion of 
women having at least one child for different 
cohorts. 



~ 80o/o:tE-n-=-Aif.I::B~~::tc'f'i:ff 30 ~ 
Mm~B::p-~-T::tc' iB-nAAif.I::B~::tcti~ 
if§H!tt~T[§1f~ 44% 0 i§:::f¥&~::tctE*3I§::x 

m~~m~'~D~:ff~~M*ill*~-T::tc~::tc 
ttMM~~~tt~~°:ff-n~Aif.I::B~~::tc 
ti ' R~ 3.0%¥U 45 ~ill19.~-T::tc ' {El- nE­
if.1::B~::tctE~g-;fH!~~ttB~~ 9.0% 0 (~ 
3.7 ) 

About 80% of those women born in 
1936 had at least one child before they reached 
30; the corresponding percentage dropped to 
44% for those born in 1966. This reflected 
not only the tendency of having first birth at a 
later age but also the increasing proportion of 
women remaining childless at the end of the 
reproduction span. About 3.0% of women 
who were at age 45 and born in 1946 never had 
any babies but the corresponding percentage 
increased significantly to 9.0% for those born in 
1951. (Table 3.7) 

11<. 3.7 ~mmlli~~ID&~.m~~~~§-~~~~~ttB~~ 
Table 3.7 Percentage of women with at least one child by mother's year of birth and age 

Bl~lfH:.1ff5J 
Mother's 
year of birth 15 - 19 15 - 24 15 - 29 

1936 12.7 56.8 81.3 

1941 14.0 57.2 84.0 

1946 12.4 55.9 87.8 

1951 7.1 43 .8 77.4 

1956 7.5 37.4 68.3 

1961 5.8 29.2 57.3 

1966 3.5 17.4 44.0 

1971 2.7 20.0 

1976 2.8 

:ff.if.~~mM , ::tctt~~~~wa* 
ill[~.{~ 0 -n-=-Aif.I::B~~::tctE ' :ff 30 ~~ 
~~~~T 2.5 ~-T::tc ' :ff 40 ~~1.S 3.7 ~ ; {El 

.;ttif.~+if. (ElP:ff-n~Aif.I::B~) ~::tcti ' 
;ttt-fH!~~a§~J3U1.S 2.4 ~bt 3.0 ~ 0 ~ 

nAAif.I::B~~::tctt ' ~tg.fr~:ff 30 ~~ (ElP- n 
nAif.) ~~~wa§1.S 0.7 ' i§:a*:pm-= + 
if.M (Elp-nIZ!3Aif.I::B~~::tct!:) a§ ~-=-~z 

(~ 3 . 8 ' ~1~ A9 ) 
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1fit 
Age 

15 - 34 15 - 39 15 - 44 15 - 49 

89.7 91.6 91.8 91.9 

91.6 93 .6 93 .9 93 .9 

95.3 97.2 97.4 97.4 

87.7 90.3 90.7 

79.8 82 .9 

72.6 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CIDLDREN 
EVER BORN 

The average number of children ever 
born by women in the younger cohorts was 
generally smaller. Women born in 1936 had 
on average 2.5 children when they reached 30 
and 3.7 children by the age of 40; the 
corresponding figures for women born 10 years 
later in 1946 were 2.4 and 3.0 respectively. 
The 1966 birth cohort, who reached 30 in 1996, 
had only 0.7 children, less than one-third of 
those born 20 years earlier. (Table 3.8, 
Appendix A9) 



1k 3.8 ~~m~~ID&~.~~~¥~~n~§ 
Table 3.8 Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

a~te~~{7.t 

Mother 's 
year of birth 15 - 19 15 - 24 15 - 29 

1936 0.18 1.16 

1941 0.2 1 1.28 

1946 0.20 1.20 

1951 0.09 0.75 

1956 0.09 0. 58 

1961 0.07 0.42 

1966 0.04 0.23 

1971 0.03 0.26 

1976 0.03 

~~~~W~~~~~'±~~ffi~~ 
~~+ifrl3~;]t±~*~~~lrr~Jm 0 ~~~WfiNm 
r*J ' gt~~~/fl1tTttf1JD ' :9:tEtEffd:~ Lij~H 
~~ftj-€S ' ?f.J\f;tp)1W~:lI ' !f,J]3UtEMi&1JlID 0 

25-34 ~:9:tE~~Ib:1J~W~tE~~+ifLTt-
13% ' tE-11J\Aif~ 64%t~~-11tLAif~ 
72% 0 ~fft~r:p~:&p)L~WfiN~:9:tipJT{6~ 

B7Ttt?f.J\D~ttf1JD' tE-tLJ\Aif~ 51 o/ot~~­
tL11Aif~ 64% 0 

2.50 

2.53 

2. 36 

1.64 

1.28 

0.97 

0.69 
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~It 
Age 

15 - 34 15 - 39 15 - 44 

3.3 1 3.67 3.73 

3.19 3.41 3.44 

2.86 3.00 3.02 

2.09 2.22 2.24 

1.68 1.84 

1.38 

FACTORS UNDERLYING mE 
DECLINE IN FERTILITY 

15 - 49 

3.73 

3.44 

3.02 

The sharp and continuous decline in 
fertility in Hong Kong was attributable to the 
dramatic socio-economic developments in the 
past decades. With higher education and 
increasing employment opportunities, women 
play a more important role in society and 
become more independent, in particular 
financially. The female labour force 
participation rate at ages 25-34 during the past 
10 years rose by 13%, being 64% in 1986 and 
72% in 1996. At the same time, the 
proportion of women with educational 
attainment at secondary school and above also 
increased significantly from 51 % in 1986 to 
64% in 1996. 
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The phenomena of delaying marriage 
and remaining single are becoming more 
prevalent. As a result of the increasing cost of 
raising children, a large family with many kids 
becomes very expensive to run. The change of 
people's aspiration as regards support by their 
children when they grow old renders family 
without kids more popular. This leads to a 
substantial decrease in high-order births, 
postponement of first births and even avoidance 
of childbearing completely. 

There are four factors associated with 
the rapid decline of fertility : 

Marriage postponement 

The proportions of married women 
dropped remarkably at the younger age groups. 
In 1981, 69% of women aged 25-29 were 
married; the corresponding figure was 47% in 
1996. However, the change in the older ages 
was relatively small. Marriage postponement 
among young spinsters is further revealed by 
the increasing median age at first marriage. 
F or spinsters, the median age at first marriage 
rose from 24 in 1981 to 25 in 1986; the increase 
then tended to stabilize with the median 
reaching 27 in 1996. Marriage postponement 
for women shortened the period of childbearing 
exposure for women. As a result, fertility 
became increasingly concentrated in the age 
group 30-34. (Tables 3.2 & 5.4) 
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Prevalence of spinsterhood 

There was a significant increase in the 
proportion of never married females from 1981 
to 1996 in all age groups. The percentages of 
never married women in the age groups 35-39 
and 40-44 experienced substantial increase, 
rising from 4.5% and 2.7% in 1981 to 15% and 
9.0% in 1996 respectively. As most of the 
births in Hong Kong were associated with 
marriage, such a high proportion of never 
married women would certainly suppress the 
fertility rate. 

Postponement of low-order births 

The median interval between marriage 
and first birth was 15 months in 1981 and 
increased to 27 months in 1996, indicating an 
increase of 12 months in the past 15 years. 
The delay in low-order births not only had a 
direct impact on the period fertility rates but 
also affected the cohort fertility as women in the 
birth cohort would be subject to a shorter 
reproduction span. (Appendix AI , Technical 
Note 11) 

Curtailment of high-order births 

The expensive cost of living and 
widely accepted concept of family planning had 
led people to favour small family. The 
complete family size dropped from 3.7 for 
women born in 1936 to 3.0 for those born in 
1946. The percentage of third or higher order 
births declined rapidly from 23% in 1981 to 
13% in 1996. (Tables 3.4 & 3.8) 
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The fertility rates are, however, 
confounded by two factors . First, there were 
many babies born by two-way permit holders 
and illegal entrants from Mainland. The mothers 
of these babies, after delivering the births, had 
to return to the mainland of China. While all 
these babies were included in the numerator of 
the fertility rates, their mothers were excluded 
from the denominator. As a result, the fertility 
rates were inflated. It is noted that a small 
number of these babies were not permitted to 
stay in Hong Kong as both their parents did not 
have the right of abode in Hong Kong. (Table 
3.9) 

Second, there was a moderate number 
of babies born outside Hong Kong by Hong 
Kong residents. These births were not 
covered in the calculation of the fertility rates . 

These two factors are difficult to 
adjust in the calculation of the fertility rates. 
However, their effects tend to offset each other 
to a certain extent and the fertility rates 
calculated without adjustment could still reflect 
the underlying trend. 
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Table 3.9 Number of live births given by two-way permit holders (TWPH) and illegal 
entrants from the Mainland (IEM) and estimated number of babies born 
outside Hong Kong by Hong Kong residents 

if: 
Year 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

~~~~~~*mA±m~~m~~~~§ 
Number of live births born by TWPH 

Ilff 1iS-ii'(1) 
Eligible to stay(l) 

72 

140 

439 

907 

1606 

2553 

4483 

6035 

6725 

4011 

3423 

::fllffliS-ii' 
Not eligible to stay 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

173 

218 

128 

89 

tt~: ( l) IlffliS-ii'~~~~~X:iijH:fiiJ-:1J~¥~1iS­
~m~.~~.# ••• #IiS-ii'~~~ 1iS­
~o 

( 2) ~~~m~mliS-~:tE~~t)'~~:1J(rp~~ 
~~~)m~ffi~~~if:~~~-~~~ 
~. ~®~~~t)'~~J5·~!t7t@]~·.~ 
~~~!t7t~~~N~m"~~~IiS-~o 
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i1F$Am~m~~m~~~~§ 
Number of live births born by IEM 

*mliS-~:tE~mt). 
~tt!r1JpJT~~~~ 

~§ (2) 

Ilff liS- ii'(l) ::fllff liS-ii' 

Estimated 
number of 

babies(2) born 
Eligible to stay(l ) Not eligible to stay outside Hong 

Kong by Hong 
Kong residents 

N.A. N.A. 1451 

N.A. N.A. 1621 

N.A. N.A. 1 752 

N.A. N.A. 2267 

N.A. N.A. 2410 

N.A. N.A. 2420 

1902(3) N.A. 2785 

2453 181 3047 

2231 93 4133 

2832 54 4260 

2927 55 3341 

Notes : (1) The eligibility to stay is established on the 
basis that either one of the baby' s parents 
has the right of abode in Hong Kong or is a 
Hong Kong resident with conditional stay 
or unconditional stay. 

(2) Figures refer to those babies who were 
born by Hong Kong residents outside Hong 
Kong except the mainland of China and 
were aged below 1 when brought back to 
Hong Kong as Hong Kong residents or as 
visitors who changed their status back to 
Hong Kong residents afterwards. 

(3) Figure pertains to February to December 
1992 only. 
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SEASONALITY OF LIVE BIRTHS 

There is a pronounced seasonality in 
the incidence of live births. The seasonal 
pattern is remarkably constant over time, with a 
strong tendency for fewer women to give birth 
in the first half of the year, particularly in the 
months from March to May. (Table 3.10, 
Appendix AI0) 
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Mortality 

MORTALITY TREND 

The number of deaths increased from 
24 800 in 1981 to 32 200 in 1996. The crude 
death rate, which relates the number of deaths 
occurring in a calendar year to the estimated 
mid-year population, fluctuated at around 5 per 
1 000 persons during this period. (Table 4 .1, 
Chart 4. 1, Appendix B 1 ) 

The crude death rate is not a good 
indicator of changes in the level of mortality as 
it is influenced by changes in the age and sex 
structure of the population. A population with 
a higher proportion of elderly is likely to have 
more deaths than that with a smaller proportion 
of elderly. While the population of Hong 
Kong has been aging over the period, the crude 
death rate remained stable. 

The standardized mortality rates 
calculated by discounting the effect of the age­
sex structure of the population reflect more 
accurately the mortality trend in Hong Kong. 
The standardized mortality rate dropped from 
4.8 per 1 000 population in 1981 to 3.5 in 
1996. The decline in mortality rate in the past 
15 years has been attributed to the improved 
social conditions such as water supplies, sewage 
system and health education. Medical 
advancements also contributed to the 
continuous mortality decline. (Table 4 .1, 
Chart 4.1) 



1k 4.1 
Table 4.1 

~1t/\~~~~1t1tA~~~LA ... mJEL*&.¥f~~L* 
Number of deaths, crude death rate and standardized mortality rate, 
1981 - 1996 

~cp 
Mid-Year 

~L::A~ 
Number of deaths 

m~L::$ 
(~@JT:gAOH.) 

Crude death rate 
(per 1 000 population) 

~~1t~L::$(I) 
(tt4~Ff:.gADgf.) 

Standardized 
mortality rate (1) 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

24 800 
25 400 
26 500 
25 500 
25 300 
25 900 
26 900 
27 700 
28 700 
29 100 
28 400 
30 600 
30 600 
29 900 
31 500 
32 200 

4.8 
4.8 
5.0 
4.7 
4.6 
4.7 
4.8 
4.9 
5.1 
5.2 
5.0 
5.3 
5.2 
5.0 
5.1 
5.1 

(per 1 000 population) 

4.8 
4.7 
4.8 
4.4 
4.2 
4.2 
4.2 
4.1 
4.2 
4.1 
3.9 
4.0 
3.9 
3.6 
3.6 
3.5 

tt~: (l) ~*{t9EL~~fN.-11)\-ifADl¥Jif~ 
&tt]jU7t;ffi1"'15L{'Fm~*ffijgf. 0 

Note : (1) Standardized mortality rates are computed 
using the age-sex population distribution 
of 1981 as the standard population. 

III 4.1 ~1t/\~~~~1t1tA~~mJEL*&.¥f~~L* 
Chart 4.1 Crude death rate and standardized mortality rate, 1981-1996 

mJEL:*/a~ftJEL:* 
Crude death rate I Standardized mortality rate 
6 ~----------------------------------------------------------~ 

ftl.jEL:$ 
5 Crude death rate 

tJ~ft7EL:$ 
Standardized mortality rate 

4 

3 

2 

1 

o ~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~ 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
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AGE PATTERN OF DEATHS 

Mortality varies significantly with age. 
In general, the death rate starts at a high level 
during the first year of life, falls to a minimum 
around ages 5-9, then increases slowly until 
mid-life. Thereafter, it rises with the advance 
of age. The trend of mortality improvement 
can be readily studied with reference to the 
age-sex-specific mortality rates. The rate 
relates the number of deaths of each sex in a 
given age group occurring in a calendar year to 
the population of each sex in that age group at 
the middle of that year. (Charts 4.2 & 4.3) 

During 1981-1996, the greatest 
improvement in mortality achieved was for 
infants and children aged 1-4 . For these age 
groups, the mortality rate dropped by about 
60% for each sex. Although mortality 
improvement was experienced across all ages, 
the older age groups had lesser improvement 
compared with the younger ones. In terms of 
index of rate, males in the age group 75 and 
over experienced a 11 % decrease from 1981-83 
to 1994-96 and females in the same age group a 
8.8% decrease. (Table 4.2) 

The main reason for such patterns of 
age differential in mortality improvement is that, 
with advances in medical technology, diseases 
which were once fatal, particularly at the young 
and middle ages, can now be cured. However, 
for the elderly, medical advances can only 
postpone mortality but cannot eradicate deaths 
owing to senility and degenerative diseases. 



1114.2 -ftA-~, -ftAA~' -ftn-~&-ftftA~~£tt~~ 
Etl~L* 

Chart 4.2 Age-specific mortality rates of males, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

~~ZU7EL* 
Age-specific mortality rate 

1000 ,_-_-__ -_-_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ -_-_-__ --, 

100 -----------------------------------------------------------

10 

1 

0.1 

0.01 
0 

________________________________________________________ ~r----

--------- -------------------------------------------- ~. -------,,:,' 
--------------------------------------------------- ~. ---------.,:.' 

--------------------------------------------- ~~ 
/ .' " .... 

. ,<., ' 

--------------------------------------- ~~ --------------------
-------------------------------------- ~7' ---------------------
-------------------------------------.~~ ----------------------

5 

~-~ ---------------------------------------­
.. ~~~~~---------------------------------------- ­

~~---------------------------------------------­

-~~----------------- ----------------------------- -.';. 

~~-------------------------------------------------
~. 

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85+ 
Sf-iMIDJU 

Age group 

- 1981 -.- . 1986 ...... 1991 1996 

38 



iD 4.3 -ftA-~, -ftAA~' -ftft-~&-ftftA~~fttt~~ 
jjrJ9Ec* 

Chart 4.3 Age-specific mortality rates of females, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

~~~U7EL* 
Age-specific mortality rate 
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~ 4.2 
Table 4.2 

~~m53U 
Age group 

~tt 
Male 

o 
1-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75+ 

:9:'/1: 
Female 

o 
1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60-64 
65-69 

70-74 
75+ 

-1L/\-iF~-1L1L1\iFB9iF~1tjJtl9Ec* 
Age-sex-specific mortality rates, 1981 - 1996 

1981 

10.7 
0.7 
0.2 
0.3 
0.5 
0.7 
0.9 
1.2 
1.7 
2.8 
4.6 
7.6 

12.2 
19.5 
30.8 
47.4 
81.9 

9.2 
0.4 
0.2 
0.3 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.7 
1.0 
1.6 
2.7 
3.9 
6.6 
9.8 

16.6 
25 .0 
65 .2 

1982 

9.9 
0.5 
0.3 
0.3 
0.5 
0.7 
0.9 
1.1 
1.6 
2.9 
4.6 
8.2 

12.2 
19.5 
29.2 
45.9 
85.2 

9.5 
0.5 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
0.5 
0.8 
1.0 
1.5 
2.6 
3.6 
5.8 

10.7 
15.9 
26.8 
61.7 

1983 

10.2 
0.5 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.7 
0.7 
1.0 
1.5 
2.9 
4.2 
7.8 

12.3 
20.5 
30.4 
51.4 
84.9 

8.9 
0.5 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3 
0.5 
0.5 
0.6 
0.7 
1.3 
2.3 
3.7 
6.0 

10.5 
15.9 
25.8 
64.6 

1984 

1EL::$ 
Mortality rate 

1985 1986 1987 

(WT~ADi¥J1EL::A~) 
(Number of deaths per 1 000 population) 

9.0 
0.5 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.7 
0.9 
1.3 
2.7 
4.1 
7.2 

11.5 
19.1 
28.2 
45 .5 
80.8 

7.7 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.5 
0.6 
0.7 
1.1 
2.2 
3.4 
5.4 
9.5 

15.4 
26.3 
59.7 

40 

8.0 
0.5 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.5 
0.7 
0.9 
1.3 
2.4 
4.0 
7.2 

10.7 
17.5 
26.6 
42.4 
77.7 

6.7 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.5 
0.5 
0.6 
1.2 
2.1 
3.2 
5.8 
9.1 

15.6 
24.5 
58.0 

7.5 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.6 
0.9 
1.3 
2.3 
3.6 
6.7 

10.3 
17.2 
27.4 
42.1 
79.2 

7.1 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
0.4 
0.5 
0.8 
1.2 
1.9 
3.6 
5.2 
8.6 

14.7 
23 .8 
58.3 

7.5 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.5 
0.6 
0.8 
1.1 
1.9 
4.0 
6.6 

10.4 
16.2 
27.9 
41.6 
82.0 

6.6 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 
1.0 
1.8 
3.2 
5.1 
8.8 

14.6 
24.4 
60.7 

1988 

8.6 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.5 
0.5 
0.7 
0.8 
1.4 
2.0 
3.5 
6.4 

10.7 
16.3 
26.2 
40.6 
79.7 

6.9 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.4 
0.5 
0.8 
1.0 
l.7 
3.0 
4.9 
8.4 

14.9 
23 .0 
63 .2 

1989 

7.2 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 
0.9 
1.3 
2.2 
3.9 
6.3 

10.6 
16.5 
26.5 
44.0 
81.5 

6.4 
0.3 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.3 
0.6 
0.8 
1.0 
l.8 
3.1 
5.1 
8.0 

13.8 
23 .9 
62.6 

1990 

6.9 
0.4 
0.1 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.7 
1.0 
1.4 
2.0 
3.6 
5.7 

10.5 
15.7 
26.5 
42.0 
80.6 

5.2 
0.4 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
0.4 
0.5 
0.8 
1.0 
l.6 
2.9 
4.6 
7.9 

14.7 
23 .7 
64.7 



1k. 4.2 (*I) 
Table 4.2 (Cont'd.) 

lfiMIl53U 
Age group 

~'Ii 
Male 

o 
1-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75+ 

:tz:1i 
Female 

o 
1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-74 

75+ 

1991 

6.2 
0.3 
0.1 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 
0.9 
1.2 
2.2 
3.4 
5.7 
8.9 

15.4 
23 .6 
39.7 
76.3 

6.8 
0.3 
0.1 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.4 
0.6 
1.1 
1.7 
2.9 
4.5 
7.3 

13 .2 
23.1 

60.9 

-hA-~~-hhA~~~~ttm~c* 
Age-sex-specific mortality rates, 1981 - 1996 

~L::$ 
Mortality rate 

tt$m~(1) 
Index of rate (I) 

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 

C4~Ff::gA 0 A<J~L::A~ ) 
(Number of deaths per 1 000 population) 

4.7 
0.3 
0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.7 
0.8 
0.9 
1.4 
2.0 
3.4 
6.2 
9.4 

16.0 
25.3 
41.5 
80.7 

4.7 
0.2 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.4 
0.6 
1.2 
1.6 
2.7 
4.4 
7.8 

13.1 
23.2 
65.3 

4.7 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.7 
0.8 
1.3 
2.1 
3.0 
5.3 
8.9 

15.8 
24.8 
41.1 
76.6 

4.4 
0.3 
0.1 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.5 
0.7 
1.1 
1.9 
2.7 
4.4 
7.0 

12.6 
23 .1 
61.6 

4.2 
0.2 
0.1 
0.2 
0.4 
0.7 
0.8 
0.8 
1.2 
1.8 
3.0 
5.7 
8.1 

14.6 
23 .3 
38.2 
73.5 

4.6 
0.3 
0.1 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.4 
0.7 
1.0 
1.5 
2.5 
4.1 
6.5 

11.6 
20.9 
56.2 

4.3 
0.3 
0.1 
0.1 
0.4 
0.7 
0.7 
0.8 
1.3 
2.1 
2.9 
5.9 
8.3 

14.2 
22.5 
35.6 
76.4 

4.3 
0.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.4 
0.6 
1.0 
1.4 
2.5 
3.9 
6.1 

11.4 
20.2 
59.3 

4.3 
0.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.5 
0.7 
0.8 
0.8 
1.1 
1.9 
2.6 
4.6 
8.1 

13 .3 
22.8 
35.2 
75 .6 

3.5 
0.2 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.4 
0.6 
1.0 
1.4 
2.1 
3.6 
6.1 

10.9 
18.9 
59.0 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

75 
71 
77 
82 
74 
76 
74 
85 
80 
76 
86 
87 
86 
86 
91 
87 
95 

74 
71 

106 
72 
85 
72 
79 
80 
84 
79 
77 
88 
87 
85 
93 
94 
92 

57 
57 
58 
79 
84 
91 
92 
85 
84 
71 
78 
75 
79 
79 
83 
85 
94 

60 
61 
72 
71 

104 
74 
69 
68 
76 
77 
65 
76 
74 
74 
84 
90 

100 

41 
46 
46 
52 
84 

100 
88 
78 
75 
66 
64 
68 
67 
71 
76 
75 
89 

45 
49 
66 
58 
90 
74 
63 
62 
71 
70 
58 
63 
63 
60 
70 
77 
91 

ttf¥: (1) tt$mf&~t)*~flLA<Jf&~~t •. MLt)-fL 
A-lf~-fLA~lf~~~~L::$ ••• 
(100) • 

Note : (1) Index of rate is computed on unrounded 
figures with the average rate for 1981 to 
1983 taken as the base (100). 
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SEX PATTERN OF DEATHS 

Hong Kong resembles most other 
countries/territories in that females enjoy longer 
life span than males. The annual number of 
male deaths has been consistently higher than 
that of female deaths. During the early 80's, 
there were five male deaths for every four 
female ones. The sex ratio of deaths increased 
in the past 15 years from 1 242 male deaths per 
1 000 female deaths in 1981 to 1 305 in 1996. 
(Table 4.3) 

Age-specific mortality rates increase 
as people grow older. Given the increasing 
proportion of elderly women in the female 
population, a relatively high number of female 
deaths and hence a decreasing trend on sex ratio 
are expected. Discounting the changing age 
effect of the population, the sex ratio of 
standardized deaths slightly declined from 1 242 
male deaths per 1 000 female deaths in 1981 to 
1 229 in 1996. This is the combined effect of 
the increasing proportion of female elderly 
population and the rate of improvement in 
mortality for males being faster than that for 
females. (Table 4.3) 

~ 4.3 
Table 4.3 

~hA-~~~hhA~~~Lttm~* 
Sex ratios of deaths, 1981-1996 

7EC::11~~tt$ 

Sex ratio of deaths 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(4ijT~32::11(j(j~11ti El ) 
(Nwnber of males per I 000 females) 

I 242 1 270 1 279 I 279 I 251 I 255 1 259 I 248 I 304 I 273 I 272 I 290 I 282 I 329 I 310 1 305 

tJ~ft7EC::11~~tt$ (1) 1242 1267 1272 1273 1 244 1245 1242 1213 1253 1209 1 185 1221 1203 1250 1234 1 229 
Sex ratio of standardized 

deaths(l) 

ttfif : (1) ~~ft~11:&.32::117EC::Ati ;lH1H!l-n..J\-if:A 
o i¥Jif:Ifi5T:fr:ii11i£ f'F~tJ~ffij~Hl • 

42 

Note (I) Standardized nwnber of male and female 
deaths are computed using the age distribution 
of 1981 population as the standard population. 
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Differential mortality trend by sex can 
be further assessed by studying the excess male 
mortality ratio . These ratios are calculated by 
dividing the age-specific mortality rates for 
males by those for females. In 1994-96, the 
excess male mortality ratio was high among 
those aged between 20-29 and 50-64 and low 
among those aged 10-14. For those aged 70 
and over, the ratio has slightly declined in the 
past 15 years. (Table 4.4) 

The sex differential has been 
attributed to both biological and environmental 
factors, as well as behavioural and lifestyle 
patterns. For example, males have higher 
mortality rates arising from accidents and 
smoking-related diseases such as heart diseases 
and cancer. 

~ 4.4 -iL!\-~!\-!f. .. -iL~!\ -I:;!f. .. -iLiL~~iL=!f.&-:fLiLl!!I~iL1\ 
!f.~!f.~~Jm~~~~~LS~~* 

Table 4.4 Excess male mortality ratios by age group, 1981-83, 1985-87, 1990-92 and 
1994-96 

If.~*fl.JjU 
Age group 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 

0 1.12 1.13 1.06 1.03 

1-4 1.16 1.16 1.08 1.10 

5-9 1.47 1.06 1.18 1.03 

10-14 1.07 1.22 1.20 0.96 

15-19 1.82 1.58 1.47 1.69 

20-24 1.66 1.76 2.06 2.26 

25-29 1.64 1.55 2.17 2.29 

30-34 1.57 1.67 1.96 1.99 

35-39 1.75 1.67 1.94 1.85 

40-44 2.00 1.94 1.85 1.89 

45-49 1.78 2.00 2.14 1.95 

50-54 2.10 2.06 2.09 2.26 

55-59 2.00 1.96 2.13 2.13 

60-64 1.92 1.92 2.04 2 .24 

65-69 1.87 1.82 1.84 2.02 

70-74 1.87 1.73 1.76 1.82 

75+ 1.32 1.35 1.24 1.29 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 

Neoplasms, diseases of the circulatory 
system and diseases of the respiratory system 
remained the dominant causes of death in the 
past IS years, accounting for about 80 % of all 
deaths in 1996. Specifically, neoplasms had 
overtook diseases of the circulatory system to 
become the top killer since 1985. Diseases of 
the respiratory system accounted for a relatively 
stable share of 16% to 21%. The other causes 
contributed a relatively minor share of all 
causes. (Table 4.S) 

Since 1981 , neoplasms took a heavier 
toll than diseases of the circulatory system for 
males. Neoplasms overtook diseases of the 
circulatory system to become the leading cause 
of death for females in recent years. In 1996, 
neoplasms and diseases of the circulatory 
system were responsible for some 3 S% and 
24% respectively of male deaths, but the 
corresponding percentages for female deaths 
were both 29% . (Table 4.S ) 

The major causes of deaths exhibit 
different patterns across age groups. While 
the main cause of infant deaths was certain 
conditions originating in the perinatal period 
and congenital anomalies, neoplasms was the 
major cause of deaths among the middle and old 
aged. The mortality rate for those aged 1 to 
44 was small, with a significant portion being 
accounted for by neoplasms and unnatural 
causes such as InJUry and pOIsomng. 
(Appendix B2) 
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Table 4.5 Percentage distribution of deaths by sex and cause of death in 1981, 1986, 1991 
and 1996 

1981 1986 1991 1996 

9EL::jjj(~ ~tE :tz::tE -g-gt ~tE :tz::tE -g-gf ~tt :tz::tt -g-gt ~'Ii :tz::'1i -g-gf 
Cause of death Male Female Overall Male Female Overall Male Female Overall Male Female Overall 

JljS 29.2 23 .1 26.5 34.0 27.4 31.1 33 .8 27.5 31.0 34.8 29.1 32.3 
Neoplasms 

m~~*1C~W3 26.5 32.4 29.1 26.5 31.8 28.9 25 .9 32.1 28.6 24.0 28.9 26.1 
Diseases of the 

circulatory 
system 

1IiJl1J&~*1C~W3 16.2 15.3 15.8 16.2 15.2 15.8 16.9 16.0 16.5 20.9 20.2 20.6 
Diseases of the 

respiratory 
system 

~m:&.cp$ 8.5 5.7 7.2 6.4 4.7 5.6 6.2 4.2 5.3 5.8 4.1 5.1 
Injury and 

poisoning 

WHt~*1C~W3 4.9 3.7 4.3 4.5 3.5 4.1 4.7 3.6 4.2 4.5 3.9 4.3 
Diseases of the 

digestive 
system 

?£'17R~M~*1C 3.3 4.7 4.0 3.6 5.9 4.7 3.7 5.7 4.6 3.0 4.7 3.8 
~W3 

Diseases of the 
genitourinary 
system 

W3~ , ~:&'lifEt) 3.0 7.3 4.9 1.8 4.1 2.9 2.4 4.0 3.1 1.3 1.2 1.2 
)tffll¥Jflt5l 

Symptoms, signs 
and ill-defined 
conditions 

f!!1.~:&'~~i'lW3 3.8 2.2 3.1 3.4 2.5 3.0 3.6 2.9 3.3 2.8 3.6 3.1 
Infectious and 

parasitic 
diseases 

;ltftg~W3 4.6 5.6 5.1 3.6 4.9 3.9 2.8 4.0 3.4 2.9 4.3 3.5 
Other diseases 

*,!!gf 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Total (13757) (11075) (24832) (14421) (11491) (25912) (15916) (12513) (28429) (18219) (13 957) (32176) 

tt~: fi5~I79f&*~~1f:9EL::I¥J*'!!.A.f& 0 Note : Figures in brackets denote the total number of 
deaths of the year. 
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INFANT MORTALITY 

Mortality risk is relatively high during 
the first year of life. Even within the first year 
of life, there are considerable variations in 
mortality risk. Infant deaths can be classified 
into neo-natal deaths and post neo-natal deaths 
according to their survival period after births. 
Neo-natal deaths refer to the deaths of infants 
within the first 28 days of birth. They can 
further be separated into early neo-natal deaths 
which are deaths within the first 7 days of births 
and late neo-natal deaths which are deaths 
during the 8th day to 28th day after birth. For 
post neo-natal deaths, they are deaths of infants 
after 28 days but within one year of birth. The 
time diagram below illustrates the classification 
of infant deaths by the survival period. 

~5ljEc: ( 0-365 B ) 
Infant deaths (0-365 days) 

~ __________ ~A~ ____________ ~ 
( \ 

Wf1:5l9Ec: ( 0-28 B ) Wf1:5lt&~9Ec: ( 29-365 B ) 
Neo-natal deaths (0-28 days) Post neo-natal deaths (29-365 days) 
~ ______ ~A ________ ~ 
( , 

!f.~Wf1:5l9EC: ( 0-7 B ) Il$fl~Wf1:5l9Ec: ( 8-28 B ) 
Early neo-natal deaths (0-7 days) Late neo-natal deaths (8-28 days) 

~~~JEL*~rti:~~7t~ffm~OOffi 
~tJJ' ft~~~§JT;gm~~)Gt:j:tft-~.l-J--r~ 
L~~§~~~JEL*o~~~L$~-fLj\­

~~.T;gm~~~~ 9 . 7 ;g~)G~L ' .~ 
58%~-fLfL7\~~ 4.1 ;g 0 ~~+E.~~~~ 

~~L*~~~--r~ ' -fLfL7\~~~~)G~L 
*~iijT;gm~~~~ 2.2;g 'ffi-fLj\-~~U 
~ 6.6;g 0 ~~~1&M~L*W~)G~L$bZ.~ 
~~~L*ft~pJT1~~-~ 0 (~4.6 '51 4.4 ) 
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Note : Figures in brackets refer to number of days survived. 

The mortality rates of infants are also 
computed according to the classification as 
discussed above. Infant mortality rate refers 
to the number of deaths for those under one 
year of age to the number of live births. Infant 
mortality rate decreased by some 58% from 9.7 
per 1 000 live births in 1981 to 4.1 in 1996. 
Neo-natal mortality also experienced substantial 
decline in the past 15 years. In 1996 the neo­
natal mortality rate was 2.2 per 1 000 live births 
as compared with 6.6 in 198 1. F or post neo­
natal mortality, there was similar observation as 
that of infant mortality and neo-natal mortality. 
(Table 4.6, Chart 4.4) 
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The improvements in infant mortality 
were partly due to the reduction in deaths 
resulting from conditions originating in the 
perinatal period (down 74% between 1981 and 
1996) and congenital anomalies (down 67% 
between 1981 and 1996). The above two 
causes accounted for 46% and 28% of infant 
deaths in 1996 respectively. 

~ 4.6 
Table 4.6 

-nA-~~-nnA~~ttmm~~~~~L* 
Infant mortality rates by sex, 1981-1996 

~~5l~L~ 
Neo-natal mortality rate 

!f.M~~5l~L~ 
Early neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~M~~5l~L~ 
Late neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~~5lt&M~L~ 
Post neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~5l~L~ 
Infant mortality rate 

~~5l~L~ 
Neo-natal mortality rate 

!f.M~~5l~L~ 
Early neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~M~~5l~L~ 
Late neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~~5l~M~L~ 
Post neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~5l~L~ 
Infant mortality rate 

~~5l~L~ 
Neo-natal mortality rate 

!f.M~~5l~L~ 
Early neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~M~~5l~L~ 
Late neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~~5lt&M~L~ 
Post neo-natal 

mortality rate 
~5l~L~ 
Infant mortality rate 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(~Ti~dl5~~5li¥J~L~ El ) 
(Number of deaths per 1 000 live births) 

~'Ii 
Male 

7.0 7.4 7.9 6.7 5.3 5.8 5.1 5.2 5.1 4.6 3.9 2.6 3.0 2.5 2.3 2.5 

5.9 6.2 6.5 5.1 4.1 4.6 3.9 4.1 3.7 3.6 2.8 2.1 2.5 1.7 1.6 1.6 

1.1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.4 1.0 1.1 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.9 

3.3 2.8 2.6 2.8 2.9 2.2 2.8 3.0 2.8 2.4 2.3 2.2 1.9 1.9 2.2 2.0 

10.3 10.2 10.5 9.5 8.2 8.0 7.9 8.2 7.9 7.0 6.2 4.8 4.9 4.3 4.6 4.5 

:;C'1i 
Female 

6.2 6.6 5.9 5.9 4.4 4.8 4.6 4.0 4.4 3.0 4.4 3.1 2.7 2.9 2.8 1.9 

4.9 5.2 4.8 4.6 3.5 3.7 3.4 2.8 3.2 2.5 3.4 2.5 2.2 2.2 2.0 1.6 

1.3 1.4 1.1 1.3 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.2 1.2 0.5 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.3 

2.8 3.0 3.3 2.2 2.4 2.7 2.1 2.5 2.5 2.3 2.3 1.7 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.8 

9.0 9.6 9.2 8.1 6.8 7.5 6.8 6.6 7.0 5.3 6.6 4.8 4.6 4.7 4.6 3.7 

.g-~t 
Overall 

6.6 7.0 6.9 6.3 4.9 5.3 4.9 4.6 4.8 3.9 4.1 2.9 2.9 2.7 2.6 2.2 

5.4 5.7 5.7 4.9 3.8 4.1 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.1 3.1 2.3 2.4 1.9 1.8 1.6 

1.2 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.3 0.8 1.0 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.6 

3.1 2.9 2.9 2.5 2.6 2.4 2.5 2.8 2.6 2.3 2.3 1.9 1.9 1.8 2.0 1.9 

9.7 9.9 9.9 8.8 7.5 7.7 7.4 7.4 7.4 6.2 6.4 4.8 4. 8 4.5 4.6 4.1 
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Chart 4.4 Infant mortality rates, 1981 - 1996 

¥~7EL* 
Infant mortality rate 
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10 

6 31:11: 
Female 

4 

2 

O L-__ L-__ ~ __ J-__ -L __ -L __ -L __ ~ __ ~ __ ~ __ ~ __ ~L-__ L-__ L-__ ~~ 
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~£~L~~D~AD-~~~~~~ 
-@~~m.o~£~L~~~mM~.*~ 
~E 0 W~~~£~L~ (-:f1:f17\~~ 4 . 1 )tzf~ 
;!tftf!Jfc~~%:tmB* ( -:f1:f17\~~ 3.8) '~1Jo 
f}f ( -:f1:f17\~~ 3.8)EUffif:lf$; ( -:f1:f17\~~ 
4.0) 0 (~4. 7) 

Infant mortality is a useful indicator of 
the general health status of the population. 
International infant mortality rates show great 
variation. The infant mortality rate of Hong 
Kong (4. 1 in 1996) compares favourably with 
other developed countries such as Japan (3.8 in 
1996), Singapore (3 .8 in 1996) and Sweden 
(4.0 in 1996). (Table 4.7) 

~ 4.7 ~tL/\~~~~tLtLA~~~~~~~~5G9tr:::* 
Table 4.7 Infant mortality rates of selected economies, 1981-1996 

*~~tf!!~ 
Economy 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

:w=m 9.7 9.9 9.9 8.8 7.5 7.7 7.4 7.4 7.4 6.2 6.4 4.8 4.8 4.5 4.6 4.1 
Hong Kong 
B;;$: 
Japan 

7.1 6.6 6.2 6.0 5.5 5.2 5.0 4.8 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.5 4.3 4.2 4.3 3.8 

*T1JoiBl 10.7 10.7 9.4 8.8 9.3 9.4 7.4 6.9 6.6 6.7 5.5 5.0 4.7 4.3 4.0 3.8 
Singapore 
lffiI~ 6.9 6.8 7.0 6.4 6.8 5.9 6.1 5.8 5.8 6.0 6.2 5.3 4.8 4.4 4.1 4.0 
Sweden 
lffiI± 7.6 7.7 7.6 7.1 6.9 6.8 6.8 6.8 7.3 6.8 6.2 6.4 5.6 5.1 5.0 4.7 
Switzerland 
tt~(I) 7.0 6.7 6.1 5.8 5.6 5.3 5.0 
GermanyCi) 

~~ 
U.K. 

11.2 11.0 10.1 9.6 9.4 9.5 9.1 9.0 8.5 7.9 7.4 6.6 6.3 6.2 6.2 N.A. 

~~ 
U.SA 

11.9 11.5 11.2 10.8 10.6 10.4 10.1 10.0 9.8 9.2 8.9 8.5 8.4 8.0 7.5 7.2 

tt" 0) *~W~~~-nn*~+~~~~-OO Note ( I ) German Democratic Republic (East 
iI~:- Germany) and the Federal Republic of 

Germany (West Germany) united to form one 
State in October 1990. 
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EXPECTATION OF LIFE 

Expectation of life is a useful measure 
to describe and compare mortality conditions at 
specific ages. The expectation of life at birth 
defines the average number of years of life that 
a cohort of births born in a given year can 
expect to live if they were subject throughout 
their lifetime to the age-sex-specific mortality 
rates prevailing in that year. 

In 1981 , the life expectancy at birth 
for males and females were 72 years and 79 
years respectively. By 1996, the 
corresponding figures increased to 76 years and 
82 years, indicating a substantial improvement 
in mortality over the period. (Table 4.8, Chart 
4.5) 

The faster rate of improvement in 
respect of male mortality narrowed the gap 
between expectations of life at birth of males 
and females, from 6.2 years in 1981 to 5.5 years 
in 1996. The rate of decrease was faster 
during the 1980's, but slowed down to around 
5.5 years in the 1990's. (Table 4.8) 
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Table 4.8 Expectation of life at selected ages by sex, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

:l15'tt ~il1 
Male Female 

Jj~ Jj~ 
(W1:j::~H) (W1:j::~H) 

Increase Increase 
(Number of years) (Number of years) 

1:j::~ 
Age 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981-96 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981-96 

0 72.3 74.1 75 .2 76.3 4.0 78 .5 79.4 80.7 8l.8 3.3 

20 53 .6 55 .0 56.0 57.0 3.4 59.6 60.4 6l.5 62.4 2.8 

40 34.5 35 .7 36.7 37.8 3.3 40.3 40.9 4l.9 42.8 2.5 

60 17.7 18.5 19.3 20.0 2.3 22.3 22.6 23 .5 24.l l.8 

80 6.4 6.6 7.0 7.4 l.0 8.5 8.3 8.9 8.9 0.4 

ill 4.5 -1tJ\-!F~-1t.1t1\!F~:±l~~~Bi,tgj.$ 
Chart 4.5 Expectation of life at birth, 1981-1996 
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Compared with other countries/ 
territories, Hong Kong enjoys a very low 
mortality. The expectation of life at birth for 
both sexes are close to those low mortality 
countries like Japan, Switzerland and Sweden. 
(Table 4.9) 

~ 4.9 
Table 4.9 

~hA~~~~hhA~W~&~~~~L*~~~~~m~~~fflM.$ 
Expectation of life at birth for Hong Kong and selected low mortality 
economies, 1981-1996 

*~~ttMi 
Economy 

w=m; Hong Kong 
~~ (I) Germany(l) 

~~ US.A. 
~~ UK. 
WJa! Netherlands 
tll!I~ Norway 
fit1I± Switzerland 
fit1I!lt! Sweden 
B::$: Japan 

w=m; Hong Kong 
~~ US.A. 
~~ U.K. 
~~ (I) Germany(l) 

WJa! Netherlands 
tll!I~ Norway 
fit1I!lt! Sweden 
fit1I± Switzerland 
B::$: Japan 

w=m; Hong Kong 
fit1I!lt! Sweden 
~~ U.K. 
wOO Netherlands 
tll!I~ Norway 
~~ US.A. 
fit1I± Switzerland 
~~ Cl) Germany(l) 

B::$: Japan 

1981 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

~tl: 
Male 

72.3 74.1 74.2 74.4 74.2 74.6 75 .2 74.8 75.3 75 .7 76.0 76.3 
72.5 72.8 73 .0 N.A. 

70.4 7l.2 7l.4 7l.4 7l.7 7l.8 72.0 72.3 72.2 72.4 72.6 73 .0 
70.9 7l.9 72.3 72.4 72 .7 72 .9 73 .2 73 .6 73 .5 74.1 74.0 N.A. 
72.7 73.1 73 .5 73 .7 73 .7 73 .8 74.1 74.3 74.0 74.6 N.A. N.A. 
72 .7 72 .9 72.8 73. 1 73 .3 73.4 74.0 74.2 74.2 74.9 N.A. N.A. 
72 .6 73.6 73 .8 73.9 74.0 74.0 74.1 74.3 74.7 75 .1 75.3 75 .7 
73. 1 74.0 74.2 74.2 74.8 74.8 74.9 75 .4 75 .5 76.1 76.2 76.5 
73.8 75 .2 75 .6 75 .5 75 .9 75 .9 76.1 76.1 76.3 76 .6 76.4 77.0 

:;ctl: 
Female 

78.5 79.4 79.7 79.9 80.0 80.3 80.7 80.7 
77.8 78.2 78.3 78.3 78.5 78.8 78.9 79.1 
76.9 77.7 78.0 78.1 78.2 78.6 78.7 79.0 

79.3 79.6 80.1 80.2 79.9 80.1 80.2 80.3 
79.4 79.7 79 .6 79.6 79.9 79.8 80.1 80.3 
79.1 80.0 80.2 80.0 80 .6 80.4 80.5 80.8 
79.3 80.3 80.5 80.7 80.9 80.8 80.9 81 .2 
79.1 80.9 8l.4 81.3 8l.8 8l.8 82.1 82.2 

6.2 
6.0 
6.0 
6.6 
6.7 
7.4 
6.7 

5.3 

5.3 
6.0 
5.8 
6.5 
6.8 
7.0 
6.7 

5.7 

5.5 
6.0 
5.7 
6.6 
6.8 
6.9 
6.7 

5.8 

5.5 
5.8 
5.7 
6.5 
6.5 
6.9 
6.8 

5.8 

~He (:;C'1i - ~'Ii ) 
Difference (female - male) 

5.8 
5.8 
5.5 
6.2 
6.6 
6.8 
6.9 

5.9 

5.7 
5.6 
5.7 
6.3 
6.4 
7.0 
6.8 

5.9 

5.5 
5.6 
5.5 
6.1 
6.1 
6.9 
6.8 

6.0 

5.9 
5.4 
5.4 
6.0 
6.1 
6.8 
6.9 

6.1 

80.9 8l.5 8l.5 8l.8 
78.8 79.0 78 .9 79.0 
78.9 79.4 79.3 N.A. 
79.0 79.3 79.5 N.A. 
80.0 80.3 N.A. N.A. 
80 .3 80.6 N.A. N.A. 
80.8 8l.4 8l.5 8l.5 
8l.4 8l.6 8l.7 8l.9 
82 .5 83 .0 82.8 83 .6 

5.6 
5.3 
5.4 
6.0 
6.1 
6.6 
6.7 
6.5 
6.2 

5.8 5.5 5.5 
5.3 5.3 5.0 
5.3 5.3 N.A. 
5.7 N.A. N.A. 
5.7 N.A. N.A. 
6.6 6.3 6.0 
6.5 6.4 6.2 
6.5 6.5 N.A. 
6.4 6.4 6.6 

Note: (1) German Democratic Republic (East 
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Germany) and the Federal Republic of 
Germany (West Germany) united to form 
one State in October 1990. 
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~~+ ' 5t53U rWlJ~~~2fS~~~~+~ 11%' 
13%~ 19%o1£~I!i~f3{B(ElP1if3~+-f3) , 
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SEASONALITY OF DEATHS 

There is pronounced seasonality in the 
incidence of deaths. In general, mortality is far 
greater in the winter months of January through 
March where the cold weather apparently takes 
its toll on life. In the months of January, 
February and March of 1994-96 the daily 
average numbers of deaths were respectively 
11 %, 13% and 19% above the yearly average. 
In the warmer months of May through 
November, the daily average number of deaths 
were lower. (Table 4.10) 

1J€ 4.10 -nA-~A-~'-nAli£A~~' -nn~~n=~&-nn~~nA~~ 
J=}&~~~LAI'l 

Table 4.10 Monthly and quarterly incidence of deaths, 1981-83, 1985-87, 1990-92 and 
1994-96 

7ELAIH m1fZP:~~) m~(1) 

Number of deaths (yearly average) Index(l) 

FJ 
Month 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 

1 2494 2447 2826 2904 114 III 114 111 

2 2206 2 150 2600 2730 113 108 115 113 

3 2417 2385 2770 3 120 III 108 III 119 

4 2093 2205 2502 2753 100 104 104 108 

5 2 III 2 113 2345 2531 97 96 95 96 

6 1947 2 150 2293 2344 93 101 95 92 

7 2002 2 133 2360 2529 93 97 95 96 

8 2037 2030 2378 2433 94 92 96 92 

9 1903 1 835 2 181 2286 90 86 91 89 

10 1 955 2040 2251 2400 90 93 91 91 

11 1 984 2047 2304 2421 94 96 96 95 

12 2436 2492 2561 2732 113 113 104 104 

1-3 7117 6982 8 196 8754 113 110 114 114 

4-6 6 151 6468 7140 7628 97 100 98 99 

7-9 5942 5998 6919 7248 93 92 94 93 

10-12 6375 6579 7 116 7553 99 101 96 96 

1-12 25585 26027 29371 31 183 100 100 100 100 

tt~ : ( 1) -@I f:l/*1¥J~ B ZfS~I&W-~I¥J~ B ZfS~ Note : (1) Ratio of daily average for the 
I&l¥Jf§t1tt$(~~B~Ji) • month/quarter to daily average for the year 

(expressed in terms of 100). 
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Marriages and Divorces 

MARRJAGES 

The study of marriage behaviour 
enhances understanding of changes in fertility 
since the majority of childbearing among women 
in Hong Kong is channeled through marriage. 
Changes in the inclination of people, in particular 
women, towards marriage could have a 
significant impact on fertility. Moreover, the 
formation of new families through marriages has 
an important bearing on the growth of new 
households and hence on housing demand. 

In examining the time series data on 
marriages in Hong Kong, three factors should be 
borne in mind. First, before October 1971 , 
marriages could be contracted in accordance with 
Chinese customs or the Chinese Civil Code of 
1930. Statistics on the total number of 
marriages include those couples who were 
formerly married by customary procedures and 
had re-registered after October 1971 as well as 
those couples who married outside Hong Kong 
and had subsequently re-registered in Hong 
Kong. 

Second, intercensal estimates of the 
population by 'marital status are not available. 
Therefore marriage rates can only be calculated 
for the population censuslby-census years. The 
population denominator used in the various 
marriage rates for the population censuslby­
census years is affected by migration which 
means that caution must be exercised in 
comparing the rates over time . 

Finally, time series figures on marriages 
are affected by the tendency among some couples 
to avoid getting married in "blind years" in the 
Chinese lunar calendar. Conversely, there will 
be more couples marrying in auspicious years. 



~-ftA-~¥-ftft~~OO'~~~ 
~~ § l!~JJrf~lm~ 0 -ftft~~B~HHc~~~ 
§~ 37 045 *(m~+1:!!J§tti:{$ME~{ftIDrt~ 
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±) , ~-ftJ\-~EB~gc~+(50 756 *)T~ 
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Number of marriages registered 

There was a downward trend in the 
number of registered marriages from 1981 to 
1996. In 1996, 37 045 marriages were 
registered in Hong Kong, including the re­
registration of couples who were either 
customarily married or married outside Hong 
Kong. This constituted a fall of 27%, as 
compared with 50 756 registered marriages in 
1981 . (Table 5.1, Appendix Cl) 

~ 5.1 
Table 5.1 

-hA-~~-hhA~~~Jm~~~~§ 
Number of marriages by type of marriage, 1981-1996 

- :1Jf]]~~ffiJ ~ 
1:f ~:1Jrg~f]]~~ -:1JR~ ~:1JrgIlR~ JtftMli71U(I) ~H 
Year First marriage First marriage of Remarriage of Others(I) Total 

of both parties one party and both parties 
remarriage of 

other party 

1981 41 190 1 891 305 7370 50756 

1982 41554 1997 350 7566 51467 

1983 36537 2259 362 8620 47778 

1984 43660 2 276 368 7 105 53409 

1985 36346 2686 431 5593 45056 

1986 34088 2 781 552 5859 43280 

1987 39960 3 036 564 5001 48561 

1988 37380 3390 682 3786 45238 

1989 33959 3 528 727 5733 43947 

1990 37581 3786 830 4971 47 168 

1991 34522 3981 911 3 154 42568 

1992 38065 4311 882 2444 45702 

1993 34394 4286 918 2083 41 681 

1994 31 348 4328 981 1607 38264 

1995 32033 4246 1 041 1466 38786 

1996 29397 4689 1207 1 752 37045 

ttf¥ : ( 1) ~*~m~m~W9i1iVg~1j£f~f>ilJ~-fLt:;- Note : (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples 
1f.+ Fl *VJEWJ:t:Ew~J;) f!i!J.*1Cmfft~~*6Mj , who had either customarily married in 
.~ma~~*6~ 'M~MU~E~~~A Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform 
±. Ordinance was enacted in October 1971 or 

married outside Hong Kong. 
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While there was a decline in the total 
number of registered marriages, the number of 
remarriages rose significantly during the past 15 
years. In 1981 , such marriages amounted to 
4.3% of all marnages; by 1996 the 
corresponding percentage was 16%. The 
significant increase in the proportion of 
remarriages is largely due to the increasing rate 
of divorce and a high rate of remarriage among 
the divorced. (Table 5.1) 

Marriage rates 

In assessing the marriage trends, it is 
preferable to examine rates of marriage because 
the number of marriages are affected by 
changes in the age and marital composition of 
the population. The crude marriage rate 
relates the number of marriages in a particular 
year contracted by persons of a given sex to the 
estimated mid-year population of the same sex. 
The crude marriage rates for both male and 
female exhibited a continuous decline from 
1981 to 1996. Both the male and female 
crude marriage rates were 11 per 1 000 
population in 1996. (Table 5.2, Chart 5.1) 

For more in-depth analysis, the 
standardized marriage rates are computed to 
eliminate effects due to different age-sex 
structures of the population in different years 
under comparison. During 1981-1996, the 
standardized marriage rates for both sexes 
exhibited similar declining trends as the crude 
marriage rates. (Table 5.2) 



1f<. 5.2 
Table 5.2 

~1tJ\~~:¥~1t1tA~t1i1!l:}jIJI!5t~mt6.*&.~f~~* 
Crude and standardized marriage rates by sex, 1981-1996 

~tE 3ctt 
Male Female 

1f *ru5~$. ~~1tt5~$. *1lt5~$. ~~1tt5~$. 
Year Crude Standardized Crude Standardized 

marriage rate marriage rate marriage rate marriage rate 

(1ti:~-=f::g A 0 ~;W) 
(per 1 000 population) 

1981 16.1 16.1 17.5 17.5 
1982 16.1 15.8 17.4 17.2 
1983 14.2 l3.8 15.2 15.0 
1984 16.6 15.9 17.8 17.4 
1985 14.0 l3.4 15.0 14.6 
1986 13.2 12.5 14.0 13.6 
1987 15.2 14.3 16.1 15.8 
1988 14.4 l3.5 15.2 15.0 
1989 13.2 l2.5 13 .9 14.0 
1990 14.6 14.0 15.3 15.8 
1991 13 .6 l3.1 14.1 14.8 
1992 14.8 14.5 15.3 16.5 
1993 13 .4 13.2 13 .7 14.7 
1994 12.1 12.3 12.3 13.4 
1995 l2.1 12.4 12.2 l3.2 
1996 1l.2 11 .6 11 .2 12.2 

tt~: ~~1tt5~$.~t)-f1/\-1fADi¥J1fit,&tt53U 
5HfJ1~t51{'Fm~~ffiJ~ •• 

Note Standardized marriage rates are computed 
using the age-sex distribution for the 1981 
population as standard. 

1115.1 
Chart 5.1 

m*E9W$ 

~1tJ\~~:¥~1t1tA~t1i1!I:ml!5t~m~* 
Crude marriage rate by sex, 1981-1996 

Crude marriage rate 
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The crude marriage rate takes no 
account of changes in the population in the 
eligible age groups . for marriage and also 
includes marriages of different orders. A 
better way of examining annual marriage rates 
is through order-specific general marriage rates, 
or their constituent parts, age-specific marriage 
rates. These rates relate the number of 
individuals who get married in a particular year 
to the total number of persons in the eligible age 
groups. The focus is on individuals and not on 
couples, and thus first marriages are not 
confined to those in which the marriage is the 
first for both parties. A bachelor marrying a 
divorced woman will be included in the first 
marriage rate for men, while his wife will be 
included in the remarriage rate for women. 

During the period 1994-96, the 
marriage rate, i.e. the number of marriages per 
1 000 unmarried men or women aged 16 and 
over, was 40 for men and 37 for women, a fall 
of 17% and 33% respectively, when compared 
with 1981-83 . (Table 5.3, Appendix C2) 

F or first marriages, the marriage rates 
for both sexes decreased markedly in almost all 
age groups between 1981-83 and 1994-96. The 
marriage rate for bachelors aged 16 and over in 
1994-96 was 41 per 1 000 population as 
compared with 50 in 1981-83, representing a 
drop of 18%. The reduction for spinsters was 
even more striking. The first marriage rate of 
women in 1994-96 dropped by one-third as 
compared with that in 1981-83 . However, the 
age groups 30-34 and 25-29 remained as the 
peak age groups at first marriage for both men 
and women respectively. This reveals that the 
tendency for men to marry women younger than 
themselves persists. (Table 5.3, Appendix C2) 



~-ftA-~A=~~-ftft~~ft~ The remarriage rates for the widowed 

~~ '~~~~~~~~~$~L*o~-ft and divorced men and women rose from 1981-
ft~~ft~~llft~~tE~~~~IM'§'J.lU~ 30-34 83 to 1994-96. The peak age groups at 

~ , ffiJ~tHW~ 25-29 ~ , W*~t~~:tc~§fOJ 0 remarriage in 1994-96 were 30-34 years for 

ili~mE~@~~ttt:fJDij r"f!J.~~$L* 0 (~ men and 25-29 for women, which were the 

5.3 '~fI< C2 ) same as those for the bachelors and spinsters. 
The rising of remarriage rates is a consequence 
of the significant increase in divorces in recent 
years. (Table 5.3, Appendix C2) 

1€ 5.3 -hA-~~~~-h~A~~~-hft~~h=~&-hh~~hA 
~~~~~~.m»Jm~~~* 

Table 5.3 Marriage rates by previous marital status and age group, 1981-83, 1985-
87, 1990-92 and 1994-96 

~iltiWi¥J ~it*ll73U 
ilttzf&il7\~ Age GrouE 
Previous marital ~ *,'!!gt(1) 
status Year 16-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-44 45+ Overall (1) 

(~~f::gt13ImADgf.) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

*iIt~tt 1981-83 3 39 114 121 60 12 50 
Bachelors 1985-87 2 28 95 109 66 13 47 

1990-92 2 26 87 110 65 19 49 
1994-96 2 21 68 87 58 16 41 

*iIt:£z:tt 1981-83 16 102 174 118 64 6 74 
Spinsters 1985-87 10 73 142 100 49 9 66 

1990-92 10 71 127 86 40 14 65 
1994-96 8 52 94 65 27 8 48 

lUiIt~tEI 1981-83 0 27 116 168 89 9 25 

!ftl* 1985-87 0 47 114 136 93 9 26 
Divorced men! 1990-92 0 35 168 209 129 13 39 

widowers 1994-96 0 26 92 140 100 14 36 

lUiIt:£z:ttl 1981-83 0 133 201 115 38 6 _Ym 
1985-87 9 199 240 114 39 8 

Divorced women! 1990-92 0 199 306 165 51 12 
widows 1994-96 0 120 193 118 39 11 

pJT~~tE 1981-83 3 38 114 123 63 11 48 
All males 1985-87 2 28 95 110 70 10 45 

1990-92 2 26 87 113 73 15 49 
1994-96 2 21 69 89 65 15 40 

PJT~:£z:tE 1981-83 16 102 174 117 51 1 55 
All females 1985-87 10 74 144 101 45 2 48 

1990-92 10 71 130 93 43 3 49 
1994-96 8 53 96 69 30 2 37 

ttf.l! : (I) f~!f.1fj 16 ~.&P)...t.A9A± • Note ( 1 ) Refers to persons aged 16 and over. 
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Marriage timing 

As increasingly more men and women 
stayed longer in education, started to work 
later, and had children at older ages, the median 
age at marriage increased for first and 
subsequent marriages for both bridegrooms and 
brides in the past 15 years. The median ages 
at marriage were 31 years for men and 28 years 
for women in 1996, increasing from 28 years 
and 25 years respectively in 1981. (Table 5.4) 

First marriage 

F or first marriages, the median ages 
for both bachelors and spinsters had risen 
steadily over time despite the fact that the peak 
age groups remained unchanged during the past 
15 years. In 1996, the median age at first 
marriage was 30 years for bridegrooms and 27 
years for brides. Fifteen years ago, 
corresponding median ages were both about 
three years younger. (Table 5.4, Chart 5.2) 

1i 5.4 -hA-~~-hhA~~OO~~~~~~~.~m~ 
Table 5.4 Median age at marriage by previous marital status, 1981-1996 

~~~ ~~ 
. Bridegrooms Brides 

Sf: *ilt~'11 ~7c mtilt~'I1 :ttft!!,(l) PJT1f~~~ *ilt:tc'l1 ~Mff mtilt:tc'l1 ~ft!!,(I ) PJT1f~P~ 
Year Bachelors Widowers Divorced Others(1) All bride- Spinsters Widows Divorced Others(1 ) All brides 

men grooms women 

1981 27.0 50.7 36.3 48.7 28.1 23 .9 39.9 30.8 43 .6 24.7 
1982 27 .2 50.8 35.3 49.9 28.2 24.2 41.8 30.9 44.9 25 .0 
1983 27.4 53 .1 35.6 51.7 28.7 24.4 38.7 31.3 47.4 25 .5 
1984 27.5 51.0 35.6 52.5 28.4 24 .7 36.9 30.8 48.1 25.4 
1985 27.6 51.9 36.5 52 .7 28.5 24 .9 36.7 30.8 48.2 25 .7 
1986 28.0 53.1 36.5 53.5 29.0 25.3 38.7 31.4 49.0 26 .2 
1987 28.3 52.5 36.7 55.9 28.5 25.6 38.7 31.8 51.6 25.8 
1988 28.6 51.3 37.1 58.5 29.3 25 .8 39.7 32.3 54.5 26.5 
1989 28.7 54.9 37.6 62.0 29.8 26.1 39.9 32.5 57.7 27.0 
1990 28.9 53 .2 37.4 62.5 29.9 26.3 40.1 32.6 58.5 27.1 
1991 29.1 53 .6 37.7 63 .8 30.0 26.2 40.4 33 .2 59.5 27.0 
1992 29.4 53 .1 37.9 63 .8 30.1 26.3 39.2 33 .2 59.7 27.0 
1993 29.6 51.4 38.4 64.1 30.4 26.5 40.2 33.2 60.1 27.2 
1994 29.6 51.7 38.5 64.2 30.4 26.5 40.2 33 .5 60.4 27.2 
1995 30.0 52.5 39.1 64.6 30.7 26.9 39.7 33 .9 60.6 27.5 
1996 30.0 50.8 39.2 65.8 31.0 26.9 40.7 33.8 61.5 27.6 

tt" : 0) ~~.m~.m~~N~.~mft-At-~+ Note: (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who 
~~~M~~~~~~~~~~~m,~~.~~ had either customarily married in Hong Kong 
!lMMii ' PJTP). ftiitiA:\Uc=FMi¥JA± • before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside 
Hong Kong. 
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Chart 5.2 Median age at first marriage, 1981-1996 

if: jfl tp ill ~ 
Median age 

32 ,------------------------------------------------------------. 

30 

28 

26 

24 

22 

~tt 
Male 

3z::tt 
Female 

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

~-ftA-~~-ftft~~M,~tt~ 

W~~~*lli~~~~~~~~3~ o M~*~ 
~±W~;!t~~~~_T*5~~B5tttji1JD ' m* 
~~±W~:jt:~'~~~_T*5~~B5ttt~:J; ' IZ9 
ffiHfEf:.:fl£WH'Fffl 0 (~5 . 5 ' I! 5.3 ' !)f1i1< C2 ) 
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The difference between the two sexes 
in their median ages at first marriage remained 
relatively constant at around 3 years throughout 
1981 to 1996. This is brought about by the 
counter balancing effect of a decrease in the 
proportion of bachelors marrying younger 
wives and an increase in the proportion of 
bachelors marrying older wives. (Table 5.5 , 
Chart 5.3, Appendix C3) 



1fc. 5.5 
Table 5.5 

1f: 
Year 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

-hA-~~-hhA~*.~tt~*~tt~.~~~~~. 
Age difference between bachelors and spinsters when married, 1981 - 1996 

*~i~II1W*~tt9:'I1*s~i(f-fi¥JfF.~~~ El 7ttt 
Percentage of age difference between bachelors and spinsters when married 

3tx~JtT-1f:~ 3txW~T-1f:!iM§1OJ 3t7(~~TfF.~ 
husbands older than wives husbands and wives of same age husbands younger than wives 

77.8 9.8 12.5 
77.3 9.8 13 .0 
76.3 10.1 13 .6 
76.1 10.2 13.7 
75 .1 10.6 14.3 
74.9 10.5 14.5 
74.7 10.6 14.7 
74.9 10.6 14.5 
74.5 10.8 14.7 
74.0 10.8 15 .2 
73 .9 10.5 15 .6 
74.7 10.3 15 .0 
74.3 10.4 15.3 
73 .6 10.6 15 .9 
73 .2 11.0 15 .8 
72.5 10.8 16.7 

l1li5.3 -hA-~~-hhA~*.~tt~*~tt~.~~~~~. 
Chart 5.3 Age difference between bachelors and spinsters when married, 1981-1996 

B7Tl:t 
Percentage 

100 

75 
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3tx~~T-1f:~ 
husbands younger than wives 

3txW~T-IOJ1f: 
husbands and wives of same age 

3tx~~T-1f:~ eP~ 5 1f:) 
husbands older than wives 
(less than 5 years) 

3tx~~T-1f:~ (51f:&t)k) 
husbands older than wives 
(5 years and more) 



7t;ffT~~~RJ@Ttl~l¥Jifrt~*~~~f!- ' fjg~ -* 7mMf~iHj~ 0 :(£~~ , ~fUm*~~±:& 
~±I¥J~WfiJJr:&~~{'F~A ~U;ffT 0 

:(£- n)\ -iF~-nn7\iFrd] , 1W~/J\ 
~~P)-V~WI¥J~~' mJ]~iF~${~~ijf1JD7 
2.5~5 .9a'W1W~$~~U~~WI¥J~~' 
~~7t$iJJr~,~M ' {!!~ l.9 ~ 2.7 a 0 (~ 
5.6 ) 

~~~W~NI¥J~~~g~I¥J.~. 
~o~~'1W~*~/*.~WI¥JA±,mJ]~ 
iF~$lli~8~~*~'R~.Mf~I¥J~~~ 
* 0 ftMr~l¥JfJ]~iF~${:sL~~~1W~~{~~WI¥J 
A± 0 *~:tz:t1I¥Ji~J~A:~m~ , 1W~*~/* 
.~WI¥J*~~~t1~.R~~/J\~~WI¥9*~:tz: 
t1.~k0 2 iF 0 (~ 5 .6) 

An analysis on the socio-economic 
background of the bridegrooms and brides can 
provide further insight into the marriage 
behaviour. In this regard, the educational 
attainment and occupation of the bachelors and 
spinsters are studied in detail. 

Between 1981 and 1996, the median 
age at first marriage of men and women with 
primary or lower education increased by 2.5 to 
5.9 years, whilst the increase in median age for 
those with secondary or higher education was 
relatively smaller, by 1.9 to 2.7 years. (Table 
5.6) 

There was a strong tendency for 
men and women with lower educational levels 
towards later marriages. The median age at 
first marriage for those university/post­
secondary educated persons was already at a 
high level, thus rendering it unlikely for them to 
defer marriage further. Their median age at 
first marriage was higher than that of their 
counterparts with lower educational levels. In 
particular, the differential was most marked 
among spinsters, with those university/post­
secondary educated marrying almost 2 years 
later than those with primary education. 
(Table 5.6) 

:a 5.6 ~hA~~'~hAA~' ~hh-~&~hhA~~ft~.~~.~~~ 
fiLft 

Table 5.6 Median age at first marriage by educational attainment, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 
1996 

~tt: :tz:tt: 
Male Female 

~WfjJJt 
Educational 
attainment 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 

*~/.l:~W 28.2 29.1 29.6 30.6 26.4 27.2 27.7 28.3 
University/ 

Post -secondary 

cp~ 26.8 27.5 28 .6 29.5 23 .9 24.9 25.8 26.5 
Secondary 

IJ\~ 27.0 28 .8 31.7 32.9 23.4 25 .8 27.4 26.5 
Primary 

*~~w/i;;IJm~ 28 .2 28.6 32.8 31.8 24.3 26.4 29.1 26.8 
No schooling! 

kindergarten 
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ft~~~~~~~-~W~N~~~~ 
A±M~W~-~MA±~~~~NoD~~~ 
'&D~~{OO:WRUm~{oo: (t!P®~pJT1§ A±f.f~9~ 
1~1§~55U~m~'I1JRT) ~ttf§lJ~JU~pg o;g: 
ttf§lJrWU~ 100 ~U{~~A{r'W~-~~iii±tu~~ 
I9'~MA±~~!¥J{I;j~~rWU ,ffij{l&~ 100 ~U&B)I(~§ 

&'I1JR 0 ~~~® ttf§lJ~~*'IEtXV!tr~~JU~tXV!tr 
tl~.::..o 

ft~*~~~f.f~.~~~~~~'& 
B)l(AmW~-~ff~N~A±~~~M~mg 
r.!~ , ~ffl~Nl&{l&~A±:1L~ 0 ft- nni\1f:1§ 
lJm~fffllN~~*~~~' ;1tf.f~.~~ttf§lJ~ 
~~ 360 ' 120 ' 742 '.& 4 740 ,-a-~~:lFf.f 

~~~~ttf§lJ~rWU 0 (~5 . 7 ) 

EI3~A{r'~~ffW~~1§1N*IJm~ , ffij 
W~-1T~~A±1'Fjfd:3(mmn~~1!f ' ~W;1tft!! 
1T~~A±~rWU 'i&JjMAmW~-1T~A±~ 
~~~1!f~rWU°~~W~N~ffilJmtt~ff~~ 
rWU°ft-nni\1f:1§IJm~~~~*~~~,;1tf.f 
~~~~ttf§lJ~~~ 153 ' 135 ' 230,,& 325 ' 

-a-~~:lFf.f~~~~ttf§lJ~rWU 0 (~5 . 8) 

63 

An attempt is made here to examine 
the extent to which persons of a particular 
educational or occupational level marry persons 
of a similar level. Both the observed figures 
and the ratios of the observed values to the 
"expected" values, which are derived on the 
assumption that persons marry without any 
preference, are presented. A ratio above 100 
indicates a greater than "expected" tendency to 
marry persons of a particular socio-economic 
status, and vice versa for a ratio below 100. 
Technical details on the computation of these 
ratios are given in Technical Note Ill. 

There was a strong preference for 
persons of a given educational background to 
marry persons with the same background; this is 
seen in the ratios along the diagonals of the 4 x 
4 contingency tables. The preference to marry 
a partner of the same educational background 
was the strongest among the least educated 
persons. In 1996, the ratios along the diagonal 
of the 4 x 4 contingency table on educational 
attainment were 360, 120, 742 and 4 740, 
which were basically greater than the off­
diagonal ratios. (Table 5.7) 

A high level of marriage between 
persons in the same occupational group is 
expected given that there is a high correlation 
between people's education and their 
occupation and that persons from similar 
occupational groups are more likely to meet and 
mix socially than are persons from markedly 
different occupational groups. However, the 
correlation for occupation is not as strong as 
that for educational attainment. In 1996, the 
ratios along the diagonal of the 4 x 4 
contingency table on occupation were 153, 135, 
230 and 325, which were basically greater than 
the off-diagonal ratios. (Table 5.8) 
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Table 5.7 Number of first marriages by educational attainment of bridegrooms and 
brides, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

~9~i¥J~WWJ3r 
Educational attainment of brides 

if ~Jl!~i¥J~WWJ3r *~/W..t~W r:p~ 
*~~W/ 

~H /J\~ YJJff£~ 
Year Educational attainment Universi%1 Secondary Primary No schooling! Total 

of bridegrooms Post-secon ary kindergarten 

1981 *~/W..t~W 1687 2328 126 3 4144 
U niversitylPost -secondary 
r:p~ 318 16721 6026 144 23209 
Secondary 
/J\~ 15 3065 9502 582 13 164 
Primary 

*~~W /YJJff£~ 2 43 170 428 643 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

*I!!lit 2022 22157 15824 1 157 41 160 
Total 

1986 *~/WJ::.~W 2062 2665 70 2 4799 
U niversitylPost -secondary 
$~ 407 19019 3070 82 22578 
Secondary 
/J\~ 20 2216 3845 247 6328 
Primary 

*~~W/YJJff£~ 22 59 262 344 
No schoolinglkindergarten 
km~ 2490 23922 7044 593 34049 
Total 

1991 *~/WJ::.~W 2861 3064 41 1 5967 
U niversitylPost -secondary 
$~ 684 21250 1947 54 23935 
Secondary 
/J\~ 28 1917 2232 151 4328 
Primary 

*~~W/YJJff£~ 3 36 53 174 266 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

*I!!lit 3576 26267 4273 380 34496 
Total 

1996 *~/WJ::.~W 3901 2780 34 5 6720 
U niversitylPost -secondary 
$~ 817 18579 827 79 20302 
Secondary 
IJ\~ 23 933 1088 107 2151 
Primary 

*~~W/YJJff£~ 2 59 55 108 224 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

*I!!lit 4743 22351 2004 299 29397 
Total 
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Table 5.7 (Cont'd.) Number of first marriages by educational attainment of bridegrooms 
and brides, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

~~I¥J~W~ll 
Educational attainment of brides 

*~~~/ 
if: ~e~I¥J~Wmll jd~/W..t~JC~ cp~ /J\~ XI.Jfl~ 
Year Educational attainment Universi%/ Secondary Primary No schooling! 

of bridegrooms Post -secon ary kindergarten 

ft~~{i!~§f;j1JUI}j~{i!l¥Jtt{91J x 100 
Ratio of observed values to expected values x 100 

198 1 *~/W..t~W 829 104 8 # 
University/Post-secondary 
cp~ 28 134 68 22 
Secondary 
/J\~ # 43 188 157 
Primary 

*~~W/XI.Jfl~ 6 12 69 2368 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

1986 *~/W..t~W 588 79 7 # 
University /Post -secondary 
cp~ 25 120 66 21 
Secondary 
/J\~ # 50 294 224 
Primary 

*~~W/};I]ff£~ # 9 83 4373 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

1991 *~/W..t~W 463 67 6 # 
U niversity/Post -secondary 
cp~ 28 117 66 20 
Secondary 
/J\~ 6 58 416 317 
Primary 

*~~W/};I]ff£~ 11 18 161 5938 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

1996 *~/W..t~W 360 54 7 7 
University /Post ~secondary 
cp~ 25 120 60 38 
Secondary 
/J\~ 7 57 742 489 
Primary 

*~~w/YJJm~ 6 35 360 4740 
No schoolinglkindergarten 

[!:f.;: # ft9:mft~~.I¥JH/J\ . FJTt).Ml~lHt.tt{91J 0 Note # Ratios are not computed because the 
number of observations is small. 

65 



1!c. 5.8 ~h/\~~ ,. ~h/\1\~ ,. ~hh~~&~fLh1\~mfift~JJdfif4l(J9.~I!5ttmJJ 
flfiftlEl 

Table 5.8 Number of first marriages by occupation of bridegrooms and brides, 1981, 
1986, 1991 and 1996 

!fJT~i¥J~~ 
Occupation of brides 

W~:& 3t~, ~m~:& ~iI::&~F 
~ ~Ji!~i¥J~~ 1=ril&*&A~ g~~I{'FA~ ~~jIA ;ttftl! *~gt 
Year Occupation of Professional, Clerical, sales Production and Others Total 

bridegrooms administrative and services elementary 
and executive occupations 

1981 W~:&rril&*&A~ 1463 2073 459 397 4392 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
3t~ , m~:&g~~I{'FA~ 792 6022 4368 2 147 13 329 
Clerical, sales and services 
~iI::&~F~fJ~j IA 368 3090 14115 3600 21 173 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;ttftl! 110 470 874 842 2296 
Others 
~~lit 2733 11 655 19816 6986 41 190 
Total 

1986 W~:& rril&*&A~ 1954 2750 377 359 5440 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
3t~ ,m~:&g~~I{'FA~ 966 7388 3 137 1468 12959 
Clerical, sales and services 
~iI::&~F~~jIA 366 3369 7814 1623 13172 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;!tftl! 149 830 897 641 2517 
Others 
~~gt 3435 14337 12 225 4091 34088 
Total 

1991 w.~:& rril&*&A~ 2600 3496 203 465 6764 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
3t~ , m~:&g~~I{'FA~ 1 185 9212 1 311 1912 13 620 
Clerical, sales and services 
~iI::&~F~~jIA 479 5596 3097 2099 11 271 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;ttftl! 192 1 339 470 866 2867 
Others 
~~gt 4456 19643 5081 5342 34522 
Total 

1996 W~:&rril&*&A~ 6773 6268 380 1333 14754 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
3t~ , m~:&g~~I{'FA~ 1082 4592 221 953 6848 
Clerical, sales and services 
~iI::&~F~~~jIA 730 3387 731 1602 6450 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;!tftl! 208 342 116 679 1345 
Others 
~~lit 8793 14589 1448 4567 29397 
Total 
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Table 5.8 (Cont'd.) Number of first marriages by occupation of bridegrooms and brides, 
1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

~Y~i¥J~~ 
Occupation of brides 

:5;Cjji , ~j1lf:!L& ~~:&~F 
if ~~~i¥J~~ W~:& fTiBI:*&Ajji ~~~I{'FAjji 1i~jIA ~ft!! 
Year Occupation of Professional, Clerical, sales and Production and Others 

bridegrooms administrative services elementary 
and executive occupations 

1!l~1f(1iM§Jj1JUmIf(100:i¥Jtt171J x 100 
Ratio of observed values to expected values x 100 

1981 W~:& fTiBI:*&Ajji 502 167 22 53 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
:5;Cjji , ~f1~:&~~~I{'FAjji 90 160 68 95 
Clerical, sales and services 
~~:&~F1i~jIA 26 52 139 100 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;1tft!! 72 72 79 216 
Others 

1986 W~:& fTiBI:*&Ajji 356 120 19 55 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
:5;Cjji , ~~:&ij~~I{'FAjji 74 136 67 94 
Clerical, sales and services 
~~:&~F1i~jIA 28 61 165 103 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;1tft!! 59 78 99 212 
Others 

1991 W~:&fTiBI:*&A~ 298 91 20 44 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
:5;Cjji , ~~:&ij~mI{'FA~ 67 119 65 91 
Clerical, sales and services 
~~:&~F1ifl~jIA 33 87 187 120 
Production and elementary 

occupations 

~ft!! 52 82 111 195 
Others 

1996 W~:& fTiBI:*&Ajji 153 86 52 58 
Professional, administrative 

and executive 
:5;Cjji , ~f1~:&~~~I{'FAjji 53 135 66 90 
Clerical, sales and services 
~kfi:&~F1i~jIA 38 106 230 160 
Production and elementary 

occupations 
;1tft!! 52 51 175 325 
Others 
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-tmpfff+ ' ¥}~if:Ilir:p{lL~jj~1J]~!q:: 
1lir:p{lL~~ , /fmfB:!13:9::f:S]~tlDltt 0 ~~~~ , 

.~~w~!q::Ilir:pm~~-ftA-!q::~-ftft 
A!q::ra~m1@J~ 50 ~ , ffiJ;JJ~~~Um1@J~ 40 ~ 0 

RJW3ra~ , ~~:!13'1:1~W~!q::Ilir:p{lL~~ 36 ~ttf 
~ 39 ~ , ffiJft~:9:tE~if:Ilir:p{lL~~UE13 31 ~ttf 
~ 34 ~ 0 m~:tE~~ 15 !q::~fHM:f:S]~ 3 !q:: 0 

(~5.4 ) 

~~-nnAif:~~~&~L$rr.~ 
B~W3~~~$ , ~jjl~~=j:JU~~5 . 9 0 B~W3 
~~~$~ng:ff5&ti!!f~~JJ!4-~1J]~$~~L 
$ , ~~7G:tE~®1J]~~~L$/f~~J~bL""f ' 
~~**~J~bL 0 ~~~f~~-~!f,f~~tC$ 
m~, IZ9ltt/fng{'Fm.m 0 ~~~~Ilft~ C4 & 
C5 ' ffiJ~*IH~m~&V!trJif+~UfU~&V!trtt~ 
[g o 

:tE.~!q::Ili~L~ill~.&~.$+~ 
{It ' ~=j:mi7G:!13t£:tEili~~~W!q::1li 50 ~ra~~ 
L~B~tt.~~ 2.5% ' ffiJ~t1~U~ 1.5% 0 1N~ 
-ftftAif:~W~&~L.$ft**~,~~ 
1~:ffAD~~~J~bL' m-;§t~m~~W!q::1li 50 
~~1J]~:!13~r:p{J!:ff 250 A~L ' 7 621 AB~ 
Et.. 2 129 A.& 0 :9:1'1~f:t~~=j:~ 146 A. ' 
7 243 A.Et.. 2 611 A 0 -M:ff~~m~~~*~ 
~~~J[j:~:!13t1~~ , iJRlZ9:ff= : (i):tEr:p~P'gti!! 
~~~:!13±ttf:tJD' &(ii)AD r:p~fl§71i~:9:t1Yi­
~*~1JII 0 (~5 .9' 1lf>J~ C4 & C5 ) 
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Remarriage 

As expected, the median age at 
remarriage was considerably higher than that at 
first marriage for both men and women. For 
those who were widowed before, the median 
age at remarriage fluctuated at 50 years for 
widowers and 40 years for widows during 
1981-1996. In the same period, the median 
age increased from 36 years to 39 years for 
divorced men and from 31 years to 34 years for 
divorced women. This represents an increase 
of 3 years in the past 15 years for both divorced 
men and women. (Table 5.4) 

Period net nuptiality 

Table 5.9 shows some summary 
figures obtained from a period net nuptiality 
table computed on the basis of the marriage and 
mortality rates for 1996. A net nuptiality table 
is a useful way of summarizing current first 
marriage and mortality rates and showing what 
would happen if they continued unchanged into 
the future . It follows that the table is 
constructed from a particular set of rates and 
hence it should not be used as a projection. 
The full table is given in Appendices C4 and CS, 
and technical details on its construction is given 
in Technical Note IV. 

The probability of dying single during 
the prime marriageable ages is now remote and 
the figures show that about 2.5% of males and 
1.5% of females die between birth and exact 
age 50. If the 1996 first marriage and death 
probabilities were to continue into the future 
and the population were closed to migration, 
there will be 250 persons died, 7 621 persons 
married and 2 129 persons remained single up 
to exact age 50 among every 0 000 male 
babies born. The corresponding figures for 
females are 146, 7 243 and 2 611 . It is 
interesting to note that the proportion of never 
married women was slightly higher than that of 
men. There are two reasons for this 
phenomenon, viz. (i) the increasing number of 
men marrying in the mainland of China and, (ii) 
the inclusion of a large number of female 
foreign domestic helpers in the population. 
(Table 5.9, Appendices C4 & CS) 
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Table 5.9 

-nnA~~~mm~~~~~ 
Summary of net nuptiality by sex, 1996 

:if:~ 
Age 

(x) 

16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

!il3tt 
Male 

:tE1ii!l7.Jif:~ x~{r5AOi¥Jtt$ 
(t1i:e 10 000 ~~) 

Proportion of persons (per 10 000) 
who will by exact age x 

:tEIiiWif:~ 50 

~lWJ!tf.*E~ 
i¥Jx~A±i8 
9lUE~i¥J2jS ~ 

if:~ 
Meannwnber 
of years until 
marriage for 

those at age x 
~~~!t 
die single 

il*!l!*E~ tt**E91J who marry 
ever marry never marry before exact 

age 50 
(Ex) (Sx) (rx) 

:P:tt 
Female 

:tE1iil7.J:if:1('; x ~{r5AOi¥Jtt$ 
(t1i:e 10 000 H~) 

Proportion of persons (per 10 000) 
who will by exact age x 

:tE1iil7.J:if:1('; 50 
fjllNJ!tf1lt*E~ 
i¥JxfjlA±28 
.*E~i¥J2jS~ 

:if:~ 
Mean nwnber 
of years until 
marriage for 

those at age x 
~~~!t 
die single 

tt~*E9~ tt**E~ who marry 
ever marry never marry before exact 

age 50 
(Ex) (Sx) (rx) 

iQ. m"Hi~!l! • .:r: 

70 

72 
76 

81 
88 
95 

101 
109 
115 
121 
128 
137 
144 
148 
152 
157 
160 
165 
169 
174 
178 
182 
186 
190 
194 
199 
204 
210 
215 
220 
226 
232 
237 
244 
250 

o 
1 

7 

36 
74 

130 
271 
441 
677 
992 

1 387 
1 869 
2 408 
2 963 
3 499 
3 998 
4 446 
4 896 
5 314 
5 671 
5 957 
6 200 
6 454 
6 653 
6 815 
6 954 
7 080 
7 183 
7 276 
7 353 
7 409 
7 479 
7 529 
7 576 
7 621 

Including foreign domestic helpers 

9 930 
9 927 
9 917 
9 883 
9 838 
9 775 
9 628 
9 450 
9 208 
8 887 
8 485 
7 994 
7 448 
6 889 
6 349 
5 845 
5 394 
4 939 
4 517 
4 155 
3 865 
3 618 
3 360 
3 157 

2 991 
2 847 
2 716 
2 607 
2 509 
2 427 
2 365 
2 289 
2 234 
2 180 
2 129 

15 .5 
14.5 
13.5 
12.6 
1l.6 
10.7 
9.9 
9.2 
8.4 
7.8 
7.3 
6.9 
6.5 
6.2 
6.0 
5.7 
5.5 
5.3 
5.2 
5.0 
4.8 
4.5 
4.4 
4.2 
3.9 

3.6 
3.4 
3.0 
2.7 
2.3 
l.8 
1.5 
l.0 
0.5 
0.0 
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60 
62 
64 
65 
68 
72 
75 
78 
81 
84 
86 
88 

. 90 

92 
94 
95 
97 
99 

100 
102 
104 
106 
108 
110 
113 
115 
118 
121 
124 
127 

131 
134 
138 
142 
146 

o 
24 

64 
147 
276 
430 
853 

1288 
1 791 
2318 
2928 
3554 
4146 
4683 
5127 
5467 
5776 
6027 
6236 
6391 
6526 
6641 
6724 
6800 
6870 
6931 
6991 
7036 
7076 
7110 
7137 
7161 
7 191 
7222 
7243 

9940 
9914 
9872 
9788 
9656 
9498 
9072 
8634 
8 128 
7598 
6986 
6358 
5764 
5225 
4779 
4438 
4127 
3874 
3664 
3507 
3370 
3253 
3 168 
3090 
3017 
2954 
2891 
2843 
2800 
2763 

2732 
2705 
2671 
2636 
2611 

12.1 
1l.l 
10.2 
9.3 
8.5 
7.7 
7.1 
6.6 
6.2 
5.8 
5.5 
5.4 
5.3 
5.4 
5.4 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.2 
5.1 
4 .9 

4.6 
4.4 
4.1 
3.8 
3.6 
3.2 
2.9 
2.5 
2.0 
1.4 
0.9 
0.5 
0.0 
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Table 5.9 (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality by sex, 1996 

ifOlIfl 
Age 

(x) 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

9511: 
Male 

tEliiWifOlIfl x ~ft5ADi¥Jtt$ 
(l3i:~ 10 000 ff~) 

Proportion of persons (per 10 000) 
who will by exact age x 

tEliiWifO~ 50 
~lNJItf.*E~ 
i¥Jx~A±i€ 
.*E~i¥J2jS~ 

ifOti 
Mean number 
of years Wltil 
marriage for 

those at age x 
fEllif~Jt 
die single 

tt*!l!*E~1 f;'E**E~1 who marry 
ever marry never marry before exact 

age 50 
(Ex) (Sx) (rx) 

~11: 
Female 

;fi:liiWifOlIfl x ~ft5AD i¥Jtt$ 
(l3i:~ 10 000 ff~) 

Proportion of persons (per 10 000) 
who will by exact age x 

;fi:liiWifOlIfl 50 

~lNJltftr*E~ 
i¥Jx~A±i€ 
.*E~i¥J2jS~ 

ifOti 
Mean number 
of years Wltil 
marriage for 

those at age x 
fE~~~ 
die single 

tt*!l!*E~1 f;'E**E~ who marry 
ever marry never marry before exact 

age 50 
(Ex) (Sx) (rx) 

>f§m9!-~~A!{\fI 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

70 
72 
76 
81 
88 
95 

101 
109 
115 
121 
128 
137 
144 
148 
152 
157 
160 
164 

168 
173 
177 
181 
185 
189 

193 
198 
203 
209 
214 

219 
225 
231 
236 
242 
248 

o 

7 
36 
74 

130 
272 
442 
678 
993 

1390 
1874 
2417 
2975 
3515 
4017 
4468 
4921 
5342 
5703 
5992 
6238 
6495 
6696 
6860 
7001 
7129 
7233 
7326 
7403 
7459 
7529 
7579 
7626 
7670 

9930 
9927 
9917 
9883 
9838 
9775 
9627 
9449 
9207 
8886 
8482 
7989 
7439 
6877 
6333 
5826 
5372 
4915 
4490 
4124 
3831 
3581 
3320 
3115 
2947 
2801 
2668 
2558 
2460 
2378 
2316 
2240 
2 185 
2132 
2082 

15.5 
14.5 
13.5 
12.6 
11.7 
10.7 
9.9 
9.2 
8.4 
7.8 
7.3 
6.9 
6.5 
6.2 
6.0 
5.7 
5.5 
5.3 
5.1 

5.0 
4.8 
4.5 
4.4 
4.2 
3.9 
3.6 
3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

2.3 
1.8 
1.5 

1.0 
0.5 
0.0 

70 

60 
62 
64 

65 
68 
72 
75 
78 
81 
84 
86 
88 
90 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
104 
105 
107 
109 
110 
112 
114 
116 
118 
120 
122 

o 
24 
64 

149 
285 
448 
903 

1 385 
1 961 
2575 
3318 
4 118 
4884 
5535 
6070 
6481 
6843 
7142 
7391 
7567 
7741 
7890 
7998 
8101 
8215 
8306 
8394 
8445 
8495 
8527 

8556 
8578 
8604 
8629 
8646 

9940 
9914 
9872 
9786 
9647 
9480 
9022 
8537 
7958 
7341 
6 '596 

5794 
5026 
4373 
3837 
3425 
3062 
2762 
2512 
2335 
2160 
2010 
1 901 
1 797 

1 681 
1589 
1499 
1446 
1 395 
1 361 
1330 
1306 
1278 
1 251 
1232 

12.3 
11.3 
10.3 
9.4 
8.6 
7.8 
7.2 
6.6 
6.1 
5.7 
5.4 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.2 
5.2 
5.1 
5.0 
4 .7 
4.5 
4.3 
4.0 
3.6 
3.5 
3.3 
3.2 
2.9 
2.7 

2.3 
1.9 
1.4 
0.9 
0.5 
0.0 
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Cohort nuptiality 

The analysis above has been based on 
marriages taking place in given years. 
However, the effects of varying marriage rates 
can also be shown by considering the marriage 
experience of persons born in a given year and 
by following them through to before exact age 
50 and measuring the proportions of persons 
married at particular ages. This is termed 
cohort analysis and this is generally more stable 
than period analysis. 

Table 5.10 presents the proportions of 
particular birth cohorts who had married by 
given age. The figures are most readily 
understood by looking down the columns and 
comparing the proportions who have married at 
given ages among different cohorts. Several 
approximations were made when constructing 
cohort tables and the figures are best considered 
as orders of magnitude instead of precise 
quantities . The full cohort table is given in 
Appendix C6 and technical details on its 
construction are in Technical Note V. 

The proportion of ever-married men 
and women at the prime marriageable ages 
declined significantly in the young cohorts. 
For those men born in 1926, more than half of 

. them (52%) were ever-married before reaching 
exact age 27. This proportion dropped 
markedly in the younger cohorts and the 
corresponding figures for males born in 1956 
and 1966 were 38% and 22% respectively. This 
phenomenon is also observed on that of the 
women. (Table 5.10) 



~-~oo' ~tt&~tt~~~~.~~ 
~~.~*Rft.~.o~mW~.50 aM 
~,~~~.~*~-ft=~~ili~~tt~ 
92% ' ~.¥-ft[9~~ili~~t1~ 83% 0 ~­

ft=~1f¥-ft[9~~ili~*fl~~~t1 ' ~:§Jb* 
~um~~¥:J 96% 0 ( ~ 5 . 1O) 

t)J:~*fl~:5tfJTwa~W3~.:5tfJTpJT1~~ 
W~~{P) 0 ~ 5.10 m~~7G~~~~~ili~*fl 
~ , ~~t1~*6.~tb*~{~ 0 ~1r1f15G$:5t~E13 
~fl'UJ5~i!l11f~ , {81J\&B9H~Nt1~~m1l!~~{I;j 

ioJ1J05St 0 fl'U a~ , ~ , ~t1~*~~~~tb*~~Hfl 
~r:p~~~I)ji1f.t~~ffiJmr/j\ 0 
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On the other hand, there was only a 
slight decline in the proportion of ever-married 
men and women at the older ages. The 
proportion of ever-married men before reaching 
exact age 50 decreased from 92% for those 
born in 1926 to 83% for those born in 1946. 
F or women, this proportion remained at around 
96% for those in the birth cohorts 1926-1946. 
(Table 5.10) 

The observations from the cohort 
analysis was in line with those from the period 
analysis. Table 5.10 shows clearly that the 
younger the birth cohorts, the smaller are the 
proportions of men and women ever married. 
While part of this observation may be explained 
by the growing popularity of cohabiting, it also 
reflects the increasing preference of both men 
and women to remain single. The proportions 
of ever-married men and women among the 
cohorts narrow down with increasing age. 
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Table 5.10 Proportion born in selected years ever-married before attaining given exact 

ages 

*miftltJJtj::if; 
1±l~tj::{B Before attaining exact age 
Year of 
birth 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 35 40 45 50 

(W~T;gAD~t.) 
(per 1 000 population) 

~tE 
Male 

1926 114 178 220 281 342 411 465 521 565 609 659 821 886 905 916 
1931 109 161 201 252 301 366 441 490 552 607 658 826 883 907 917 
1936 86 125 157 197 239 289 344 403 453 505 569 757 830 856 865 
1941 42 70 104 132 175 226 284 346 420 488 561 753 827 848 857 
1946 30 52 76 116 170 245 317 403 484 555 601 761 810 826 834 
1951 25 45 79 123 180 228 318 402 481 556 619 788 841 861 
1956 26 40 74 113 164 232 304 379 442 514 565 727 788 
1961 12 22 47 77 124 176 228 295 361 419 477 658 
1962 11 19 41 71 107 149 207 265 324 391 444 625 
1963 11 19 41 68 100 146 200 256 324 383 444 
1964 9 16 35 57 89 128 173 233 291 356 411 
1965 8 15 30 52 80 117 167 222 286 343 394 
1966 9 14 29 49 76 115 161 217 274 324 375 
1967 7 12 27 47 78 115 165 216 266 321 368 
1968 6 11 26 48 79 121 166 215 269 319 
1969 7 12 28 50 82 120 164 213 263 
1970 6 11 29 53 81 116 157 203 
1971 6 12 30 50 77 III 149 
1972 7 13 29 50 74 105 
1973 7 13 30 49 72 
1974 9 15 30 47 
1975 9 14 28 
1976 6 12 
1977 7 

~tE 
Female 

1926 378 498 576 649 698 752 796 820 842 863 883 934 948 952 956 
1931 415 517 591 655 706 763 808 843 872 900 916 961 976 981 985 
1936 310 415 506 582 654 729 784 832 863 884 904 953 964 969 971 
1941 275 381 471 549 639 722 782 834 866 894 920 968 985 991 996 
1946 218 306 392 501 587 666 739 800 840 868 884 939 954 960 963 
1951 136 212 297 387 474 536 623 689 742 784 815 880 901 908 
1956 116 169 265 350 443 537 618 687 734 778 806 879 902 
1961 77 115 201 269 360 437 505 579 638 681 720 806 
1962 72 104 177 256 326 393 473 542 595 645 679 765 
1963 65 93 174 235 302 383 . 459 525 593 640 681 
1964 58 88 152 205 276 348 414 487 543 595 634 
1965 52 76 132 193 255 319 393 457 523 572 606 
1966 46 65 124 182 242 317 383 453 511 554 592 
1967 40 61 120 171 237 299 370 432 481 527 562 
1968 39 58 114 173 236 311 376 432 488 532 
1969 40 59 121 179 250 317 378 437 487 
1970 37 55 122 190 251 310 370 425 
1971 35 55 131 189 246 303 359 
1972 37 57 116 168 220 270 
1973 40 60 115 162 211 
1974 42 60 109 152 
1975 38 54 95 
1976 33 48 
1977 32 
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Seasonality of marriages 

There is pronounced seasonal pattern 
in marriage in Hong Kong with Chinese 
customs, traditions and beliefs playing an 
important role in the timing of marriage. The 
number of marriages is at the peak in the 
months of November and December, reflecting 
the strong desire to marry before the Chinese 
New Year. There is a decline in number in 
January and February when the Chinese New 
Year festival is celebrated. Immediately 
following this festival, there is generally a 
marriage boom in March. July and August are 
typically among the least popular months for 
marriage. This is because July splits the 
Chinese lunar year into two halves and this is 
customarily viewed as an unlucky month for 
marriage. Similarly, August is the month of 
the "Ghost Festival" and is also considered as 
inauspicious for marriage. (Table 5.11, 
Appendix C7). 

1fc. 5.11 ~h/\~~/\=!F' ~h~/\-t;!F '~:fL:fL~~:fL=!F&~:fL:fLI!Y~:fL1\!F4i 
F.J&~~I:6 •• 13 

Table 5.11 Monthly and quarterly incidence of marriages, 1981-83, 1985-87, 1990-92 and 
1994-96 

*S~~ § (~1fZP~~) m~(l) 

fj Number of marriages {yearly average 2 Index(l) 

Month 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 1981-83 1985-87 1990-92 1994-96 

1 4426 4 191 3783 3429 104 108 98 107 
2 3643 3 111 3 167 2527 95 89 90 86 
3 5 169 4335 4607 3527 122 112 120 110 
4 3792 3 531 2994 2406 92 94 81 77 
5 4362 3848 3992 3247 103 99 104 101 
6 3752 3227 3388 2866 91 86 91 92 
7 3550 2961 2791 2334 84 77 73 72 
8 3467 3 126 2909 2261 82 81 76 70 
9 4242 3681 4000 3513 103 98 107 113 
10 4 128 4326 4270 3541 97 112 111 110 
11 4675 4426 4644 4049 114 118 125 130 
12 4794 4868 4600 4331 113 126 119 135 

1-3 13 238 11637 11557 9483 107 103 103 101 
4-6 11906 10 606 10374 8519 96 94 92 90 
7-9 11259 9768 9700 8108 89 85 85 85 
10-12 13 597 13620 13 514 11 921 108 118 119 125 

1-12 50000 45631 45 145 38031 100 100 100 100 

ttff: ( 1) - @lfj /*I¥J~ El ZP~~W-1fI¥J~ El zP~ Note : (1) Ratio of daily average for the 
~1¥J;f§tttt$(j.:) 100 lltj!) 0 month/quarter to daily average for the year 

(expressed in terms of 100). 
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DIVORCES 

There are two sets of divorce figures, 
viz. divorce petitions filed and divorce decrees 
granted. As there is usually some time lag 
between a petition for divorce being filed and it 
being granted, the two totals are not equal for 
each year. This time lag is often due to the 
necessary legal proceedings which may arise in 
order to settle questions on the custody of 
children or the disposal of property. 

Both the number of divorce petitions 
filed with the courts and the number of divorce 
decrees granted were on a rise throughout 1981 
to 1996. The number of divorce decrees 
granted in 1996 was 9 473, as compared with 
2 060 in 1981 . This constituted an increase 
by more than four times in the past 15 years. 
(Table 5.12) 

The crude divorce rate, which relates 
the number of divorce decrees granted to the 
mid-year population, increased rapidly over the 
same period. In 1996, the crude divorce rate 
was 1.5 per 1 000 population as compared with 
0.4 in 1981. (Table 5.12, Chart 5.4) 



1f<. 5.12 -1LJ\-~¥-1LfL1\~~~-t.13 
Table 5.12 Divorce statistics, 1981-1996 

~ 
Year 

*llW!lI$ 
A~Ef!mW!lI ~1lJimW~(l) (fR.~1lJimW~) 

Divorce petitions Divorce decrees Crude divorce rate 
filed granted(l) (based on divorce decrees granted) 

(t1iWT AO~Un 
(per 1 000 population) 

1981 2811 2060 0.40 
1982 3 120 2673 0.51 
1983 3734 2857 0.54 
1984 4764 4086 0.76 
1985 5047 4313 0.79 
1986 5339 4257 0.77 
1987 5747 5055 0.91 
1988 5893 5098 0.91 
1989 6275 5507 0.98 
1990 6767 5551 0.98 
1991 7287 6295 1.11 
1992 8067 5650 0.98 
1993 8626 7454 1.27 
1994 9272 7735 1.29 
1995 10 292 9404 1.53 
1996 12834 9473 1.51 

- IN'W!lI$ 
(fR.~1lJimW~) 
General divorce rate 

(based on divorce decrees granted) 

(t1i~T::g 15 ~AOH~) 
(per 1 000 population aged 15 and over) 

0.53 
0.67 
0.71 
0.99 
1.03 
1.00 
1.17 
1.17 
1.25 
1.25 
1.40 
1.24 
1.59 
1.60 
1.90 
1.86 

tt~: (1) ~~~:fStfLmi¥J~f4 • Note : (1) Figures include defended cases. 

1115.4 -1LJ\-~¥-1L1L1\~~m .. * 
Chart 5.4 Crude divorce rate, 1981-1996 

*llW!lI$ 
Crude divorce rate 
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1.4 

1.2 
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Technical Note I 
Construction of population pyramids 

Population pyramid is a very effective 
and widely used method to graphically depict 
the age-sex composition of a population. It is 
designed to give a detailed picture of the age­
sex structure of a population by single ages, 5-
year groups or other age combinations. The 
pyramid is a histogram, with age groups drawn 
in ascending order from the bottom to the top 
and pyramided horizontally on one another. 
The bars for males are given on the left of a 
central vertical axis and the bars for females on 
the right of the axis. The age groups in a 
given pyramid should have the same class 
interval and should be represented by bars of 
equal thickness. The number of males or 
females in the particular age group is hence 
indicated by the length of the bar concerned 
from the central axis. 

In drawing the pyramid, there are 
three methods in the handling of the oldest age 
groups. They are illustrated with the data 
below. 

Age group Male Female 

70-74 3.0 2.9 
75-79 2.6 2.3 
80-84 l.7 l.6 
85+ 2.0 3.3 

Method (i): Population pyramid with no 
special adjustments made in 
open-end class 

The oldest age groups are usually 
combined to form an open-end class (for 
example, aged 85 and over). Because of the 
greater width age range, the number of 
persons included may be larger than the 
adjacent age classes, which cover a 
standardized range of years. Hence, this may 
result in pyramids with wide tips and apparently 
does not convey the message that there are 
fewer peeple at the older ages. (Diagram 1) 
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Diagram 1 Population pyramid with no special adjustments made in open end classes 
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Method (ii): Population pyramid with open­
end class truncated 

One of the special measures that can 
be taken is to truncate the top of pyramid at a 
suitable age. This can avoid having pyramids 
with wide tips. One drawback of this method 
is the loss of information on the oldest age 
groups. However, in view of the relatively 
small number of persons in the truncated ages, 
this method can be taken as a convenient and 
easy way to tackle the problem. (Diagram 2) 

Diagram 2 Pyramid with open-end class truncated 
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Method (iii): Population pyramid with open­
end class data subdivided 

Another measure is to continue to 
subdivide the data into additional standardized 
age groups until the total number of persons in 
the open-end interval is smaller than that in the 
preceding standardized age group. In this 
case, the shape of the pyramid will not be 
distorted by the wide tips and information in 
open-end age group is reflected by the area of 
the bar. (Diagram 3) 

Diagram 3 Population pyramid with open-end class data subdivided 
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In preparing this publication, method 
(ii) is adopted in drawing the population 
pyramid and persons aged 85 and over are 
truncated in view of the small number of 
persons involved. 
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Technical Note 11 
Cohort analysis of fertility using birth 
statistics available from the 1976 
Population By-census and the birth 
registration system 

PERIOD AND COHORT ANALYSIS 
CONTRASTED 

Period fertility measures splice 
together the childbearing experience of women 
born in different years. However, fertility of 
women in any given year is partly dependent on 
their fertility in previous years because, for 
example, the number of women at risk of 
having a birth of a given order will depend on 
their past fertility. A contrasting approach is 
to trace the fertility experiences of women born 
in particular years as they progress through 
childbearing ages, that is a cohort or generation 
analysis of fertility. Period fertility is much 
more volatile and erratic than cohort fertility 
since it is subject to short-term influences which 
tend to have an exaggerated impact on the 
various measures. However, the main 
difficulty with a cohort approach is that it 
requires detailed data for past years and that it 
does not provide an adequate perspective on 
current fertility . 

Diagram 1 shows the relationship and 
differences between period and cohort analyses. 
In period analysis, the approach is to examine 
births occurring in a given year as represented 
by the sum of the squares in each column. 
Time series analysis is made by comparing the 
columns in different calendar years. In cohort 
analysis, the approach is to examine births 
occurring to women born in a given year as 
represented in Diagram 1 by the shaded 
diagonal showing the 1971 birth cohort. A 
true birth cohort analysis requires birth 
statistics tabulated by date of birth of mother. 
In Hong Kong, such data are not available and 
the cohorts shown in Appendices A8 and A9 
have to be approximated using data relating to 
women born in two consecutive years t-l and t. 
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Thus, the square CEGH in Diagram 1, which 
represents the number of live births occurring in 
the calendar year 1987 to women aged 16, is 
taken to approximate the fertility of women in 
the 1971 cohort at age 16, the parallelogram 
CEFG. Similarly, the square ABCD is taken 
to represent the experience of the same cohort 
of women a year earlier when they were aged 
15. Hence the 1971 cohort fertility rates at 
ages 15 and 16 are approximated by the period 
fertility rates for age 15 in 1986 and age 16 in 
1987 respectively. Thus, cohort analysis has 
been undertaken by rearranging calendar year 
fertility data. 

III 1 
Diagram 1 

:9::tt!f:~ 

ffifWl~ffWmM~ff5tt1T 
Perspectives of period and cohort analyses 

Age of women 

211 

25 

23 

21 

21 

20 

19 

18 

17 

16 

15 

1?1I6 19117 191111 1911? I??O 1991 1?91 1?9J 1994 1?95 19?6 

~5ltH~!f:{51 
Calendar year of birth occurrence 

lI- n {:;-1fi±\~kiUtfi¥J:tC'Ii:tE-nl\1\1f :¥-nn1\1fWlreflFJT~i¥J~ 5l 
Births given by women of the 1971 birth cohort in the period 1986-1996 

1I~~i±\~m~i¥J~tt:tE-nn1\1f~FJT~i¥J~51 
Births given by women of different birth cohorts in the year 1996 
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tH~m~ 
Birth cohort 
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DATA A V AILABILITY 

In Hong Kong calendar year birth 
statistics by age are available from the birth 
registration system operated since 1971. From 
these data, fertility rates of birth cohorts could 
be traced for 25 years after rearranging them as 
illustrated above. In the various cohort tables 
in this report the registration statistics have been 
supplemented with data from the 1976 
Population By-census for cohorts born between 
1927 and 1960. In other words, cohort fertility 
rates were obtained from both sources 
combined. 

From the 1976 Population By-census 
data on the month and year of birth of all women 
were available. Similarly, the Population By­
census collected information on the month and 
year of all births to ever-married women. By 
relating the month and year of birth of the baby 
with that of its mother, age of all women at the 
birth of their babies was obtained. These data 
were then used for the cohort fertility analysis. 
The fertility behaviour of women enumerated in 
the Population By-census is assumed to be 
representative of women from the same cohorts 
who had either died or migrated before the 
Population By-census. 

The two sets of cohort age-specific 
rates obtained separately from the birth 
registration system and the 1976 Population By­
census were combined to build up the complete 
cohort tables. Since the rates for some birth 
cohorts in the period 1971 to 1975 were 
estimated twice, using data from different 
sources and using different methods, they were 
compared and reconciled before the formation 
of the tables. 



fstffi~f¥~ 
.~~mWmM~m®~OO®.Rh~ 

.fiB~wmMB~~~~'~m~~ 
@]!f-J~ra~~~1*,~-;m~~I~ 0 tC19Ur-l3J~ 100 

1~~~@]!f-J~ra~~lErnJ~[E[:j:~~* ' ffiJ{l£~ 100 

~U&Jl~~@]!f-J~ra~fffr~ rnJ~1*, 0 

j.:)~fr~&~~~~~wf¥l!r~~@]!f-J~~ 
m~w~ , ffiJt¥@]!f-J~IU7t~IZY@]~JJU ' ftg{r~~ 
.fiB.~.~~~~M~~-@]IZY*IZY~ 
~o 

Technical Note III 
Compilation method of the ratios of the 
observed values to the expected values 

The ratio of the observed value to the 
expected value is a useful tool for studying the 
relationship between two characteristics. A 
ratio above 100 indicates a positive or direct 
relationship between the two characteristics, and 
a ratio below 100 means a negative relationship 
between the two characteristics. 

Taking the educational attainment of 
the brides and that of the bridegrooms as the 
two characteristics to be studied and considering 
that there are 4 categories for each 
characteristic, the observed data can first be 
rearranged in the form of a 4 x 4 contingency 
table. The contingency table is given below. 

~~i¥J~WfjJ.i: 
Educational attainment of brides 

-;kf}}rw....t *)t~W/ 
~~~i¥J~WfjJ.i: ~W cpf}} /J\f}} Xbm~ JU~H 
Educational UniversitylPost- Secondary Primary No schooling! Row total 
attainment of secondary kindergarten 
bridegrooms 

-;kf}}/~...t~W 0 11 0 12 0 13 0 14 0 1 . 

UniversitylPost-
secondary 

cpf}} 0 21 0 22 0 23 0 24 O2 • 

Secondary 

/J\f}} 0 31 0 32 0 33 0 34 0 3 • 

Primary 

*)t~W/ 0 41 0 42 0 43 0 44 0 4 . 

Xbm~ 
No schooling! 
kindergarten 

;fM~H 0. 1 0 .2 0.3 0 .4 0 .. 
Column total 

83 



OJ. 

O.j 

~~~~~Wfll?N~~3U i ffiJ~Y~~~3U j 
l¥Jf<Rffff~*~ (ljj\m~Il[~~{ra ) 0 

~~~~~Wfll?N~~3U i !¥J*~(ljj\m~ 
Il[~JU~g-r) 0 

~~Y~~Wfll?N~~3U j !¥J*~( ljj\m~ 
1l[~*M~g-r) 0 

~mmOO~~~~~I¥J ' mOOf<Rfff~1¥J 
m:M~{raPJ~~f<Rfff~pJTftI¥JJU!¥JJU~g-r*~) 
~f<Rfff~pJTftl¥J*MI¥J*M*!§t ' ~1&~pJT1~!¥Jft~ 
~)~§t Q .. ffiJ*1~ 0 

1l[~~{raWmM~{ra!¥J tt{§rJPJfm ~ttH~ 
~)~I¥J:1JfjI~g-r~l:B* 0 

~: 

O· x O · 
E .. - 1. .J 

IJ -
O . 

~~~~~Wfll?N~~3U i ffiJ~Y~~~3U j 
I¥JmM~{ra 0 

~~~~~Wfll?N~~3U i ffiJ~Y~~~3U j 
I¥J tt{§rJ 0 

84 

Notations : 

Ojj is the cell frequency for educational 
attainment of bridegrooms in category i 
and that of brides in category j (also 
known as the observed value) . 

Dj . is the frequency for educational attainment 
of bridegrooms in category i (also known 
as the observed row total). 

0. j is the frequency for educational attainment 
of brides in category j (also known as the 
observed column total) . 

If the two characteristics are 
independent, the expected value of a particular 
cell can be obtained by multiplying the row total 
in which that cell appears by the column total in 
which that cell appears, and then dividing the 
resultant product by the grand total Q •. . 

The ratio of the observed value to the 
expected value is simply computed by the 
following equation: 

O· x O· 
Ei j = 1. .J 

0. . 

Ejj is the expected value for educational 
attainment of bridegrooms in category i 
and that of brides in category j . 

The ratio of the observed value to the 
expected value is then obtained by : 

0· · IJ 
rij =­

E· · IJ 

rjj is the ratio for educational attainment of 
bridegrooms in category i and that of 
brides in category j . 
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Technical Note IV 
Construction of period net nuptiality 
table 

PERIOD NET NUPTIALITY TABLE 

The summary of period net nuptiality 
shown in Table 5.9 of Chapter 5 is extracted 
from a complete net nuptiality table given in 
Annex C4. This note describes the meaning of 
that table and its method of construction. 

A period net nuptiality summarises a 
set of marriage rates for a particular year (in this 
case 1996) taking into account deaths as well as 
marriages of persons being single between birth 
and, in this example, exact age 50. While 
nuptiality tables provide a summary of the level 
and pattern of particular sets of marriage and 
death rates in a given year and show the 
outcome of the persistence of that level and 
pattern, they can be quite misleading if used as 
projections. The marriage and death rates 
occurring in the particular year on which the 
nuptiality table is based reflect the different 
experiences of different generations earlier and 
later and may well be higher or lower than in the 
future . The assumptions underlying a period 
net nuptiality table together with details of its 
construction are given below. 

ASSUMPTION 

The assumptions underlying the 
construction of the period net nuptiality table 
are: 

(i) the hypothetical cohort for each sex 
originates from some standard number 
of births, say, 10000; 



(ii) ~*fI.~:ML/f'ff{'FAD~~' ;!tgX;~I¥J~ 

t:&~~F.S~?&;!t~fJn'~I¥J1¥1f~ 
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(v) 1£BJ~OO~~1f~' ~t:&*5~~1£BJ 
~mW1f~WT~mW1f~M~~~ 
:tn;& 

(vi) /f'ffifIf;!t~9~#j\t5L,.Jt A±1£mW1f~ 

15 ~ 50 ~1¥J1f~5jU~t:$1!m~~fl 0 

~~(iii)[7gpff:t:!&I¥J~~~~ , F.S1£tB 
~&mW1f~ 50 ~ra~BJ~1f~I¥J~t:m$(q'x) 
&~~~;{$(nx) 0 ~®~~~ffjm~1fI¥JBJ~1f 
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~:tn1£mf;7]1f~ x ~& x+ 1 ~r~I¥J1f~*fl.lEE 
M'~®$9\:$~~m~TI¥J~~n$~~gX;m 
$0 

(ii) the hypothetical cohort is closed to 
migration; its composition changes 
only as a result of deaths and 
marriages of its members; 

(iii) people in the hypothetical cohort die 
or marry at each age according to the 
1996 schedules of mortality and 
nuptiality; 

(iv) nobody who marries in a particular 
year would have died single; 

(v) at each of the marriageable ages, 
deaths and marriages are evenly 
distributed between one exact age and 
the next; and 

(vi) that age-specific mortality rates of 
persons being single between exact 
ages 15 and 50 are the same for all 
persons regardless of marital status. 

METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION 

The schedules mentioned in 
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assumption (iii) are the probabilities of dying 
(q'x) and the probabilities of marrying (nx) at 
each age between birth and exact age 50. 
These schedules were constructed separately for 
each sex from single-year age-specific central 
mortality rates (Qx) and single-year age-specific 
first marriage rates (Nx) for a calendar year. 
Assuming that deaths and marriages between 
exact ages x and x + 1 are evenly distributed 
over the age interval, the centralised rates can be 
converted to probabilities using the standard 
method as depicted below. 



Dx ~1£~-1f.9::q±1jltD-1f.m x~:& x+ 1 
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Mx &1£~-1f.r::p1£1jltD-1f.m x~:& x+ 1 

~rJ3~~fJ]~1& El 

Px ~1£~-1f.-1f.r::p-1f.m~ x ~~AD 
1& El 

D 
(i)q'x= x 

1 
Px + - Dx 
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i§Jjf~~tc$~m~*i~a~Wj~Mi~~ 0 
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Notations: 

Dx is the number of deaths between 
exact ages x and x + 1 during a 
calendar year 

Mx is the number of first marriages 
between exact ages x and x + 1 
during a calendar year 

P x is the number of persons aged x 
at the middle of that year 

N =Mx 
x P x 

Conversion method: 

Similarly, nx can be converted by the equation 
below 

(ii) 

These two sets of schedules provide the 
input for preparing the period net nuptiality table. 
The table starts with a hypothetical cohort of 
births (1'0) of a given sex. Below age 16, the 
cohort is depleted by mortality. Persons in the 
hypothetical cohort reaching age 16 (1' 16) are 
then subjected separately to the decrement by 
death, (the probability of dying (q'x» and 
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(ii) I' x 

(iii) q' x 

(iv) nx 

:tE~1;1]!tf.ti x ~& x+ 1 ~rd]t¥J 

:9ELm~ 

:tE~t}]!tf.ti x ~& x+ 1 ~rd]t¥J 

:fJ]M1m~ 

marriage (the probability of first marrying (nx» to 
determine the number of deaths of single persons 
(d' x) and first marriages (vx) at each age. The 
number of single survivors at the next exact age 
(1'17) who have not died or married in the age 
interval 16 to 17 is derived simply by subtracting 
d' x and Vx from I' x. This process is repeated for 
all ages until exact age 50 by which time almost 
everybody who will eventually first marry will 
have done so. 

Every person in the hypothetical cohort 
who first married at any given age is assumed on 
average to have lived half the age interval as a 
single person. All persons first marrying at age 
x contribute a sum of single-person-years (L' x), 
given by the product of (x + 0.5) and vx. 
Persons in the hypothetical cohort who first marry 
at age x and at ages above x till 49 (V x) will 
therefore contribute a corresponding sum of 
single-person-years (T' x), calculated by summing 
the number of single-person-years lived by those 
first married at age x, and at ages above x till 49. 
Dividing T' x by V x gives the expected average age 
at first marriage for persons who first marry 
between exact ages x and 50. 
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The notations and columns of the 
period net nuptiality table shown in Appendix C4 

are as follows: 

Notations: 

(i) x = age 

(ii) I' x number of single persons at 
exact age x 

(iii) q' x = probability of dying between 
exact ages x and x + 1 

(iv) n x = probability of first marrying 
between exact ages x and x + 1 



(v) d'x 

(vi) Vx 

(vii) Vx 

(viii) L' x 

(ix) T'x 

(x) e'x 

(i) d' x 

:tEmWif~ x ~.& x+ 1 ~rl3~a9 

:9ELA~ 

:tEmWif~ x ~.& x+ 1 ~rl3~a9 
;m~A~ 

:tEmWif~ x ~.& 50 ~rd]a91J] 

~~~ 

:tEmWif~ x ~1J]~A±a91m 
~~ffAif~§ 

:tEmWif~ x 1t£.& 50 1t£rl3~1J]~ 

A±a911H~~ffAif~~ 

:tEmWif~ x ~.& 50 1t£rl3~a91J] 

~A±a92fS¥-:)1J]~if~ 

(iii) l'x+l = l'x - d'x - Vx 

n 

(iv) Vx = L:>x+i 
i=O 

ffif i = 0, 1, 2, ... , n-l , n 
.& n = 49-x 

(v) L'x = (x + 0.5) Vx 

(vi) T'x 
n 

LL'x+i 
i=O 

rm i = 0, 1, 2, ... , n-l, n 
:& n = 49-x 
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(v) d' x = number of deaths between exact 
ages x and x + 1 

(vi) Vx = number of first marriages 
between exact ages x and x + 1 

(vii) Vx = total number of first marriages 
between exact ages x and 50 

(viii)L'x = number of single-person-years 
lived by those who had first 
married at exact age x 

(ix) T' x = total number of single-person­
years lived by those who had 
first married between exact ages 
x and 50 

(x) e' x = average age at first marriage for 
those persons who first marry 
between exact ages x and 50 

Columns of the net nuptiality table and 
their relations: 

(i) d'x = }'x(q'x) 

(ii) Vx = }'x (nx) 

(iii) l'x+l = l'x - d'x - Vx 

n 

(iv) Vx = L vx+i 
i=O 

(v) L'x 

(vi) T' x 

wherei=O, 1, 2, ... , n-l , n 
and n = 49-x 

(x + 0.5) Vx 

n 

LL'x+i 
i=O 

where i = 0, 1,2, ... , n-l, n 
and n = 49-x 



(vii) e' x 
T' 

= ~ 
V 

1i1''i~ C4 f7ga9tf1l~~+~1U~m1i.a9 
::fk. 5.9 :&1i1''i~ C5 q::t 0 m®m~~+a9[tffiJjj~ 

tzoT: 

(i) Dx 

(ii) Ex 

(iii) Sx 

(iv) rx 

n 

1£fitI[1;1]lf~ x ~~~~:!la9A 
±{~ADa9tt$ (~W 10 000 
[tffiJ) 

1£fitI[1;1]lf~ x ~1W*~~*1a9 A 
±{~ADa9tt$ (~W 10 000 
[tffiJ) 

1£fitI[1;1]lffi x ~tt*~*1a9 A 
±{~ADa9tt$ (~W 10 000 
[tffiJ) 

1£fitI[1;1]lffi 50 ~W1Jm1t~*1a9 

lf~ x ~A±~E.~*1a92fS~ 

lf~ 

(i) Dx = Ld'x-i 
i=l 

ffij i = 1,2, .... , n-1, n 
:&n = x 

d' x-i = 1£fitI[1;1]lffi x-i ~:& 

x-i+ 1 ~a9~L~ El 
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(vii) e' x 
T' 
=~ 

V 

A summary of derived measures from 
Appendix C4 is given in Table 5.9 of Chapter 5 
and in Appendix CS. The summary measures 
have been derived as indicated below: 

Notations: 

(i) Dx = proportion of persons (per 
10 000 persons) who will 
die single by exact age x 

(ii) Ex proportion of persons (per 
10 000 persons) who will 
ever marry by exact age x 

(iii) Sx proportion of persons (per 
10 000 persons) who will 
never marry by exact age x 

(iv) rx = mean number of years until 
marriage for those at age x 
who will marry before exact 
age 50 

Derivations of the columns of the 
summary of the net nuptiality table: 

n 

(i) Dx = Ld'x-i 
i=l 

where i = 1,2, .... , n-1, n 
and n =x 

d'x-i = number of deaths 
between exact ages x­
i and x-i+ 1 



n 
(ii) Ex = LVx-i 

i=1 

rm i = 1,2, .. .. , n-l, n 
btn=x 

Vx-i = 1:E~W1f.~ x-i ~& x­

i+ 1 ~1¥J:fJ]**6tl1~ El 

(iii) Sx = 1'. - Dx - Ex 

(iv) rx 

ffij 1'0 = mf~UEiMl¥JtB1:~ 

El ' 1:Elttf9lJt:p~1.S la 
000 

e'x - x 
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n 

(ii) Ex = L vx-i 
i=1 

where i = 1,2, .... , n-l, n 
and n = x 

Vx-i = number of first 
marriages between 
exact ages x-i and x­
i+l 

(iii) Sx = I'. - Dx - Ex 

where 1'0 = number of births in 
the hypothetical 
cohort i.e. 10000 
in the example 

(iv) rx = e' x - x 
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Technical Note V 
Cohort analysis of nuptiality using 
marriage statistics available from the 
1976 Population By-census and the 
marriage registration system 

COHORT ANALYSIS OF FIRST 
MARRIAGE 

Calendar year indicators of first 
marriage are subject to disturbing period forces 
which may either encourage or delay marriages. 
For example, in Hong Kong many couples avoid 
marrying in a 'blind year' and this has a tendency 
to distort the period marriage indicators for such 
year. Moreover, marriage rates at any given 
age in a particular year are not independent of 
those at younger ages in previous years. For 
example, when age-specific marriage rates 
increase at young ages in a given year some 
marriages may be considered to have been 
borrowed from older age groups (cohorts or 
generations) in later years. DistQrtions to period 
marriage indicators can be particularly sharp at a 
time of transition, say, from an early to late 
pattern of marriage or vice versa. These 
weaknesses in period analysis can be overcome 
by studying nuptiality through a cohort or 
generation perspective. The primary differences 
between a period and cohort perspective in 
analysing marriage data are similar to that in 
analysing birth data. The differences in 
analysing birth data have been illustrated 
diagrammatically in Diagram 1 of Annex 11. 

In the context of nuptiality, a cohort 
perspective can be used to study the level and 
pattern of marriage of persons born in a 
particular year. It enables, for example, an 
assessment to be made of the proportion of 
persons born in different years who had married 
by a particular age. It is also possible to 
compare the lower quartile and median ages of 
first marriage of persons born in different years. 



mM~omM~~~m~~*,~~mE~~~ 
5. 10 j7g , ~*-IE~*J!U5U~llft~ C6 0 P)~wmfHi§: 

~OO*~~~~~tJi&Jtr::p-®~Nff5U 0 

-n~~~r::p~AD~~~~~~ffi~ 
:!13tE&~t1~tB~~{51 &FJ {51' ~11t~gjft}~ AM 
~AJttB~mMj7go~~ ' ~~n~~~~~~ 
1/ft' ~ggtm--n-~~~-n~~~rs~ (RP1£ 
-n~~~B~~~ 60 ~P)~) ~/ffOJtB~*J3.M 
]I[~tI~Jt~~1'T~~* 0 tlDIII-D~ ' XY $ 
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The main difficulty with cohort analysis is that it 
requires fairly detailed data for a considerable 
period into the past. However, it is possible to 
construct cohort nuptiality tables from 
retrospective data collected in the 1976 
Population By-census. The cohort tables 
constructed from this source can then be carried 
forward using post-1976 marriage registration 
data. Summary figures based on the cohort 
analysis are shown in Table 5.10 of Chapter 5 
and the full figures are given in Appendix C6. 
The relevant data from these two sources 
together with some of their limitations are 
considered below. 

1976 POPULATION BY-CENSUS 
DATA 

The 1976 Population By-census 
collected information on the month and year of 
birth of all men and women. From this 
information it is possible to group all persons 
according to their respective birth cohort. 
Additional information on age at first marriage 
was also collected from which it is possible to 
reconstruct the nuptiality behaviour of the 
different cohorts born between 1916 and 1960, 
i. e. who were under age 60 in 1976. For 
example, in Diagram 1 below, the cohort of 
women born in 1958 enumerated in the 1976 
Population By-census is given by segment XY. 
A simplifying assumption is made that members 
of this cohort who had either died or migrated 
by the time of the population by-census had 
similar marriage behaviour as those enumerated 
in the population by-census. Taking this 
cohort to represent the initial size of the 'true' 
1958 birth cohort, it is possible to reconstruct 
their marriage experience by examining the age 
at which they first married. Accordingly, the 
proportion of women born in 1958 who had first 
married at age 15 is found by dividing the 
number of first marriages in the parallelogram 
ABCD, which occurred in the calendar years 
1973 and 1 974, by the population represented 
by segment XY; similarly, the proportion of 



1111 
Diagram 1 

women in the same cohort who first married at 
age 16 is found by relating marriages in the 
parallelogram DeEF to the same population, 
and so on. The same procedure was followed 
for other birth cohorts. The main limitations of 
this method are that apart from the simplifying 
assumptions with respect to mortality and 
migration mentioned above, no account has been 
taken of the disturbing influence on the original 
cohorts of immigrants into Hong Kong. 
Further, it has been assumed that year of birth 
and age at first marriage were stated correctly -
this was not always so. 

-ntA~$~AD~rr®ili~~~~~~~~~ffi®~~ 
Illustration of the relationship between birth cohorts and their ages and 
calendar year of first marriage from the 1976 Population By-census data 

:tctt:lf.8fl 

-:tL1::: t;:lf. rpWlADMt~t 
1976 Population By-census 

(2. 8. 1976) 

Age of women 
I-----,-----.-----,-----,---r~ 

18 

17 

16 --f------j------, 

15 
A 

1973 1974 1975 1976 

fm!j:lf.f5J 
Calendar year of first marriage 

94 

~fm!jl¥J l:I:lfJil. 
~ Occurrence of 

first marriages 
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Mitzij~ §~~ CH& EG $5tl¥J~~AD~§' 
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MARRIAGE REGISTRATION DATA 

As noted above, the marriage 
experience of birth cohorts enumerated in the 
1976 Population By-census was carried forward 
until 1996 by making use of marriage 
registration data. Unfortunately, date of birth of 
persons first marrying in each year was not 
available from the marriage registration data. 
Instead, information on age at marriage is used 
to approximate year of birth for marriages 
occurring between 1976 and 1996, that is period 
age-sex-specific first marriage rates were 
rearranged on a cohort basis to provide a 
continuous series with the 1976 Population By­
census data. 

The rearrangement can be illustrated 
with an example given in Diagram 2 below. 
First marriages of women aged 17, that is from 
the 1975 birth cohort, as represented by the 
parallelogram CEFG were not directly available, 
since they were included in both the figures for 
1992 and 1993. Instead, the number of first 
marriages occurring to women aged 17 among 
the 1975 cohort, that is marriages represented 
by the square CEGH was taken to approximate 
the parallelogram CEFG; similarly, the square 
ABCD was taken to represent the experience of 
the same cohort of women a year earlier when 
they were aged 16. Thus, the proportions first 
married at ages 16 and 17 for the 1975 female 
birth cohort were approximated respectively by 
the period female age-specific first marriage rate 
at age 16 in 1991 and that at age 17 in 1992. 
The period rate at age 16 was calculated by 
dividing first marriages in the square ABCD by 
the mean population at segments AD and BC 
(available from the mid-year population 
estimate). Similarly, the rate at age 17 was 
derived by relating first marriages in the square 
CEGH to the mean population at segments CH 
and EG. The same procedure was followed for 
other birth cohorts. 
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Diagram 2 Approximation of cohort nuptiality through period nuptiality 

R:tt1f1fl 
Age of women 

18 --+----+----+ 

17 --+--

16 -+--

1991 1992 1993 

W~1fffi 
Calendar year of first marriage 

~L~Mff~~~~'~~OO*~~~ 
~-g-{#ffiJ*~~I:B~*Jut¥t5~*~~~ -=t~~~jM ,~ 
Wrr.if~'Ij:53U*)]~$~AD7t-a1flDlo~~~ 
if~~if~AD~~~*~~~~ft-n~h 
if~~AD~~~.~~*mM'm~.~~~ 
~®*flM~~A~ ~ML*!jm®*flM~t5~'fiIf 
15G~~~flo 

1994 

:t£~-1fm-t~UE 1f$pgW~1¥J 
JIi§ 
First marriages contracted in 
a calendar year at a given age 

~-I:B~mfl$m-m;'@:1flflpgl¥J 
W~Wl§ 
First marriages contracted 
by a birth cohort at a given age 

Apart from the approximation 
described above, the main limitation in splicing 
the data from the two sources to reconstruct the 
nuptiality experience of birth cohorts related to 
the population used in the denominator of age­
sex-specific first marriage rates. That is, the 
estimated mid-year population at a given age 
was taken to be representative of the original 
cohorts enumerated in 1976 Population By­
census. It was implicitly assumed that the 
inflow of migrants into particular cohorts did not 
distort the marriage patterns of these cohorts. 
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Appendix Al Interval between marriage and first order birth, 1981-1996 

~FJT~WlfHl~mf.JtEf 5Ht 
Cumulative percent occurring in specified period of marriage 

&~ 
Less than 

El3Mi~lB~m-~mil 
if: m-~m~~71~1f(13 1 if: 2 if: 3 if: 4 if: 5 if: 6 if: 7 if: 8 if: ~rdlfier:plli~(f.l ) 
Year Total number of 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 7 years 8 years Median interval 

first order live births from marriage to 
first order live births 

(months) 

1981 37916 42.0 77.3 89.6 94.2 96.7 97.9 98.6 99.1 15 

1982 36905 36.1 72.8 87.6 93 .6 96.3 97.8 98.5 99.0 17 
\0 
-..I 1983 36829 36.9 72.2 86.8 93 .3 96.3 97.7 98.5 99.0 17 

1984 33411 34.5 68.7 84.5 92.0 95 .6 97.4 98.3 98.9 17 

1985 34340 34.2 67.8 83.0 91.1 95.1 97.2 98.3 98.9 18 

1986 32063 28.7 62.3 79.4 88.7 93 .7 96.3 97.9 98.6 20 

1987 30681 27.2 56.2 75.9 86.4 92.1 95.5 97.2 98.3 21 

1988 34609 27.8 56.9 73 .7 85.8 92.0 95.4 97.4 98.5 21 

1989 31897 26.3 56.5 73 .6 84.2 91.3 94.9 97.0 98.2 21 

1990 31019 24.4 51.8 71.7 83 .3 90.1 94.4 96.6 97.9 23 

1991 31334 25 .7 52.4 70.3 82.8 90.0 94.0 96.7 97.9 23 

1992 33288 25 .0 52.1 69.6 81.4 89.4 93.9 96.3 97.8 23 

1993 34054 26.3 51.9 69.2 80.9 88.4 93.4 96.0 97.5 23 

1994 35190 25.0 49.9 66.4 78.9 87.1 92.2 95.6 97.3 24 

1995 33374 23 .0 46.4 63 .7 76.1 85.2 91.0 94.5 96.8 27 

1996 30740 23 .9 46.5 62.8 75.4 84.3 90.3 93 .9 96.2 27 
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Appendix A2 Number of live births by duration of marriage, 1981-1996 

B~1ff( 
Duration of 
marriage (years) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

f( § 
Number 

Y~ l 1f 16913 14188 14341 12 168 12341 9801 8958 9930 8730 7871 8358 8601 9164 8998 7883 7514 
Less than 1 

1 16736 17318 15893 14012 13 479 12579 10 363 10 888 10 470 9251 9143 9805 9601 9636 8534 7500 

2 11025 12480 12065 11010 10413 9552 9984 8902 8152 9147 8339 8355 8442 8385 8 179 7 133 

3 8652 9106 9483 9362 8823 8433 8097 8856 7160 7513 8057 7732 7481 8002 7364 6940 

4 7423 7 122 7 121 7562 7734 7389 7256 7236 7 135 6357 6417 7449 6593 6857 6952 6218 
\0 

5 5496 5904 5699 5640 6119 6342 6269 6342 5764 5912 5370 5754 6259 5758 5859 5598 00 

6 4412 4304 4401 4044 4417 4985 5327 5517 4931 4 571 4979 4692 4701 5324 4766 4296 

7 3650 3541 3 140 3274 3026 3364 4144 4381 3870 3774 3663 4209 3709 3740 4128 3476 

8 2461 2682 2410 2262 2421 2288 2624 3324 3304 3048 3008 3009 3042 2963 2872 2925 

9 1923 1 798 1865 1 702 1586 1 718 1 841 2060 2285 2401 2409 2328 2275 2413 2263 2093 

10 - 14 4067 4261 3734 3753 3611 3463 3626 3772 3833 3912 4356 4739 4904 5102 5203 4805 

15 - 19 928 779 700 625 598 562 566 596 580 512 517 508 491 559 587 622 

201f&tJ....t 393 338 236 178 137 110 99 80 88 75 71 61 72 61 51 43 
20 and over 

*@~ 84079 83821 81088 75592 74705 70586 69154 71884 66302 64344 64687 67242 66734 67798 64641 59 163 
Total 

ttnl : -n/\/\if.;LlWi¥JIiI:~ ;!jHl1im~¥ ~i¥J~a~~!Uc~9tJ ' J;l. f!f.*1tJil.ft:t~~~~ Note While figures prior to 1988 refer to the relationship of parents of the live 
9.lG1RJ/i!i . ffijEl3-n/\/\if.~1Iii . 1iI:~.Rigt8¥~i¥J~a~!Uc~~9.lGP)f!f.*1tJil.ftt births under registered marriage, customary marriage or cohabitations; 
~~~~. figures from 1988 onwards include only those live births whose parents were 

under registered marriage or customary marriage. 
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Appendix A2 (Cont'd.) Number of live births by duration of marriage, 1981-1996 

e~1f:~ 
Duration of 
marriage (years) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

B7ttt 
Percentage 

Y~ l 1f: 20.1 16.9 17.7 16.1 16.5 13 .9 13 .0 13 .8 13 .2 12.2 12.9 12.8 13 .7 13 .3 12.2 12.7 
Less than 1 

19.9 20.7 19.6 18.5 18.0 17.8 15.0 15.1 15.8 14.4 14.1 14.6 14.4 14.2 13 .2 12.7 

2 13.1 14.9 14.9 14.6 13 .9 13 .5 14.4 12.4 12.3 14.2 12.9 12.4 12.7 12.4 12.7 12.1 

3 10.3 10.9 1l.7 12.4 1l.8 1l.9 1l.7 12.3 10.8 1l.7 12.5 1l.5 1l.2 1l.8 1l.4 1l.7 

4 8.8 8.5 8.8 10.0 10.4 10.5 10.5 10.1 10.8 9.9 9.9 11.1 9.9 10.1 10.8 10.5 
\0 

5 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.5 8.2 9.0 9.1 8.8 8.7 9.2 8.3 8.6 9.4 8.5 9.1 9.5 \0 

6 5.2 5.1 5.4 5.3 5.9 7.1 7.7 7.7 7.4 7.1 7.7 7.0 7.0 7.9 7.4 7.3 

7 4.3 4.2 3.9 4.3 4.1 4.8 6.0 6.1 5.8 5.9 5.7 6.3 5.6 5.5 6.4 5.9 

8 2.9 3.2 3.0 3.0 3.2 3.2 3.8 4.6 5.0 4.7 4.7 4.5 4.6 4.4 4.4 4.9 

9 2.3 2.1 2.3 2.3 2.1 2.4 2.7 2.9 3.4 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.4 3.6 3.5 3.5 

10 - 14 4.8 5.1 4.6 5.0 4.8 4.9 5.2 5.2 5.8 6.1 6.7 7.0 7.3 7.5 8.0 8.1 

15 - 19 1.1 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.1 

201f:&t)-.t 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
20 and over 

*,~gt 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Total 

ttff : -nJ\J\ij:z.lWl¥.J~~~l~m~¥ 5C1¥.JX:£J:~~~~c.~~ , ~). f$.Mtoo.-ffi~):\~~~ Note While figures prior to 1988 refer to the relationship of parents of the live 
lllZlRJllS ' ffiJEiI-nJ\J\ij:lmtla ' ~~.REH8¥5CI¥.JX:£J:~~~c.~~~lllZ~).f$.Mtoo.-ffi births Wlder registered marriage, customary marriage or cohabitations; 
~):\~~. figures from 1988 onwards include only those live births whose parents were 

Wlder registered marriage or customary marriage. 
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Appendix A3 

-ftA-~~-ftftA~~~IDm~~m~~~.~&~w* 
N umber of live births and fertility rates by year of marriage, 1981-1996 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
:(:E~lHHcl¥J 

*6~~f7J *6~fI El (I) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt;$(2) fI El tt$(2) fI El tt$(2) 
Marriages Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Year of marriage 

1968 ~&P)iW(3) 
1968 and earlier<3) 
1967 ~&P)iW(3) 
1967 and earlier(3) 
1966 ~&P)iW(3) 
1966 and earlier(3) 
1965 ~&P)iW(3) 
1965 and earlier<3) 
1964 ~&P)iW(3) 
1964 and earlier(3) 

registered in 
Hong Kong(l) 

181 535 

162567 

145 130 

127860 

112969 

1963 ~&.J...j.iW(3) 99982 34 * 
1963 and earlier(3) 
1962 ~&P)iW(3) 88184 
1962 and earlier(3) 
1961 ~&P)iW(3) 76751 27 
1961 and earlier(3) 
1962 11 433 21 
1963 11 798 22 
1964 12 987 36 
1965 14891 37 
1966 17270 97 
1967 17437 158 

* 

2 
2 
3 
2 
6 
9 

25 * 

12 
22 
26 
56 
99 

1 
2 
2 
3 
6 

19 
21 
35 
80 

tt,,: ( 1 ) 1!1=¥::f§t.!i~m~iH9HljfJ!l~1j£ ~i9lJ1n'-:tvt;-'if+ f1 ~J ~lW:tE1!f~~)' {$k!t}jl. 
m.~~t!i~~ . ~~mtE9f..tjgt!i~ . PJT~)'M9iN!Hc=f-.B9A± • 

( 2) ~=f*:tE~JJ:~ct!i~B9r.s~~.51~ El • 
(3) ~1i:tEifHHct!i~~~U.Rllgffi~~ 1947 if. . 

1 
1 
2 
5 

18 * 

23 * 

17 * 

30 * 

34 * 

11 
28 
45 

1 
2 
3 

13 
24 

1 
1 16 1 

Notes : (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 
enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 

(2) Number oflive births per 1 000 marriages registered in Hong Kong. 
(3) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 

traced back to the year 1947 only. 



~A3 (If) -nA-~~-nnA~~~IDm~~m~~~.~&~W* 
Appendix A3 (Cont'd.) Number of live births and fertility rates by year of marriage, 1981-1996 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
:t£~iH~~cl¥.J 

t1i~~f';} t1i~If{§ Cl) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) If{§ tt$(2) 

Year of marriage Marriages Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) 
registered in 

Hong Kong(l) 

1968 18968 227 12 146 8 95 5 60 3 28 1 22 1 15 1 
1969 20384 356 17 265 13 170 8 107 5 51 3 32 2 18 1 15 1 
1970 17623 521 30 377 21 233 13 185 10 89 5 67 4 40 2 22 1 
1971 22828 828 36 567 25 348 15 248 11 169 7 87 4 51 2 41 2 
1972 24386 1363 56 1029 42 581 24 408 17 263 11 171 7 121 5 79 3 
1973 27543 1702 62 1248 45 860 31 575 21 384 14 246 9 148 5 93 3 
1974 33 137 2767 84 2016 61 1418 43 965 29 675 20 453 14 285 9 216 7 
1975 30752 3543 115 2800 91 1925 63 1313 43 939 31 578 19 393 13 300 10 

..... 1976 35403 4580 l29 3512 99 2566 72 1 781 50 1209 34 876 25 629 18 466 13 0 

1977 35637 6278 176 4944 139 3660 103 2633 74 1908 54 1329 37 1029 29 734 21 
1978 35867 7106 198 5834 163 4680 130 3239 90 2396 67 1 701 47 1327 37 1007 28 
1979 40065 8960 224 7271 181 5696 142 4410 110 3289 82 2429 61 1862 46 1417 35 
1980 44797 14394 321 10 590 236 7992 178 6221 139 4922 110 3813 85 3056 68 2422 54 
1981 43386 16320 376 15314 353 10483 242 7889 182 6329 146 5056 117 4195 97 3273 75 
1982 43901 13 648 311 14317 326 9539 217 7407 169 5910 135 4957 113 4405 100 
1983 39158 13 712 350 12632 323 9069 232 7075 181 6046 154 5223 133 
1984 46304 11531 249 12074 261 8385 181 6944 150 6163 133 
1985 39463 11 763 298 11222 284 8655 219 7773 197 
1986 37421 9229 247 9039 242 7897 211 
1987 43560 8385 192 10012 230 
1988 41452 9476 229 

~~ 237 127 136 17 7 6 7 37 
Unknown 

ttf-J : Cl) .~1'§m~~~~~~~~~OO~-nt-~+~M~M~~m~.~~ Notes: (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
fft~~Mi~ . ~~~~:9\-~Mi~ . ffi~M~]UG=FMI¥.J.A.± . married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 

(2) ~T*~mJuGMi~l¥.Jm~¥5C.§· (2) Number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered in Hong Kong. 
(3) JJl:fi~m!uGMi~.:9U~fJgif!lm~ 1947 ~ • (3) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 

traced back to the year 1947 only. 
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Appendix A3 (Cont'd.) 

-ftA-~~-ftftA~~~~m~~~~~~.§&~w* 
Number of live births and fertility rates by year of marriage, 1981-1996 

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
:tE~iHHci¥J 

*5M11ff51 *5M1ft El (1) ~ El tt?$(2) ft El tt?$(2) I'i El tt?$(2) ft El tt?$(2) ft El tt?$(2) ft El tt?$(2) ~ El tt?$(2) ft El tt?$(2) 
Year of marriage Marriages Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) Number Rate(2) 

registered in 
Hong Kong(l) 

1976 1f:&tJW(3) 393 591 
1976 and earlier(3) 
19751f:&.l.-JW(3) 358 188 
1975 and earlier(3) 
19741f:&tJW(3) 327436 
1974 and earlier(3) 
19731flUJW(3) 294299 
1973 and earlier(3) 
1972 1f:&tJ~) 266756 
1972 and earlier(3) 
19711f:&tJWf3) 242370 19 
1971 and earlid3) 
19701f:&tJW(3) 219542 18 * 
1970 and earlier(3) 
19691f:&tJW(3) 201919 24 * 
1969 and earlier(3) 
1970 17623 10 1 
1971 22828 26 1 8 * 
1972 24386 38 2 19 1 13 
1973 27543 79 3 54 2 21 
1974 33 137 124 4 74 2 40 
1975 30752 190 6 97 3 74 

tt,, : ( 1 ) ~~:f§m~~9IH{~IWjNil!{~ ~i§lm--jvt;-if: + Fl IWj 5EiNtFl!fi1W. f:$N!t.JjJ, 
m~~~~ . ~~~~"H1k~9~ . FJT~)'M'bnUc.'f:kii¥JA± • 

(2) 1!Ff*~iiHUc.~~i¥Jm~¥5r.~13 • 
( 3) m~~~IHHc.~~~~U.RlIgmim¥ 1947 if: . 

* 

1 
1 
1 
2 

20 * 

19 
25 
50 

1 
1 
2 

21 * 

12 
29 

* 
1 

22 * 

26 * 

24 * 

22 1 

Notes : (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 
enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 

(2) Number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered in Hong Kong. 
(3) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 

traced back to the year 1947 only. 



Iml A3 (It) ~hA~~~~hhA~~~ID~~~m~~~.~&~n* 
Appendix A3 (Cont'd.) Number of live births and fertility rates by year of marriage, 1981-1996 

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
1£~!f:~al¥J 

*5~1f{7} *6~flEl (l) flEl tt$(2) flEl tt$(2) flEl tt$(2) flEl tt$(2) ~EI tt$(2) ~EI tt$(2) flEl tt$(2) flEl tt$(2) 
Year of marriage Marriages Number Rate(2

) Number Rate(2
) Number Rate(2

) Number Rate(2
) Number Rate(2

) Number Rate(2
) Number Rate(2

) Number Rate(2
) 

registered in 
Hong Kong(1

) 

1976 35403 301 9 162 5 127 4 81 2 46 1 29 1 18 1 
1977 35637 473 13 295 8 207 6 133 4 78 2 48 1 41 1 16 * 
1978 35867 678 19 429 12 312 9 202 6 112 3 86 2 49 1 34 1 
1979 40065 1002 25 605 15 430 11 324 8 235 6 130 3 105 3 71 2 
1980 44797 1659 37 1066 24 753 17 525 12 333 7 266 6 164 4 110 2 
1981 43386 2328 54 1624 37 1 147 26 861 20 575 13 375 9 252 6 162 4 
1982 43901 2928 67 2110 48 1582 36 1 175 27 840 19 566 13 414 9 263 6 
1983 39158 3963 101 2920 75 2120 54 1609 41 1 110 28 850 22 553 14 391 10 

...... 1984 46304 4695 101 3597 78 2784 60 2311 50 1615 35 1 186 26 762 16 558 12 0 
w 1985 39463 5953 151 4722 120 3848 98 3205 81 2268 57 1 761 45 1326 34 875 22 

1986 37421 5971 160 5075 136 4071 109 3472 93 2703 72 2146 57 1 581 42 1 101 29 
1987 43560 7097 163 6169 142 4990 115 4330 99 3414 78 2730 63 2139 49 1447 33 
1988 41452 9420 227 7812 188 6537 158 5711 138 4620 III 3987 96 3075 74 2215 53 
1989 38214 8193 214 8173 214 6812 178 5992 157 4885 128 4227 III 3477 91 2606 68 
1990 42197 7180 170 7598 180 6579 156 5528 131 5015 119 4246 101 3 182 75 
1991 39414 7342 186 7899 200 6327 161 5968 151 5107 130 4095 104 
1992 43258 7088 164 7225 167 6245 144 5458 126 4638 107 
1993 39598 7220 182 7205 182 6285 159 5348 135 
1994 36657 6781 185 6428 175 5432 148 
1995 37320 5996 161 5658 152 
1996 35293 5937 168 

::f~ 12 2 5 1 4 0 95 259 
Unknown 

ttf-J : (1) ~~~~m~~~~~&~~~~~-nt-~+~~~WJ~~m~~~~ Notes: (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
m}~J:\~~ , ~~~~9f.tt!!~~ , PJT~)MMIUc'¥ilI¥JA± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 
(2) 4ij=f*~m!Uc~~l¥Jm~¥.5CI!(El . (2) Number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered in Hong Kong. 
(3) J.li!:ff~m!Uc~~~9U7!.tlglli~~ 1947 ~ • (3) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 

traced back to the year 1947 only. 



IfHjJ A4 -ftA-~~-ftftA~~B.~~~~~n* 
Appendix A4 Fertility rates by duration of marriage, 1981-1996 

Bt!tSf~ 
Duration of 
marriage (years) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(~T*ftm!Hc.*Et!t(t)(2 )l¥Jm~M ~~ § ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered(IX2

) in Hong Kong) 

0 376 311 350 249 298 247 192 229 214 170 186 164 182 185 161 168 

1 321 353 326 323 261 284 242 230 227 214 180 200 167 182 175 152 

2 224 236 242 217 232 181 219 211 163 188 178 156 161 144 159 148 

3 198 181 178 182 169 181 150 197 160 142 158 157 131 151 126 135 

...... 4 176 163 142 139 146 135 154 133 151 136 115 138 128 119 130 107 
0 
~ 

5 129 139 130 110 110 117 113 133 101 120 109 99 III 111 101 104 

6 115 99 103 90 82 85 97 100 101 78 98 93 78 96 91 75 

7 84 91 72 74 67 61 68 75 67 75 60 81 72 63 74 68 

8 62 61 63 50 54 47 46 54 54 48 54 50 57 57 49 53 

9 56 45 43 43 34 37 37 35 37 37 36 41 35 45 42 33 

tt. : (1) ti~1'-@JiS~~~~fljIJlle!(J¥i.~Jtn-fL-t:;-1f:+ ~fljIJJElW:ffft~l;A~Mf)j, Notes : (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
-m~~t'l~ • ~~~:ff9f.jt!!t'l~ . mp)MnRJUc.:fMI¥.J.A.± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 

(2) JJi!1i:ff~JUct'l~.~lj.Rffgif!lm¥. 19471f: • (2) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 
traced back to the year 1947 only. 



IfmJ A4 (ai) -ftA-~~-ftftA~~B.~m~~~w* 
Appendix A4 (Cont'd.) Fertility rates by duration of marriage, 1981-1996 

B~t~~ 
Duration of 
marriage (years) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

(aT*:tEm~~~fi!f~(1l(2 )1¥J$~~5e~ §) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 marriages registered(IX2

) in Hong Kong) 

10 36 42 31 29 31 25 29 28 25 24 26 27 28 26 34 29 

11 30 25 24 21 20 19 18 21 19 15 17 20 19 22 16 22 

12 17 21 15 17 14 14 13 13 13 12 11 12 13 13 14 12 

13 12 13 13 11 11 9 9 10 9 8 9 8 7 9 9 10 

..... 14 9 8 8 10 7 7 5 7 6 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 
0 
Ul 

15 6 6 5 5 5 4 5 3 4 3 4 4 3 3 4 4 

16 2 3 5 3 3 4 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 

17 3 2 2 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 2 

18 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

19 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * 1 1 * 1 1 * 

20 ~&.L-:J.J:. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
20 years and over 

tt .. : ( 1) ft~:f§t5~~~IHlNi!lIJl!!ill(iJ .~m-fL -t;-~+ F! !lilJ5Eoo:tE1!fiifP) "'~)jl. Notes : (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
{~Hfj~~~ . !ilG~~:tE7'I-~~~ • FJTJ;).?ifin.HHr.~ilI¥JA± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 

(2) ~:ff:tEiifJ!llr.~~ft~U.RftEllilm~ 1947 ~ • (2) The available data series for marriages registered in Hong Kong can be 
traced back to the year 1947 only. 



jrMJJ AS ~nA~~~~nnA~~m.~~&m~~m~~m~~~.§ 
Appendix AS Number of live births by age of mother and order of live birth, 1981-1996 

aJ~~it ~ m-~m~ m=~m~ m=-~m~ m 1?!l~,&J; .. t.ti¥Jm~ ffi~m~~~ 
Age of mother Year First order Second order Third order Fourth and higher All order live births 

live birth live birth live birth order live birth 

20 ~J;)""f 1981 2715 472 32 2 3221 
Under 20 1982 2264 344 18 1 2627 

1983 2058 356 24 2 2440 
1984 1 703 283 13 0 1999 
1985 1653 207 16 1 1877 
1986 1 335 167 10 0 1512 
1987 1 150 150 5 1 1306 
1988 1 178 145 4 0 1327 
1989 1 131 120 6 1 1258 
1990 1 100 99 2 0 1201 
1991 1 147 126 5 1 1279 

...... 1992 1 134 130 5 0 1269 0 
0\ 1993 1 198 135 6 0 1339 

1994 1 179 125 4 2 1310 
1995 1055 127 9 0 1 191 
1996 1047 125 11 0 1 183 

20 - 24 1981 16033 6948 1339 250 24570 
1982 14733 7079 1 190 190 23192 
1983 14040 6449 1 195 202 21886 
1984 11679 5361 1001 165 18206 
1985 11064 4413 750 117 16344 
1986 9130 3552 561 85 13 328 
1987 7757 3027 408 65 11 257 
1988 7606 2660 355 42 10 663 
1989 6680 2285 302 39 9306 
1990 6102 2158 244 26 8530 
1991 5946 2045 253 33 8277 
1992 6809 2106 278 25 9218 
1993 7535 2095 269 33 9932 
1994 7398 2259 209 22 9888 
1995 6389 2062 192 27 8670 
1996 5755 1835 169 22 7781 



Im!l AS (If) -hA-~~-hhA~~mm~.&m~~.m~~m~~~.§ 
Appendix AS (Cont'd.) Number of live births by age of mother and order of live birth, 1981-1996 

ffl:~~~ ~ m-~m~ m=~m~ m-=~m~ ml1]~&t)...tl¥Jm~ pJTffm~~~ 
Age of mother- Year First order Second order Third order Fourth and higher All order live births 

live birth live birth live birth order live birth 

25 - 29 1981 14879 13 624 5470 1922 35895 
1982 15252 14186 5404 1681 36523 
1983 15918 13 631 4999 1523 36071 
1984 15044 13 236 4672 1328 34280 
1985 15939 12757 4425 1 135 34256 
1986 15473 12062 3863 1046 32444 
1987 15243 11632 3537 843 31255 
1988 17533 11 575 3291 706 33 105 
1989 15718 10 388 2603 587 29296 
1990 15376 10018 2440 463 28297 
1991 14972 9574 2291 417 27254 - 1992 15029 9365 2124 359 26877 0 

-.I 1993 14062 8458 1827 349 24696 
1994 13 935 8235 1594 268 24032 
1995 12926 7735 1362 212 22235 
1996 11 491 6939 1249 188 19867 

30 - 34 1981 3779 6891 4765 3060 18495 
1982 4048 7242 4657 2879 18826 
1983 4126 7397 4219 2317 18059 
1984 4235 7373 4123 2019 17750 
1985 4841 767l 3862 1852 18226 
1986 5148 8099 3825 1604 18676 
1987 5515 9041 3926 1607 20089 
1988 7037 10500 4223 1573 23333 
1989 7123 9903 4077 1430 22533 
1990 7137 10139 3883 1278 22437 
1991 7929 10 419 3817 1189 23354 
1992 8673 11098 3891 1209 24871 
1993 9314 11277 3448 1081 25 120 
1994 10 454 11694 3312 908 26368 
1995 10 529 11 594 2993 786 25902 
1996 9756 10 718 2659 699 23832 



Ifm!l AS (If) ~ftA~~~~ftftA~~m.~~&m~~.m~~m~~~.§ 
Appendix AS (Cont'd.) Number of live births by age of mother and order of live birth, 1981-1996 

m:mifit if m-*ra~ m=*ra~ m-=*ra~ ml1]*,&J;)LB9ra~ pfTffra~*15t 
Age of mother Year First order Second order Third order Fourth and higher All order live births 

live birth live birth live birth order live birth 

35 ~,&J;)L 1981 511 1 120 1 104 1835 4570 
35 and over 1982 610 1334 1276 1 732 4952 

1983 691 1464 1238 1444 4837 
1984 751 1588 1378 1345 5062 
1985 847 1862 1495 1219 5423 
1986 981 2096 1433 1 150 5660 
1987 1025 2407 1549 1070 6051 
1988 1302 2774 1 742 1 166 6984 
1989 1356 3007 1 749 1 116 7228 
1990 1453 2983 1 785 1045 7266 
1991 1595 3453 1953 1 116 8117 

...... 1992 1780 3822 2067 1045 8714 0 
00 1993 1994 4231 2059 1080 9364 

1994 2247 4662 2127 1012 10048 
1995 2494 5070 2176 899 10639 
1996 2704 4982 2050 892 10 628 

*~~ 1981 37917 29055 12710 7069 86751 
Total 1982 36907 30185 12545 6483 86120 

1983 36833 29297 11675 5488 83293 
1984 33412 27841 11 187 4857 77 297 
1985 34344 26910 10 548 4324 76126 
1986 32067 25976 9692 3885 71620 
1987 30690 26257 9425 3586 69958 
1988 34656 27654 9615 3487 75412 
1989 32008 25703 8737 3 173 69621 
1990 31 168 2-5397 8354 2812 67731 
1991 31589 25617 8319 2756 68281 
1992 33425 26521 8365 2638 70949 
1993 34103 26196 7609 2543 70451 
1994 35213 26975 7246 2212 71646 
1995 33393 26588 6732 1924 68637 
1996 30753 24599 6138 1801 63291 
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Appendix A6 

-nA-~~-nnA~~m~~.m~~~~m~n* 
Age-specific fertility rates by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

if~*fI.)jU 
Age group 

$~~fl( if 
Order of Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 
live birth 

(mT;g:9:tti¥Jm~~511f{ El ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

m-~$~ 1981 9.9 56.1 63.4 19.9 4.0 0.6 0.0 
First order 

1982 8.6 51.0 62.4 20.3 4.3 0.7 0.1 live birth 
1983 8.2 48.5 61.8 19.8 4.6 0.5 0.0 
1984 7.2 40.9 55 .7 19.6 4.4 0.6 0.0 
1985 7.3 39.6 56 .6 21.5 4.4 0.6 0.0 
1986 6.1 33 .3 53.4 21.6 4.8 0.4 0.0 
1987 5.5 29.4 51.7 21.9 4.6 0.6 0.0 
1988 5.7 30.7 59.2 26.7 5.6 0.7 0.0 
1989 5.5 29.0 53 .7 26.0 5.5 0.8 0.0 
1990 5.4 28.5 53 .9 25 .5 5.7 0.9 0.0 
1991 5.9 28.1 53.5 27.6 6.0 0.9 0.0 
1992 5.9 33.5 55 .9 29.6 6.3 1.0 0.0 
1993 6.2 37.3 54.0 31.1 6.7 0.9 0.0 
1994 6.0 36.5 54.9 34.4 7.3 0.8 0.1 
1995 5.3 31.4 52.6 34.4 7.6 1.0 0.1 
1996 5.2 27.4 47.5 31.6 7.9 1.1 0.1 

tt~ : ;<$:~IH1rl*ffl .&JUI:BI¥J~W$ . ~~ffl&~§t.53z::11;>f.ii~&HIII¥JAD~7taji Note All fertility rates used and presented here are compiled using a population 
~. ~J!tW;ltft!ifU~JlJT~' §t.53z::11;>f.ii~~{iII¥J~W$J:t~· ilJ~g~JlJTilJt • denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH' s). 

They may therefore differ from fertility rates contained in other publications 
that include the female FDH's. 
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Iff-tfJ A6 (If) 
Appendix A6 (Cont'd.) 

-hA-~~-hhA~~m~~.m~~~.m~n* 
Age-specific fertility rates by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

iF-iMEl3U 
Age group 

m~~1f( if-
Order of Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 
live birth 

(m-Ti5:;C11I¥Jft5~~52.fi§ ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

~=~m~ 1981 1.7 24.3 58.1 36.2 9.2 1.1 0.1 
Second order 

1982 1.3 24.5 58.0 36.3 9.9 1.2 0.1 live birth 
1983 1.4 22.3 52.9 35 .5 9.8 0.9 0.1 

1984 1.2 18.8 49.0 34.2 9.3 1.1 0.0 

1985 0.9 15 .8 45 .3 34.0 9.8 1.2 0.1 

1986 0.8 13 .0 41.6 34.0 10.2 1.1 0.1 

1987 0.7 11.5 39.5 36.0 11.0 1.2 0.1 

1988 0.7 10.7 39.1 39.9 12.0 1.5 0.0 

1989 0.6 9.9 35 .5 36.2 12.4 1.6 0.0 

1990 0.5 10.1 35 .1 36.2 11.9 1.5 0.0 

1991 0.6 9.7 34.2 36.2 13 .2 1.6 0.1 

1992 0.7 10.4 34.8 37.9 13 .8 1.7 0.1 

1993 0.7 10.4 32.5 37.7 14.4 1.8 0.1 

1994 0.6 11.1 32.5 38.4 15 .0 1.8 0.0 

1995 0.6 10.1 31.5 37.9 15 .6 1.9 0.1 

1996 0.6 8.7 28 .7 34.7 14.7 1.9 0.0 

tt~ : *~~~m.&9UI±li¥J~1f$ . J:!;j~m~1f-@.t83l::tt"HU~~ilIIi¥JAD~5H3:1i Note All fertility rates used and presented here are compiled using a population 
~ . tE JltW~ft!!fU~FJT~' -@.t.53l::tt9\-g~~ilIIi¥J~1f$tt.f3{· PJfjg1fFJT~J4 • denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH's). 

They may therefore differ from fertility rates contained in other publications 
that include the female FDH's. 
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Appendix A6 (Cont'd.) 

-ftA-~~-ftftA~~m~~am~~.m~»* 
Age-specific fertility rates by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

1f~*fl.JjU 
Age group 

m~;j(~ 1f 
Order of Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 
live birth 

(~T~3z:tt~7ISTI:¥5CtiEl ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

m=-;j(m~ 1981 0.1 4.7 23 .3 25 .1 8.6 1.4 0.1 
Third order 

1982 0.1 4.l 22.1 23 .3 9.5 1.1 O.l live birth 
1983 O.l 4.l 19.4 20.3 8.0 1.2 0.1 
1984 0.1 3.5 17.3 19.1 7.9 1.3 0.0 
1985 0.1 2.7 15 .7 17.1 7.8 1.1 0.1 
1986 0.0 2.0 13 .3 16.1 6.9 0.8 0.1 
1987 0.0 1.5 12.0 15.6 6.9 1.1 0.1 
1988 0.0 1.4 11.1 16.0 7.3 1.3 0.0 
1989 0.0 1.3 8.9 14.9 7.0 1.2 0.1 
1990 0.0 1.1 8.6 13.9 7.1 1.0 0.0 
1991 0.0 1.2 8.2 13 .3 7.3 1.1 0.1 
1992 0.0 1.4 7.9 13.3 7.4 1.0 0.1 
1993 0.0 1.3 7.0 11.5 6.8 1.1 0.1 
1994 0.0 1.0 6.3 10.9 6.6 1.1 0.1 
1995 0.0 0.9 5.5 9.8 6.3 1.2 0.0 
1996 0.1 0.8 5.2 8.6 5.8 l.1 0.0 

tt" : *~~~m&~Utf1I¥.J~lJ$ . ~~mta1f§m3z:tt;;".~9!.II¥.JAD1.¥,tBlli Note All fertility rates used and presented here are compiled using a population 
~ · ~~W~~~~ffi~ ·§m3z:tt;;".~~.II¥.J~lJ$~~·~~1fffi~~ · denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH's). 

They may therefore differ from fertility rates contained in other publications 
that include the female FDH's. 
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Iffm A6 (11) 
Appendix A6 (Cont'd.) 

~ftA~~~~ftftA~m~*.m~~~.m~~ 
Age-specific fertility rates by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

~iMJ3.JjU 
Age group 

m~;:?z~ ~ 
Order of Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 
live birth 

(~Ti5:9:ttl¥Jm~~ 5e.fl El ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

ml2Y;:?Z&P)..t.l¥Jm~ 1981 0.0 0.9 8.2 16.1 12.5 3.8 0.4 
Fourth and higher 

1982 0.0 0.7 6.9 14.4 1l.0 3.2 0.4 order live birth 
1983 0.0 0.7 5.9 1l.1 8.3 2.4 0.4 
1984 0.0 0.6 4.9 9.4 7.1 2.0 0.1 
1985 0.0 0.4 4.0 8.2 5.7 l.8 0.2 
1986 0.0 0.3 3.6 6.7 4.9 l.6 0.2 
1987 0.0 0.2 2.9 6.4 4.3 l.4 0.1 

1988 0.0 0.2 2.4 6.0 4.4 l.4 0.2 
1989 0.0 0.2 2.0 5.2 4.1 l.2 0.1 

1990 0.0 0.1 l.6 4.6 3.7 l.0 0.2 

1991 0.0 0.2 l.5 4.1 3.9 l.0 0.1 
1992 0.0 0.1 l.3 4.1 3.4 0.9 0.1 

1993 0.0 0.2 l.3 3.6 3.3 0.9 0.1 

1994 0.0 0.1 l.1 3.0 2.9 0.8 0.1 

1995 0.0 0.1 0.9 2.6 2.4 0.7 0.1 

1996 0.0 0.1 0.8 2.3 2.2 0.8 0.0 

tt" : :;$:~*~m~HUtJj891:.W$ , ~:m:m~lif1£t.!i~tt7HI~~{iI89ADA:5tff11j Note All fertility rates used and presented here are compiled using a population 
~ ' ~~W~M~~ffi.'1£t.!i~tt~.~~{iI891:.W$~~'~~lifffi~~· denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH's). 

They may therefore differ from fertility rates contained in other publications 
that include the female FDH's. 
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Appendix A7 

tf. 
Year 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

~ftA~~~~ftftA~~m~~m~~~n~.~m. 
Median childbearing age of women by order of live birth, 1981-1996 

~-~m~ 
First order live birth 

25 .1 

25.4 

25 .6 

25 .9 

26.2 

26.6 

27.0 

27.4 

27.6 

27.8 

28.1 

28.1 

28 .2 

28.4 

28 .7 

28.8 

~=~m~ ~~~m~ 
Second order live birth Third order live birth 

27.5 29.6 

27.6 29.7 

27.8 29.7 

28.1 29.9 

28.5 30.1 

28 .9 30.4 

29.4 30.8 

29.8 31.1 

30.0 31.6 

30.2 31.8 

30.4 32.1 

30.6 32.3 

30.9 32.4 

31.1 32.7 

31.4 33 .1 

31.7 33 .3 

~[[!3~& 
p)Li¥Jm~ 

Fourth and higher 
order live birth 

32.0 

32.3 

32.1 

32.2 

32.4 

32.4 

32.8 

33 .1 

33.5 

33 .7 

34.0 

34.0 

34.2 

34.5 

34.6 

35 .0 

J5JT1[m~~~ 
All order live births 

27.0 

27.2 

27.2 

27.6 

27.8 

28.2 

28.7 

29.0 

29.2 

29.3 

29.6 

29.7 

29.9 

30.1 

30.4 

30.6 



1fM. AS ~~~lli~~mm~~~~W~n* 
Appendix AS Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

1fiit 
Age 

1:B~1f{5} 
Year of birth 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

C4fff;g:tcttl¥Jmil~51~§ ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1927 7.0 9.3 2l.3 38.4 84.8 88.9 97.7 114.3 113 .6 127.2 124.3 141.1 
1928 2.8 10.1 16.4 42.0 82.3 100.8 107.9 129.2 145.7 160.0 170.7 186.9 
1929 4.8 10.0 22.9 67.1 70.3 117.4 129.4 156.3 166.0 194.9 209.0 222 .6 
1930 6.8 10.0 25 .9 55.5 9l.4 142.7 168.7 195.0 229.6 248.7 280.5 288.2 
1931 9.6 18.8 33 .7 7l.2 105.8 156.4 186.7 219.4 255.9 280.0 290.1 339.2 
1932 6.3 9.5 35.8 63.4 99.2 130.9 16l.7 209.7 229.6 263 .1 287.2 280.4 

1933 9.3 16.6 39.4 74.7 107.4 145.8 198.2 23l.4 295 .7 297.3 315.4 327.3 
1934 10.2 19.9 32.0 61.1 76.1 14l.0 175.9 216.7 264.6 292.8 304.9 302.4 .... 

6.0 13.6 28.7 6l.9 90.6 125.4 162.1 208.0 222.6 .... 1935 26l.4 285 .5 309.7 .,. 
1936 12.6 12.6 22.8 46.8 83 .0 122.7 166.7 204.5 237.5 254.4 264.7 276.5 
1937 6.6 15.0 33 .1 68.6 97.4 17l.4 202.1 268.2 274.3 327.2 366.3 352.4 
1938 5.1 9.7 24.4 53 .8 80.0 126.0 165.5 196.3 217.9 277.7 289.6 278.1 
1939 7.7 17.3 31.5 6l.9 95 .2 135.6 177.8 208.8 273.6 273.0 302.8 270.0 
1940 4.3 1l.0 29.2 53 .6 101.1 129.7 176.5 212.4 253.2 271.5 285 .5 284.9 
1941 3.5 17.3 32.5 47.7 107.1 135.4 193.5 229.4 255.0 26l.2 268.8 287.5 
1942 7.5 1l.6 27.4 52.0 9l.7 142.3 192.2 214.1 242.2 26l.3 260.0 268.2 
1943 7.0 15.4 38.4 74.1 95 .8 130.7 185.9 21l.8 25l.7 273 .3 264.2 236.3 
1944 6.5 12.4 32.8 72.1 96.3 16l.2 201.1 250.9 268.6 296.1 295.4 265 .8 
1945 4.0 16.1 29.9 63.7 96.4 139.5 17l.7 204.4 230.8 256.0 236.6 259.4 

1946 9.0 13 .1 34.8 55.6 90.5 133 .9 164.2 200.8 223.4 272.6 259.9 273 .6 
1947 4.0 9.6 25.3 46.6 79.5 122.9 149.4 186.7 20l.7 247.2 244.3 27l.8 

1948 4.1 9.1 28.0 4l.9 68.7 96.4 123 .2 148.6 20l.4 227.5 23l.9 228.5 

1949 l.5 7.9 18.2 39.8 63 .2 90.2 108.7 136.8 185.3 206.1 206.5 20l.8 

1950 l.4 8.6 15.8 32.7 59.9 76.6 109.3 133 .3 172.2 199.9 198.6 207.2 

1951 2.9 6.6 13.7 28.8 42.4 7l.8 103.1 130.4 169.2 182.1 183.6 19l.2 

1952 2.1 6.1 15.9 28.4 42.9 73.4 95 .2 132.9 145.5 166.4 175.9 173 .5 

1953 l.6 5.2 14.6 27.0 44.1 72.9 100.0 120.4 134.7 156.1 164.0 163.7 

1954 2.9 5.3 13.9 28.0 45.1 74.0 95.0 105.4 130.2 150.4 155.2 167.1 



~ 

~A8 (Ii) ~~ttm~~IDm~~~~m~w* 
Appendix A8 (Cont'd.) Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

if~ 
Age 

tf:\~iff51 
Year of birth 15 16 17 ... 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

(a-=f;g~11I¥Jft§~~51'H3 ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1955 l.2 3.8 14.4 28.3 45 .3 69.6 84.9 100.9 12l.0 137.4 152.4 160.6 
1956 l.7 4.0 14.7 29.8 42 .5 60.6 82 .3 94.3 112.5 138.1 147.1 154.1 
1957 l.6 4.2 14.6 29.5 39.4 60.1 76.4 89.1 11l.0 132.7 142.1 143 .8 
1958 l.9 5.8 13.3 26.3 39.1 56.5 68.8 87.3 109.6 130.6 136.7 126.5 
1959 l.6 5.1 16.1 25 .3 33 .0 46.9 66.5 83.6 99.5 117.4 117.7 119.1 
1960 l.2 5.1 16.2 24.5 28.1 44.9 64.9 78.4 100.0 103 .7 111.5 110.9 
1961 l.9 5.9 13 .7 18.5 28.4 42.8 56.4 76.7 82.6 96.4 99.6 102.9 
1962 l.8 4.6 1l.2 16.5 25 .8 37.6 48.5 60.4 75 .6 8l.7 87.7 105.6 ...... 
1963 l.3 4.0 10.4 16.1 2l.6 34.2 41.5 53 .8 62.7 72.4 90.1 95.6 ...... 

U1 

1964 l.3 3.9 9.3 13.3 21.1 27.5 37.0 42.6 5l.4 69.7 78.4 92.1 
1965 l.4 3.7 8.2 13 .1 17.6 24.3 30.8 37.9 53.4 64.4 74.8 85 .4 
1966 l.6 3.2 7.8 11.4 16.7 20.0 25.2 37.9 47.1 62.8 73 .8 89.6 
1967 1.1 3.1 6.2 1l.2 13 .9 18.9 25 .2 37.3 47.2 59.9 76.6 84.1 

1 ~68 1.1 3.1 7.2 10.4 13.5 19.0 25 .8 38.4 48.4 69.1 78.6 89.1 
1 69 1.5 3.5 6.0 9.2 14.1 18.0 25 .5 38.6 57.7 74.5 81.5 86.1 
1970 1.1 2.5 4.7 8.6 12.9 18.0 26.4 46.9 64.2 75 .8 80.2 80.0 
1971 0.8 2.4 5.6 8.8 12.0 17.4 28.6 52.2 63.4 67.8 69.9 
1972 1.1 2.7 5.2 8.4 12.1 20.0 30.7 47.8 52.4 58.9 
1973 1.6 2.9 5.4 9.9 11.5 20.4 3l.0 43 .6 49.1 
1974 l.3 2.4 6.0 10.0 13 .7 2l.6 28.3 37.3 
1975 l.3 3.2 6.6 9.4 13 .0 18.1 22.9 
1976 1.4 3.3 6.0 9.8 11.4 16.0 
1977 l.8 3.8 6.0 8.3 1l.9 
1978 l.9 2.9 5.2 8.5 
1979 l.6 3.1 4.8 
1980 l.4 2.3 
1981 1.8 



ImJ A8 (If) ~~ttili~~IDm~~~~m~n* 
Appendix A8 (Cont'd.) Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

4=~ 
Age 

1H~4=f51 
Year of birth 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 

( ~T~:9::11i¥J75~~.5t.~ El ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1927 155.0 15l.5 139.8 159.2 148.2 146.6 134.6 119.4 119.4 115.2 88.0 80.3 
1928 18l.4 193.6 189.0 198.4 173 .4 190.8 156.1 150.9 135.9 113.1 96.9 76.2 
1929 240.3 23l.9 243 .9 227.9 199.3 214.2 184.5 186.9 152.3 123 .4 88.0 76.4 
1930 312.8 289.6 307.3 290.5 278.2 262.8 24l.9 216.9 170.0 135.0 103 .2 8l.8 
1931 32l.4 320.9 338.7 313.2 306.9 276.6 243 .9 203 .5 16l.2 127.5 1Ol.5 82.3 
1932 312.5 284.9 298.5 293 .5 274.0 236.4 187.1 174.8 14l.3 113 .7 88.8 76.7 
1933 342.9 33l.0 356.9 31l.8 285 .3 24l.2 185.7 163.9 13l.8 114.1 82.0 76.1 
1934 32l.4 324.3 330.1 299.5 244.3 237.5 175.9 147.3 126.5 97.9 8l.6 67.1 

..... 1935 310.7 306.7 286.0 223 .6 222.6 186.3 141.5 139.0 11l.2 97.1 74.1 59.7 
0-

1936 289.0 252.5 249.7 223 .0 188.0 16l.2 143.5 98.6 108.4 92.5 67.6 54.7 
1937 361.5 310.9 283 .9 247.8 203.3 205 .7 113 .9 133.4 104.1 88.1 63 .3 46.4 
1938 257.0 245.9 222.5 199.1 176.1 153 .8 15l.6 119.8 97.2 76.3 53 .7 45 .3 
1939 273 .0 237.9 226.0 185.6 192.4 172.6 13l.9 114.3 87.7 63 .2 42 .0 39.7 
1940 264.8 252.0 217.9 288.5 175.3 150.5 12l.0 98.7 75 .1 57.6 44.4 38.7 
1941 269.5 258.4 164.0 183 .4 149.5 140.9 103.6 83 .0 7l.2 52.8 39.3 34.4 
1942 240.1 224.5 186.8 180.9 135.9 125.3 99.4 8l.0 65 .2 50.1 37.0 29.7 
1943 247.2 234.9 205.0 195.9 149.1 126.2 99.5 84.7 68.7 5l.4 33.5 27.2 
1944 266.7 244.4 220.6 204.5 146.2 125.0 93 .3 78.7 65 .2 48.7 30.8 25 .7 
1945 263 .5 232.7 180.7 159.5 113 .6 106.9 8l.4 70.0 57.7 42.0 3l.0 20.4 
1946 242.9 220.3 163.4 150.9 106.5 105.8 76.0 64.5 46.9 39.1 25.8 17.7 
1947 232.2 207.3 17l.6 '152.7 116.6 107.1 8l.3 60.7 49.4 36.9 26.6 17.6 
1948 200.5 19l.8 165.0 15l.4 116.9 102.7 75 .0 60.9 44.0 32.5 25 .3 16.8 
1949 188.1 184.4 167.0 148.1 108.7 95.9 70.2 57.7 43 .2 33 .3 25 .2 17.0 
1950 196.5 193 .0 160.7 143 .3 108.2 99.3 70.6 55.4 42.9 32.8 24.8 20.6 
1951 182.3 178.7 15l.8 134.7 108.5 84.6 66.5 53 .6 42.1 33.0 27.2 19.8 
1952 163.2 167.2 143 .7 125.8 103 .7 8l.9 66.4 52.3 43 .5 36.2 26.2 18.9 
1953 160.4 153 .8 137.9 112.7 93 .3 77.2 62.9 53 .4 46.4 35.8 25 .6 19.8 
1954 159.6 154.3 130.7 110.4 95 .1 76.2 68.3 60.7 47.6 36.2 27.8 21.1 



Ifm!l A8 (It) ~~ttlli~~~m~~~~m~W* 
Appendix A8 (Cont'd.) Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

ifit 
Age 

te~iff7J 
Year of birth 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 

(~=f;g:tctt~ft§~~ 5lJf § ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1955 158.3 143.3 123 .1 106.9 90.5 79.3 74.1 58.7 45.1 38.4 28.0 20.9 

1956 144.9 132.1 118.0 104.1 90.4 87.4 69.4 56.4 47.5 37.6 28.0 21.9 

1957 135.6 129.1 111.6 101.7 101.1 82.8 67.7 57.5 50.1 37.4 30.8 20.6 

1958 131.0 120.9 113.3 113.1 95.3 82.3 72.0 64.0 50.0 38.5 30.4 21.2 

1959 116.7 113.1 119.9 100.7 90.3 82.3 72.3 61.7 49.5 40.0 28.1 

1960 113.4 124.3 106.6 100.2 92.2 84.5 69.5 60.5 50.0 38.8 -- 1961 119.1 113.1 107.2 100.0 95.9 83 .2 73 .7 62.3 48.7 -.l 

1962 106.0 113.2 111.0 107.1 97.3 87.8 75 .5 61.2 

1963 106.2 113.8 116.8 108.1 104.9 91.5 73 .5 

1964 98.7 110.2 108.6 107.2 98.6 81.5 

1965 101.1 104.2 105.0 96.7 84.3 

1966 94.0 102.1 99.4 86.7 

1967 92.3 93 .3 84.2 

1968 90.7 87.9 

1969 86.7 



IfMfl AS (It) ~~ttlli~~IDm~~~~m~n* 
Appendix AS (Cont'd.) Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

1f~ 
Age 

t:e~1ff)} 
Year of birth 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

(W=f~:9::1iI¥J75~~5C.~ § ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1927 48.4 43 .7 29.8 20.7 19.2 12.0 7.3 4.0 2.2 1.3 0.2 
1928 59.7 44.8 30.8 29.1 18.1 10.8 7.1 3.3 l.8 0.4 0.2 
1929 70.7 37.8 33 .8 25.8 16.4 9.8 5.5 3.2 l.2 0.5 0.2 
1930 79.6 5l.9 37.6 24.4 15.0 8.9 5.0 l.9 0.6 0.3 0.2 
1931 57.3 47.4 32.8 23 .1 13.2 8.1 3.6 1.3 0.7 0.3 0.3 
1932 57.0 44.5 28.5 20.5 1l.9 6.1 2.9 l.4 0.5 0.4 0.2 ..... - 1933 53 .6 41.3 24.7 17.3 7.9 5.3 2.8 l.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 00 

1934 5l.4 38.6 2l.0 14.3 7.1 4.4 2.2 1.3 0.5 0.1 0.1 
1935 43 .9 33.0 17.2 13 .5 7.7 3.3 l.7 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.1 
1936 33.9 27.3 14.1 10.5 5.4 3.0 l.5 0.6 0.4 0.0 0.1 
1937 30.9 24.3 12.7 10.3 5.9 2.5 l.7 0.7 0.1 0.2 0.4 
1938 28.7 21.1 10.4 8.4 4.4 2.4 l.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.0 
1939 24.4 17.1 9.1 6.8 3.4 . l.7 0.9 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.2 
1940 22.9 16.5 7.4 6.2 2.8 l.5 0.9 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.3 
1941 22.6 13 .8 8.2 5.0 3.0 l.6 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 
1942 18.0 12.1 6.5 4.0 2.2 l.2 0:7 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.1 
1943 18.1 10.2 6.2 4.2 2.2 l.5 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 
1944 14.8 10.6 6.2 3.9 2.1 1.1 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.2 
1945 14.1 8.7 4.7 3.8 2.0 l.2 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 
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IfMfJ AS (ji) ~~ttlli~~~m~~~~m~w* 
Appendix AS (Cont'd.) Age-specific fertility rates for women born in given years 

lH~1ff5J 
Year of birth 39 40 41 42 43 

1f1{l 
Age 

44 45 46 47 48 49 

C4~Ff;g:9:'lil¥JftS~~5eIH3 ) 
(Number of live births per 1 000 women) 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 

tt" : 

12.1 6.8 4.3 3.1 2.2 
12.9 7.8 6.0 3.5 1.8 
12.1 9.3 6.0 3.4 2.3 
13 .1 9.0 5.2 3.6 1.6 
13.1 8.8 5.6 3.6 2.0 
12.4 9.0 6.7 3.7 2.0 
14.6 9.1 6.2 3.5 1.9 
13.4 10.0 5.6 3.2 2.1 
15.3 9.4 6.6 3.6 
14.7 10.5 6.6 
15.4 9.8 
14.8 

*~5~m&~w~~.* ,~.m~w~m~tt~.a~.I~AD~m~ 
~ , ~JftW~ft!!fU~pJi.' ~m~tt~.a~.I~~.*J;t~, OJlIgWPJT~~ . 

1.1 
0.9 
1.0 
0.9 
1.1 

0.9 
1.1 

Note 

0.7 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.1 
0.6 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.2 
0.5 0.2 0.2 0.1 
0.5 0.3 0.1 
0.5 0.2 
0.4 

All fertility rates used and presented here are compiled using a population 
denominator which has excluded female foreign domestic helpers (FDH's). 
They may therefore differ from fertility rates contained in other publications 
that include the female FDH's. 
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Appendix A9 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

~~ftm~~~&~em~~~~~n.~ 
Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

16 

0.0070 
0.0028 
0.0048 
0.0068 
0.0096 
0.0063 
0.0093 
0.0102 
0.0060 
0.0126 
0.0066 
0.0051 
0.0077 
0.0043 
0.0035 
0.0075 
0.0070 
0.0065 
0.0040 
0.0090 
0.0040 
0.0041 
0.0015 
0.0014 
0.0029 
0.0021 
0.0016 
0.0029 

17 

0.0163 
0.0129 
0.0148 
0.0168 
0.0284 
0.0158 
0.0259 
0.0301 
0.0196 
0.0252 
0.0216 
0.0148 
0.0250 
0.0153 
0.0208 
0.0191 
0.0224 
0.0189 
0.0201 
0.0221 
0.0136 
0.0132 
0.0094 
0.0100 
0.0095 
0.0082 
0.0068 
0.0082 

18 

0.0376 
0.0293 
0.0377 
0.0427 
0.0621 
0.0516 
0.0653 
0.0621 
0.0483 
0.0480 
0.0547 
0.0392 
0.0565 
0.0445 
0.0533 
0.0465 
0.0608 
0.0517 
0.0500 
0.0569 
0.0389 
0.0412 
0.0276 
0.0258 
0.0232 
0.0241 
0.0214 
0.0221 

19 

0.0760 
0.0713 
0.1048 
0.0982 
0.1333 
0.1150 
0.1400 
0.1232 
0.1102 
0.0948 
0.1233 
0.0930 
0.1184 
0.0981 
0.1010 
0.0985 
0.1349 
0.1238 
0.1137 
0.1125 
0.0855 
0.0831 
0.0674 
0.0585 
0.0520 
0.0525 
0.0484 
0.0501 

20 

0.1608 
0.1536 
0.1751 
0.1896 
0.2391 
0.2142 
0.2474 
0.1993 
0.2008 
0.1778 
0.2207 
0.1730 
0.2136 
0.1992 
0.2081 
0.1902 
0.2307 
0.2201 
0.2101 
0.2030 
0.1650 
0.1518 
0.1306 
0.1184 
0.0944 
0.0954 
0.0925 
0.0952 

21 

0.2497 
0.2544 
0.2925 
0.3323 
0.3955 
0.3451 
0.3932 
0.3403 
0.3262 
0.3005 
0.3921 
0.2990 
0.3492 
0.3289 
0.3435 
0.3325 
0.3614 
0.3813 
0.3496 
0.3369 
0.2879 
0.2482 
0.2208 
0.1950 
0.1662 
0.1688 
0.1654 
0.1692 

ij::~ 
Age 

22 

0.3476 
0.3623 
0.4219 
0.5010 
0.5822 
0.5068 
0.5914 
0.5162 
0.4883 
0.4672 
0.5942 
0.4645 
0.5270 
0.5054 
0.5370 
0.5247 
0.5473 
0.5824 
0.5213 
0.5011 
0.4373 
0.3714 
0.3295 
0.3043 
0.2693 
0.2640 
0.2653 
0.2642 

23 

0.4619 
0.4915 
0.5782 
0.6960 
0.8016 
0.7165 
0.8228 
0.7329 
0.6963 
0.6717 
0.8624 
0.6608 
0.7358 
0.7178 
0.7664 
0.7388 
0.7591 
0.8333 
0.7257 
0.7019 
0.6240 
0.5200 
0.4663 
0.4377 
0.3997 
0.3969 
0.3857 
0.3696 

24 

0.5755 
0.6372 
0.7442 
0.9256 
1.0575 
0.9461 
1.1185 
0.9975 
0.9189 
0.9092 
1.1367 
0.8787 
1.0094 
0.9710 
1.0214 
0.9810 
1.0108 
1.1019 
0.9565 
0.9253 
0.8257 
0.7214 
0.6516 
0.6099 
0.5689 
0.5424 
0.5204 
0.4998 

25 

0.7027 
0.7972 
0.9391 
1.1743 
1.3375 
1.2092 
1.4158 
1.2903 
1.1803 
1.1636 
1.4639 
1.1564 
1.2824 
1.2425 
1.2826 
1.2423 
1.2841 
1.3980 
1.2125 
1.1979 
1.0729 
0.9489 
0.8576 
0.8098 
0.7510 
0.7087 
0.6765 
0.6501 

26 

0.8270 
0.9679 
1.1481 
1.4548 
1.6276 
1.4964 
1.7312 
1.5952 
1.4658 
1.4283 
1.8302 
1.4460 
1.5852 
1.5280 
1.5514 
1.5023 
1.5483 
1.6934 
1.4491 
1.4578 
1.3172 
1.1808 
1.0642 
1.0084 
0.9346 
0.8846 
0.8406 
0.8053 

27 

0.9681 
1.1548 
1.3707 
1.7430 
1.9668 
1.7768 
2.0585 
1.8976 
1.7755 
1.7048 
2.1826 
1.7241 
1.8552 
1.8129 
1.8389 
1.7705 
1.7846 
1.9592 
1.7085 
1.7314 
1.5889 
1.4093 
1.2660 
1.2156 
1.1258 
1.0582 
1.0042 
0.9725 



Ifmfl A9 (It) 
Appendix A9 (Cont'd.) 

lH~1f:f)j 
Year of birth 

1955 
.1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 

16 

0.0012 
0.0017 
0.0016 
0.0019 
0.0016 
0.00l2 
0.0019 
0.0018 
0.0013 
0.0013 
0.0014 
0.0016 
0.0011 
0.0011 
0.0015 
0.0011 
0.0008 
0.0011 
0.0016 
0.0013 
0.0013 
0.0014 
0.0018 
0.0019 
0.0016 
0.0014 
0.0018 

~m.lli~~~&~.~~~~m~w.§ 
Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

17 

0.0050 
0.0057 
0.0058 
0.0077 
0.0068 
0.0063 
0.0078 
0.0064 
0.0053 
0.0052 
0.0051 
0.0048 
0.0041 
0.0042 
0.0049 
0.0036 
0.0033 
0.0038 
0.0045 
0.0037 
0.0046 
0.0047 
0.0056 
0.0049 
0.0047 
0.0038 

18 

0.0194 
0.0204 
0.0204 
0.0210 
0.0229 
0.0225 
0.0215 
0.0176 
0.0157 
0.0145 
0.0132 
0.0l26 
0.0104 
0.0114 
0.0109 
0.0083 
0.0088 
0.0089 
0.0099 
0.0097 
0.0112 
0.0107 
0.0116 
0.0101 
0.0096 

19 

0.0477 
0.0503 
0.0500 
0.0473 
0.0482 
0.0470 
0.0400 
0.0340 
0.0318 
0.0278 
0.0264 
0.0241 
0.0216 
0.0219 
0.0201 
0.0169 
0.0177 
0.0173 
0.0198 
0.0198 
0.0206 
0.0204 
0.0198 
0.0186 

20 

0.0930 
0.0927 
0.0894 
0.0864 
0.08l2 
0.0751 
0.0683 
0.0598 
0.0534 
0.0489 
0.0440 
0.0407 
0.0355 
0.0353 
0.0342 
0.0298 
0.0296 
0.0294 
0.0312 
0.0334 
0.0336 
0.0318 
0.0318 

21 

0.1626 
0.1533 
0.1495 
0.1428 
0.1282 
0.1200 
0.1112 
0.0974 
0.0877 
0.0763 
0.0682 
0.0607 
0.0544 
0.0543 
0.0522 
0.0478 
0.0470 
0.0494 
0.0516 
0.0551 
0.0516 
0.0478 

1f:~ 
Age 

22 

0.2475 
0.2356 
0.2259 
0.2117 
0.1947 
0.1849 
0.1676 
0.1459 
0.1292 
0.1134 
0.0990 
0.0859 
0.0796 
0.0801 
0.0778 
0.0742 
0.0756 
0.0800 
0.0826 
0.0834 
0.0746 

23 

0.3484 
0.3299 
0.3150 
0.2989 
0.2783 
0.2633 
0.2443 
0.2063 
0.1830 
0.1559 
0.1369 
0.1238 
0.1169 
0.1185 
0.1164 
0. l212 
0. l278 
0.1278 
0.l262 
0.1207 

24 

0.4694 
0.4424 
0.4260 
0.4085 
0.3778 
0.3633 
0.3269 
0.2819 
0.2456 
0.2074 
0.1903 
0.1708 
0.1641 
0.1669 
0.1740 
0.1854 
0.1911 
0.1801 
0.1753 

25 

0.6067 
0.5805 
0.5587 
0.5391 
0.4952 
0.4670 
0.4234 
0.3637 
0.3181 
0.2770 
0.2547 
0.2337 
0.2240 
0.2361 
0.2485 
0.26l2 
0.2590 
0.2390 

26 

0.7591 
0.7276 
0.7007 
0.6758 
0.6l29 
0.5785 
0.5229 
0.4513 
0.4081 
0.3554 
0.3295 
0.3074 
0.3006 
0.3146 
0.3300 
0.3414 
0.3289 

27 

0.9197 
0.8817 
0.8445 
0.8023 
0.7320 
0.6894 
0.6258 
0.5569 
0.5037 
0.4476 
0.4149 
0.3970 
0.3848 
0.4037 
0.4161 
0.4214 



-N 
N 

Iffm A9 (If) 
Appendix A9 (Cont'd.) 

1±l~1f:f5t 
Year of birth 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

28 

1.1231 
1.3362 
l.6110 
2.0558 
2.2882 
2.0893 
2.4014 
2.2190 
2.0862 
l.9938 
2.5441 
l.9811 
2.1282 
2.0777 
2.1084 
2.0106 
2.0318 
2.2259 
l.9719 
l.9743 
l.8212 
l.6098 
l.4541 
l.4120 
1.3081 
l.2214 
1.1647 
1.1320 

~m.lli~~ID&~S~~~~~~n.~ 
Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

29 

l.2746 
l.5298 
l.8429 
2.3454 
2.6091 
2.3742 
2.7324 
2.5433 
2.3929 
2.2463 
2.8550 
2.2270 
2.3661 
2.3297 
2.3668 
2.2351 
2.2667 
2.4703 
2.2046 
2.1946 
2.0284 
l.8016 
l.6385 
l.6050 
l.4869 
1.3886 
1.3185 
l.2864 

30 

l.4144 
l.7188 
2.0868 
2.6527 
2.9478 
2.6727 
3.0893 
2.8734 
2.6789 
2.4960 
3.1389 
2.4495 
2.5921 
2.5476 
2.5308 
2.4219 
2.4717 
2.6909 
2.3854 
2.3579 
2.2001 
l.9666 
1.8055 
l.7657 
l.6387 
l.5324 
l.4564 
l.4171 

31 

1.5736 
l.9172 
2.3147 
2.9432 
3.2610 
2.9662 
3.4011 
3.1729 
2.9025 
2.7190 
3.3867 
2.6486 
2.7777 
2.8361 
2.7142 
2.6028 
2.6676 
2.8954 
2.5449 
2.5088 
2.3527 
2.1180 
l.9536 
l.9090 
l.7733 
l.6582 
1.5691 
1.5275 

32 

l.7218 
2.0906 
2.5140 
3.2214 
3.5679 
3.2402 
3.6864 
3.4172 
3.1251 
2.9070 
3.5900 
2.8247 
2.9701 
3.0114 
2.8637 
2.7387 
2.8168 
3.0416 
2.6584 
2.6153 
2.4693 
2.2350 
2.0623 
2.0172 
l.8818 
l.7619 
l.6624 
l.6226 

33 

l.8684 
2.2814 
2.7282 
3.4842 
3.8445 
3.4766 
3.9276 
3.6547 
3.3114 
3.0682 
3.7957 
2.9785 
3.1427 
3.1619 
3.0046 
2.8640 
2.9429 
3.1667 
2.7653 
2.7210 
2.5764 
2.3377 
2.1583 
2.1165 
l.9664 
l.8437 
l.7395 
l.6988 

1f:~ 
Age 

34 

2.0030 
2.4375 
2.9127 
3.7261 
4.0884 
3.6637 
4.1133 
3.8306 
3.4529 
3.2117 
3.9096 
3.1301 
3.2747 
3.2829 
3.1081 
2.9634 
3.0424 
3.2600 
2.8467 
2.7971 
2.6577 
2.4127 
2.2284 
2.1872 
2.0328 
l.9101 
l.8025 
l.7671 

35 

2.1224 
2.5884 
3.0996 
3.9430 
4.2919 
3.8385 
4.2772 
3.9779 
3.5919 
3.3103 
4.0430 
3.2499 
3.3890 
3.3816 
3.1911 
3.0444 
3.1271 
3.3387 
2.9167 
2.8616 
2.7184 
2.4736 
2.2861 
2.2426 
2.0864 
l.9624 
l.8559 
l.8277 

36 

2.2418 
2.7243 
3.2519 
4.1130 
4.4531 
3.9798 
4.4090 
4.1044 
3.7031 
3.4187 
4.1471 
3.3471 
3.4767 
3.4567 
3.2623 
3.1096 
3.1958 
3.4039 
2.9744 
2.9085 
2.7678 
2.5176 
2.3293 
2.2855 
2.1285 
2.0059 
l.9023 
l.8753 

37 

2.3570 
2.8374 
3.3753 
4.2480 
4.5806 
4.0935 
4.5231 
4.2023 
3.8002 
3.5113 
4.2353 
3.4234 
3.5399 
3.5144 
3.3152 
3.1596 
3.2472 
3.4527 
3.0164 
2.9476 
2.8047 
2.5501 
2.3626 
2.3184 
2.1615 
2.0421 
l.9381 
l.9116 

38 

2.4450 
2.9343 
3.4633 
4.3512 
4.6821 
4.1823 
4.6051 
4.2839 
3.8743 
3.5788 
4.2986 
3.4771 
3.5819 
3.5587 
3.3545 
3.1967 
3.2807 
3.4835 
3.0474 
2.9733 
2.8313 
2.5754 
2.3878 
2.3432 
2.1888 
2.0683 
l.9637 
l.9394 

39 

2.5253 
3.0105 
3.5397 
4.4330 
4.7644 
4.2590 
4.6812 
4.3510 
3.9340 
3.6335 
4.3450 
3.5224 
3.6216 
3.5974 
3.3889 
3.2263 
3.3079 
3.5092 
3.0677 
2.9910 
2.8488 
2.5922 
2.4048 
2.3638 
2.2085 
2.0872 
l.9835 
l.9605 



R1rl A9 (Ii) ~.lli~~ID&~~m~~¥~~n.~ 
Appendix A9 (Cont'd.) Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

lf~ 
Age 

te~lff51 
28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 Year of birth 

1955 l.0780 l.2213 1.3444 l.4513 1.5418 l.6211 l.6952 l.7539 l.7990 l.8374 1.8654 1.8863 

1956 l.0266 1.1587 1.2768 1.3809 l.4713 1.5587 l.6281 l.6845 l.7320 l.7696 l.7976 l.8196 

1957 0.9801 1.1091 l.2207 1.3224 l.4236 l.5064 l.5741 l.6316 l.6817 l.7191 l.7499 l.7705 

1958 0.9334 l.0543 1.1676 l.2807 1.3760 l.4583 1.5303 1.5944 l.6444 l.6829 l.7133 l.7345 

1959 0.8486 0.9617 l.0816 1.1823 1.2726 1.3549 l.4272 l.4889 1.5384 l.5784 l.6065 

1960 0.8027 0.9270 l.0336 1.1339 l.2261 1.3105 1.3800 1.4406 1.4906 l.5294 

1961 0.7449 0.8579 0.9651 l.0651 1.1610 l.2442 1.3180 1.3803 l.4290 

1962 0.6629 0.7761 0.8871 0.9942 1.0915 1.1793 l.2548 1.3160 -N 1963 0.6099 0.7237 0.8406 0.9487 l.0536 1.1451 l.2186 w 

1964 0.5463 0.6565 0.7651 0.8722 0.9708 l.0523 

1965 0.5160 0.6201 0.7251 0.8218 0.9061 

1966 0.4909 0.5931 0.6924 0.7792 

1967 0.4771 0.5704 0.6546 

1968 0.4944 0.5823 

1969 0.5029 



IfmJ A9 (11) ~@.lli~~~&~~m~~~~~n.§ 
Appendix A9 (Cont'd.) Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

1f1t 
Age 

1±l~1ff5t 
Year of birth 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

1927 2.5737 2.6174 2.6472 2.6679 2.6871 2.6991 2.7064 2.7104 2.7127 2.7139 2.7142 

1928 3.0702 3.1151 3.1458 3.1750 3.1930 3.2038 3.2109 3.2142 3.2160 3.2164 3.2165 

1929 3.6104 3.6482 3.6820 3.7078 3.7241 3.7340 3.7395 3.7427 3.7439 3.7444 3.7447 

1930 4.5126 4.5645 4.6021 4.6264 4.6414 4.6503 4.6553 4.6571 4.6578 4.6581 4.6583 

1931 4.8217 4.8691 4.9020 4.9251 4.9383 4.9464 4.9500 4.9512 4.9520 4.9523 4.9526 

1932 4.3160 4.3606 4.3891 4.4096 4.4215 4.4276 4.4305 4.4319 4.4324 4.4328 4.4330 

1933 4.7348 4.7761 4.8007 4.8181 4.8259 4.8312 4.8340 4.8354 4.8359 4.8363 4.8367 

- 1934 4.4024 4.4410 4.4620 4.4763 4.4834 4.4879 4.4900 4.4913 4.4918 4.4919 4.4920 
IV 

1935 3.9779 4.0108 4.0281 4.0416 4.0493 4.0526 4.0543 4.0551 4.0556 4.0559 4.0560 +=-

1936 3.6674 3.6947 3.7088 3.7193 3.7247 3.7277 3.7292 3.7298 3.7303 3.7303 3.7304 

1937 4.3759 4.4002 4.4129 4.4231 4.4290 4.4315 4.4332 4.4339 4.4340 4.4342 4.4345 

1938 3.5511 3.5722 3.5827 3.5910 3.5955 3.5979 3.5991 3.5993 3.5995 3.5996 3.5997 

1939 3.6459 3.6630 3.6721 3.6788 3.6823 3.6840 3.6849 3.6856 3.6858 3.6858 3.6860 

1940 3.6203 3.6368 3.6442 3.6504 3.6532 3.6547 3.6557 3.6560 3.6561 3.6563 3.6566 

1941 3.4114 3.4252 3.4334 3.4384 3.4414 3.4430 3.4436 3.4439 3.4442 3.4443 3.4445 

1942 3.2444 3.2565 3.2630 3.2670 3.2692 3.2704 3.2710 3.2714 3.2717 3.2717 3.2718 

1943 3.3260 3.3362 3.3424 3.3466 3.3489 3.3503 3.3506 3.3510 3.3512 3.3513 3.3513 

1944 3.5240 3.5346 3.5408 3.5448 3.5469 3.5480 3.5483 3.5487 3.5487 3.5489 3.5491 

1945 3.0818 3.0906 3.0953 3.0991 3.1011 3.1023 3.1029 3.1032 3.1033 3.1035 3.1036 



IfMfJ A9 (It) ~.ffi~~m&~~m~~¥~~w.§ 
Appendix A9 (Cont'd.) Average number of children ever born by mother's year of birth and age 

~~ 
Age 

t±:I~~f7J 
Year of birth 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

1946 3.0031 3.0099 3.0142 3.0172 3.0194 3.0205 3.0212 3.0215 3.0217 3.0217 3.0218 

1947 2.8617 2.8695 2.8756 2.8790 2.8809 2.8818 2.8824 2.8828 2.8829 2.8829 2.8832 

1948 2.6044 2.6137 2.6197 2.6231 2.6254 2.6264 2.6269 2.6271 2.6273 2.6274 

1949 2.4179 2.4270 2.4322 2.4358 2.4374 2.4383 2.4388 2.4392 2.4393 

1950 2.3768 2.3856 2.3912 2.3948 2.3968 2.3979 2.3984 2.3986 

1951 2.2210 2.2300 2.2366 2.2403 2.2423 2.2433 2.2436 

1952 2.1018 2.1110 2.1172 2.1206 2.1225 2.1236 

...... 1953 1.9969 2.0069 2.0124 2.0156 2.0177 
IV 

1954 1.9758 1.9852 1.9918 1.9954 u. 

1955 1.9010 1.9115 1.9181 

1956 1.8350 1.8448 

1957 1.7853 



..... 
IV 
0'1 

Iffm AI0 
Appendix AI0 

lH~fHB 
Month of birth 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

*~g-r 
Total 

1981 

7135 

5962 

6502 

6082 

6363 

6817 

7678 

8284 

8068 

8369 

7790 

7701 

86751 

-nA-~~-nnA~~lli~~IDm~~m~~~.§ 
Number of live births by month of birth, 1981-1996 

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 

6846 6936 6453 6395 6069 5704 5478 6590 5597 5453 

6264 6179 5509 5498 5270 5 160 5 129 4983 4811 4979 

6720 6524 5808 5731 5662 5502 5520 5325 5297 5130 

6152 5871 5509 5438 5285 5163 5106 4943 4886 4919 

6463 6047 5907 5824 5427 5441 549 1 5228 5 176 5 169 

6781 6422 6014 6 120 5498 5550 5886 5480 5466 5235 

7530 7337 6557 6557 6239 5990 6305 5722 5686 5833 

7760 7489 6959 6740 6173 6246 6640 6189 5952 5949 

7964 7648 6942 6712 6438 6 153 7105 6250 5931 6166 

8444 7848 7569 7356 6809 6882 7464 6529 6804 6583 

7610 7733 7212 7107 6661 6254 7882 6315 6168 6840 

7586 7259 6858 6648 6089 5913 7406 6067 5957 6025 

86 120 83293 77 297 76126 71620 69958 75412 69621 67731 68281 

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

5652 5957 5531 5788 5589 

5003 5024 5022 5008 4881 

5475 5475 5416 5513 4888 

5 191 5 144 5226 5056 4583 

5327 5444 5554 5332 4843 

5684 5635 6034 5497 4801 

6053 5993 6265 5504 5 193 

6222 6348 6334 5742 5365 

6414 6209 6631 6085 5540 

6913 6933 6691 6711 5826 

6705 6142 6691 6373 5968 

6310 6147 6251 6028 5814 

70949 70451 71646 68637 63291 



~Bl 
Appendix Bl 

1fiMfi53U 
Age group 

o 
1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-74 

75+ 

1981 

461 

III 

53 

70 

161 

217 

254 

267 

243 

410 

683 

1078 

1385 

1 831 

2096 

1890 

2547 

-fLJ\-~~-fLfL1\~rtt~~:&ruUI!1?tI¥J1ELAI& 
Number of deaths by age and sex, 1981-1996 

1982 

452 

92 

61 

63 

134 

232 

258 

254 

248 

417 

682 

1 164 

1445 

1858 

2085 

1957 

2808 

1983 

452 

91 

46 

55 

117 

204 

199 

241 

258 

393 

627 

1 119 

1 516 

2001 

2240 

2346 

2979 

1984 

380 

80 

50 

49 

100 

196 

222 

233 

254 

354 

604 

1050 

1455 

1915 

2138 

2224 

3017 

1985 

322 

81 

43 

54 

91 

157 

205 

235 

280 

317 

576 

1051 

1389 

1825 

2066 

2226 

3 121 

1986 

294 

60 

41 

52 

84 

165 

191 

248 

295 

328 

509 

983 

1358 

1857 

2 177 

2341 

3438 

1987 

284 

71 

40 

48 

83 

132 

196 

236 

271 

297 

554 

968 

1421 

1810 

2296 

2397 

3896 

1988 

513tt 
Male 

320 

62 

43 

50 

105 

118 

206 

243 

344 

353 

468 

931 

1479 

1873 

2239 

2401 

4119 

1989 

282 

48 

35 

42 

86 

157 

231 

283 

316 

413 

511 

908 

1478 

1 951 

2329 

2660 

4537 

1990 

246 

61 

25 

44 

96 

147 

218 

296 

347 

410 

480 

808 

1462 

1899 

2381 

2608 

4787 

1991 

217 

40 

27 

44 

80 

130 

229 

275 

330 

481 

480 

805 

1248 

1920 

2208 

2557 

4845 

1992 

176 

48 

38 

54 

89 

145 

223 

275 

376 

470 

518 

845 

1321 

2020 

2455 

2761 

5396 

1993 

180 

44 

31 

39 

87 

132 

194 

257 

380 

517 

516 

705 

1245 

2016 

2512 

2828 

5491 

1994 

162 

37 

16 

39 

82 

148 

202 

261 

372 

447 

587 

744 

1 137 
1911 . 

2458 

2750 

5709 

1995 

162 

47 

27 

24 

86 

160 

166 

262 

396 

531 

620 

785 

1 141 

1871 

2456 

2716 

6397 

1996 

148 

40 

25 

32 

99 

158 

193 

250 

351 

504 

608 

662 

1 117 

1 793 

2592 

2843 

6804 

*!~ 13757 14210 14884 14321 14039 14421 15000 15354 16267 16315 15916 l7210 17174 17062 17847 18219 
Total 
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Appendix Bl (Cont'd.) 

if:IMHliU 
Age group 

o 
1-4 

5-9 
10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 

60-64 

65-69 
70-74 
75+ 

1981 1982 

378 403 
59 87 

38 34 

63 46 

65 73 

119 100 
131 121 

128 154 

III 119 
177 164 
330 321 
484 454 
712 642 

917 1022 

1266 1254 

1424 1570 
4673 4622 

-fLJ\-~~-fLfL1\~~~~&mUJ!IJt~~LAI!{ 
Number of deaths by age and sex, 1981-1996 

1983 

371 

90 

29 

55 

75 

143 

134 

126 

106 
136 
280 
470 
689 

1025 

1285 

1563 

5061 

1984 

303 
68 

47 

39 

54 

88 

126 

132 
121 
117 

264 
427 
642 
954 

1267 

1662 

4888 

1985 

250 
59 

41 

39 

47 

92 

130 

121 

116 
132 
254 
400 

692 

940 

1306 

1619 
4981 

1986 

260 
63 

36 

48 

64 

81 

111 

129 

160 
137 

222 
453 
626 

928 

1266 

1638 

5269 

1987 1988 

231 

:tc11 
Male 

239 
48 54 

31 37 

28 31 

39 49 

76 104 

121 110 

145 143 
167 166 
126 146 
202 180 
401 375 
625 604 
967 947 

1294 1367 

1 711 1628 
5704 6125 

1989 1990 1991 

235 173 219 
42 51 42 

31 26 27 

32 40 38 

56 65 48 

94 74 74 

105 120 107 

169 149 136 

193 184 160 
163 189 219 
188 173 192 
376 339 330 
633 573 556 

908 913 861 
1 293 1 402 1 304 

1 716 1 737 1 742 
6 244 6 613 6 458 

1992 

165 
35 

18 

32 

53 

55 
93 

136 
169 
244 
199 
302 

535 
931 

1339 
1814 
7220 

1993 

155 
40 

15 

24 

65 

66 

99 
155 

205 
234 
270 
293 
540 

845 

1335 

1883 
7173 

1994 

160 
40 

19 

29 

53 

65 

81 

148 
201 
237 
253 
264 
488 

799 

1275 
1784 
6947 

1995 

152 
35 

21 

29 

41 

64 

108 

137 

192 

240 
267 
272 

458 
753 

1286 

1 798 
7768 

1996 

112 
29 

22 

35 
53 

78 

89 

139 

213 
273 
298 
247 
422 
751 

1261 

1 751 
8184 

~gf 11 075 11 186 11 638 11 199 11 219 11 491 11 916 12 305 12478 12821 12513 13 340 13 397 12 843 13 621 13 957 
Total 



~ HI (NI) 
Appendix HI (Cont'd.) 

~~m5jU 
Age group 

o 
1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60~4 

65~9 

70-74 

75+ 

1981 

839 

170 

91 

133 

226 

336 

385 

395 

354 

587 

1013 

1562 

2097 

2748 

3362 

3314 

7220 

1982 

855 

179 

95 

109 

207 

332 

379 

408 

367 

581 

1003 

1618 

2087 

2880 

3339 

3527 

7430 

-fLJ\-~~-fLfL1\iF-rtt~~&ruUI!I7t®~LA~ 
Number of deaths by age and sex, 1981-1996 

1983 

823 

181 

75 

110 

192 

347 

333 

367 

364 

529 

907 

1984 

683 

148 

97 

88 

154 

284 

348 

365 

375 

471 

868 

1985 

572 

140 

84 

93 

138 

249 

335 

356 

396 

449 

830 

1986 

554 

123 

77 

100 

148 

246 

302 

377 

455 

465 

731 

1987 1988 1989 

~~ 
Both sexes 

515 

119 

71 

76 

122 

208 

559 

116 

80 

81 

154 

222 

317 316 

381 386 

438 510 

423 499 

756 648 

1369 1306 

2046 2083 

2777 2820 

3590 3606 

4108 4029 

517 

90 

66 

74 

142 

251 

336 

452 

509 

576 

699 

1284 

2 III 

2859 

3622 

4376 

1990 

419 

112 

51 

84 

161 

221 

338 

445 

531 

599 

653 

1 147 

2035 

2812 

3783 

4345 

1589 

2205 

3026 

3525 

3909 

8040 

1477 

2097 

2869 

3405 

3886 

7905 

1451 

2081 

2765 

3372 

3845 

8102 

1436 

1984 

2785 

3443 

3979 

8707 9600 10244 10 781 11400 

1991 

436 

82 

54 

82 

128 

204 

336 

411 

490 

700 

672 

1 135 

1804 

2781 

3512 

4299 

11303 

1992 

341 

83 

56 

86 

142 

200 

316 

411 

545 

714 

717 

1 147 

1856 

2951 

3794 

4575 

12616 

1993 

335 

84 

46 

63 

152 

198 

1994 

322 

77 

35 

68 

135 

213 

1995 

314 

82 

48 

53 

127 

224 

293 283 274 

412 409 399 

585 573 588 

751 684 771 

786 840 887 

998 1 008 1 057 

1 785 1 625 1 599 

2 861 2 71 0 2 624 

3847 3 733 3742 

4711 4534 4514 

12664 12 656 14 165 

1996 

260 

69 

47 

67 

152 

236 

282 

389 

564 

777 

906 

909 

1539 

2544 

3853 

4594 

14988 

*M~ 
Total 

24832 25396 26522 25520 25258 25912 26916 27659 28745 29 136 28429 30550 30571 29905 31 468 32 176 



~B2 -n!\-~ .. -nJ\7\~ .. -nn-~&-nn7\~~1:~LlJj{~m7t®~~ru!WEL$ 
Appendix B2 Mortality rates by age, sex and leading cause of death, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

ijO~m.8U 7ELliiUlSl 
Age group Cause of death 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 

(~+f.it~AOt¥J7EL~ EI) 
(Number of deaths per 100 000 population) 

~tt 3I:tt ~H 
Male Female Both sexes 

0 ~ .5i'.:tE I±l~ ~)JW31±lJ.l\l.t¥J~~11I~ 580 393 303 211 492 329 338 146 537 362 320 180 
Certain conditions originating in the 

perinatal period 
)t;x llii~ 275 275 213 104 241 274 208 112 259 275 210 108 
Congenital anomalies 
OlfIJ& :~H1t~~ 99 26 26 20 90 44 47 15 95 34 36 18 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
;ttftll 111 56 74 93 97 66 87 74 104 61 80 84 
Others 

..... Ffi1i7E~ 1065 750 615 429 92 1 714 679 347 995 732 646 389 
w All causes 0 

1-44 ~m:&tp lf 34 23 25 27 15 11 11 11 25 18 18 19 
Injury and poisoning 
ll!IJii!1 23 22 25 23 13 15 17 19 18 18 21 21 
Neoplasms 
1RIjiViU1t~~ 8 8 9 8 6 5 4 4 7 7 6 6 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
;ttftll 24 17 20 17 16 12 10 9 20 15 15 13 
Others 
FJi1i7E~ 89 70 78 76 50 43 42 42 71 57 61 59 
All causes 

45-49 MS 207 168 163 123 113 107 99 92 164 140 134 108 
Neoplasms 
1RIlii~~~jIig 84 61 60 49 66 27 27 21 76 46 45 36 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
~1!:&tplf 39 35 41 39 25 20 16 11 33 28 29 26 
Injury and poisoning 
;ttftll 134 97 79 52 63 35 26 20 102 69 55 37 
Others 
FJi1i7E~ 465 360 342 263 268 189 168 144 375 283 264 207 
All causes 



~B2 (NI) -.1LJ\-if: ' -.1L}\1\if:' -.1L.1L-~:&-.1L.1L1\if:~±'~LJJj{It9IJJ5t®if:~ru!WEL$ 
Appendix B2 (Cont'd.) Mortality rates by age, sex and leading cause of death, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

ifOlUIl5Jrr 7E L)jj{~ 
Age group Cause of death 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 

(~+~i5AD i¥J7EL~ El ) 
(Number of deaths per 100 000 population) 

~11: 3<:11: if11t 
Male Female Both sexes 

50-54 M!lm 320 308 284 221 174 171 152 114 251 245 225 173 
Neoplasms 
1n!I$~.m~~ 176 131 104 82 83 88 63 41 133 111 86 63 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
1IIf~~.m~~ 89 77 54 46 33 20 16 13 63 51 36 31 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
;!tftlJ, 179 150 133 113 lOO 77 57 43 142 117 98 81 
Others 
fJT~7E~ 764 666 575 462 389 357 287 211 588 523 445 349 

...... All causes 
w 

55-59 ~lm 497 469 405 396 274 269 209 200 389 373 313 306 
Neoplasms 
1n!I$~.m~~ 320 245 201 174 185 112 119 72 254 181 162 127 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
1IIf~~.m~~ 146 116 98 84 56 25 37 23 102 72 70 56 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
;!tftlJ, 253 197 185 161 149 109 87 66 202 155 139 117 
Others 
fJT~7E~ 1215 1026 889 814 664 515 451 361 948 782 685 605 
All causes 

60-64 Mlm 703 752 675 643 351 362 300 269 527 558 493 464 
Neoplasms 
1n!I$~.m~~ 569 467 381 287 344 269 226 156 457 368 306 225 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
1IIf~~.m~~ 293 225 200 177 119 72 54 45 206 148 129 114 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
;!tftlJ, 388 274 279 220 169 160 150 138 279 217 217 181 
Others 
fJT~7E~ I 953 1 718 1 536 1328 983 862 730 608 1470 1291 1 145 984 
All causes 



~B2 (ai) -nA-~'-nAA~'-nn-~&-nnA~~~L~~m~~~~~~L~ 
Appendix B2 (Cont'd.) Mortality rates by age, sex and leading cause of death, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

if.IUIUH 1ELffi{~ 
Age group Cause of death 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 

(~+~~ADi¥J1EL~13) 
(Number of deaths per 100000 population) 

!J5tt ~tt -g-gf 
Male Female Both sexes 

65-69 MS 948 1048 925 941 507 539 487 460 715 784 700 698 
Neoplasms 

MJ.R**1t~~ 984 779 686 627 632 461 416 304 798 614 547 464 
Diseases of the circulatory system 

illJ'lJ&**1t~~ 584 446 359 390 215 183 154 114 390 309 254 251 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
ltft!! 561 462 390 327 309 291 263 214 428 373 325 270 
Others 
FJTlHE~ 3077 2735 2360 2285 1663 1473 1 319 1 091 2331 2080 1 826 1683 - All causes 

w 
IV 

70-74 MS 1290 1356 1 305 1309 580 703 714 635 872 995 986 948 
Neoplasms 

MJi**1t~~ 1 719 1350 1 199 936 1009 877 788 610 1 301 1088 978 761 
Diseases of the circulatory system 

illJ'lJ&**1t~~ 921 787 769 745 394 338 371 263 611 539 555 487 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
ltft!! 813 716 693 534 520 467 435 379 641 578 554 451 
Others 
FJTlHE~ 4744 4209 3967 3523 2502 2385 2308 1887 3425 3201 3072 2648 
All causes 

75-79 MS 1336 1652 1655 1689 792 935 977 937 978 1208 1265 1264 
Neoplasms 

illJ'lJ&**1t~~ 1585 1495 1410 1488 739 751 663 628 1028 1034 981 1002 
Diseases of the respiratory system 

MJi**1t~~ 2450 2280 1844 1471 1596 1502 1476 1 155 1887 1 798 1632 1292 
Diseases of the circulatory system 

ltft!! 1440 1 129 1 176 782 1058 859 708 662 1 189 962 907 714 
Others 
FJTl[1E~ 6810 6555 6085 5430 4185 4047 3824 3383 5082 5002 4785 4273 
All causes 



~B2 (11) -nA-~'-nA*~'-nn-~&-nn*~~~~L~~m~~~~ttE~L* 
Appendix B2 (Cont'd.) Mortality rates by age, sex and leading cause of death, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996 

ft:lfimjjrr 7ELl*~ 
Age group Cause of death 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 1981 1986 1991 1996 

(4j+~,gADi¥J7ELtl1 El) 
(Number of deaths per 100000 population) 

!J311: 31:11: ~~ 
Male Female Both sexes 

80-84 1JIf®*N!f~~ 2573 2424 2346 3070 1 365 1093 1 182 1549 1698 1482 1590 2137 
Diseases of the respiratory system 

MJfi*k!t~~ 3204 3055 3086 2584 2794 2106 2410 1 971 2907 2383 2647 2208 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
MS 1396 1 818 1906 2124 972 864 1208 1299 1089 1 143 1453 1 618 
Neoplasms 
Jtft!! 2622 1468 1 717 1 331 2008 1 164 1446 1 139 2177 1253 1 541 1213 
Others 
I'Jilf7E~ 9795 8764 9055 9109 7139 5228 6245 5957 7872 6262 7231 7176 - All causes 

VJ 
VJ 

85+ 1JIf®*N!f~~ 3330 4 112 3847 4944 3247 2749 2998 3913 3265 3035 3213 4213 
Diseases of the respiratory system 

Ml:ft*N!f~~ 3499 4295 3913 3406 3985 3995 3996 3507 3880 4057 3975 3478 
Diseases of the circulatory system 

U 1270 1 812 2036 2263 1049 1094 1260 1539 1096 1245 1456 .1 749 
Neoplasms 
Jtft!! 3894 3 155 2862 2319 3931 3078 3097 2345 3923 3094 3038 2337 
Others 
I'Jilf7E~ 11 992 13 373 12658 12933 12213 10 916 11 350 11 304 12 165 11431 11682 11 778 
All causes 

I'Jilfft:ti MS 150 173 185 201 104 118 123 129 128 146 155 165 
All ages Neoplasms 

Ml:ft*N!f~~ 135 135 142 139 145 136 144 128 140 136 143 134 
Diseases of the circulatory system 

1JIf®*N!f~~ 83 82 93 121 69 65 72 90 76 74 83 105 
Diseases of the respiratory system 

Jtft!! 144 118 128 117 130 110 110 97 137 114 119 107 
Others 

I'Jilf7E~ 512 508 548 578 448 429 449 444 481 470 500 511 
All causes 
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Appendix Cl 

~tLJ\~~~~tLtL1\~mfil!~1Hf!lJU6f1tjjijl'fJfltM~m7}1'fJt6f1tl'l El (I) 

1f 
Year 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

tt~ : 

Number of marriages(l) by previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

~f!~*5~tlWi¥:J~tWSlAA75L 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms 

3t:t<;:~*~tffiJ~T!'[U~ 
Bachelors who married 

*~I:9:'11 lJ~ .~:9:'11 
Spinsters Widows Divorced women 

41 190 170 680 

41554 136 790 

36537 158 905 

43660 141 929 

36346 144 1 168 

34088 157 1247 

39960 149 1342 

37380 156 1504 

33959 170 1 619 

37581 181 1 712 

34522 170 1 838 

38065 217 1844 

34394 167 1929 

31348 172 1929 

32033 145 1902 

29397 154 2126 

( 1 ) l i(¥;r- '@. t.5~~ ~IH!N$ll JJ£tllClti ~'191J~-f1-t:;-if. + Fl $11 JElW1£1!fl1f pj J)#.*!tJJ1. 
{fH~~*E~ . ~~~1£""tjg*E~~ . J'iJiP)JiIi'iJHU~=F*li¥JA± • 

~~*5~tlWi¥:J~tWSlAA3t 
Previous marital status of brides 

~T~*~tffiJ3t:t<;:!'[U~ 
Spinsters who married 

*~t~'11 ~:t<;: .~t~'11 
Bachelors Widowers Divorced men 

41 190 215 826 

41554 176 895 

36537 222 974 

43660 183 1023 

36346 185 1 189 

34088 152 1225 

39960 164 1 381 

37380 183 1547 

33959 186 1 553 

37581 224 1669 

34522 210 1 763 

38065 247 2 003 

34394 250 1940 

31348 211 2 016 

32033 185 2 014 

29397 236 2 173 

Note (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 
enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



1'(1. Cl (*I) ~iLJ\~~~~iLiLA~t1iffif!~&ffi~nul'fJflHII~5}1'fJ~~ I3(I) 
Appendix Cl (Cont'd.) Number of marriages(l) by previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

if ife~*5~tlWl¥J~t~AA?:5t ifP~*5~tlWl¥J~t~AA?:5t 
Year Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

3tX~~Xffij~T~U~ ~T~.mffij3tx~U~ 
Widowers who married Widows who married 

*~t:tz:'11: .m .~t:tz:'11: *~t~'11: ~x .~t~'11: 
Spinsters Widows Divorced women Bachelors Widowers Divorced men 

1981 215 67 43 170 67 18 
1982 176 53 57 136 53 35 
1983 222 57 68 158 57 38 

..... 1984 183 42 59 141 42 35 
w 
u. 1985 185 43 55 144 43 59 

1986 152 49 72 157 49 41 
1987 164 53 62 149 53 45 
1988 183 59 89 156 59 65 
1989 186 52 91 170 52 45 
1990 224 55 91 181 55 66 

1991 210 52 113 170 52 66 

1992 247 51 86 217 51 74 

1993 250 61 91 167 61 81 

1994 211 51 ll5 172 51 87 

1995 185 47 103 145 47 64 

1996 236 35 ll2 154 35 93 

tt" : ( 1) fM(¥=1'tgmll;)~9~tiI!l!lilj~t&li~f9lj~-fL-t;-~+ F.l !IiIj 5EWitE1!f~~)' fJJ.MtJil. Note (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
~ID~~~ . ~1l;)~tE;;'t~~~· PJT~)'M~!Ue=¥ili¥JA±' married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 
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rtm Cl (kI) ~iLJ\~iF:¥~iLiLAiFmnl!l?dfi!4U6MiiU~MM:t~iSlIH}~~.EI(I) 
Appendix Cl (Cont'd.) Number of marriages(l) by previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

if. 
Year 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

tt" : 

~~~*8~tiWl¥Jtli_?5l 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms 

*tliP::'1i 
Spinsters 

826 
895 
974 

1023 
1 189 
1225 
1 381 
1547 
1553 
1669 
1 763 
2003 
1940 
2016 
2014 
2 173 

3t:Km*tli~'liffij~TJWm 
Divorced men who married 

.m *tliP::'1i 
Widows Divorced women 

18 177 
35 205 
38 199 
35 232 
59 274 
41 390 
45 404 
65 469 
45 539 
66 618 
66 680 
74 671 
81 685 
87 728 
64 827 
93 967 

(1) r(~1'i£m~~~~!Iif1Na\{.~1§Im--fLt-~+ ~ ftilJ5.E)jij:tE'lfl<iJ;l.1W-Mt1i\ 
fff}~~~~ . ~~~tE9f..ft!!~~ • PJTP)MthHU~~.f¥JA± • 

~~*8tliiWI¥JM~AA?5l 
Previous marital status of brides 

~Tm*tli:t('liffij3t:K~Um 
Divorced women who married 

*tli~'1i ~:K *tli~'1i 
Bachelors Widowers Divorced men 

680 43 177 
790 57 205 
905 68 199 
929 59 232 

1 168 55 274 
1247 72 390 
1342 62 404 
1504 89 469 
1 619 91 539 
1 712 91 618 
1 838 113 680 
1 844 86 671 
1929 91 685 
1929 115 728 
1902 103 827 
2126 112 967 

Note (1) Figures exclude re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 
enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



IfMfJ C2 ~iL!\~lF~~iLiL1\~mff8~Edfi~lF~IJjJIJ1?d6~(fJ"';tmI!~~~.EJ 
Appendix C2 Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

ifJl!~*8~lWB9~~AA?5L ifP~*8~lWB9~~?5L 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

3f: 3f:~m.53U ~**8~ ~~ ;!tft!!(I) *,!gf ~**8~ ~~ ;!:t ft!! (1 ) *,!gf 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l ) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1981 16-19 718 0 2 720 4017 0 29 4046 
20-24 11904 10 114 12028 22443 119 402 22964 
25-29 18361 160 461 18982 12 564 326 848 13 738 
30-34 7944 320 706 8970 2478 302 1069 3849 
35-39 1818 229 781 2828 396 148 770 1314 
40-44 695 204 897 1 796 142 117 823 1082 

..... 
45-49 362 159 1011 1532 82 61 1083 1226 w 

-.J 

50+ 238 264 3398 3900 109 82 2346 2537 

it!gf 42040 1346 7370 50756 42231 1 155 7370 50756 
Total 

1982 16-19 584 0 1 585 3261 0 25 3286 
20-24 11 199 20 94 11313 22067 115 349 22531 
25-29 19386 192 411 19989 13 909 378 717 15004 
30-34 8425 371 645 9441 2672 330 1025 4027 
35-39 1856 239 722 2817 413 187 871 1471 
40-44 588 193 890 1671 115 109 822 1046 
45-49 252 142 1052 1446 82 75 1095 1252 
50+ 190 264 3751 4205 106 82 2662 2850 

*!gf 42480 1421 7566 51467 42625 1276 7566 51467 
Total 

:11" : (1) ~~::ftH8~~~Ij9I!lM!la\(1j'i ~i9tm-1L t - ij::+ F.I fIjI1JElNa1!f~p)' {$~JlI. Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
m}~J;\~~ • ~~~a7'f.tttl~~ . FJTP)'MtbHUc=¥MI¥.J.A.± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



Iftm C2 (*I) ~1L/\~tF~~1L1L1\tFt1iffiJl~1Uf~tF~IIJJIJ&f5jfiJili~~~5t~f5fttlfll3 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) ,Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

~~Ma~iWi¥J~~i5l ~~*8~iWi¥J~~i5l 
Previous marital status ofbride~ooms Previous marital status of brides 

if ifiMll5JU ~**8~ ~~ ;1't ft!l (1 ) ~~ ~**8~ ~~ ;1't ft!l (1) *~~ 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1983 16-19 526 0 3 529 2774 0 18 2792 

20-24 9364 9 81 9454 18545 105 288 18938 

25-29 17312 187 357 17856 12907 426 650 13 983 

30-34 7481 393 568 8442 2728 401 907 4036 

35-39 1883 322 759 2964 475 221 994 1690 

40-44 542 176 835 1553 109 123 858 1090 
...... 
w 45-49 267 164 1209 1640 66 63 1310 1439 00 

50+ 225 307 4808 5340 129 86 3595 3810 

*~~ 37600 1558 8620 47778 37733 1425 8620 47778 
Total 

1984 16-19 428 0 1 429 2426 0 8 2434 

20-24 10 117 11 52 10 180 21 701 127 233 22061 

25-29 21924 176 266 22366 16620 463 507 17590 

30-34 9107 443 424 9974 3222 394 638 4254 

35-39 2171 361 561 3093 610 226 817 1653 

40-44 517 160 693 1370 110 81 730 921 

45-49 261 121 979 1361 73 66 1030 1169 

50+ 205 302 4129 4636 104 81 3 142 3327 

*~~ 44730 1574 7105 53409 44866 1438 7105 53409 
Total 

tt" : (1) ~~1'~~~~~~MN~.~~~-nt-~+~~~WJ~~~~.~~ Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
{jH~~Mi~ • ~~~tE9j.tjgMi~ . ffiP)M~IUc.,¥.I¥.JA± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong, 



ImJ C2 (*I) ~tL/\~~~~tLtLA~nciil1~&ii~~~IIJjIJEd6tl1WiB9~~I!7tB9t6tl1.13 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

itfT~~~~1WI¥.J~_?5L itfTY~~~1WI¥.J~MAAt7l 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if ifm*Jl53U tE*~~ ~!M~ ;ttfjj{l) *~~ tE*~~ ~~ ;ttftl!.(l) *~~ 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(1) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1985 16-19 415 0 0 415 2 135 2 5 2142 

20-24 8457 21 39 8517 17021 144 171 17336 

25-29 17873 207 248 18328 14533 562 461 15556 

30-34 7886 442 335 8663 3092 492 536 4120 

35-39 2129 424 473 3026 628 284 651 1563 
40-44 460 234 516 1210 132 96 550 778 -w 45-49 229 169 718 1 116 69 71 723 863 \Cl 

50+ 209 308 3264 3781 110 92 2496 2698 

~~ 37658 1805 5593 45056 37720 1 743 5593 45056 
Total 

1986 16-19 302 0 0 302 1644 0 12 1656 

20-24 6898 14 31 6943 14770 146 159 15075 
25-29 17023 242 216 17 481 14624 595 425 15644 

30-34 7937 456 371 8764 3331 548 468 4347 

35-39 2287 455 413 3 155 739 336 613 1688 

40-44 538 213 482 1233 146 132 635 913 
45-49 227 199 746 1 172 69 85 826 980 

50+ 280 350 3600 4230 142 114 2721 2977 

*~~ 35492 1929 5859 43280 35465 1956 5859 43280 
Total 

tt" : ( 1) 1!(~:f{gt.5IZ:i1~~iH~l!iIllialCi1fi~{9Il~-fLt-ijO+,Ej I!iIl~iWtEti'~P) .~M Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
m-jfj~*5m . ~1Z:iI~tE9i-~*5m . FJTP)?m1hHHc=FMI¥JA.±· married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



jrf1jJ C2 (NI) - fLA -~~-fLfLA~tiitfif!~&iffrJl~~~IIJJIJ&*li~~fIM~~~~.13 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

ifl'!~*8Mlirul¥J~~AA~ ifY~*8~;ruI¥J~~AA~ 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if ifiMEl5JU tt**6~ ~~ ~ftl!.(l) *!~ tt**8~ ~~ ~ftl!.(l) *!~ 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(1 ) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1987 16-19 282 0 0 282 1578 0 11 1589 
20-24 6932 12 21 6965 16187 112 140 16439 
25-29 20347 225 158 20730 18132 580 226 18938 

30-34 9939 542 231 10 712 4207 634 309 5 150 

35-39 2706 498 252 3456 947 377 413 1 737 

40-44 634 278 344 1256 187 171 518 876 ...... 
+>- 45-49 269 196 506 971 105 73 624 802 0 

50+ 342 358 3489 4189 162 108 2760 3030 

*!gt 41451 2109 5001 48561 41505 2055 5001 48561 
Total 

1988 16-19 296 0 0 296 1497 2 11 1510 

20-24 5837 9 15 5861 14160 118 78 14356 

25-29 18694 236 68 18998 17456 634 105 18195 

30-34 10052 593 120 10765 4435 740 119 5294 

35-39 2783 579 115 3477 1029 440 227 1696 

40-44 694 366 236 1296 225 181 378 784 

r-49 263 220 309 792 77 86 375 538 

0+ 421 409 2923' 3753 231 141 2493 2865 

*@~ 39040 2412 3786 45238 39110 2342 3786 45238 
Total 

tt" : Cl) 1i£~:>f'§M'~~~tHIIH\ilJ1!lq!(i'it .~m--:tL -t:;-if.+ ~ !\iIJ5ElNtEi!f~P). ~MtJl1, Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
~~~*E~ . ~~~tE9H1!l*E~ • JiJTJ;l.M'bHHc~.a9.A.± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



jrMjl C2 (00 ~ft!\~IF~~ftft1\IFt1ifi!l~lJdfi!laffJIF~IfjjIJ&t6~ffJ~:tmm7}ffJ~~13 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

~e~*6i1lfiWa<J iltWiAA7R. ~iI~*6i1tWJa<JiltWiAA7R. 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if if~m5JU t't**6i1t ~iIt ;ltf{g(l) i@rr ~**6i1t U!I£iIt ;ltf{g(l) i@rr 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1989 16-19 259 0 0 259 1428 0 19 1447 

20-24 5350 12 11 5373 12 273 115 64 12452 

25-29 16590 226 52 16868 15904 686 58 16648 

30-34 9580 570 57 10 207 4440 755 54 5249 

35-39 2522 555 66 3 143 961 477 142 1580 

40-44 692 426 151 1269 260 227 334 821 .... 
~ 45-49 232 205 292 729 101 III 477 689 

50+ 523 472 5104 6099 331 145 4585 5061 

i@rr 35748 2466 5733 43947 35698 2516 5733 43947 
Total 

1990 16-19 257 0 0 257 1544 0 4 1548 

20-24 5426 7 3 5436 12799 108 22 12929 

25-29 18105 271 20 18396 18269 716 19 19004 

30-34 11063 611 27 11 701 5012 853 20 5885 

35-39 2970 663 25 3658 1 109 518 92 1 719 

40-44 844 435 103 1382 307 276 309 892 

45-49 247 250 248 745 112 114 380 606 

50+ 562 486 4545 5593 322 138 4125 4585 

~rr 39474 2723 4971 47168 39474 2723 4971 47168 
Total 

tt" : ( 1) 1l(=F:ftgr.s~~~~!1H\lIlN~jJtli9lJ~-;h,-t::-4'+ Fl ftilJ JE:wr tE:§mp). f!f.Mtm Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
m-IDJ:ttt:i~ . ~~~;tf~ttBtt:i~ . ffiP).~tbHUc.~klI¥JA± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



Iml C2 (*I) ~JL!\ ~~~~JLJL1\~tiiffif!~Edfi!laB9~~IfJJIJ&~B9f1mW~iI!7tB9~ItlEl 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

if~~~~iWi¥J~WiJAA~ if~~~~iWi¥J~~~ 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if ifIMIl5JU ~*~~ ~~ Jtftl1.(l) *~gf ~*~~ ~~ Jtftl1.(I) *,!!gf 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(1 ) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l ) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1991 16-19 319 0 0 319 1584 0 1 1585 

20-24 5 165 12 0 5 177 12228 115 1 12344 

25-29 15635 220 3 15858 15855 667 3 16525 

30-34 10 555 678 3 11236 4958 902 3 5863 

35-39 3 195 691 7 3893 1201 634 38 1873 

40-44 879 491 54 1424 338 313 161 812 ...... 
+:- 45-49 279 275 122 676 92 136 245 473 IV 

50+ 503 517 2965 3985 239 152 2702 3093 

*~gf 36530 2884 3 154 42568 36495 2919 3 154 42568 
Total 

1992 16-19 355 0 0 355 1644 0 0 1644 
20-24 5333 10 0 5343 13 543 92 1 13 636 

25-29 16478 227 1 16706 17354 653 3 18010 

30-34 12439 708 2 13 149 5704 971 2 6677 
35-39 3629 765 4 4398 1328 658 10 1996 

40-44 1065 557 31 1653 383 287 120 790 
45-49 315 338 97 750 134 121 193 448 
50+ 512 527 2309 3348 225 161 2115 2501 

*~gf 40126 3 132 2444 45702 40315 2943 2444 45702 
Total 

tt" : (l) ~~~§M~~~~~N~~~~~-n~-~+~~~WJ~~~~~~~ Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
m-~~*E~ . ~~~~'i-tfu*E~1 . FJTP)?ifi~!'Uc'fM(fJA± . married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



Ifml C2 (NI) ~1LI\~~~~1L1L1\~mfil!~&ffif4t~~~IUJIJl?d6.iitr~MmI~)t~t6 •• EI 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

WTe~*5~JWI¥J~~AA?)L WTP~*5~JWI¥J~~AA?)L 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if ifij)m73U ~**5~ . U!ft~ ;ttftQ(l) ~gf ~**5~ U!ft~ ;ttftQ(l) *,~gf 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1993 16-19 356 0 0 356 1498 1 0 1 499 
20-24 4784 13 0 4797 11 674 81 0 11 755 
25-29 14283 191 0 14474 15579 706 0 16285 
30-34 11441 660 1 12102 5810 934 0 6744 
35-39 3760 790 1 4551 1357 684 8 2049 
40-44 1070 577 19 1666 363 324 109 796 -... 45-49 308 353 100 761 107 143 193 443 w 

50+ 488 524 1962 2974 196 141 1 773 2 110 

*,!gf 36490 3 108 2083 41681 36584 3014 2083 41681 
Total 

1994 16-19 355 0 0 355 1413 0 2 1415 
20-24 4720 9 1 4730 10826 94 1 10 921 
25-29 12681 188 3 12872 13 793 658 3 14454 
30-34 10 366 679 1 11046 5562 963 0 6525 
35-39 3523 803 0 4326 1372 699 5 2076 
40-44 1017 618 8 1643 344 352 47 743 
45-49 336 354 63 753 84 152 151 387 
50+ 451 557 1531 2539 181 164 1398 1 743 

*!gf 33 449 3208 1607 38 264 33 575 3 082 1607 38264 
Total 

tt" : ( 1) ~~1'§mll;j~MH{lj$JNaIOtiil1i9U1n-:tL-t:;-:!f:+~$JJEWrtE~i1!p).f$~JjI, Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
fttlfj~~~ , !yz 1l;j ~tE51-ftg~~ , FJTP)' Mi91N !fllc~ilI¥JA± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



Rm C2 (Ai) -Jt./\-lF~-Jt.Jt.AlFtiiifl!~1UTfI1WJlF~lllJlj&t6fttiu(J<jfIM~5t(J<jt6ft.§ 
Appendix C2 (Cont'd.) Number of marriages by age group and previous marital status of bridegrooms and brides, 1981-

1996 

~e~*5*liWi¥J*lWiAAi5l ~~*5*liWi¥J*lWiAAi5l 
Previous marital status of bridegrooms Previous marital status of brides 

if:: if::ltk;ll5JU t:t**5*l ~*l ;1tfjg(l) ~gf t:t**5*l ~*l ;tt:fjg(l) *~gf 
Year Age group Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total Never married Widowed! Others(l) Total 

Divorced Divorced 

1995 16-19 289 0 0 289 1213 0 0 1213 
20-24 4331 7 0 4338 10066 96 0 10 162 
25-29 12 523 188 0 12711 14618 637 0 15255 
30-34 11 051 652 0 11 703 6188 926 0 7114 

35-39 3966 805 0 4771 1510 734 5 2249 

40-44 1 136 617 15 1 768 381 399 50 830 -+=- 45-49 398 425 55 878 116 171 158 445 +=-

50+ 386 546 1396 2328 140 125 1253 1518 

~gf 34080 3240 1466 38786 34232 3088 1466 38786 
Total 

1996 16-19 321 0 0 321 1 126 0 0 1 126 

20-24 4180 12 0 4192 9262 117 0 9379 

25-29 11444 174 0 11 618 13 483 668 0 14 151 

30-34 9841 721 0 10 562 5770 1 117 0 6887 

35-39 3929 916 0 4845 1486 737 2 2225 

40-44 1121 681 6 1808 407 460 26 893 

45-49 409 462 43 914 122 216 156 494 

50+ 432 650 1 703 2785 150 172 1568 1890 

~gf 31677 3616 1 752 37045 31806 3487 1 752 37045 
Total 

tt"' : (1) ti~::ft1.t8IZ;j~~~!lifJNaICi'jt~~J~-fLt-~+ Fl !lifJ5ElWtF!'~W.1'lf.~}j\ Note (1) Figures refer to re-registration of couples who had either customarily 
-m.~~~~ . ~1Z;j~tE9I-tjg~~ • PJTW.M1hfJf~G'f.~.A.± • married in Hong Kong before the Marriage Reform Ordinance was 

enacted in October 1971 or married outside Hong Kong. 



Jml C3 <IV ~hA~~~~hhA~~~&fi~~~~.m~~ .. § 
Appendix C3 (Cont'd.) Number of first marriages by age difference between bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

if.fi~~ (if.) 
Age difference 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 (years) 

~~~~~~if.~ 
Bridegroom younger 

than bride by : 

1 2356 2472 2167 2733 2270 2 126 2593 2354 2144 2525 2 153 2329 2210 1973 2120 2010 

2 1215 1286 1290 1495 1297 1 188 1430 1324 1230 1 389 1280 1368 1 187 1 166 1 119 1 126 

3 693 736 650 785 719 726 797 737 694 749 746 762 724 696 656 659 
..... 
""" u. 

4 390 369 369 405 369 357 418 392 363 410 424 465 420 434 421 410 

5 207 201 197 193 220 234 246 235 254 237 270 281 238 266 283 246 

6 97 127 123 155 139 120 152 140 93 146 167 172 171 144 155 157 

7 78 70 64 93 62 83 87 74 90 94 130 112 98 101' 91 101 

8 34 41 41 44 48 37 47 54 55 69 58 66 70 66 84 64 

m~8if. 65 84 69 68 71 82 95 96 84 103 152 154 135 122 134 134 
More than 8 

~~ 41 190 41554 36537 43660 36346 34088 39960 37380 33959 37581 34522 38065 34394 31348 32033 29397 
Total 



IfMfl C3 - tLA -~~-tLtL1\~t1iifll~1Ui!4l~~~~~iU5t~ •• § 
Appendix C3 Number of first marriages by age difference between bridegrooms and brides, 1981-1996 

fj::~~~ (fj::) 
Age difference 
(years) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

~~~~~~~fj::~ 
Bridegroom older 

than bride by : 

m~ 8 fj:: 4116 3613 3098 3 245 2695 2509 2875 2948 2576 2976 3602 4401 3917 3523 3 586 3314 
More than 8 

8 1600 1 517 1 301 1520 1 215 1 118 1 312 1237 1 138 1223 1 316 1390 1263 1 129 1 148 1 051 

7 2045 2088 1 698 2072 1620 1 516 1 736 1 723 1467 1 752 1654 1 770 1594 1422 1 451 1262 
..... 
+>-
0\ 

6 2688 2585 2370 2757 2170 2063 2433 2284 1976 2244 1995 2177 2005 1 715 1 789 1 607 

5 3377 3390 2876 3475 2819 2673 3006 2878 2561 2871 2482 2700 2447 2213 2256 2028 

4 4072 4 188 3602 4352 3422 3276 3 831 3393 3 191 3404 2963 3286 2973 2642 2624 2456 

3 4674 4638 4 157 4908 4097 3727 4592 4174 3845 4047 3574 3769 3355 3003 3 189 2846 

2 4818 5 133 4441 5445 4614 4292 4946 4685 4227 4537 3805 4318 3908 3584 3598 3242 

1 4637 4950 4330 5453 4660 4372 5 129 4676 4306 4763 4115 4618 4095 3828 3820 3498 

f§ IOJ fj::~ 4028 4066 3694 4462 3839 3589 4235 3976 3665 4042 3636 3927 3584 3315 3509 3 186 
Same age 



IfMIl C4 ~tLtLA~tlittEUI!~(fJ~1€ 
Appendix C4 Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:a:Vll;7Jfjoi(t tEVll;7Jfjoi(t tEVll;7Jfjoi(t tEVll;7Jfjo~ tEVl1;7]fjo~ tEtif;7]fjo~xgji tEVll;7JfjoGt x t&& 50 tElifl;7Jfjo~x~ 

tEVll;7JfjoGt x~&x+! ~ra~ xt&&x+! ~r.!l x~&x+! t&fIIl x t&& x+! t&r.!l x~&50~fIIl *nPl .A.±e<J1IJ~~ ~r.!lWPI .A.±e<J1IJ~ & 50 !l!ira~WPI.A.± 
fjoGt x~e<J1IJ~.A.1l1 e<J7EL::~$ e<J*nPl~$ e<J7EL::.A.1l1 e<JWPI.A.1l1 e<J*n Plt!.1l1 ff.A.fjo ll1 § ~ff.A.fjot!.1l1 e<J 2J' J:!;]*n Plfjo ~ 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of fIrSt Number of deaths Number of Total number offlrSt Number of single- Total number of Average age at fIrSt 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages fIrSt marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+ l exact ages x and x+ ! between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who first 

x andx+ ! x and x+ ! x and 50 fIrSt married at had fIrSt married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (1'x) (q'x) (nx) (d'x) (vx) (Vx) (L'x) (T'x) (e'x) 

'§.fI5~H'i*I}!{.1 I 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

~'11 
Male 

0-15 10 000 0.00703 70 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

16 9930 0.00023 0.00014 2 1 7621 17 240250 31.5 ...... 
"'" 17 9 927 0.00037 0.00057 4 6 7 620 105 240233 31.5 -...) 

18 9917 0.00048 0.00294 5 29 7614 537 240 128 31.5 
19 9883 0.00075 0.00381 7 38 7585 741 239591 31.6 
20 9838 0.00067 0.00570 7 56 7547 1 148 238850 31.6 
21 9775 0.00064 0.01447 6 141 7491 3032 237702 31.7 
22 9628 0.00078 0.01761 8 170 7350 3825 234670 31.9 
23 9450 0.00067 0.02493 6 236 7 180 5546 230845 32.2 
24 9208 0.00069 0.03416 6 315 6944 7718 225299 32.4 
25 8887 0.00081 0.04445 7 395 6629 10 073 217581 32.8 
26 8485 0.00105 0.05677 9 482 6234 12773 207508 33 .3 
27 7994 0.00091 0.06748 7 539 5752 14823 194735 33.9 
28 7448 0.00055 0.07450 4 555 5213 15818 179912 34.5 
29 6889 0.00062 0.07783 4 536 4658 15812 164094 35.2 
30 6349 0.00076 0.07859 5 499 4122 15220 148282 36.0 
31 5845 0.00057 0.07668 3 448 3623 14112 133062 36.7 
32 5394 0.00083 0.08334 5 450 3 175 14625 118950 37.5 
33 4939 0.00084 0.08457 4 418 2725 14003 104325 38.3 
34 4517 0.00102 0.07912 5 357 2307 12317 90322 39.2 



Iftm C4 (11) -1L1L1\If~JI!~I¥J~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

tEWi;1]c!Fti :fi:Wi;1]c!Fti :fi:Wi;1]c!Fti :fi:Wi;1]c!Fti :fi:Wi;1]c!Fti :fi:Wi;1]c!Ftixjt tEliIi;1]c!F~ x jt:& 50 tEliii;1]c!F~xjt 
:fi:Wi;1]c!Fti x It:& x+ 1 ItM x It:& x+ 1 ItM x It:& x+ 1 ItM x It:& x+ 1 ItM xjt:&50 jtM m~A.±A<J:jil:!iH: jtMm~A.±A<J:jil:§- :& 50 jtMm~A.± 

c!Fti xltA<JIl:§-A.1!1 A<J9EL::lU* A<Jm~lU* A<J9EL::A.1!1 A<Jm~A.1!1 A<Jm~*!1!1 ffA.c!FI!1§ §:ffA.c!F*!1!1 A<J2f~m~c!Fti 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of flJ'St Number of deaths Number of Total number of flJ'St Number of single- Total number of Average age at flJ'St 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages flJ'St marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+1 exact ages x and x+l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who flJ'St 

x and x+1 x and x+l x and 50 first married at had flJ'St married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'.) (q'.) (n.) (d'.) (v.) (V.) (L'.) (T'.) (e'.) 

-El.ffl7i-_*£HI I 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

~tt 
Male 

35 4155 0.00099 0.06885 4 286 1950 10 153 78005 40.0 
36 3865 0.00106 0.06300 4 243 1664 8870 67852 40.8 - 37 3618 0.00100 0.07021 4 254 1421 9525 58982 41.5 "'" 00 
38 3 360 0.00113 0.05931 4 199 1 167 7 662 49457 42.4 
39 3 157 0.00115 0.05130 4 162 968 6399 41795 43 .2 
40 2991 0.00164 0.04650 5 139 806 5630 35396 43 .9 
41 2847 0.00180 0.04439 5 126 667 5229 29766 44.6 
42 2716 0.00224 0.03807 6 103 541 4378 24537 45.4 
43 2607 0.00177 0.03549 5 93 438 4046 20159 46.0 
44 2509 0.00184 0.03053 5 77 345 3427 16113 46.7 
45 2427 0.00242 0.02294 6 56 268 2548 12 686 47.3 
46 2365 0.00256 0.02949 6 70 212 3255 10 138 47.8 
47 2289 0.00240 0.02188 5 50 142 2375 6883 48.5 
48 2234 0.00291 0.02098 7 47 92 2280 4508 49.0 
49 2180 0.00292 0.02044 6 45 45 2228 2228 49.5 



Ifml C4 (It) ~fLfLA~tiiMJiI!f)-~~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

~1iI~~~ ~1iI~~~ ~1iI~~~ ~1iI~~~ ~1iI1;1J~~ ~1iI~~~xlt ~li'I1;1J~~ x itN: 50 ~lii~~~xlt 
~lii~~~ x itN: x+ 1 Itrlll x itN: x+ 1 II&rIll x II&N: x+ 1 II&/Ill x 1&N: x+ 1 Itrlll x itN: 50 Itrlll WmA±ll9l1l~~ ItrlllWmA±ll9l1l~ N: 50 ItrlllWmA± 

~~ xltll9l1l~AfA e<J?EL:~$ e<Jwm~$ e<J?EL:AfA e<JwmAfA e<JwmafA ffA~fA§ ~ffA~afA e<J~~wm~~ 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of frrst Number of deaths Number of Total number offrrst Number of single- Total number of Average age at frrst 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages frrst marriages marriages between person-years lived single gerson-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+l exact ages x and x+\ between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who frrst 

x and x+\ x and x+\ x and 50 frrst married at had first married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'.) (q'.) (n.) (d'.) (v.) (V.) (L'.) (T'.) (e'.) 

-@A\57f.ft~J!fJfI 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

:tl:'Ii 
Female 

0-15 10 000 0.00600 60 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
16 9940 0.00022 0.00238 2 24 7243 396 203596 28.1 -

""'" 17 9 914 0.00023 0.00405 2 40 7 219 700 203200 28.1 '-D 

18 9872 0.00015 0.00841 83 7179 1536 202500 28.2 
19 9788 0.00036 0.01322 3 129 7096 2516 200964 28.3 
20 9656 0.00044 0.01597 4 154 6967 3 157 198448 28.5 
21 9498 0.00031 0.04451 3 423 6813 9095 195291 28.7 
22 9072 0.00028 0.04794 3 435 6390 9788 186 196 29.1 
23 8634 0.00030 0.05827 3 503 5955 11 821 176408 29.6 
24 8128 0.00036 0.06482 3 527 5452 12 912 164587 30.2 
25 7598 0.00029 0.08026 2 610 4925 15555 151675 30.8 
26 6986 0.00024 0.08957 2 626 4315 16589 136 120 31.5 
27 6358 0.00037 0.09305 2 592 3689 16280 119531 32.4 
28 5764 0.00034 0.09315 2 537 3097 15305 103251 33 .3 
29 5225 0.00032 0.08507 2 444 2560 13 098 87946 34.4 
30 4779 0.00031 0.07119 1 340 2116 10 370 74848 35.4 
31 4438 0.00034 0.06953 2 309 1776 9734 64478 36.3 
32 4127 0.00042 0.06071 2 251 1467 8158 54744 37.3 
33 3874 0.00037 0.05389 1 209 1216 7002 46586 38.3 
34 3664 0.00058 0.04228 2 155 1007 5348 39584 39.3 



Iff1JJ C4 CIV -tLtL:t\~fiiMJI!5t~fIM~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

tElIf17J:!FM tElIfW:!FM tElIf17J:!FM tElIf17J:!FM tElIf17J:!FM tElIf17J:!FMx~ tElIf17J:!FM x ~& 50 tElIf17J:!FMx~ 
tElIf17J:!FM x~&x+l~fIll x~&x+l~fIll x~&x+l ~rdl x~&x+l~fIll x~&50~fIll ~]Jm A,±99~:¥}~ ~fIllWmA,±99~:¥} & 50 ~rdlWmA,± 

:!FM x~99~:¥}A,1!l 99~t:m$ 99Wmm$ 999Et:A,1!l 99WmA,1!l 99Wm*l1!l ff:A,:!FI!l§ ~ff:A,:!F*l1!l 99;q;:!S)Wm:!FM 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of first Number of deaths NumbeTof Total number offrrst Number of single- Total number of Average age at frrst 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages frrst marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+1 exact ages x and x+l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who frrst 

x and x+l x and x+l x and 50 frrst married at had first married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'.) (q'.) (n.) (d'.) (v.) (V.) (L'.) (T'.) (e'.) 

-§'1I5~~~)§!ilI 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

~1i 
Female 

35 3507 0.00052 0.03836 2 135 852 4793 34236 40.2 
36 3370 0.00054 0.03405 2 115 717 4198 29443 41.1 

...... 37 3253 0.00070 0.02565 2 83 602 3 113 25245 41.9 VI 
0 

38 3 168 0.00048 0.02396 2 76 519 2926 22132 42.6 
39 3090 0.00100 0.02255 3 70 443 2765 19206 43 .4 
40 3017 0.00082 0.02014 2 61 373 2471 16441 44.1 
41 2954 0.00111 0.02031 3 60 312 2490 13 970 44.8 
42 2891 0.00109 0.01562 3 45 252 1913 11480 45.6 
43 2843 0.00099 0.01396 3 40 207 1740 9567 46.2 
44 2800 0.00119 0.01216 3 34 167 1513 7827 46.9 
45 2763 0.00129 0.00994 4 27 133 1229 6314 47.5 
46 2732 0.00114 0.00869 3 24 106 1 116 5085 48.0 
47 2705 0.00155 0.01107 4 30 82 1425 3969 48.4 
48 2671 0.00167 0.01160 4 31 52 1504 , 2544 48.9 
49 2636 0.00162 0.00792 4 21 21 1040 1040 49.5 



~C4 (4ft) -1L1LA~nat}JIj"7}(r9tM6~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

tE!i(t1;1J~~ tE!i(t1;1J~~ tE!i(t!;1J~~ tE!i(t1;1J~~ tE!i(t1;1J~~ tE!i(t!;1J~~xit tE!i(t!;1J~tt x itlit 50 tE!i(t1;1J~ttxit 

tEjii1;1J~~ x itlit x+ 1 itflll x itlit x+ 1 itflll x itlit x+ 1 itflll x itlit x+ 1 itflll x itlit 50 itrdl :fJJ9\j.A. ± ~1I!4H: itflllm9\j.A.±~1I!~ lit 50 itrdl:fJJ9\j.A.± 
~~ xit~1I!~.A.1f( ~?EL:lll$ ~m9\jlll$ ~?EL: .A.1f( ~m9\j.A. 1f( ~m9\j*!1f( i'¥.A.~ If( § ~i'¥.A.~*!1f( ~ljSt!9:fJJ9\j~tt 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of first Number of deaths Number of Total number of first Number of single- Total number of Average age at first 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages first marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+ l exact ages x and x+ l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who first 

x and x+ l x and x+ l x and 50 first married at had first married marry between 
exact age X between exact ages exact ages X and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'x) (q'x) (nx) (d'x) (vx) (Vx) (1'x) (T'x) (e'x) 

/f'1gt59i-Ji~£HII 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

~11 
Male 

0-15 10 000 0.00703 70 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
16 9930 0.00023 0.00014 2 1 7670 17 241 852 31.5 -Vl 17 9927 0.00037 0.00057 4 6 7669 105 241 835 31.5 
18 9917 0.00048 0.00294 5 29 7663 537 241 730 31.5 
19 9883 0.00075 0.00381 7 38 7634 741 241 193 31.6 
20 9838 0.00067 0.00571 7 56 7596 1 148 240452 31.7 
21 9775 0.00064 0.01449 6 142 7540 3053 239304 31.7 
22 9627 0.00078 0.01763 8 170 7398 3825 236251 31.9 
23 9449 0.00067 0.02500 6 236 7228 5546 232426 32.2 
24 9207 0.00069 0.03427 6 315 6992 7718 226880 32.4 
25 8886 0.00081 0.04464 7 397 6677 10 124 219 162 32.8 
26 8482 0.00105 0.05709 9 484 6280 12826 209038 33.3 
27 7989 0.00091 0.06802 7 543 5796 14933 196212 33.9 
28 7439 0.00055 0.07499 4 558 5253 15903 181 279 34.5 
29 6877 0.00062 0.07851 4 540 4695 15930 165376 35.2 
30 6333 0.00076 0.07929 5 502 4155 15311 149446 36.0 
31 5826 0.00057 0.07748 3 45 1 3653 14207 134 135 36.7 
32 5372 0.00083 0.08426 4 453 3202 14723 119928 37.5 
33 4915 0.00084 0.08572 4 421 2749 14104 105205 38.3 
34 4490 0.00102 0.08030 5 361 2328 12455 91 101 39.1 



Ifml C4 (If) ~JLJLA{f:ntmJlJiU~~~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

~ilt;7]~. ~ilt;7]~. ~Wt;7]~. ~Wt;7]~. ~Wt;7]~. ~liit;7]~.xllt ~liit;7]~. x lit.&. 50 ~liit;7]~.xllt 
~Wt;7]~. x it.&. x+ 1 itfDl x it.&. x+ 1 itfDl x it.&. x+ 1 itfDl x it.&. x+ 1 itfDl x it.&. 50 itfDl :W9lA.±~~:!l~ itfDl:W9lA.±~~:!l .&. 50 itfDl:W9lA.± 

~~ xit~~:!lA.Jj( ~j£LlU~ ~:W9llU~ ~j£LA.Jj( ~:W9lA.Jj( ~:W9l.Jj( ffA.~Jj(§ ~#A.~.Jj( ~~~:W9l~. 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of first Number of deaths Number of Total number of first Number of single- Total number of Average age at first 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages first marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+l exact ages x and x+l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who first 

x and x+l xandx+l x and 50 fIrst married at had first married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'.) (q'.) (nx) (d'.) (v.) (V.) (L'.) (T'.) (e'.) 

::f'§.fi5~.*J!ilI 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

~tt 
Male 

35 4124 0.00099 0.07005 4 289 1967 10 260 78646 40.0 
36 3831 0.00106 0.06418 4 246 1678 8979 68386 40.8 - 37 3581 0.00100 0.07168 4 257 1432 9638 59407 4l.5 UI 

IV 
38 3320 0.00113 0.06057 4 201 1 175 7739 49769 42.4 
39 3 115 0.00115 0.05255 4 164 974 6478 42030 43 .2 
40 2947 0.00164 0.04775 5 141 810 5711 35552 43 .9 
41 2801 0.00180 0.04587 5 128 669 5312 29841 44.6 
42 2668 0.00224 0.03896 6 104 541 4420 24529 45 .3 
43 2558 0.00177 0.03641 5 93 437 4046 20109 46.0 
44 2460 0.00184 0.03114 5 77 344 3427 16063 46.7 
45 2378 0.00242 0.02343 6 56 267 2548 12636 47.3 
46 2316 0.00256 0.03004 6 70 211 3255 10 088 47.8 
47 2240 0.00240 0.02237 5 50 141 2375 6833 48.5 
48 2185 0.00291 0.02142 6 47 91 2280 4458 49.0 
49 2132 0.00292 0.02081 6 44 44 2178 2178 49.5 



Iml C4 CII) ~fLfLAlf.tJittjjlJm~(fJ~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

;{E«tl;1J~ti ;{E«tl;1J~ti ;{E«tl;1J~ti ;{E«tl;1J~ti ;{Elifl;1J~ti ;{Elifl;1J~tixtlt ;{Elifl;1J~fi x tIt& 50 ;{E«tl;1J~ti xtlt 
;{Elifl;1J~ti xtlt& x+l tltflll xtlt&x+lltflll x tlt& x+l tltflll xtlt&x+l tlt flll xlt& 50 ltflll m~A±~~~~ ItflllfJ]~A±~~~ & 50 tltrdlm~A± 

~ti xt&~~~A~ ~9EclUl.f< ~m~lUl.f< ~9ECA~ ~m~A~ ~m~*l~ ffA~~§ ~ffA~*l~ ~2fiJ:!;jm~~ti 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of f1l'St Number of deaths Number of Total number off1l'St Number of single- Total number of Average age at f1l'St 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages fU'St marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+ l exact ages x and x+ l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who f1l'St 

x and x+ l x and x+ l x and 50 f1l'St married at had f1l'St married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (I'.) (q'.) (n. ) (d'. ) (v.) (V.) (L'.) (T'.) (e'.) 

:f~m7Hi~~.I 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

3(11 
Female 

0-15 10 000 0.00600 60 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

16 9940 0.00022 0.00238 2 24 8646 396 244363 28.3 .-
VI 17 9914 0.00023 0.00405 2 40 8622 700 243967 28.3 w 

18 9872 0.00015 0.00857 85 8582 1573 243267 28.3 
19 9786 0.00036 0.01385 3 136 8497 2652 241694 28.4 
20 9647 0.00044 0.01686 4 163 8361 3342 239042 28.6 
21 9480 0.00031 0.04798 3 455 8198 9783 235700 28.8 
22 9022 0.00028 0.05341 3 482 7743 10 845 225917 29.2 
23 8537 0.00030 0.06744 3 576 7261 13 536 215072 29.6 
24 7958 0.00036 0.07712 3 614 6685 15043 201536 30.1 
25 7341 0.00029 0.10118 2 743 6071 18947 186493 30.7 
26 6596 0.00024 0.12121 2 800 5328 21200 167546 31.4 
27 5794 0.00037 0.13221 2 766 4528 21065 146346 32.3 
28 5026 0.00034 0.12956 2 651 3762 18554 125281 33 .3 
29 4373 0.00032 0.12246 1 535 3 III 15783 106727 34.3 
30 3837 0.00031 0.10719 1 411 2576 12536 90944 35.3 
31 3425 0.00034 0.10574 1 362 2165 11403 78408 36.2 
32 3062 0.00042 0.09753 1 299 1803 9718 67005 37.2 
33 2762 0.00037 0.09010 1 249 1504 8342 57287 38.1 

34 2512 0.00058 0.06994 1 176 1255 6072 48945 39.0 



Ift-m C4 (11) -JLJLAif:mtjJIJI!J}(J9~ 
Appendix C4 (Cont'd.) Net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:(Elrl~~~ :(Elrl~~~ :(Elrl~~~ :(E1il~~~ :(Elrl~~~ :(Elrl~~~xit :(Elrl~~~ x it:&. 50 :(Elrl~~~xit 
:(Elrl~~~ x it:&. x+ 1 itrul x it:&. x+ 1 itrul x Ji:&. x+ 1 itrul x it:&. x+ 1 Jirul x it:&. 50 itrul wmA±a~HI1~~ itrulWmA±Il9~~ :&. 50 itrulWmA± 

~~ xitll9~~AI!( Il9:96LlU~ Il9wmlU~ Il9:96LAI!( Il9WmAI!( Il9WmMI!( ffA~I!(§ ~#A~MI!( 1l9ZJ'i!9Wm~~ 
Age Number Probability of dying Probability of flJ'St Number of deaths Number of Total number offlJ'St Number of single- Total number of Average age at fim 

of single persons between exact ages marrying between between exact ages flJ'St marriages marriages between person-years lived single person-years marriage for those 
at exact age x x and x+l exact ages x and x+l between exact ages exact ages by those who had lived by those who persons who flJ'St 

x and x+l x and x+l x and 50 flJ'St married at had flJ'St married marry between 
exact age x between exact ages exact ages x and 50 

x and 50 
(x) (1',) (q',) (n,) (d',) (v,) (V,) (L',) (T',) (e',) 

~~JI!WUIHS::lf!ilI 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

:3{tt 
Female 

35 2335 0.00052 0.07461 1 174 1079 6177 42873 39.7 
36 2160 0.00054 0.06894 1 149 905 5439 36696 40.5 - 37 2010 0.00070 0.05356 1 108 756 4050 31257 41.3 Ul 

~ 
38 1901 0.00048 0.05433 1 103 648 3966 27207 42.0 
39 1 797 0.00100 0.06334 2 114 545 4503 23241 42.6 
40 1681 0.00082 0.05422 1 91 431 3686 18738 43 .5 
41 1589 0.00111 0.05558 2 88 340 3652 15052 44.3 
42 1499 0.00109 0.03372 2 51 252 2168 11400 45 .2 
43 1446 0.00099 0.03433 1 50 201 2175 9232 45 .9 
44 1395 0.00119 0.02288 2 32 151 1424 7057 46.7 
45 1361 0.00129 0.02104 2 29 119 1320 5633 47.3 
46 1330 0.00114 0.01630 2 22 90 1023 4313 47.9 
47 1306 0.00155 0.02028 2 26 68 1235 3290 48.4 
48 1278 0.00167 0.01933 2 25 42 1213 2055 48.9 
49 1251 0.00162 0.01335 2 17 17 842 842 49.5 



I'M. cs ~hhA~~mm~~~~ 
Appendix CS Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:t:E~t1J1f~ x ~{~ADl¥Jtt$ (~~ 10 000 ~.) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

:t:E~t1J1f~ 50 ~iW 
:t:E~t1J1f~x~& :t:E~t1J1f~x~& ~~*6~l¥Jx~A± 

1f~ x+ 1 ~rJ.lI¥JW~fflf$ x+ 1 ~rB~I¥J7EL::fflf$ 7E~1Ji7Ja- tt*~*6~ ~**8~ HeB~I¥J~~1ff& 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nx) (q'J (DJ <Ex) (Sx) (rJ 

-§'1l5~*i~JH.I 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

~1i 
Male -Ul 

16 0.00014 0.00023 70 0 9930 15.5 Ul 

17 0.00057 0.00037 72 9927 14.5 
18 0.00294 0.00048 76 7 9917 13 .5 
19 0.00381 0.00075 81 36 9883 12.6 
20 0.00570 0.00067 88 74 9838 11.6 
21 0.01447 0.00064 95 130 9775 10.7 
22 0.01761 0.00078 101 271 9628 9.9 
23 0.02493 0.00067 109 441 9450 9.2 
24 0.03416 0.00069 115 677 9208 8.4 
25 0.04445 0.00081 121 992 8887 7.8 
26 0.05677 0.00105 128 1387 8485 7.3 
27 0.06748 0.00091 137 1869 7994 6.9 
28 0.07450 0.00055 144 2408 7448 6.5 
29 0.07783 0.00062 148 2963 6889 6.2 
30 0.07859 0.00076 152 3499 6349 6.0 
31 0.07668 0.00057 157 3998 5845 5.7 
32 0.08334 0.00083 160 4446 5394 5.5 
33 0.08457 0.00084 165 4896 4939 5.3 



Iftm CS (11) ~ftftA~~mm~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:t£liIWJif:it x ~{~ADB9tt$ (f1C~ 10 000 gf;j]J) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

:t£liIWJif:it 50 ~iW 
:t£liIWJif:itx~l5i :t£liIWJif:itx~l5i ~1UaM1B9 x ~A± 

if:it x+ 1 ~1b~B9WM1fflt$ x+ 1 ~rdjB9:9ELfflt$ :9E~~Jil- tt~*5M1 tE**5M1 ffi.*5M1B9~~if:1& 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nJ (q'J (DJ (EJ (SJ (rJ 

'E!.m~~~~{lI 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

~1i 
Male -VI 

34 0.07912 0.00102 169 5314 4517 5.2 0-

35 0.06885 0.00099 174 5671 4155 5.0 
36 0.06300 0.00106 178 5957 3865 4.8 
37 0.07021 0.00100 182 6200 3618 4.5 
38 0.05931 0.00113 186 6454 3360 4.4 
39 0.05130 0.00115 190 6653 3 157 4.2 
40 0.04650 0.00164 194 6815 2991 3.9 
41 0.04439 0.00180 199 6954 2847 3.6 
42 0.03807 0.00224 204 7080 2716 3.4 
43 0.03549 0.00177 210 7183 2607 3.0 
44 0.03053 0.00184 215 7276 2509 2.7 
45 0.02294 0.00242 220 7353 2427 2.3 
46 0.02949 0.00256 226 7409 2365 1.8 
47 0.02188 0.00240 232 7479 2289 1.5 
48 0.02098 0.00291 237 7529 2234 1.0 
49 0.02044 0.00292 244 7576 2180 0.5 
50 250 7621 2129 0.0 



Ifml cs (It) ~nnA~~Wm~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:(£1iIW1f~ x ~{CiADl¥Jtt$ (nc~ 10000 gfl!) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

:(£1iIW1f~ 50 ~1W 
:(£1iIW1f~x~:& :(£1iIW1f~x~:& ~~~~l¥Jx~A± 

1f~ x+ 1 ~rJll¥JW~tfI)t$ x+ 1 ~rJll¥J:9EL:: tfI)t$ :9E~1JJ:!i:t ~*~~~ ~*~~ ~.~~l¥J~t!:J1f~ 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nx) (q'J (Dx) CEx) (Sx) (rx) 

'E!,ft5"U'if~)@{lI 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

3('\1 
Female -VI 16 0.00238 0.00022 60 0 9 940 12.1 -...l 

17 0.00405 0.00023 62 24 9914 11.1 

18 0.00841 0.00015 64 64 9872 10.2 

19 0.01322 0.00036 65 147 9788 9.3 

20 0.01597 0.00044 68 276 9656 8.5 

21 0.04451 0.00031 72 430 9498 7.7 

22 0.04794 0.00028 75 853 9072 7.1 

23 0.05827 0.00030 78 1288 8634 6.6 

24 0.06482 0.00036 81 1 791 8128 6.2 

25 0.08026 0.00029 84 2318 7598 5.8 

26 0.08957 0.00024 86 2928 6986 5.5 

27 0.09305 0.00037 88 3554 6358 5.4 

28 0.09315 0.00034 90 4146 5764 5.3 

29 0.08507 0.00032 92 4683 5225 5.4 

30 0.07119 0.00031 94 5 127 4779 5.4 

31 0.06953 0.00034 95 5467 4438 5.3 

32 0.06071 0.00042 97 5776 4127 5.3 

33 0.05389 0.00037 99 6027 3874 5.3 



~. cs (ItV -hhA~~ttmm~~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:tEliiWJ1f:~ x ~{~ADB9tt~ (~a 10 000 rr~) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

:tEliiWJ1f:~ 50 ~iW 
:tEliiWJ1f:~x ~& :tEliiWJ1f:~x ~& ~1t*6~B9 x ~A± 

1f:~ x+ 1 ~1YlB9W~~~ x+ 1 ~rB~B9~L~~ ~~1Jij~ tt*~*6~ ttE**6~ ffiM*6~B9ZP:~1f:~ 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nJ (q'J (DJ CEx) (SJ (rx) 

19ft55i-if~~{'I 
Including foreign domestic helpers 

tctt 
Female 

...... 
VI 34 0.04228 0.00058 100 6236 3664 5.3 00 

35 0.03836 0.00052 102 6391 3507 5.2 
36 0.03405 0.00054 104 6526 3370 5.1 
37 0.02565 0.00070 106 6641 3253 4.9 
38 0.02396 0.00048 108 6724 3 168 4.6 
39 0.02255 0.00100 110 6800 3090 4.4 
40 0.02014 0.00082 113 6870 3017 4.1 
41 0.02031 0.00111 115 6931 2954 3.8 
42 0.01562 0.00109 118 6991 2891 3.6 
43 0.01396 0.00099 121 7036 2843 3.2 
44 0.01216 0.00119 124 7076 2800 2.9 
45 0.00994 0.00129 127 7 110 2763 2.5 
46 0.00869 0.00114 131 7137 2732 2.0 
47 0.01107 0.00155 134 7 161 2705 1.4 
48 0.01160 0.00167 138 7 191 2671 0.9 
49 0.00792 0.00162 142 7222 2636 0.5 
50 146 7243 2611 0.0 



~CS (It) -ftftA~~Wm~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

tElrlW1f:~ x ~{6AOffJtt~ (~@.J 10000 IT.) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

tElrlW1f:~ 50 ~iW 
tElrlW1f:~x~:& tElrlW1f:~x~:& oo-1t*Ei~ffJx~A± 

1f:~ x+ 1 ~rB~ffJW~ff!;t~ x+ 1 ~rJ.lffJ5ELff!;t~ 5Effif1JiJJl 1it*~~~ ~**Ei~ ~.*Ei~ffJZP:~1f:J& 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+1 age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nJ (q'x) (DJ CEx) (SJ (rx) 

::f~ft5~*i~MilI 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

~tt 
Male 

..... 
16 0.00014 0.00023 70 0 9930 15.5 Ul 

\Cl 

17 0.00057 0.00037 72 1 9927 14.5 
18 0.00294 0.00048 76 7 9917 13.5 
19 0.00381 0.00075 81 36 9883 12.6 
20 0.00571 0.00067 88 74 9838 11.7 
21 0.01449 0.00064 95 130 9775 10.7 
22 0.01763 0.00078 101 272 9627 9.9 
23 0.02500 0.00067 109 442 9449 9.2 
24 0.03427 0.00069 115 678 9207 8.4 
25 0.04464 0.00081 121 993 8886 7.8 
26 0.05709 0.00105 128 1390 8482 7.3 
27 0.06802 0.00091 137 1874 7989 6.9 
28 0.07499 0.00055 144 2417 7439 6.5 
29 0.07851 0.00062 148 2975 6877 6.2 
30 0.07929 0.00076 152 3515 6333 6.0 
31 0.07748 0.00057 157 4017 5826 5.7 
32 0.08426 0.00083 160 4468 5372 5.5 
33 0.08572 0.00084 164 4921 4915 5.3 



Ifml cs Cif) -ftftA~~J~~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

1£mWlf:~ x ~{6ADi¥Jtt~ (fttw 10000 g-Uf) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

1£mWlf:~ 50 ~iW 
1£mWlf:~x~& 1£mWlf:~x~& Jjtf~t5~i¥Jx~A± 

1f:~ x+ 1 ~ra~i¥J:f7J~~~ x+ 1 ~OOi¥J7EC~~ 7E~1JJJ;t 1f*~t5~ ~*t5~ w:~t5~i¥J2jS~lf:fi 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 I 

(x) (nJ (q'J (DJ (EJ (SJ (rJ 

::f'E!.m7Hi~~{lI 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

~11 
Male -0'1 34 0.08030 0.00102 168 5342 4490 5.1 0 

35 0.07005 0.00099 173 5703 4124 5.0 
36 0.06418 0.00106 177 5992 3831 4.8 
37 0.07168 0.00100 181 6238 3581 4.5 
38 0.06057 0.00113 185 6495 3320 4.4 
39 0.05255 0.00115 189 6696 3 115 4.2 
40 0.04775 0.00164 193 6860 2947 3.9 
41 0.04587 0.00180 198 7001 2801 3.6 
42 0.03896 0.00224 203 7129 2668 3.3 
43 0.03641 0.00177 209 7233 2558 3.0 
44 0.03114 0.00184 214 7326 2460 2.7 
45 0.02343 0.00242 219 7403 2378 2.3 
46 0.03004 0.00256 225 7459 2316 1.8 
47 0.02237 0.00240 231 7529 2240 1.5 
48 0.02142 0.00291 236 7579 2185 1.0 
49 0.02081 0.00292 242 7626 2132 0.5 
50 248 7670 2082 0.0 



Ifml cs (jll) ~hhA~~Jm~~~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

:fi:lilW1f1fl x ~{CiADl¥.Jtt?$ (~~ 10 000 gfJi) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

:fi:lilW1f1i} 50~;ru 
:fi:lilW1fli}x~& :fi:lilW1fltxM Jjtf~*5~l¥.Jx~A± 

1f1t x+ 1 ~rdlI¥.JW~lt?$ x+ 1 ~!mI¥.J1EL::lt?$ 1E~1l1Jt 1f*l!*5~ tt**5~ JlE.*5~I¥.JZP~1fJg: 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+1 age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nJ (q'J (DJ (EJ (SJ (rJ 

/f''@.fMi·~~JHII 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

:.tctt 
Female 

..-
0\ ..- 16 0.00238 0.00022 60 0 9940 12.3 

17 0.00405 0.00023 62 24 9914 11 .3 

18 0.00857 0.00015 64 64 9872 10.3 
19 0.01385 0.00036 65 149 9786 9.4 

20 0.01686 0.00044 68 285 9647 8.6 

21 0.04798 0.00031 72 448 9480 7.8 

22 0.05341 0.00028 75 903 9022 7.2 

23 0.06744 0.00030 78 1385 8537 6.6 
24 0.07712 0.00036 81 1961 7958 6.1 

25 0.10118 0.00029 84 2575 7341 5.7 

26 0.12121 0.00024 86 3318 6596 5.4 

27 0.13221 0.00037 88 4118 5794 5.3 
28 0.12956 0.00034 90 4884 5026 5.3 

29 0.12246 0.00032 92 5535 4373 5.3 

30 0.10719 0.00031 93 6070 3837 5.3 

31 0.10574 0.00034 94 6481 3425 5.2 

32 0.09753 0.00042 95 6843 3062 5.2 

33 0.09010 0.00037 96 7142 2762 5.1 



~. cs Cif) ~tLtL1\iF~ZU.H}I'fJ~~ 
Appendix CS (Cont'd.) Summary of net nuptiality table by sex, 1996 

1:Elii1;7J1f:~ x ~{~ADl¥Jtt$ (~W 10 000 ~t~) 
Proportion of persons (per 10 000) who will by exact age x 

1:Elii1;7J1f:~ 50 ~M 
1:Elii1;7J1f:~x~;& 1:Elii1;7J1f:~x~;& ~~*6~l¥Jx~A± 

1f:~ x+ 1 ~FB~I¥J;fJ]~m$ x+ 1 ~FB~l¥JjELm$ jE~1l!:!lr 1iU~*6~ t:E**6~ ll§)11E*6~I¥J~ ~1f15£ 
Age Probability of first Probability of dying die single ever marry never marry Mean number of years 

marrying between between exact ages until marriage for those at 
exact ages x and x+ 1 x and x+l age x who will marry 

before exact age 50 
(x) (nx) (q'x) (Dx) <Ex) (Sx) (rx) 

~-@J§5'Ui*JfH'I 
Excluding foreign domestic helpers 

~tt 
Female 

...... 
0\ 34 0.06994 0.00058 97 7391 2512 5.0 
N 

35 0.07461 0.00052 98 7567 2335 4.7 
36 0.06894 0.00054 99 7741 2160 4.5 
37 0.05356 0.00070 100 7890 2010 4.3 
38 0.05433 0.00048 101 7998 1901 4.0 
39 0.06334 0.00100 102 8101 1 797 3.6 
40 0.05422 0.00082 104 8215 1681 3.5 
41 0.05558 0.00111 105 8306 1589 3.3 
42 0.03372 0.00109 107 8394 1499 3.2 
43 0.03433 0.00099 109 8445 1446 2.9 
44 0.02288 0.00119 110 8495 1395 2.7 

45 0.02104 0.00129 112 8527 1361 2.3 
46 0.01630 0.00114 114 8556 1330 1.9 
47 0.02028 0.00155 116 8578 1306 1.4 

48 0.01933 0.00167 118 8604 1278 0.9 
49 0.01335 0.00162 120 8629 1251 0.5 

50 122 8646 1232 0.0 



~. C6 f1WJ.~~EcM:EUifl~lY-JftmJE:£~~{5}IY-JW.A±fr!i~~AftilY-Jl:t* 
Appendix C6 Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

f)]~1f~ 
Age at first marriage 

te~1f{B 
Year of birth 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

(Ni:WT~::(;jrmADrr~) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

513tl: 
Male 

1926 15 11 17 27 44 64 42 61 61 69 54 56 44 44 50 60 36 25 
1927 15 8 15 27 42 50 49 69 68 63 59 55 62 54 56 49 33 27 
1928 11 12 18 27 41 62 48 63 52 69 50 58 64 58 51 51 39 26 
1929 l3 12 18 26 36 59 46 56 50 58 60 72 62 61 50 49 36 30 
1930 11 9 l3 26 47 53 45 49 55 54 66 74 59 55 48 50 52 26 
1931 l3 7 17 25 47 52 40 51 49 65 75 49 62 55 51 51 39 29 

...... 1932 16 7 20 27 35 44 41 50 63 62 72 52 51 50 47 51 39 27 
0\ 

1933 11 11 18 15 36 37 44 49 62 67 54 64 69 56 55 50 33 33 w 

1934 17 5 10 17 26 40 41 53 47 59 55 69 58 58 54 49 40 36 
1935 14 7 14 l3 26 38 43 39 40 57 65 58 69 52 64 55 46 36 
1936 21 4 9 15 37 39 32 40 42 50 55 59 50 52 64 54 38 39 
1937 9 7 9 15 23 29 27 38 59 51 55 58 75 61 60 56 53 35 
1938 14 5 10 l3 19 26 20 37 44 41 55 53 67 73 53 68 52 40 
1939 8 5 9 9 19 27 29 32 42 50 61 75 72 64 82 56 42 52 
1940 9 3 8 11 20 21 28 29 35 45 56 75 75 80 59 65 51 38 
1941 4 4 7 10 17 28 34 28 43 51 58 62 74 68 73 66 39 37 
1942 4 3 4 6 15 17 25 32 49 60 72 74 84 83 70 59 53 34 
1943 8 4 5 14 15 21 28 41 41 67 69 77 80 83 79 55 44 17 
1944 5 2 9 10 14 22 29 37 50 67 56 74 100 73 60 56 33 41 
1945 2 3 4 5 16 25 23 40 52 69 73 91 81 91 63 31 43 36 
1946 5 3 3 9 10 22 24 40 54 75 72 86 81 71 46 47 37 30 
1947 3 2 5 5 10 18 20 45 62 77 84 91 76 54 66 52 42 34 
1948 2 3 2 6 10 16 30 42 58 73 89 74 51 80 61 52 42 36 
1949 3 * 3 3 l3 17 36 49 60 78 76 57 88 72 63 51 43 31 
1950 1 1 2 5 11 18 32 43 63 64 47 95 81 72 64 55 41 32 
1951 2 1 3 6 l3 20 34 44 57 48 90 84 79 75 63 51 43 28 
1952 * 1 2 8 14 21 33 42 35 75 82 79 80 73 59 50 36 36 
1953 1 1 4 4 l3 22 32 29 60 68 73 81 78 64 58 43 42 29 
1954 1 2 2 8 l3 20 23 44 56 64 75 79 72 67 51 51 36 29 



~C6 (It) ~~~~&ttW~~~ftm~m~~ID~m~A±~~~A~~tt* 
Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

:fJ]~-1f~ 
Age at first marriage 

lli~-1fffi 
Year of birth 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

(~4§,Ff~~ImADgfJJ ) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

~tt 
Male 

1955 1 3 6 6 12 17 32 41 52 65 78 73 75 57 63 44 36 33 
1956 1 1 5 10 9 14 34 39 51 68 72 75 63 72 51 42 43 31 
1957 * 3 2 3 9 14 29 39 55 64 70 64 76 56 49 50 42 31 
1958 * 2 3 3 8 12 28 41 50 61 61 78 63 55 60 50 38 36 
1959 1 1 1 5 8 11 30 38 48 51 73 62 58 67 56 44 43 33 
1960 1 * 1 4 6 11 28 34 38 58 56 57 69 62 51 50 40 38 - 1961 1 1 3 7 10 25 30 47 52 52 67 66 58 58 47 47 36 

0\ 
1962 1 4 6 8 22 30 36 42 58 58 59 67 53 53 42 35 ~ * 
1963 * 1 4 6 8 22 27 32 46 54 56 68 59 61 50 39 37 
1964 * 1 3 5 7 19 22 32 39 45 60 58 65 55 43 42 33 
1965 * 1 3 4 7 15 22 28 37 50 55 64 57 51 48 37 
1966 * 1 3 5 5 15 20 27 39 46 56 57 50 51 42 
1967 * 1 2 4 5 15 20 31 37 50 51 50 55 47 
1968 * 1 2 3 5 15 22 31 42 45 49 54 50 
1969 * 1 2 4 5 16 22 32 38 44 49 50 
1970 * 1 2 3 5 18 24 28 35 41 46 
1971 * 1 2 3 6 18 20 27 34 38 
1972 * 1 2 4 6 16 21 24 31 
1973 * 1 2 4 6 17 19 23 
1974 * 1 3 5 6 15 17 
1975 * 1 3 5 5 14 
1976 * 1 2 3 6 
1977 * 1 2 4 
1978 * 1 3 
1979 * 1 
1980 * 
1981 
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Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) 

te1:.iff)} 
Year of birth 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

33 

19 
23 
25 
24 
25 
30 
32 
26 
25 
30 
31 
36 
39 
31 
38 
33 
16 
34 
33 
28 
24 

34 

22 
20 
14 
22 
20 
19 
18 
22 
24 
30 
26 
23 
28 
24 
25 
17 
26 
27 
25 
22 
22 

~.~~&~J~~~ftm~lli~~ID~.A±~~~A.~~* 
Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

35 

19 
14 
15 
19 
17 
17 
19 
22 
18 
22 
19 
25 
24 
27 
12 
22 
20 
22 
23 
22 
16 

36 

12 
16 
13 
12 
16 
14 
19 
17 
19 
23 
21 
21 
18 
17 

19 
17 
18 
20 
21 
13 

12 

37 

12 
10 
13 
13 
11 

9 

11 

14 
15 
9 

14 
14 
13 
15 
14 
14 
14 
16 
14 
11 

9 

38 

11 

8 
9 

10 
11 

9-
14 
10 

12 
16 
12 
5 

13 
11 

13 
12 
11 

11 

10 

8 
7 

39 

11 
6 
5 
9 
9 

8 
10 

10 

12 
9 

7 
9 

10 

10 

11 
9 

8 
8 
7 
7 

5 

W~if~ 
Age at first marriage 

40 41 42 43 

(~~=f-~~IBlADgf.) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

5 
6 
9 

5 

6 
6 
7 
8 
6 
5 

7 
9 
8 
9 
9 
6 
6 
6 
6 

4 
4 

:!131i 
Male 

4 

3 

4 

3 

7 
6 
7 
6 

10 
6 
6 
7 
8 
7 
6 
5 

4 
5 
4 

4 

4 

3 
4 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 
4 

5 
5 
4 

6 
5 

5 
4 

4 

3 

3 
4 

4 

3 

4 

5 
4 
5 
2 
3 

2 
4 

5 
5 

5 

5 
4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 
4 

3 
3 

44 

3 
3 

5 
3 

4 

4 

4 
4 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 
2 
3 

3 
3 
3 

2 

2 

45 

5 
4 
3 

3 

5 

2 
3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 

46 

2 
6 

3 
1 
2 
2 
3 

3 

3 

2 
2 
2 
2 

1 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 

47 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 

3 

3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 

2 
2 

2 
2 

48 

2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

49 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 

2 
1 



~. C6 (If) ~.~~&ttWm~~ftm~lli~~~~m.A±~~~A.~~* 
Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

W~1f~ 
Age at first marriage 

lH~1ffB 
; 

Year of birth 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

(~WT;g~rmAO~l!) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

~tt 
Male 

1947 30 20 16 13 10 8 6 6 4 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 
1948 25 21 14 13 8 7 8 6 4 4 3 3 2 2 2 
1949 26 20 16 12 10 8 7 5 5 4 3 3 2 2 2 
1950 23 22 16 12 10 8 6 6 5 4 3 3 3 2 
1951 27 20 15 13 11 7 7 5 5 4 3 3 2 

-0\ 
1952 22 18 17 14 9 8 7 7 5 4 3 3 

0\ 1953 22 21 17 12 10 9 8 6 4 4 3 
1954 27 20 15 14 11 9 7 6 5 4 
1955 27 19 19 14 11 10 7 6 5 
1956 24 22 18 16 11 9 7 6 
1957 28 21 21 15 11 10 7 
1958 26 26 20 13 11 9 
1959 32 23 16 15 12 

1960 30 21 19 14 
1961 27 24 17 
1962 29 22 
1963 28 



IfMjtl C6 (.) ~.~~&~Jm~~ftm~lli~~m~W.A±~~~Aft~~* 
Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

W~1fiifi 
Age at first marriage 

tB~~f5J 
Year of birth 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

(~E'Ffi5~ImADgf.) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

:;z:tt 
Female 

1926 55 47 77 93 106 120 78 73 49 54 44 24 22 21 20 19 10 9 
1927 62 49 80 95 124 100 88 77 62 46 32 30 17 21 18 13 11 9 
1928 47 36 88 105 130 119 91 63 55 55 36 27 22 22 18 12 9 7 
1929 59 53 80 III 120 110 76 67 52 46 43 31 32 22 15 15 13 7 
1930 52 47 84 110 117 109 76 66 49 51 49 38 28 25 16 16 6 9 
1931 63 46 81 106 119 102 74 64 51 57 45 35 29 28 16 15 9 11 

.- 1932 52 52 83 101 92 87 85 70 63 62 42 42 34 27 17 16 12 10 
0\ 1933 58 54 77 90 102 89 81 81 73 55 48 37 33 23 18 17 10 6 -l 

1934 56 42 57 84 101 95 99 90 61 57 43 45 35 29 21 18 12 12 
1935 48 46 62 85 91 102 92 83 71 74 66 47 28 17 20 14 8 7 
1936 50 28 46 85 101 105 91 76 72 75 55 48 31 21 20 15 12 9 
1937 46 27 63 79 109 100 92 77 72 63 59 49 33 27 25 13 13 7 
1938 42 27 64 95 101 87 93 80 74 73 49 47 34 28 23 13 12 10 
1939 45 34 53 81 81 91 94 79 82 68 70 42 36 36 21 20 12 10 
1940 38 32 55 70 95 88 80 89 76 73 61 61 38 32 24 20 5 11 
1941 31 32 38 80 94 106 90 78 90 83 60 52 32 28 26 16 15 7 
1942 23 30 48 78 97 87 87 92 85 77 66 54 40 29 21 14 6 13 
1943 30 31 50 72 69 87 93 100 98 70 74 47 42 34 19 13 14 4 
1944 26 24 46 63 83 94 106 89 95 80 57 56 43 26 17 15 9 11 
1945 27 30 47 60 86 88 89 95 81 96 58 57 39 23 18 7 14 10 
1946 19 28 38 53 80 88 86 109 86 79 73 61 40 28 16 17 13 9 
1947 15 16 33 60 71 83 95 87 92 91 78 60 44 21 27 19 15 12 
1948 18 20 40 47 64 76 86 102 100 88 71 65 30 37 28 21 16 12 
1949 16 16 28 47 65 73 80 96 101 89 68 40 54 38 27 21 16 11 
1950 12 17 24 47 53 74 84 92 99 89 49 73 52 40 29 22 15 11 
1951 10 9 24 39 54 76 85 90 87 62 87 66 53 42 31 21 15 12 
1952 9 12 21 39 54 71 88 82 66 98 80 63 52 41 28 22 14 13 
1953 8 10 23 41 52 71 75 51 99 89 78 67 53 37 27 21 16 12 
1954 9 12 24 35 53 60 48 96 91 83 82 69 50 41 27 25 16 13 



Ifma C6 (11) ~.~~&ttm~~~ftm~~~~~~.A±~~~A.~~* 
Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

fJ]~lf:1i) 
Age at first marriage 

1±\~lf:f7J 
Year of birth 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

(~~T;gffrmADg-f-~) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

~tt 
Female 

1955 9 12 27 38 57 41 98 84 87 89 85 65 51 37 32 21 17 14 
1956 10 14 25 38 29 53 96 85 93 94 81 69 47 44 28 20 18 15 
1957 10 14 25 22 43 48 90 88 100 86 84 60 60 38 29 27 19 14 
1958 9 13 16 29 43 43 97 96 90 90 68 75 51 39 36 25 18 16 
1959 5 6 13 30 37 43 103 85 89 74 84 60 50 47 34 25 21 14 
1960 3 8 13 24 34 44 96 82 72 92 71 58 61 46 33 27 20 17 - 1961 9 11 23 34 38 86 68 91 77 68 74 59 43 39 26 22 17 

01 
00 1962 7 9 24 32 32 73 79 70 67 80 69 53 50 34 29 21 15 

1963 6 10 22 27 28 81 61 67 81 76 66 68 47 41 30 21 17 
1964 6 10 18 24 30 64 53 71 72 66 73 56 52 39 28 22 16 
1965 6 8 15 23 24 56 61 62 64 74 64 66 49 34 30 22 
1966 5 8 14 19 19 59 58 60 75 66 70 58 43 38 26 
1967 5 7 13 15 21 59 51 66 62 71 62 49 46 35 
1968 4 7 11 17 19 56 59 63 75 65 56 56 44 
1969 5 6 12 17 19 62 58 71 67 61 59 50 
1970 4 6 11 16 18 67 68 61 59 60 55 
1971 3 5 11 16 20 76 58 57 57 56 
1972 3 5 12 17 20 59 52 52 50 
1973 3 6 12 19 20 55 47 49 
1974 4 7 14 17 18 49 43 
1975 4 7 12 15 16 41 
1976 4 5 11 13 15 
1977 4 6 9 13 
1978 4 5 8 
1979 3 4 
1980 2 
1981 



~C6 (It) ~~~~&ttmm~~ftm~m~~ID~W~A±~~~A.~~* 
Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

Wflt~ifl 
Age at first marriage 

te1:.~{5t 
Year of birth 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

( ~W-=f;:g~~A.ogt.) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

:tc'1i 
Female 

1926 8 5 4 3 2 2 3 * 2 * 2 * * 
1927 8 4 2 4 * 2 5 2 2 2 2 * * 
1928 7 6 5 3 3 2 2 * 2 * * * 
1929 7 6 2 1 4 4 1 * * * * * 
1930 7 6 3 2 2 3 * 2 * * * * 

~ 1931 4 6 5 3 3 3 1 2 * 2 * * 
-0 1932 6 8 3 3 1 * 2 1 2 1 * * * 

1933 9 7 4 2 4 3 * 1 * * 
1934 5 4 2 4 3 1 1 

1935 6 6 2 2 4 2 * * 1 * 
1936 6 7 1 3 3 3 1 1 * * * 
1937 4 6 3 5 3 3 1 1 * * * 
1938 7 5 4 2 3 2 2 1 1 2 * 
1939 5 5 5 2 4 2 2 2 2 
1940 6 6 5 3 2 3 3 2 2 

1941 9 5 3 3 3 3 2 

1942 3 6 5 4 4 3 2 1 * * 
1943 7 5 5 5 4 3 2 2 

1944 8 7 6 5 4 2 2 2 

1945 8 8 6 4 3 3 2 2 

1946 8 8 5 4 3 2 2 1 1 * * 
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Appendix C6 (Cont'd.) Proportion of first married persons born in given years by age at first marriage and sex 

:fJJ~~~ 
Age at first marriage 

1±l~~f5} 
Year of birth 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 

(f1(~T;g~rmAOrr.) 
(per 1 000 related population) 

:9::11 
Female 

1947 9 8 5 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 * * 
1948 8 7 5 5 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1949 9 7 5 4 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 

1950 9 8 5 4 4 4 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 

1951 10 7 6 5 4 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 
..... 1952 9 7 7 5 3 4 3 2 2 1 1 1 
-.l 
0 

1953 10 9 7 5 4 4 3 2 1 1 1 

1954 11 9 7 6 5 4 2 2 2 1 

1955 11 9 7 5 5 4 3 2 2 

1956 11 9 7 6 4 3 3 2 

1957 11 9 8 5 4 4 2 

1958 11 10 8 5 4 3 

1959 13 9 7 5 4 

1960 12 8 7 5 

1961 11 10 7 

1962 12 9 

1963 12 



1fM. C7 -hA-~~-hhA~~~~IDm~~~~~ 
Appendix C7 Number of marriages by month of registration, 1981-1996 

~~cJ=lffi 
Month of 
registration 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

1 4974 3337 4966 3648 5229 4466 2879 4686 3783 3067 4725 3557 3093 4046 2668 3573 

2 3343 3704 3882 3243 3431 2515 3387 3239 2359 3390 3021 3091 3058 2708 2426 2448 

3 5302 5268 4937 5663 3479 4185 5341 4009 4339 5271 3719 4831 4220 3257 4184 3 141 

4 3967 3888 3520 3913 3434 3665 3493 3003 2847 3340 2806 2836 2512 2331 2505 2382 

5 4674 4346 4067 4792 3530 3782 4233 3776 3964 4341 3664 3971 3477 3373 3275 3092 

.-
-l 

6 3907 3883 3465 3715 3 101 3452 3 129 3308 3023 3381 3202 3582 3319 2944 2819 2835 
.-

7 3520 3841 3290 3828 2831 2843 3209 2818 3032 2949 2608 2817 2780 2388 2 168 2445 

8 3403 3726 3273 4091 3226 2784 3369 3068 3 109 3089 2682 2956 2611 2065 2334 2384 

9 4280 4454 3991 4766 3596 3829 3618 3897 5037 3701 3817 4482 3517 3641 3750 3 148 

10 4208 4503 3674 4962 4211 3573 5195 4170 3569 4700 3983 4127 4128 3360 4124 3 140 

11 4574 5091 4361 5594 4329 4265 4685 4473 4453 4712 4334 4887 4037 4353 3693 4102 

12 4604 5426 4352 5 194 4659 3921 6023 4791 4432 5227 4007 4565 4929 3798 4840 4355 

~gf 
50756 51467 47778 53409 45056 43280 48561 45238 43947 47168 42568 45702 41681 38264 38786 37045 

Total 
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Glossary 

General Fertility Rate: 

General fertility rate relates the number of live 
births occurred during the calendar year to the 
estimated female mid-year population aged 15-49 
of that year. It is usually expressed in terms of 
1 000 population. 

General Divorce Rate: 

General divorce rate relates the number of 
divorce decrees granted during a calendar year to 
the mid-year population aged 15 and above of 
that year. It is usually expressed in terms of 
1 000 population. 

Rate of Population Increase: 

Population change over a period as a proportion 
(%) of the population at the beginning of the 
period. 

Age-specific Marital Fertility Rates : 

Age-specific marital fertility rates relate the 
number of live births occurred to mothers of a 
specified age group during a calendar year to the 
ever-married female population of the specifed 
age group of that year. They are usually 
expressed in terms of 1 000 population. 

Expectation of Life at Birth: 

Expectation of life at birth refers to the average 
number of years of life that a male/female born in 
a given year can expect to live, if he/she were 
subjected to the prevalent mortality conditions as 
reflected by the set of age-sex-specific mortality 
rates for that year. 
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Birth Cohort : 

A group of persons all born during the same year 
being analysed as a unit throughout their lifetime. 

Natural Increase: 

The surplus of births over deaths in a population 
in a given period. 

Median Age: 

Median age is the age such that 50% of the total 
number of persons in question are above this age 
while the other 50% are below it. 

Age-specific Fertility Rates: 

Age-specific fertility rates relate the number of 
live births occurred to mothers of a specified age 
group during a calendar year to the estimated 
mid-year female population of the specifed age 
group of that year. They are usually expressed 
in terms of 1 000 population. For calculating 
these rates, live births to mothers under 15 are 
included in the 15-19 age group, and live births 
to mothers aged 50 and over are included in the 
45-49 age group. Pro-rata adjustment is made 
in respect of live births for which age of mother is 
unknown. 

Age-sex-specific Mortality Rates: 

Age-sex-specific mortality rates relate the number 
of deaths occurred among each sex at a specific 
age group during a calendar year to the mid-year 
population of that year. They are usually 
expressed in terms of 1 000 population. Pro­
rata adjustment is made in respect of deaths for 
which the age of deceased is unknown. 
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Age Dependency Ratio : 

Age dependency ratio is the number of persons 
aged under 15 and those aged 65 and over per 
1 000 persons aged between 15 and 64. 

Excess Male Mortality Ratio : 

Excess male mortality ratio is the male mortality 
rate for a given age group to the female mortality 
rate for the same age group. 

Replacement Level: 

For a population to replace itself, it requires that 
each woman would produce an average of one 
daughter, who may be said to "replace" her mother 
in the population. A total fertility rate of 2 100 
per 1 000 women is considered to correspond to 
the replacement level under conditions of low 
mortality and allowing for such factors as sex 
differential at birth and infant and childhood 
mortality. 

Sex Ratio: 

Sex ratio is the ratio of the number of males to the 
number of females. It is usually expressed in 
terms of 1 000 females. 

Order of Live Birth : 

Order of live birth refers to the number of children 
born alive to the mother, including the present 
child. Order of live birth is distinguished from 
pregnancy order and confinement order by the 
counting method. Pregnancy order is made by 
counting all known pregnancies. Pregnancy may 
result in abortion, stillbirth or live birth. 
Confinement order only makes use of the number 
of stillbirths and live births and reckons multiple 
births as one confinement. 
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Crude Birth Rate: 

Crude birth rate relates the number of live births 
occurred during a calendar year to the mid-year 
population of that year. It is usually expressed 
in terms of 1 000 population. 

Crude Death Rate: 

Crude death rate relates the number of deaths 
occurred during a calendar year to the mid-year 
population of that year. It is usually expressed 
in terms of 1 000 population. 

Crude Marriage Rate: 

Crude marriage rate relates the number of 
marriages registered during a calendar year to the 
mid-year population of that year. It is usually 
expressed in terms of 1 000 population. 

Crude Divorce Rate: 

Crude divorce rate relates the number of divorce 
decrees granted during a calendar year to the 
mid-year population of that year. It is usually 
expressed in terms of 1 000 population. 

Net Reproduction Rate: 

Net reproduction rate is the average number of 
daughters born to 1 000 women who are subject 
to the age-specific fertility rates and the age-sex­
specific mortality rates of that year. It indicates 
the extent to which the population would 
reproduce itself 
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Order-specific Fertility Rates : 

Order -specific fertility rates relate the number of 
live births of a certain order occurred during a 
calendar year to the mid-year female population 
aged 15-49 of that year. They are usually 
expressed in terms of 1 000 population. 

Exact Age: 

Exact age is the exact time counted from the date 
of birth to the date of calculation. 

Standardized Mortality Rate: 

Standardized mortality rate is the mortality rate 
that would have prevailed in a standard 
population if it had experienced at each age the 
mortality rates of the population being studied. 
The 1981 population is used as the standard 
population in calculating this rate. 

Total Fertility Rate: 

The average number of children that would be 
born alive to 1 000 women during their lifetime if 
they were to pass through all their childbearing 
years following the age-specific fertility rates of a 
glven year. 

Infant Mortality Rate: 

Infant mortality rate is the number of deaths aged 
under one occurred during a calendar year per 
1 000 live births in the same year. 
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